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I Am thankful to-day for this op-

rtunity of meeting with my
rethren and sisters in this fine
hall to worship God and spend a
lJittle time in reflecting upon the
principles of the gospel. of Jesus
Christ, and I am thankful also for
this opportunity of bearing my testi-
mony to the truth of the work in
which we are engaged. 1 trust that
during the short time I shall gtand
before;you I may Le led by the Holy
Spirit to say something which will
edify and instruet the people.

It was remarked by Brother N.
H. Felt, who was just addressed us,

answer the question—wherein do the

iatter-day Sainte, or ‘““Mormons,™
differ in their views from the rest
of the people who profess the Chris-
tian religion. True this would be a
difficult question to answer in a few
There are a

tween our doctrines and ‘the doc-
trines of the so called Christian
world, but if I were to attempt (o
answer the guestion in brief 1 would
say the chief diflerence consists in
this: ‘'that the religion which we
have received has come down. from
God out of heaven direct, by revela-
tion, in the day and age in which
we live, while the religicns which
are believed in by the various Chris-

tian denominations who meet to-day |

in diflerent parts of the world to
worship God, most of which have

~ been in existence for a long time

have Dbeen in every case ar-
ranged by men. The people who
belong to the various Christian sects
all profess to believe in one book—the
Bible, and in one God, but their
ideas in regard to religion and in re-
gard to the manner in which God
shall be worshjpped and. served are
very different,and when we trace up
the origin of their religion we find
that in every case with perhaps one
exception they have been started
by menj by individuals who, no
doubt, in the first place believed
they were enlightened of God and
had come to theconelusion that such
and such doctrines were the doc-
trines of Christ,and that it was their
duty| to preach these docirines,
They convinced others of the truth
of the ideas which they had adopted
and together they formed a religious
society., Now, we shall find that
this is the case with all those differ-.
ent sects and parties that com-
pose modern - Christendom with
the exception perhaps of the
church which is called the (hurch
of Rome, the Roman Catholic
church. That c¢hurch professes
to be a continuation of the church
which Jesus Christ established, . It
professes to have the same authori-

ty, handed down from generation to]

generation, which was exercised by
the ancient apostles. 1t professes to
have the keys that Peter held. The
Pope of Rome professes to be the

- hood of the echurch of Rome profess
to bave the same aulhority,
or similar authority, or a

succession of the autlority, which |

was held in the primitive Christian
Church. They say there has been
nc interruption of this line of priest-
hood in the c¢hurch which Jesus
Christ established, to build up which
the ancient Aposties last their, lives
—that this priesthood has beenscon-
tinued down through the stream of
time to our own period. All the rest

~of the denominations called Christi

an have sprung from that  body di-
rectly or indirectly, and their orga-
nization was started in the way that
1 have briefly described. | . .

You see then there is a great dif-
ference between our professions andy
the professions of all the rest of’ the
Christian world in this particular.
We testify that in the day and age
in which we live, God, who spoke in
ancienl times to the prophets, and
in the meridiar of time Ly his only
begotien Son, bas uttered his wvoice
again out of heaven; that Jesus
who died on Calvary that we might
live, has manifested himselfin this
day and age of the world; that the

angels of God, who were amen. that|

ministered in the name of the Lord
in the flesh in tinres of "old, who
died in the trath and live in God,
have come to the earth in this age
of the worid and revealed the thimes
of God; and that thiz Church of

| to these mountains that they may

| No; they received it direct from the
{ Lord, direct from the heavens, for

| his day, ““If any of you laek wisdom,

'and it shall be given him. But let

i

dom of man,not by persons who |
have reflected and studied an'd come
to certain conclusions in their own

minds and then founded &
church, but that it has been|
organized and established and

carried on amd directed under
the immediate revelations of the
Most High God. You see this isquite
a difference. There is quite a dis-
tinction between us and all the rest
of the people called Christians. 1
do not kiow, however; whether tl_]E.
great body of people called Chris-
tians will allow us: 1o adopt that
name. They- dispute our right to
the title of Christians, They eall
us “Mormons”—rather a foglish
title to give us. Mormon is the
name of a man, a servant of God, a

