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before leavinleavingg thetho subjectof pythons
a few words mustmuo be said about the
the most a and iflugedangerousfadge rous of all
p th0nathe hugohuge dark audand almost

i
nn 1 dense

central and south leal
america these are far more commonbommon
tbthanabtaft is generally supposed by ahonhothosese

are not familiar with those regions
and but for the great difficulties whwhichN
I1 have mentioned aa tota taking these
monsters alive there is no reasonleason whywr boblozoologicalicalleal gardensgardena notbot pos-
sess some halfa dozen specimens these
american boas anare greatly dreaded by
the natives and not without reason
they haunt thothe pools where cattle
drink or twine when watching for
prey in the branches of the forest
their boldness is1313 well supported by
their prodigious strength there are
not dinstinstancesneesaces of specimens
having been killed which had attained
a leelenlengthgalhn ofoff more than thirty feet and
which in some parts were as thick
round as the body of a child the end-
less tales which are related of their
daring in killing men women and
childchildrenrehreb of course partake somewhat
of the marvellousmarcellousmarvellous but there is too
much reason to believe that the stories
when stripped of all native exaggera-
tion contain the terrible basis of truth
that many human beings have been
killed by these monsters one pecu-
liarity about the anaconda is that it is
said to be always found huntingbunting in
couplescoupledcouplesplea this fact is undoubtedly de-
posed to by allabeahe natives and allailalithethe
europeans who have had any oppor-
tunity of learning anything about the
habits of these gigantic serpents even
waterton one of the most careful of
natural historians and one mostmott
thoroughly versed in the deadly

of these regions I1 admit that whenn
the malimail anaconda is seenseen the female is
seldom far distant and vice versa

A terrible tale has been told me in
connection with these great serpents
for its authenticity I1 do not vouch
myself but it certainly is if not true
not only possible but from what I1
know of the snakes even perhaps
ableabieableItit was related to me by a brazil-
ian genteman ot0 high position andadd in
the presencegenbe bf two others who had also
heard the story and were ready to
vouch for its accuracy certainly it
seems accepted in the wilder partpartss off
brazel as a tradition of frontier iilfelifelloiloa

simply this and aaas it 0oc-
curred

q
more thanthail fotyfouty yearsyearb ago there

canuecabbe1 6 hdno reason torfcorf concealingcon coaling names
k irneirreli were nnotot toconcealedilkelakealeIalel from meind
mr barclay an english gentleman
who a comfortable indepen-
dence tna mlpmip 1ink speculationoni deter-
mined after some years residence to
settle in the brazils with this end in
view he bought and formed a large
tract of almost land on the
extreme northwestnorth west frontier and pur-
sued his clearing and farming with
great success and tolerable profprofitit and
what is more with a certain prospect
of much greater profit to come inin time
he gave himselfnimsnimaelfeif after a time a short
leave brabfababsencesence tandand came back Jto
asb where he married
with whom he againh iain returnedned to his
plantation in brazil during his ab- i

sence and according to his instructions
a neat light wooden residence such as
are built on all plantations had been
erected un the midst of the tlclearingearing
withith a lofty verandah round it to keep
the rooms cool and french windows

fronifrom the apartments to
the ground still young mrs barclay
though surrounded with every comfort
was very taryar from being quite happy
for she was constitutionallyconstitution allyaily in terror ofoi
the repulsive and tremendous lookinglookin i

insects undand reptiles with which all tthea
wilder parts of brazil literally abound
she could not go to a draweedrawer without
finding in it a centipede as large as a
little eel or ojopenan a cupboard without
memeetingting with a spider almaimalmost as larkens
a small crab lizardslizarda of beautiful colors 1

but repulsive appearance had to be swept
out of thel bedroom at night theseTheseareare
harmless enough but there are few peo-
ple who would care to wake up and
nindfind them crawling over their faces or
to hear their long nails clatelatclatteryclatteringteriterlin alonaionalong
tilethe wooden floor the climateclimate totoo0
told on mrs barelays health the rerep-
tiles

