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rather warm dayg, is fine and no ar-
dent lover could wish for more cool
and beautiful nights than are comrnon
in this lavored 1and, But notwith-
atanding that nature has been lavish
with her favors, Tahiti is not a pleas-
ant pluce in which to live. Quite the
oppoaite to one who has been reared
amobg the Baints of God,and cone is
reminded most forcibly thai ii is the
people, anyd not the natural advantages
of a place tbat make a conulry great,
pto-perous and desirable. Qur moun-
tajn home, though once a deserr, has
more Howers anu prettier gardens than
Tahiti, with all her coplous rains fruit-
ful soil and genial sunshine. What
wonders can be worked woere there is
faith and censtant devotion!

Tahiti has a population of about 7,000
and there are trom oneto fourcburches
in every eettlement, representing five
ditferent faiths, Papeete, our nead-
quarters, has a population of probably
2,000 natives and contalps a verilahle
horde of office-holders of the French
government which took forcible posses-
sfon of the islands in 1844, though Uap-
tain Cock with wapliftel hand had
declared them to be hls majesty’s, [1!9
king of England’a, in 1769. Their
mgral influence (the Freocn) is bau
and the public examplesset by many
of those high in authority are wnost
diggustlng. The sanction ot immpral-
ity (by absence of law aa well ap indi-
vidual acts) augmented by the presence
of Iarge companies of goldiers and
gailors from the meu of war and differ-
ent trading ships, has a demoralizing
effect upon missionary labor among
the native pevple of Papeete and who
are only too 3pt Lo imitate the vices
rather than the virtues of those witn
whom they come in contact. Tbe
curse of drunkenness i3 deeply rooted
among the people of this town ang my
observalion leads me to believe that
there are few wno do not become more
or less frequently intuxicated. ‘This
evil ia ullowed Lo grow without restric-
tion, no laws being made to control ir.
A crowd of druokssinging and dane-
ing (sometimes the bula-huis) in front
of s police station 18 not an unususl
occurrenoe. In th_ta country villages
there is notsc mucih of it, Breweries
and gin halie are not so conveniently
situated. The people are lazy any in
nine caees out o1 ten where you ask
one his occupation he will
apswer ‘‘parahi Doea,”’ which means
when literally translated, “sltting
continually.’? The men are strong,
Justy fellows capable of doing goou
work and which they do w: en neces-
pity presses them. ln carrying their
fopd from the mountaioe they will
often suetain a burden of from 125 to
176 Ibs tor many miles. The women
generally attend to the household work
and the men supply the family with
their few necessities Bs in our own
land. A mnes} for the tamily coste but
a few cents, and tbey can teach the
white man & leston on economy in
cooking. The firewood used by the
housewife in America toelmply kindle
the fire ie sufficient by their mode ol
cooking to prepare the family meal. 1t
is done in thls way: A hole is scooped
in the ground ia which the kindhnpgs
are placed and covered with small
stones about nalf the size of an egg.
When they have become hot the re-
malning embers are soraped away and
“the food placed upon them (fish, etc,,

being wrapped up in leaves) and the
whole is thep covered with a thick
layer of leaves to keep in the heat anu
steam, and allowed to remain for an
hour or so. It is tben ready to be
served. The preparation of a meal
generally takes irom two to three
hours, for the siraple reason they keep
pothing ow hand, and when they be-
come bungty they are forced to haut
kindling wood, climb the trees for
cocoanuts, gatber herba to flaver their
leods and in facl everything neceseary,
They have no system whatever and
keep nothing prepared for futuare
wante, Conseguently they mre very
often in rather stiaigbtened circum-
stances and compelled to live on nalf
fare. YYhai! you ask, live on half Iare
in & land 8o lertile =and blest
with the vopious rains of heaven?
Yes; live on half fare and go to bed
with a empty slomach, where with a
little thoughr, and less work, every-
thing to sustain life might be hay with-
in 8 tew rods of the doorstep. 1 have
had my enduring qualities tested once
ortwjce and am ready to candidly con-
fess that a native can go without any-
thing to eat for a longer period tban
anyone { ever eaw. At one time whenp
Brothser Capnon and I wete 1o the
country living on half fare, he awoke
onemorning from a fairyland dream 1n
which he thought he ate & good meal,
to find his shirt ripped at thbe back
almost from top to bottom and which
his gaunt condition made quite inex.
plicable. That imagipation is the
stepping stone to reality, at least for
the time being,® herein fully demoun-
strated.