rophet of the Most High, who
Fived anciently on this econtinent
and wrote some of the things re-
vealed to him in a book called the
Book of Mormon; and because we
believe in that book, our “Christian™
friends call us “Mormons.” We
might just as well call them Pe-
ters, because they believe in i’eter;
we might just as well call them
Pauls, Jeremiahs, Isaiahs or Lukes,
because they believe in the sayings
of these men written in the  book
called the Bible.

But the stranger might say, “It
is very well for you to make such |
a statement as you have madey that
your Church has been orgaized Ly |
the eommandment of God and by
the revelation of God in the present
day, but how can you 'prove that
to the world?”’ 'There 1s a very
simple way by which this can be
found out, by which the ftruth or!
falsity of what 1 bave said can be
established. The people who live
here in Utab, who have been gath-

-
=

' Jives.

ered here from a great many difler-
ent parts of the earth, are here.be-.
cause they know that what I have |
8
This is what brought them here.
They have. not come up (o the
heights of these mountaing to dig
for gold or .silver, to make them-
selves rich with the fruits and pro-
ducts of the earth, or to unite to-
gether to establish some socialistic
system for the mere beltering of
their temporal circumstances. They

wkenn of this afternoon 1§ true,.| pose

s

a tef-?.timun.}' direct from the Al-

mighty to their own souls that God |

had in very deed commenced the
great work of the latter days spoken
of by all the holy prophets since the
world began. What was the result
of this teaching? Why, in eveg*
place, in every part of the worlq,
among any people, no matter what
their former customs or réligion
might have been, no matter what
condition they might be in, no mat-
ter how they had been educated, no
matter of what race they might be,
wherever they heard the sound of
this gospel and obeyed it, they re-
ceived a testimony of the truth of
this work and therefore havegather-
ed up to these mountains.

This is my testimony to this con-
gregation this afternoon: that hav-
ing received this gospel and obeyed
it in the way that I have pointed
out, I received a testimony to my
own soul from the Almighty by
which I have no longer any doubt as
to its trath, no Jonger to (I'E{]'E'Ild up-
on the testimony of man. * 1 can say
for myself before God, before the

 heavenly hosts, ‘beforé’ ‘all nations

wherever I may be fenft,that I know
this work is true. T know that God
I know that God hears and
I know that Jesus

andwers prayer.
I''know that angels

is the Christ.

have come down from the heavens | pric |
in the flesh. Now, 1 do not know

in these the last times;and restored
the ancient gospel. 1 know that the
holy priesthood, the power of God,
the authority to administer in the
name of the Lord, held by men in
ancient times, has bgen restored to
men in these the latter days,and that
it is here upon the earth never to be |
taken away again until the work has
been accomplished for which it was
sent; until every nation shall hean
the sound of the gospel; until every
nation, kindred, tongue and peo-
ple shall hear ~“of the pur-
_ of the Great . Jehovah;
until’ all people gshall be watned, and
the honest’ and uapright and the
truth-loving in every clime shall be
gathered unto the fold of Christ;
until ‘the way shall be f'r:mred for
the coming of the rd Jesus
Christ—to reign in Mount Zion and
Jerusalem, and before his ancients
gloriously; until” the earth is Tre-

S

have come here from the east, from
the wesrt, from the north and from
the south, from the different conti-

|

deemed from thecurse; until Satan
and his hosts are bound; until the
great work of God is accomplished

nents and from the islands of the

afterncon, They have investi-
gated the subject; they
course pointed out to them by which
they could find out the truth or fal-
sity of this work for themselves,
and having received a testimony
that it is true they have come up
here to these mountains; they have
left their homes in various lands,
they have turned their backs on
their former homes and relation-)
ships, broken up their business af-
fairs, many of them have left friends
and family and have come up here

learn more of this important work,
having first of all received a testi-
mony from God that it is true.
Well, some one may say, “How. did
they find it out? Did they find it
out because somebody told them?
Did “they receive their testimony
from some other man or woman?