P
by day mosquitoesand by night

madewide her unusually susceptible of irrl
tation and alarm but lotlyt all her honhoc
borerore the greatest she entertained wasyas
that against snakes and serpents of all
kinds this was ineradicable from her
nature and was in fact as much a part
of her nature as the overwhelming
antipathiesantipa thies some ladies feel to the sight
of a rat a spider or a bull unfortu-
nately mrs barclay lived in a partart of
the country which was infestedinfesteresteresteg with

snake somebome harm leasleaa some deadly
but wi ether harmlessharmless or deadly the
unconquerable terrorterron she evinced was
the sainesaihesame to all s attlattiboba
inandd deadlyheadly snake was killed in her
house at another time a coral snake
the most beautiful and most quickly
deadly of all thetho venomous reptile God
has created was found and killed with
ease upon the rough lawn if we may
dignify by such a term the short brown
burnt up herbage alchwhich surrounded
the hause at another time a smallsmail
apaoapacanacondaada about elevenellve 4
fo the woods nettnear theth houseI1buseiaddaariadd
killed and what wasiouchmuchit worse con-
stant lumers wereergerb thought inlit gnat two
very much largercatger serpents of thethel same
blassclass hadbad beenbeell forest adt far
off poor mrs barclaysBarclays terrors were
not aiminidiminishedshed by the exaggerated
talestaletaie iof hr native servants tilitilltill at
length they ioseloserose to such a pitchapitsch that 14it
seemed very likely as bheshe often sasaidbaidad
that he0 die ifif a serpent gainepainecame
near her her fearigofears gogot to such a height
that at last she would not ventureventuro out
at all and actually kept her room iniu
this frame of mind it will easily hebe be-

i lieveld that her life was a misery to her-
self and not of much comfort to her
wild fearnaughtfear naught husband

early one summer morning the lat-
ter went to look after the progress of
some rather distant clearings he was

I1 making of course hehb went on horse-
back and of course he carried with him
the heavy oldoid fashioned
edad musket without which in that

i time and in those wild regions no
planter everevor stirred far abroad both

i the barrels were loaded with a heavy
charge of slugs pufflelent to bring down

I1 a deer if one came near enough or
bettbettererstillstill to scare away or stop the
charge of a jaguar or tree panther mr

i barclaysBarclays purvey took him rather late
and it was high in the noonday heat beba
fore he returned through a short belt of

1 forest which lay between his new clear
r ings and hisbis home at that time thetho
tropical forests are as silent and as mo
tilionless as intheyif they were dead it was
grouththrough such a seenescene as this that mr
Baribarclayelayclay rode on his return home and it
was amid such stillnessst that his atten-
tion was at onceonee attracted to a large
creper hanging from a treetreo jun front of
him andd which amid the deadly still-

i ness aroaroundund was swinging quickly
such signs in the forest are never to
be disregarded and mr barclay was too
old a woodsman not to be at once on
the alert Afterwaltingwaiting some minutes
till the oscillation ceasedbeaded and being re-
assured by the quietness of his horse
which would have been the first to scent
a jagjaajaguaru r or a pumaacuma he road carefully
towardsward the tree anandd alaaca little distance
exexaminedamined irit but for some time in vain
at last the cause of the disturbance
jandand of the danger also became appar-
ent on close inspection on a limb of
the tree overlooking the path lay a huge
black anaconda piled in great masses
fold over fold as is its wont with the
end of its tailtall just curled round the limb
on which its great bulk rested and its
head left free and elevated about two
feet above the rest of its body in this
position it was quite prepared for ac-
tion and holding on by its talltail could
at oneeonce drop its great length down with
restsrebistletiess forceforee on any unhappy animal
or eveneyen person that might pass below
anat when once secured in its gigantic
folds death was certain whetwhetherer to
man or goat or deer or sheep mrair
barclay however was not inclined to
give it buchsuch a chaudechance as this on his ac
count and waited quietly at a little dis-
tance till by some cautious
ring he got a full view ofor the creatures
head aagainstainest the bright blue sky then
he fired and with one charge of slugs
saso shattered the 11hugeuromeole reptiles head that
after writhing for a tingle moment it
ametime in aFL long heap to the ground

it was far from dead however and
wildly soto that for at time hebe

durstdurse not approach it as itt lay knock-
ing the beaves and branches moutagutaboltinin all
directions atlantat last it lay still when he
got a close shot with his second barrel
andana this soso completely the
serpents head that it never movedbeloved
again like a cautious
ever mr barclay did not feel secure till
he ldhad divided with his knife and not
without great difficulty the vertebrae
inin the centre odthe back the serpent
measured nearly twenty nine feet in
length and was evidently from its
great thickness immensely pwpowerfulerful
the only question which remained to
the successful hunter was what was to
be done with the carcase he was loth
to leave it where it was besides he
wanted its skin as what victorvietorvictoriouslousious hunt-
er does not and above all he wished
to show mrs barclay how easily such
seeming

