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excellent singing. The natbives take |r from top to Lottom. Judging these | what they want.
Bome of | terraces from the present mode of | bought Jezreel and & large country

great delight in musie.
them nre good singers.

are striving hard to prepare for

emigrating, and “Maunn 1'ohaku,*’

Rocky Mountains,is a favorite theme

with them. Bome thirty native Saints |
will sail with the returning Elders
to take np their abode in the valleys
of the mountains.

The Conferences of the Relief So-
ciety and of the Mutual Improve-
ment Association were well attend-
vd and the representatives acquitted
themselves very creditably.

The exercises of the Sabbath
Schools on SBunday forencon were
pleusing. A competing for prizes,
Ly sever:nl schools, was an  interest-
ing feature. The singing, recita-
tions, etc.,showed o considerable de-
gree of trainiug.

Uunder the supervision of Presi-
dent Wm. King the work on the
plantation has been carried on suc-
cessfully. Bome 170 tons of sugar
ia the product of the reeent “run?’
of the sugar mill. Tie machincry
was kept rupning well up to its
capacity, and the average daily
yield was 5300 pounds of sugar.

The vutlook for the growing crop
of cane is not cheering. The min-
full for the past six monthe has been i
vary lght. A general drouth has
extended throughout the lslands.
In many places the kalo patches
have dried up. Proprietors of plan-
tations have n obliged to slaugh-
ter hundreds of their cattle to save
tbe hides and &)mvent losing them
by starvation. If thedrouth is pro-
longed there will be a heavy loss of
live stock, and mueh injury to the
cane ¢crop. The cattle on this plan-
tation have suffered but little, as
there is a good supply of water here
and considerable grass in the hills
and mountaing close at hand. Al
join me in sending greetings.

Your brother in the Gospel,

M. F. EAXLE

Liaig, Onhu, Hawailan Islands,
April 8th, 1889,

.
LETTER FROM PALESTINE.

Having mow had the pleasure
of seeing some portions of this)
“land of promise,”? [ thought,
perhaps, it would interest your read-
ers to have a few items concerning
the present condition of Palestine,
its le, and their progress.

Dﬂeﬁgg our round trip from Haifa,
which is located nearly on the north-
west point of Mount Carmel, and
back te our starting point, we trav-
eled through portions of the land-
mmarks of Asher, Zebulon, issachar,
Ephraim, Benjamin, Judah aod
Dan, and enjoyed 1many pleasant
thoughts in the contemplation that
Qod was about to remember His
covennut with the fatbers, aud to
restore it to the rightiul helrs. This
Jand shows many signs of a once
high and suceessful cultivation.
The mountnins of Bamaria and
Juden especially bear the marks
of once being very frultful, as one
gevs that every side hiil, with suf-
ficient earth for cultivation, at one
time or olher, hns been terraced
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The Sultan has

cultivating the hills, one can imag- | around the old eapital, so that his
The spirit of gathering s strotys | ine the whole of the mouutains majesty seems to think the schemed
upon the Hawailan Haints. Many | coverud with gripe vines, with olive | good one.

and fig trees here and there inter-
planted, together with variousother
plants and trees which could grow
on the hill-side without irrigation.
These terraces Are very necessary in

I
|

The present inhabitants nreﬁ;‘iﬂ'
cipally Arabs nnd Bedouins. ers
aren few thousand Christians and
some thousund Jews; but they 8¢
far in the minority. As a rule we

this country, where both the early geuerally ask what are the Jews
anl later mains are rather coplous. | joing toward obtaining the Jand?
By these means the carth, which | The Jews, or rather the greatel

would otherwise be earried away by
the heavy wet, is held back as
well ns o goodly portion of the
moisture; and the rocks that
are gathered out, too, are made to
serve for o base wall for the terrnces.

A mountain propecly usrmmnged
and the blessings of God upon it
was o great posscesion in the day
when Israel flourished here. Where-
tore the prophet, in looking forward
in the world’s history, said to Is-
raelt “Thou shalt yet plant viues
upon the mountaing of Samaria,
the planters shali plant, and shall
eut them as common things.’? This
was great comfort to thie afflicted
people, and they will yct “Come
and sing in the height of Zion, and
flow i{ogether to the gooduess of the
Lord for wheat, und for wine, and
for oil, and “for the youwny of tie
flock and of the herd; and their
souls shail be ny n mmtured garden:
and they shall not sorrow any more
at all.??