“God is no respector of persons, but
in every nation he that feareth him
and worketh righteousness is ae-
ceptaed of Himj’ he js justas wil|
ling to manifest himself to an IEng-/
lishman,an A merican,a-Seotch man,

dinavian, a South Sea Islander or|
anybody else, as 1 a Jew. How did
they obtain this testimony? The

sea, because in their own souls they |
have received a testimony similar) _
to that which I have borne this| glorify God throughout the countless

took the [

an Irishman, n Dutchman, a Scan-{

Apostle James, some f whose writ-
ings we have in this bock called the
New Testament, told the people in

‘let him ask of God that give'h to all
men liberally and upbraide'h not,

him ask in faith, nothing wavering.
For he that wavereth is like a wave
of the sed driven with the wind and
tossed. For et not’ that mian think
that he- $hall receive anything of
the Tord™ Now when the iders
of this Church went out with this
testimony that God had again spoken
from the heavens, that communica-.
tion between the heavens and the
earth, which was once enjoyed by
men of old, had again been opened
ups “they told the people whe
heard their words thabif they would
believe in the true and living God,
if they would believe in the Lord
Jesus Christ,” if - they  would
repent of their sins and be baptized
m water for the remission of sins,
they should receive the Holy Ghest,

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
has been arganized not by the wis-

and all his children brought up from
death and hell and the grave, and
placed in a position where they can

ages of eternity.

It is popularly supposed that when
our elders go out as missionaries to
the different countries of the earth
that they go for the purpose of in-,
ducing {.}eﬂp]e to gather hereto these
peaceful valleys, that they might be
made subservient to our leaders.
That is the popular idea:. There
cannot, however, be anything more
false and ridiculous than this. What
object could men have in taking the;
trouble to go, as our elders do,. 1o
face the frowns of the world, to be
scoffed at and despised,, to travel
‘“‘without purse or scrip,” as did the
ancient servants of God, suffering
contumely, persecution, privation,
and even hunger and thirst, travel-
ing foot-sore and weary, among a
people who, generally speaking, do
not desire to hear their testimony?
Their object is to preach the gospel
of Christ, and to bear witness of this
great work, It is not merely: to ga-
ther people to these mountains, |
When people do come here they
come just as I have said,—because
they have received the gospel, and
know it to be true. They come. up
here that they may learn more of|
the ways of the Lord. And thisis
the testimony that our elders bear
wherever they may be sent: -That
(God has restored the ancient gospel
and that heis building up his church
ou the earth again for the last time;
that the hour of Gotl’'s judgment is
nigh; that the angel to whom Bro-
ther Felt referred, and about whom
he quoted. from the revelations of St.
John, has come {o' the earth with
“the everlasting gospel to' preach to
every nation, and kindred, and ton-;
gue, and people, saying with a loud
voice,fear God and give glory to him
for. the hour of kis judgment is
come.”’. This is our testimony, tiiis
is why we go forth, and ‘when thie/
people hear our-testimony and be-
lieve it and call wpon the Lord for a
witness they receive it, and then,
they.are wiliing to forego everything
for the sake of the gospel.

There is another great difference
between our religion -and the reli-
aions of the world; and that consists
in the power and authority of the
priesthood to which I have briefly
referred. Now, it is frue that the
chureh ealled the Church of Rome,
professes to have the priesthood.

and by this spirit they should obtain

(hat churcly professes ta have the!

