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it is certain that out of the abundance of the
heart the mouth speak eth

1I am looking at a people who have been
driven from their homes and firesides sacri-
ficingg their goods to a wicked mob seeking
to find a place where they can be at peace
and when they get common sense enough
they will enjoy it ifyouyon ask the people to
pay their tithing some of them answer they
areaxe too poor or ifyou ask them to payp their
taxes to help build bridges and keep zemyemthem in
repair they are too poor even to do that and
somearoe cannot even go to utah when they are
wanted but they can go very well to the
zoldgold mines because that is thirtheir god if I1
cannot put away tobacco or spirits it provesprova
that I1 am a slave to lust which

1 I behold goodness and kindness in a ma-
jority of this people yet there are a few barrsand sharks that have deenbeenbeen caught in the net
that are a disgracedis to the whole I1 do actu-
allyilyliy see men and families who have not had
raiment to wear or a house to be in in a

bickly country and now when they are well
ladclad and are living in good houses they want
to leave them and go to california I1 say
unto them go your way you are welcome I1
am glad of it and I1 do not care how quick
geyrthey go for they are corrupt and want to
hearbear blasphemy from sunday morning to
saturday evening to see card tables and
drunkenness many of them are bound to go
to hellheu where they will see and hear and
feel the torments of the damned and the
time will come when they will be glad to
omecome out again

look again at the child with the fork it
may put out an eye with it or when it has
the razor it may cut itself manyblany of you
elders of israel are just as foolish I1 tellteil it
you in the name of the lord god almightyam I1 merciful to the weaknesses of manroan
1I am I1 realize it were it not for the mercy
of my father in heaven I1 should have been
cut down like many others when I1 see a
man commit folly in his weakness am I1 to
stretch out my hand to destroy that man

no but I1 will pull him out of the pit if I1
can my heart is open and I1 would as soon

alevenyouou cocouldid seesoe it as my face my father in
heavenheaten givesives me the privilege of life and
death and if this privilege were taken from
you you would be mere machines and cease
to act on your agency

this people is addicted tomtoa it is a faul tto
be always searching after doctrine and never
improving upon what they have they want
somethingoaioniething new something that they never
heard I1 doubt you have not heard all I1 have
aldmidaid this day get up here ye eldersciders of is-
rael and tell what is in you it is handworkharhard workdwork
to get a man to come on this stand to feed
the flock how dormant you are but many
of the elders say they want to go away and
preach to the people in thetho world la13 there
anyny bigger folks than we are that would
hear you yes there is ye eldersciders of israel

cutTP men of god how much do you know a
the kingdomkindom ofof god and yet you are

always wanting to know something more
wh n you ought to improve upon what you
havehive

the prophet acs mph said to mcamcime bout six
tfteendearsen years ago if I1 was to show the latter
day sainte all the revelations that thetho lord
haglas shown unto me there is scarce a man
that would stay with me they could not bear
it what is therothere so horrid that you cannot
lerlezhearitit every trait in character that hashis been

infused into man since the fall is as diamet-
rically opposed as light is to darknessye elders of israel do you know the ways
of god if the lord himself was to speak to
tell the latter day saints what to do he
would come in the capacity ofan elder in Is
raeland he would preach to you you would
hear precisely the very things that you do
now you may think I1 do not know but I1
know you dont let me reveal a little ofthe
will of the lord ifyou do not believe that
I1 tell you the very truth as the secretserret of the
heart of god you never will be eigher to him
than you now are ifhe were to come in his
power and glory you would dissolve away
and go down to hellheh ilehe will either appear
and you dissolve away or he will come in
the capacity ofa man

many men think ten times more ofaofa fool-
ish untimely dancingdancin fr party than of a prayer
meeting the man batthat knows the things of
god can say as the old prophet did 1I
would rather spend one day with the lord
than ten thousand days elsewhere one good
conference one evenineveningr spent in this manner
is sweeter to me than ilallail the frolics that can
be got up dancing is only to exercise the
body to enable it to attend to things of greagrea-
ter importance when eternal principlesprinciples are
carried out to every portion of human life
from the birth to the grave they bringbring peace
and joy in the holy ghost
1I will now refer to the seventies as a body
suppose I1 should appoint a meeting for to-