The country here has about the
same dry season as Utah. Althongh
it s warmer by several degrees in
the summer, yet there is but little
drought compared with the latter.
A heavy dew falls at once after sun-
down which seems to kecp up the
moisture necessary for vegenudion.
The country, as n tule, s
poorly supplied with flowing
streams. Whole villages are sup-
plied with rain water, which
is carefully kept in large bottle-
shaped cisterns hewn outof the solid
roelk. Many of the old cisterne are
beiny cleaned out, and during the
rainy senson ditches are mnde to
convey water to the cisterns. It
need hardly be said that the water
thus obtained is not very wyrreenble.

There fe much fine land lyiug
almost idle. In Galiles, between
Nazareth and Tiberias, much ex-
cellent country can be found; the
valley of Jezivel may also similnrly
be mentioned. But thiw, asinalmost
all cases here, Is but poorly cultiva-
ted. The ‘“ellalis’’ or [nrmers
don‘t seem to uuderstand lhow
to till to advantage, and per-
haps the mode of taxation, ¢ e,
Ly farming the taxes, also tends
to discournge the people. By this
method of taxing, the tax-firmer
often takes a fifth in the place of a
temth, which is his due.  The
farer ig in the meantimo prevented
from touching his crop until the
taxes are collected. Then further
distress is imposed by speculators
purchasiog large tracts of land (rom
the government. In buying the
land they get the people asa (ree
gift, because where would they go if
ejected? Hence they remain thery
and live im a sturving condition
upon what is left after the tax-
farmer and the speculator bave got

number of them, do not f rm, but
live in Jerusalem, Tiberius, Safed,
and a few other placesSchielly upo?d
the support of their richer breghiren:
On tho southenst part of Mount
Carmtel the Jewish settiement of 88
maria 18 located. It hag a gran!
nplpeamnuu in the distance, and 18
sald to do very well.

Now there may be reasons [(Of
their notbranching ont. The Jews
are yet hated to an unreasonable
vxtent here by all ¢classes. 1n Jert
salern they are confined to n vely
stall quarter, and their industry 18
being louked upon with great sus
picion because they work cheaply:
Hence they areabout to come 100
disrepute with the people in thi8
way.

They havelikewise becn p:-uveuwd
from scttling here of Inte yenars oWs
iny to the fact that, although they
left other countries dissatisfieds
they still kept their former citizel”
ship for protection after gettling 17
this place. This gimply complica
the Turkish diﬂ‘lcult{us, sp they
were only allowed to land as pik
grims, bound to lenve the country
inn specified time. 1t is now rw
mored here that this difficuity 8
removed by the Jews paying
handsome sum of fifty miilion {nce
for the privilege of entering
settle.

Radical changes will no doubt be
effected Lefore the real gathering
takes place. Something more €é
tain nnd stable must reg_lact' the
present doubtful state of affairs. A
government opposed to all progress
and which ouly reaches out fof
prey, ennnot certainly be a powel to
protect a downtrodden race in Oh;.
taining a foothold in the land ©
their promise.

The Turkish mission is moviag o4
glowly, but we hope surely. Ma
of our brethren interested in its P%
gress have perhape woudered at |
stubborn refusal to shine out b
ly; but therc are many reaBU'l‘f'
Much bhas to be learned wﬁ
the Elders formerly unncqumll_l
with  a language not mall‘;
acgunired, and there are Pt

ublications for distribution to 339.13,8
n combating the many wilful l’i‘_
g0 studiously circulated by the n! 5
gionavies of so-ealled ¢Christisth
denominations.  Stil] we have
membership of about twenty, W oy
four Elders from Zion and_# ﬂmn
local force in the field. Here ;,y
Palestine the pruspects are not ‘_Tﬁor
good at present, but in Asin Mino”
they are better, the Arr;neninll!il.mr
ing open to conviction and wil lm‘T
to henr and investignte. ~AMOY
that people we have already seve

good Baints. F. F. HINTZE
HaiFa, March 18th, 1889.
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