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mount, the Lord gave a command
that they should keep holy the SBab-
bath. That wne npot the Iib-
auguration of that day of rest;
but on that occasion He again
gave it sanction by His ho]yl
word. As Israel pursued their
travels they fere daily fed wit,h|
manna a8 was necessary for them,
the Lord sending a double portion
on the sixth day, that they might
rest on the seventh. This wase
prior to the giving of the command-
ment to which [ have referred.
The law, therefore, had been in
force bufore then. It is nn interest-
ing and solemn feature thuat the
Lord made ageclul provision for the
observance of the day. There were
many in Israel who complained at |
the burdens put upon them When
they were pursued by Pharaoh
they murmured bitterly agninst
Mopes, Some of them had lost
faith in the word of the Lord. 8o
it was with some when they gath-
ered manna, nad who took an extra
guantity less more should not come,
Lbut it would not "keep on their
hands. Thus it was that the Lord
impressed upon ancient Israclt the
necessity of keeping the Sabbath
holy; and He commauded that those
who disregarded the law in that re-
apect were to be stoned to Jeath—
which command was carrled out.
The Lord gave to [srael instruc-
tions that they should not work} but
He also rejquired that they should
nut be idle—-that they should offer
up their sncraments to Him. When
the disciples of the Bavior were
found fault with by the Jews, Jesus
declared to them that the Babbath
was made for man, not man for the
HBablath, and He taught the strict
observance of that day. 1n the
resent age He has given instruc-
ions to the Sainta to render obed-
fence to the lnws in &his respect.
He says:

And that thoo mayst more (ully
keep thyself unspo’red from the world,
thou shall go 1o the house of prayer
and offer Up thy sacraments Upoin my
lioly day.

or verily this i2 & day appointed
unto you to rest from your labors. and
to pny thy devotions unto the Most

i

H gh.

Neveriheleas,thy vow shall be offer-
ed up in righteousness on all days and
at all times.

But remember that on this the
Lord's day;, thon shall ofter thine obla-
tions and thy Sacraments unto the
Mos{ High, confessing thy sins unto
thy brethren, and before the Lord.

And on this day thou shalt do none
other thlnf. only let thy food be pro-
pared with singleness of heart that
thy fasting may be perfect, or, in other
words, that thy joy may be full,

Verily, this 18 fasting and*pray ar,or,
in other words, rejoieing and prayer.

Then follows the blessing that the
Lord will bestow on those who ob-
serve His Iaw in faijthfulness and
sincerity :

And inasmuch as ye do these things
with thanksgiving, with eheerful
heart and countspanee; not with
mnch laughter, for this is sin, but with
A glad heart and n cheerfnl counten-
ANCe;

- Verily I say that inasmuch as ye
.0 this, the fulness of the earth is
vours. the beuasts of the fleld and the
fowls of the air, and that which elimh.

{among the people of the present

eth upon the trees and waiketh upon
the earth;

Yoa, and the herb, apd the good

things which cometh upon the earth,
whether for food or for raiment, or for
houses, or for barng, or for orchards,
or for gardeus, or for vineyards.

Even if this later commnand had
not been given, the law would have
been in force upon us,but it has buen
repentel that we might more fully
understand just what is required of
us. We are commanded to keep
the day holy. That is, that it is
wilieated to the service of the Most
High, and ig to be used for no otheér
pukjpose. As a temple dedicated
and used only for the service of the
Lord, 8o is the Bablbath to be
made holy. We cannot. as Baints, |
afford to look upoen the. day with
sucli carelessness as is apparent

time. LI wedo,the displeasure of
the Lord will be upon us. When
thers were not so many in our
midst who did not believe as we do,
there was less temptation; but teduy
the Babbath seems to be looked upon
as a dny of recreation, and if that
course is persisted in by the Saints,
God’s curse will be upon them.