night about a dozen would come without
any candlescandies but if I1 were to say levelleveI1 this
stand for the band that we manhavemayhavehavehive a dance
they would brinybring the stoves from their
wiveswives bedsidesbedsides and would dance all night
and the house would be filled to overflowing
0 foolish eldersciders you are like the foolish
child you want the fork to put out your eyes
I1 make the same application to the high
priests and elders I1 feel sometimes that I1
could cusscuff every elders ears at other times
I1 could cry over their follies I1 have good
reason for these remarks

elders ask yourselves this question am
I1 not an elder am I1 not to preach to all saints
and sinners the proof of your choice isis inin
your conduct now appoint your meetings
and if you want a partner the lord will go90withmith you and the next meeting you appoint
you will have a third person with you As
for myself I1 would rather sit down in the
poorest house in this place and converse on
thothe things of god than go to 99 out of
parties that are got up and these arearc my real
feelings I1 go to please my brethren there i

is no sin in all the acts of mankind only to
him that makes it a sin there is no evil inin j
any thing only to him that makes it eoso we
ought to do all things that tend to building
up the kingdomkindom and to the glory of god
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bro parley P pratt
dear sir I1 hardly know howbow to address

you but I1 have set myself to work to learn i
smsomethingething in relation to this kingdomkmi d0 ithe first question Is it the zuttutdutyymiof a man
who comes into this church and who has noho
parents or relatives in the church to be a- a
adopted into the family of any other man or c
ia13 it my duty to be adopted into the family of
any brother who is in this church and icsoifso I1
live I1 the privilege to bobe adopted into the
amilyfamily ofany brother that I1 rasymay choose if

yea is the answer please to explain the matma
ter fully

2ndand can a man who has all the natural
parts of a man end lives as he should in thistins
church ever reach the celestial kingdom of
god if he have ao0o wife and raise Ano fajnaemo
in this world please explain

3rdard Is it the duty of parents to bless their
children or is it their duty to take thernthem t
the patriarch of the church to be blessed 1

ath what caused the banishment offs ta
from the presence of god pleasa an

fully
ath please to explain the resurrection fitj

the dead in the first second and all0resurrections
ath from what place are the forces ofgoggor

and magog as spoken of by john the revorev
lator to come

by giving me an answer to the foregoing
questions ioyouu will not only enlighten my
understanding upon these points but will re-
move several serious stumbling blocks that
constantly lie in my path my object is to
learn all that I1 can in regard to mormonism
not only for my own good but that I1 may
benefit a father and mother who are many
thousand miles from this place and who havahave
never heard the gospel of jesus christ as re-
vealed in the last daysday

A letter addressed to meroe to the care ofoferobrosamsaml snide and left at bro FFDD richards
will find me

feeling a deep and abiding interest in this
work as renewed in these the last days I1
have the pleasure of saying that I1 remain
your brother in thetha bonds ofof the everlasting
covenant
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dear brother your favor of
the uit and proceed to answer the sameanswer to question first I1 do not know

2ndand every man in this church who livesilves
as liehe slisilshouldouid will bobe saved in the celestial
kingdomlingcingdom

3rdard parents may bless their children sogo
may the patriarch

ath I1 either was not present at the banibadihh
ment of satan or have forgotten the particu-
larsars the probability is that he wished to
go0o to a warmer climate for his health

quite possible he searched so deeply after
thejie mysteries of the kinrdkingdomom that liehe

his duties as many zodo at the present
day ed

ath I1 have not the keys odtheofthe resurrection
lavinghaving never experienced it

ath do not know unless it is from the
burfour quarters of the earth or from the gold
mines

in reply to the other observations
in yours I1 would advise you to instruct

yourpour parents to seek out the elders of theth
hurchofof the saints and forsake their sins

andind be baptized in the name of jesus chris
or the remission of the same and they shall
receive the holy ghost andaad be satedsaved if they

to the end
As to stumbling blocks ifallan are as busy

is I1 am they will never have time to stumble
overiver them let alone removing them

please excuse brevity and believelieve me your
in the gospel
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