Peler, James, and, John, who held

ceived the Holy Ghost. But the

same authority which was in t.hua1
ancient chureh, and that it has been
handed ‘down from generation to
reneration to our own times. The
%hurch of England—or the Episco-
Fﬂl Chureh as it is called here—pro-
esses to have a portion of that same
authority, The Greek Church also
professes to have a portion of that
authority. They are branches or ofl-
shoots  from this Roman Catholic{
Chureh; but the rest of the Chris-
tian .denominations repudiate any
idea of a priesthood. . [hey  think
there is no need for any priesthood.
They say that Jesus was the Great
High Priest, and that there is mno
need for any more priests; that is

the prevalent idea among the rest of | p

the Christian sects. But. we do be-
lieve in the necessity of this priest-
hood, and say that it has been re-
stored from heaven in this our own
times. In what way? In the first
lace John the Baptist, who went
fore Jesus to prepare the way for
him as the prophets - predicted,
who held the priesthood of Aaron, or
the Levitical
person who baptized Jesus in the
river Jordan, and who was heheaded
for preaching the word of the Lord,
has come to the earth in this day
and age of the world and ordained
man to the same authority and
iesthood that he held while he was

that there is another people on the
face of the earth that, possess any
such thing as that, so that .in that
respect there is a great difference be-
tween our religion and the religions
of the world. Further, we testify
that not enly this lesser priesthood
which was held by John . the Bap-
tist has been  restored, but: that

the Apostleship, the same priesthood
which Christ_held, have come in
this our own time and restored the
authority which they held. “As my
Father hath sent me, even so send I
you,” said .Jesus to  his Zdisciples.
Chey were ordained to the same au-
thority that he held. YWhat autho-
rity was that? . We are told that
Chirist was called to be_a priest for
ever after the order of . Melchisedec,
an unchangeable priesthood, ever-
Jasting, without beginning of days or
end of years, He conferred the same
priesthood upon his apostles, and
Yeter, James and John were left to
take eharge of the church when he
departed; they had the keys of the
kingdom; whatsoever they should
bind on earth was to le bound in
heaven, and whatever they should
loose on earth was to be -loosed in
heaven. Now, we testify that these
three individuals holding the keysof
.ﬂ)ﬂ.t*ﬂfﬂstlﬁﬂhfp, the higher priest-|
hood, have come down to the earth
as ministering beings in our own
times and ordained the Prophet
Joseph Smith to the same Apostle-
ship and thood and authority
which they lield, and through him
it has been conferred upon others, so
that the ancient authority and
priesthood held by men of God in
times of old, is heére on theearth in
this Church of Jesus Christ of Iat-
ter-day Baints. . 3
Then thereis another difference be-
tween us and therest of the peoaar
called Christian who. profess to

lieve in the Christian religion. This{

lesser priesthood holds the power:to
baptize for the: remission of sins
among other things, but it does not
hold the power to confer the Holy
Ghost npon the peo
the Baptist baptized for the remis-
sion of sins he said, “There cometh
after me one mightier than I, the|
Iatchet' of whose shoes I am not
worthy' to unloose. 1 indeed have
baptized you with waler: but he
shall baptize you with the Holy
Ghost,” And we read in the New
Testament, in the Acts of the Apos-
tles, thaton a certain occasion when
the Apostles were passing through
the upper coasts of Ephesus they
found certain diﬁ;{;i‘ide& who had
simply been baptized with the bap-
tism of John: whe did. nothing but
baptize for the remission of gins; he
having no authority to lay ‘his hands
upon the people; they had not re<|

Apostles had received that power
and authority from Jesus Christ
which he himself held, and they
laid their hands ‘upon these geopie
and they received the Holy Ghost.
Here is the diflference, or one point
of ‘diflerence, between those two
priesthoods. Now this priesthood |
has not remained upon the earth,
hence the necessity of restoring it.
The 'only person in Christendom
whao professes to have the keys of
the apostolic priesthood is the Pope
of Rome. What is the Pope of Rome?
Is be an apostle? No: Lie does not
profess to be an apostle. Then how
cawe he to be the successor of Poter?
Peter was an gpostle. He held thae'!