This Is mot a day when we can
look upon the word of the Lord as
being buta hollow sound. lle has
gaid to us, Remember the Sabbath
dny, to keep it holy. That day is.
His, aml we eannot disregard this
fact without meriting and bringing
the cursv of the Almighty. Let us
conslder this fact, and remember
that we will have to giveanaccount
of what we do upon that day. It is
not & time for visiting or of pleasure
seeking, but of offering macraments
unto (tod. Thestatistics of the world
show that those nations who have
Lbest observed the Sabbnath have
been the most prosperous, and se
wHI it be again. If we have been
going astrny in this rticular, let
us repentuf’t.his sin. Christ teaches
us to ask that we be not led
Into temptation. He who thinks
he lins strength in himsell to with-
stand all temptation is not wise.
The brave man s always fearful lest

he should be overcome, and battles |

to prevent that result, The brave
are they who fear danger but meet
it beeause duty ealls them to do so.
Let uf not be afraid te tremble
when we are in the midst of tempta-
tlon. We are not secure from it
until we have passed beyoud this
life. Itis said that fools mnakea
mockery of 8in, But God’s chil-
dren do not do so. If we give way
to small temptations, this condition
becones a species of intoxieation,
and we are led on to worse, while
at the same time we are deprive | of
the power to realize our position.
Bu! with the Spirit of Ged inour
hearts, we are nble to realize our
condition and aveid Iimpending
danger.

This isa time when we should
congider the circumstances jn which
we are placed. This is a day of
temptation. Latter - day. Saints
shoultl so llve that the ehnnnel of
commuunjeation with the heavens ig
alwnys open. Let us continually
struggle to overcome evil, remem-
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‘greatest.  Unless we fear to fall, the

avil one is aptto lend us astraX:
Ag®ainfs we have upon us respon-
sibilit es that others have not. W
cannot nfford to violate the coven-
ants we have made with our FatheT-

| May we live Insuch a manner that

His Spirit may nPide with us.

us rcmember the Sabbath day Y0
keep it holy, und remember to keep
nll Iis commandnients.

The word of Almighty God has
gone forth that He will briong vic,
tory to His peoplo, and He wiil ful®
fil Hig promise. We llave no timt
to spund Yn fenring the outcome of
thiz work, but ruther tremble lest we
fall into sin.  Let us rejoice in the
promises our Father has maje @
those who are faithful. We are not
callal upon to fight with earha
weapons, and as long as we do the
will of the Lerd He will fight our
battles. [f weserve Him with full
purpose of, heart, He will protect u8,
while if we rest upon any man of
men we will be mistaken.
us trust. im  God, not mal
let us worship ‘Him, not the power®
and viches of thig world. Thos
among ug who rely on our Father
will not have to cry in vaip,  Let
ug, then, five that we may be pure
and fit habitations for the spirit of
God, and bring our bodles ns Dedl
perfection ns we ean. Then great
will 1w the blesaliTgs of (iod upon us,
and Hiv ce.and joy will abide
avith us lorever.
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announced that on Tuesday evel
ing, June 1lth, a grand concert
would be given In the Taberuacle
ih aid of the sufferers by the recent
grent disaster jn Pennsylvanin, JHe
adviged all of the people to give

liberally for the benefit of
the istressed, this being
duty that tfwy owe] to  hu-

manity. Some inight say that
when the Latter-day Saints were 10
sore distress there were none who
came to their aid. But that is Do
excust for thelr not ‘aiding others
who nre suffering. 1t 1s a partof
the religion of the Lat.wr-dﬂg'
Saints to help aml comfort the 8-
flicted, regardless of their race OF

religion.

Et‘ider Penrose bore testimony
the correctnuss of the instruction®
glven hy Eider Talmage. Of all
people those professing to be Lattet
dny Snints should observe the Sab-
ba%h in the way the Lord had di-
rected them. .This wae not In the
manner of the Puritan Sablath, but
as n day of rest, of golog to $®
house of prayer, and of enjoying
commubion with the Lord. 1t w88
no time for excursions, or feastings
but all things done on that day
should Le performed with a re:lliz‘::i'
tion that it was the Lord’s day ant.
should be dedicnted to Him.'

As to temmptations among the
ple, these were necessary for w
sducation. Offenses have bee':
brought into the eommunity, bu
wot unto these by whom they have
come. No Haint vngages in suc
business. On the contrary, thel_"u‘z
Saints use all their infl uencaagﬂml’_
it. They are responsible for thel
example and instructions. They 3%

bering that when we seem to be the
safegt the danger Is sometimes the

not and should not force others v
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