I1

monsters could be killed not
unnaturally then though in an evilI1

ho he determined to araauniuri ia i aaeaaa
jeorfor tb behe undid Lslia stirrup
leatherieather and making it fast over the
bodhead 0ot the snake ledd his horseborse along
which as it towed tha a deep
mark in the herbage Aandnd sometimestimes a
trail of blood on the grass over which
the carcase was dradraggedaged As he ad-
vancedvarvaticed with the hugehugg reptile trhilbig
itlt hisIs heels bomesome evil geniusgidius put it in-
to

an-
to his headbad that now wasa ninefine

ta give mrs barclay a lesson
that would curecurd her ofbf herur fear of ser-
pents he never seemsseema to have thought
of the matter unkindly or to entertain

i for a moment an joeaidea that her comanswomans
nature would not as soon and easily get

i over its reaurepugnancenanci to these reptiles as
hesheiheinhoinin his wilwilddroughroughanreifelife aladhad easilyealy
been enabled to do there isis no doubt
but that nothing more thanthail a pugh
practical joke entered hiahla liliiiii
this was perhaps the only kindkina of lo10jokekp
the point of which he was capable of
perceiving his simple plan of mis-
chief was soon laid he deterdeterminedmined to
talethetake the serpent inta the house I1 and
coil it in the sittingaliling room in sucsuesuchit a
mannerwanner as that its wounded parts could
easily be hidden he dragged it there-
fore with some trouble along the ver-
andah and soon managed to coil away
its great folds in such a way that its in-
juries were hiddendenandhid and it looked indeed
as if alive

when all had been quietly arranged
byy bimhimhimselfselfseif he went out and called for
a servant to fetch down her mistress
who as is the custom of the country
was sleeping outtieout the greatheartgreagreat heattheat of the
day in her 6ownwn room little suspect-
ing what was to follow she came down
at once and the instant she entered the

room mr barclay slipped out
and fastened the door behind him
what passed afterwards can only be
guessed with horror her screams ofrestedmessedTtheh serpent the serpent lffIff were at
first so shrill and loud as to quite drown
mr barclaysBarclayaclays calls at her that the rep-
tile was dead and that she mustmust look
at it quietly and he waswag only fifirst
alarmed by a noise of struggling and
the piercing cries of some half a dozen
female servants who drawn by the
shrieks of their mistress had entered
the room by another door what they
saw on entering was mrs barclay at-
tacked by a huge anaconda which had
followed up the broad trtrackaekack left by the
body of its slaughtered mate the in-
stant their cries alarmed it it rolledtolled
baekback its folds through the window by

i which it had entered mrs barclay
was found insensible and only slightly
torn about the face and partly on tthebe
bosom by the fangs of theth6 boa she
was quite insensible however and nev-
er rallied in spite of all restorativesrestoratives
she remained in a comatose statestata till the
succeeding day when convulsion suc-
ceeded convulsion till her death lettleftmr barclay Aa widower and the parent
of a stillbornstill born child denserserpentsdepts and
venomous snakes

ILIST OF LETTERS
Remainremainingng in the office at saltsait lake

city utah territory on theltathe day ofoj
may 1869 which ifnot called for with-
in ongone monthmonch wiilwill be sentbent to the dead
letter office
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the following plantpiani to bleakabreaka bottiebottle
or jar across its circumference siftsso as to
formaform a battery cup or vessel porfor other
purposes 1mayay be ol01of some service to out
readers I1 have performed the operat-
ion successfully many times place thith
bottle in a vesseltassel of water t heiges
where it is designed to break atalsitaisals
fill the bottle to the same levellevei i nov
pour coal oiloll inside and out on
tterer cut a ring of paper fitting the bobot

ttietlele saturate with alcohol or b
eoso that it ttouches0 the oiloli PdpluralPourliuraluraiaissniss11 alSs9

gomecomesome inside the bottle set bonfireon nirefire tb
cold water preventstg the glagiaglassss birto ni
ing below its surface while the bopaexpand
sion caused by the heat

I1

vessel on the waterlinewater line 1 i SC
american j im

in new Orleorieorleansansaa young manaman
woman eloped and were marmarriettmarrieriedldili
motmotherher of the girl capturedthemaa
brought them before the e r a
separation she was informedinfo me tht a

t bebedonedone the oldoid lady survey
the couple for a moment and then ssaisal

Judge that girl aint fit to be mairlmarnj
she has spells has what exclaims
the judge why you see judge
but old lady could proceedproceeds
daughter sprung to her feet and

mother there aint no use ininsafza
any more pmim married and afiif
fit id like to eee the girl who isig


