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excellent singing the natives take
great delight in music some of
them are good singers

the spirit of gathering is strong
upon the hawaiian fbainte many
are striving hard to prepare for
emigrating and mauna
rockybocky mountainsMountainsisis a favorite theme
with them some thirty native saints
will sail with the returning elderseiders
to take up their abode in the valleys
of the mountains

the conferences of the reliefbelief so-
ciety and of the mutual improve-
ment association were well attend

A ed and the representatives acquitted
themselves very creditably

the exercises of the sabbath
schools on sunday forenoon were
pleasing A competing for prizes
by several schools was an interest-
ing feature the singing recita-
tions etc showed a considerable de-
gree of training

under the supervision of presi-
dent wm king the work on the
plantation has been carried on suc-
cessfullycess fully some tons of sugar
is the product of the recent arunrun 11

of the sugar mill the machinery
was kept running well up to its
captcapacityeity and the average daily
yield was pounds of sugar

the outlook for the growing crop
of cane is not cheering the rain-
fall for the past six months has been
very light A general drouth has
extended throughout the islands
I1inn many places the kalo patches
have dried up proprietors of plan-
tations have been obliged to slaugh-
ter hundreds of their cattle to save
the hides and prevent losing them
by starvation I1iff the drouth is pro-
longed there will be a heavy loss1088 of
live stock and much injury to the
cane crop the cattle on this plan-
tation

ian
have suffered but latue as

there is a good supply of water here
and considerable grass in the hills
and mountains close at hand all
join me in sending greetings

your brother in the gospel
M PF EAKLE

LALAIEii oahubahu hawaiian islands
april ath 1889

LETTER PROMFROM PALESTINE

having now had the pleasure
of seeing some portions of this
land of promise I1 thought

perhaps it would interest your read-
ers to have a few items concerning
the present condition of palestine
itsite people and their progressress

during our rou ndtrip from haifa
which is located nearlyon the north-
west point of mount carmel and
back to our starting point we trav-
eled through portions of the land-
marks of asher zebulon issacharIssacbar
ephraimEphralm BebenjaminDjamin judah and
dan and enjoyed many pleasant
thoughts in the contemplationn that
god was about to remember his
covenant withW ith the fathers audand to
restore it to the rightful heirs this
land shows many signs of a once
high and successful cultivation
the mountains of babariasam ia and
judea especially bear the marks
of once being very fruitful as one
sees that every ide hill with suf-
ficient earth for cultivation at one
time or other has been terraced

from top to bottom judging these
terraces from the present mode of
cultivating the hills one can imag-
ine the whole of the mountains
covered with grape vines with olive
and fig trees here and there inter
planted together with various other
plants and trees which could grow
on the hillsidehill side without irrigation
these terraces are very necessary inin
this country where both the early
and later rains are rather copious
by these means the earth which
would otherwise be carried away by
the heavy wet is held back as
well as a goodly portion of the
moisture and the rocks that
are gathered out too are made to
serve for a base wall for the terraces

A mountain properly arranged
and the blessings ofof god upon it
wasawas a great possessionpossession in the day
when israel nourished here where
torefore the prophetsprophet in looking forward
in the worlds history said to is-
rael thou shall yet plant alues
upon the mountains of samaria
the plantera shall plant and shall
eat them as common things this
was great comfort to the afflicted
people and they will yet come
and sing in the height of zion and
flow together to the goodness of the
lord for wheat and for wine and
for oil andandhorfor the young of the
flock and of the herd and their
souls shall be as a matured garden
and they shall not sorrow any more
at all 1

the country here hijahas about the
same dry season as utah although
it is warmer by several degrees in
the summer yet there is but little
drought compared with the latter
A heavy dew falls at once after sun-
down which seems to keep up the
moisture necessary for vegetation
the country as a rule is
poolpoorlyly sulliedsupplied with flowing
streams wholehole villages are sup-
plied with rain water which
Is carefully kept in large bottle
shaped cisterns newhewnn out of the solid
rock many of the old cisterns are
being cleaned out and during the
rainy season ditches are made to
convey water to the cisterns it
need hardly be said that the water
thus obtained is not very agreeable

there is much fine land lying
almost idle in galileeGal between
nazareth and biberiasTib erias much ex-
cellent country can be found the
valley of jezreel may also similarly
be mentioned but teim as in almost
all cases here is but poorly cultiva-
ted the fellarsfellahsfellahs or formersfarmers
dondontdonitit seem to understand how
to till to advantageadvantage and per-
haps the mode of taxation i1 e
by farming the taxes I1 also tends
to discourage the people by this
method of taxing the tax farmer
often takes a fifth in the place of a
tenth which is his due the
farfarmerliker is in the meantime prepreventedvented
from touching his crop until thetee
taxes are collected then further
distress Is imposed by speculators
purchasing large tracts of land from
the government in buying the
land they get the people as a free
gift because where would they go if
ejected hencehance they remain there
and live in a starving condition
upon what is left after the tax
farmer and the speculator have got

what they want the sultan haa
bought jezreel and a large country
around the old capital so that his
majesty seems to think the scheme a
good one

the present inhabitants are rill
cipully arabs and bedouinsBedou ins
are a few thousand christians and
some thousand jews but they ON
far in the minority As a rule WOw
generally ask what are the jews
doing toward obtaining the land
the jews or rather the greater
number of them do not f rmnn bwbut
live in jerusalem tiberius
and a few other places chiefly
the support of their raierricher brethren
on the sousoutheasttheist part of mount
carmel the jewish settlement of 889
maxiamaria is located it has a grandkrai
appearance in the distance and is

said to do very well
now there may be reasons for

their not branching ont the jewa
are yet hated to an unreasonunreasonableablO

extent here by all classes in jemjam
salenasalem they are confined to a veil
small quarter and their industry 10

bebeinging looked00ked uuponpon with greatcreat SUO

Pbiclonclon bebecause0a ube they work cheaply
Hhencee ce ttheyhey aarer about to come va
disrepute with the people in toaabio
way
they have likewise been prevellpro ted

from settling here of late years ow-
ing to the fact that although they
left other countries dissatdissatisfiedIsM
they still kept their former citicitizenzeo
ship for protection after settling wj10

this place this simply com
the turkish difficulties so theytheaffwere only allowed to land as all
grims bound to leave the country

ainain a specified time it is now ru
mored here that this difficulty 10s

removed by the jews paying the
handsome sum of fifty million francsfranca
for the privilege of entering to

settle
will doubt batoradical changes no

effected before the real gathering
takes place something more cer-
tain undand stable must repreplacelace theCD

present doubtful state of afraaffairsirs JLA

government opposed to all PS
and which only reaches out wafor

prey cannot certainly be a power to

protect a downtrodden rat-erace inILI obon

calming a foothold in the land ofor

their promise
the turkish mission is moving vgo

slowly but we hope surely mawmany
of our brethren interested in its P

wondered at vitogress have perhaps
stubborn refusal to shine out briggibrig
lyjy but there are many reasons

bymuch has to be learned Wthe elders formerly
with a ianlanguageaage not noacquired angand there are
publications for distribution to assiata

in combating the many wilful itolar
so studiously circulated byy the row
sionaries of so called christianb ristlaupp

a
denominations still we hahave
membership of about twenty witia

all7
four elders from zion and a ea

wAlocal force in the field here
palestine the prospects ataree not very

good at present but in iaasiasia ginorAH
beuthey are better the armenarmenianslangians

and willwiing open to conviction
to hearbear and investigate AWOit
that people we have already levei
good saints
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