>

priesthood—that same | £

ple. When John |

| possible for others to see things

 for themselves.

keys that Christ gave to him. Christ
ordained him. Does the Pope of
Rome profess 10 have the keysof
revelation? No, he does not profess
to receive any new revelation. He
with others sometimes meet in holy
Convoecation, as it Is called, they
meet in council, they enunciate cer-
tain dogmas, but he does not pro-
fess to receive any rev on from
God. - What was t.he%tea wer of
the ancient apostieship? -~ The

wer to commune with the

ighest, The form cf the apostleship
was nothing; the power was every-
thing. That power departed from
the earth, The people in ancient
times were unworthy of it. They
ut out - the lights of God which
God had placed in the world, and
left themselves in darkness, They
cuf short the A postles’ lives, and the
world was left in the gloom. They
would not have the power and autho-
rity of that Apostleshipin their midst
and instead of the ancient church of
Christ with the power of God, with
the ministration of angels, with the
ifts and blessings we read about in
the New Testament, we find arising
a church.of a different form, a
church that has persecuted the
Saints, a church that is stained with
the blood of the innocent, 4 church
that put people to death for their re-
ligious belief, (which the church of
Christ never did), and yet that
church, including  all the wvarious
contending denominations and sects
exfant upon the earth is called
“Christian!” .

Now, our festimony to the world
is that God has restored these two
ancient priesthoods— that is, the
power to administer in the name of
the Lord by authority and that  the
power of God accompanies that au-
thority. Here are men who profess
to have the right to administer the
ordinance of baptism for the remis-
sion of sing, who profess to have the
authority to lay handsupon the peo-
ple for the gift of the Holy Ghost,
Now, an impostor might profess to
have’ this power. Having read
about it in the New Testament, and
seeing that the ancient servants of
God pessessed such power, 'a man
might profess'to'have authority to
Jay hands‘upon people for the  be-
stowal of the Holy Ghost. But an
impostor cannot really confer the
Holy Ghost, That comes from God.
No man can bestow the gift of the
Holy Ghost upon any one; that is
the gift of God. We read about a
man who thought he could purchase
this power. e offered the Apostles
money for it.  But Petersaid unto
him, *“Thy money perish with thee,
because thou hast thought that the
gift of God may be purchased with
money.” | -

Now, here we have in Utah about
150,000 peoplr. A great many of
them came to these mountains un-
der very adverse . cireumstances
Chey left their various homes iin
different parts of the world to gather
out here with the Saints. Wh
Because they knew that this was
the wcrk. of God by the girt and

wer of the Holy Ghost. How dil
hey receive if? "They received it
by the laying on of hands of men
who prof 1o have the authority
todo so. Now the fact that they
received the gift of  the Holy Ghosé
1Is a proof that the power of God a¢
companied the administration. The
same fruits that were made manifest
in days of old are made manifest to-
day. We read in the New Testa
ment that certain gifts existed in
the ancient church. The sick were
healed and the Jame made to walk.
Some had the gift of tongues, others
the interpretation of tongues, others
the gift of prophecy, etc. What wai
the effect of the existence of these
gifts? Union, eoncord, brotherly
love, all seeing eye to eye. Now,
inasmuch as we find the same gifts
among the Latter-day Saints, ab
though of ditlerent nationalities, for-
merly of different religions, brough!
up in different ways—is evidenct

ear and.plain that the power
God is in .the midst of this people
that the Holy Ghost has been con
ferred upon them, and this is thei
united testimony. This is clear #
me, but it may not be clear to er
erybody ‘else. I do not believe f
as
do unless they take the same eourst
as 1 have done and test the matie
If a man believé
in God and in his son Jesus Chris
and in the seriptures, he will mank
fest his faith by receiving the do®
trines Jaid down and the commant
ments given; and if he will ask?
God he will receive a testimony. !
can make bold to promise this bl
sing ‘to every man and woman
this house—and T do it in the napt
of the Lord Jesus Christ—if the!
will obey this gospe)l which God
hns  sent -fmpét heaven “for 'hf




