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THE PRESIDENT AND THE INDIANS.

While party ‘hacks are st war
over President Cleveland’s rhetorionl
ahility and general statesmanship—

one side bolding him to be the verlest
of dullards and the other that heisa
Macaulay and & Beaconsfield In one—
it is the provinece of thoss who prefer
to {udge of men, their works and
words in the light of standard arlter-
jons uninfluenced by partieanebip or
bigotry to establisb just conoluaions.
The inaugural address wWa« npot =
casket of rhetorioal geme and was
evidently not jntended to be; neither
was it astring of mildewec platitudes.
It was remarkable moare for ils [free-
dom from glittering generalities and
its directness in desling with every
suhject disoussed  than anvibing
else, and tbus looked at 1t
was & goud dooument— honest,
unambiguous and strafgbhtforward.
There was a great deal that the Presi-
dent did not any—necessarily so in an
address of less than 2000 words—but
what he did say was plain, eandid and
to the point.

It eeemed to uB that the reference to
the indian qgquestion wWHE more
nearly expressive of tho Presldent’s
personal characterisdles than anything
elae in the address. [t was not verbose
and much of It was not new; but it was
juet, honest and unpretentjous. We
hive reached & point at whiob the
twards of the nation'* not only olaim
but imperatively demand our serious,
patriotic and bumune consideration;
they do not do this of themselves,
for tbey are measurably un-
consoious of tbelr true pituation~—the
logic of the euse does not appeal to
them as s olass, probably would not if
there were hut a few dozena lnstead of
a few thoupands of them left, They
are going very fast, and the faot that
tbey are so nearly oblivious to their
condition does but make it all the
more pstbetic, Cut of powerful bande
who once owned everytbing in eigbt
and roamed wheresoever they would
witbout let or bindrsnce, remain &
few straggling handiuis, wbo are gra-
olously permitted to ococupy Ilimited
areas of tbeir own soil, and 8o long an
tbey do not travsgress by golng beyond
the lines, those who despoiled them of
all will supply them with a few of the
necessaries of life after the same eball
bave preerd through the white agent’s
sieve!

An exchange, scoutlng the ldea of
desaling with the red men by means of
tstreaties’’ which none of them under-
atand, saya this method origlnated at a
time when the power of the two races
on this continent was more evenly
balanced than it now is. It socunded
better, our cotemporary thinks, when
the encroacbing white desired a elice
of the aborigines’ domain, to say that
weacquired It by treaty tban to just
confess simply that we took it. And
a8 we began so we have continued.

Tbefruits of tble original and con-
tinued dishonesty are phown to ne
many and bitter, We nave notfound
honor by it in the eyea of the other
natiens of the world, nor self-reapect in
oY own, Not one right or possession
of the Indiaun bas been held more
su@red by us forthe reason tbat it was
protected by a ‘‘treaty,’’ If we wanted
R tblng, we bad 1it. Instead of
passing an not tbrough botb hLouses

of Congress declaring our will acoom-
plished, we *appointed a commirsion
to negotiate a treaty’? with the inter-
ested tribe. Bometimes there were a
tew Indiana thereafter possessed of uo-
usually abundant stores of the thinga
dear to the red man’s heart, some-
times there wap a ourious outhreak of
intemnperance among them, pome-
times there was doubt thrown upon
thesignnatures, But in the end the
treaty was always ratifled; and thoee
Indiaue thatdid not like it could go
out on the prairie acd kiek, or spread
thelr discontent and treat us to u new
[ndian war,

The tew words uttered by the Presl-
dent on tbis aubjeot go to show that he

understands it very much as
it s berein et out; and this,
with the ooncomitant faet that
b bas suob elementa as sialwart

truthfulnessund old-fashinned hobeaty
1n his com position are auguries of im-
proved metbods In dealing with the
lingering remnante of the aborigines,
Whether 1t shall be determined to,im-
peril tbeir physical well-being by =
general aystem of mental edueation or
permit them to go back to the happy
bunting grounds witb thelr minds ue
free frem fmpressions wrought by
schools ag when they left it, and the
remainuer of their livea passed in un.
opposed accordance with their tradi-
tions, let them be made to understand
one thing—tbat what they have ir
theirs iucontestably. Letthem know
that their laat hoars nre to be passed
upon thelr own soil vopursued and un-
hampered by the oovelous white
man. Lef Oklahoma boomers and
others of that olaes understand that
herentter they must ohoose homes from
the ample domain not ocoupied by the
original and coutivpuous proprletors.
We believe Presldent Clevelaod ib-
tends to see that tbis is dowve, forie
efleot *‘be bimaell bath sald it,”’
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OUR EX-PRESIDENTS

It may be of interest to be reminded
of the colnoldenors in the post-ofMeial
career of the Presi-lents of the United
Btates, Tbe following information is
furnisbed by a Washington corres-
pondent: Bix of the Presidenta—
Washiogton, Jeflersoo, Madlaon,JJaok-
son, Johoson and Hayes—became
planters or farmers upon retiring from
publio life;five—Van Buren, Fillmore,
Tyler, Grant avd Cleveland—opeuly
tried to get anofher term; five—Van
Buren, Polk, Fiiflmore, Pleroe and
Grant-—traveled extensiveiy at the
olose of their official oareer; and four—
Adams, Pieroe, Buocbanan and Hayea
—300D¢r of later became, after a faph-
ion, recluses. KEx-President Harrison
it i3 now generally understood bas
accepted the flattering invitation to
become A «oilege protessor made by
Henator Slanford, aud will deliver a
couree of law lectures in the Btanford
Unlversity, Califurnia.-

R

HOUSE, NOT GOSPEL, FREE.

The problem that comes very near
belng uppermost just now in religious
ciroles In the Kasat 18 whetber the

oburch shall be free or not. The
champlons on the negative side of the

——

question tell us that if the ochurch were
made free too many of the people who
enjoy its privileges forget to contribute
a8 they ought for fws support,
sugb people taking it for gramt-
ed that because no pewa or
alttings are owned or rerted the
inatitution has no need of support from
vontributions but is independent of
publio aid tbrough certaln reBouroes of
which the public is not informed. By
way of enforolng their argument the
opponenta of the freecburob ¢all atten-
tion to Dr. Talmage’s great taber.
nacle whioh 1s stuggering under a
buge burden of indebtedness, and the
future of which, in consequence, 18 in
#0 much uncerlainty; one of the laly
members of {the ocongregation said
the other day that **not more tban five
per cent of thore who throng to bear
Dr. Tulmage prench put any mouey in-
to the basket,”?

It in not contended that there are
very many of the free churehes whioh
bave so sad a story to tell &8 baathe
Brooklyn tabernacle; and the advocate
of the free ohurch system point out
tbat under better maoagepteunt and
cloper economy Dr, Taimage would be
in a more hopeful ocondition. They
insist that 1bough there la muob dia-
oouragement in the way, ‘'tbhe real
problem is bow to make the AvVerage
person remlize his rull duty in the
matter,” the question of the cburoh
being freebavingairendy been decisive-
ly answered in the affirmative by the
great majority of those concerned. In
other words they olaim that tbe point
now is, how to fmpress upon tbe
devotee that the churob iteelf I8 free
but the Word of Lile Is not free,

Forour part, we ooufess that if the
paseing of the plate and the basket does
not sufficiently remind the worsbipper
of the fact, there is goiog to be some
diffloulty In hitting upon & “cbeme
that will.

THE PRICE OF WHEAT.

The spectacle of agreat natlon com-
plaining because of the bulkiness of ita
breadstuff supply 1a only egualed by
that other one that the samo nation ia
in posression of lamentations deep and
dire beoauss of having such # generous
share of one of tbe preclous metals of
the world! The questiona of bow to
dispose of the furmer and how to our-
tail the value and elrculsation of the
latter have worried our statesmen,
financiers and politionl economists not
a little, and the more they haggle with
the situation the less progress Lbey
reem Lo make, [u srome parts of the
Nortbwest they have resorted to the

practieal eolution of burning thelr
ecorn  fur  fuel; iu“ think of
this - and then thiok or buman

beings in different parts of the earth
nctualy starving! [f the efforts. of
wheat-jobbers aud silver-fugglers are a
reproach to Providence, what €aD the
destrugtion of that whioh bas the
qunality of appeasing hunger and saving
Iife {tzelf be oalleu?

The Chicago Herald of a recent date
containe ! the following paragrapi:

The government report March 10 is
ax{)eoted to disclose to the world sutboris
tatlvely the reason for the present astey
ishing wheat accumaulations In Amefipg.
sstonishingly large /visibla

Lthat the
8 really offset by an astonishifgly small
furm reserve, alninat 100,000,000 less