When partaking of their humble
meal they equat on the ground and eat
with their fingers, geaerally first play-
fully rolling and moulding it in their
hanuds, ang constantly dipping their
tingers into & port of sauce which is
gonveyed into the mouth by a violent
saction and which sounds, as near es
cal convey it on paper, lize z Z2 z 0-0-0t
if you pronounce it with an ioward
motion of the breath, it always re-
minds me of the dude, who, after
smacking his lips over a dish of ice
cream, with n two-for-a-nlckle smile,
said to his intended, **It’a good Bal, go
puy you some,?”> They retire to rest at
dark and arise at daybreak, or as it is
termed 1in their toogue f‘feraprac,”’?
(the time whben itis light enough to see
tiies flying.) They bathe frequently
and ae a general tule keep their bodies
clean, tbough one not infrequently
meets with disagreeable effluvia, such
as 18 noticed 1o coming io contact with
our Indians.

The native hoose ia made of bamboo
canes, Lhe roof of carefully arranged
long, tough leaves which keep out tbe
wet a8 well as shingles, and grass re-
sembling our wild bay is spread on the
ground tor a flcor. They are cocl and
ury butin a couple of years or 8o begin
to jovk like old torsaken chicken coops,

The people are naturally socialie and
hospitable though the degeptions so
oiten praciiced upon them have made
them rather shy of foreigners, W hen
we are received they give us the very
hest they have and spare no pains to
make us comfortable and wilieven go
out and borrow beds, ete., that onr
stay may be a pleasant one., Near
friends and relatives salute with a Kiss
and othera by shaking hends and we
are spared the ordeal of nose rubbing

which 1is customary in New Zealand.
When one wishes to leave he teils the
occupsants Lo sit or remain where they
are. They then ask him if he is going.
He replies in the affirmative and they
tell him to go Wwhicn to the stranger at
firet sounds rather odd, but when one
reflects a littie it seems to be much
more sensible than pressing one to re-
main with a hope-you-don’t emile as is
quite customary iu our country. Their
only social amusement is singing, and
every Sunday and sometimes soveral
times during the week our neighbors
equat down in a circie under a tree,
ram flows freely, sopg tollows zong,
and peal after peal of silvery laughter
is borne on the balmy mir. A more
noisy or jolly crowd is eeldom seen.
*his is continued ali day and in some
cases for three or four days at a siretch,
barely stopping for meals and sleep,
which is another proof of their endur-
ing powers.

Intelligently they ate vet far behind
the civilized racges, hsve not much
execulive ability, while system and
order are almost unknown. They have
very peculiar ways of reasvning some-
times, and we are continuslly asked
maoy curious questions. On exhibit-
ing a photograph of our newly com-
pleted Tempie I was askeu by & con-
vert wby the Church uid not build
one like that here in Tahiti, *‘All the
people witl then join the Church,”’
sald he. Amnother wanted to know
wby Queen Victoria did not come to
vigit them and when told she ruled
over ten thousand islande, he said it
would be goou to visit all the people.’?
They have no iuveaof number and even
forget their ages, Oue asked where
money came from and upon learning
it was taken from the eartn, wanted to
know it it was planted and grew.
Their ianguage is pleasing to the ear
being much softer tban our own. Iue
construction ia slmple and there are
but lew ohenges in the conjugation of
the verh, though the iaok of proper text
books makes the task of learning Lo
speak somewhat difticult. The pro-
nunciation 1s phonetic. To com-
raence on the Bible, the most finished
and difficult part of the language, ls
like teaghing a ohild to read before it
tnows the A B {’s or to oclimb an al-
most perpendicular mountain, yet such
is the difficulty we have to encountet,

and [ am happy to say we have suc-

ceeded in climbing some few steps up
the mountain where we can get our
heads above the tangled brusbwood
and see where we are al,

Many amusing incidents might be
told 8t our expense, of our enueavors
to make ourselves understood, While
holding consultiation near the beach
the tirst day of our arrival some friends
brought a couple of basketsof bananas.
After partaking freely we desired to
tbank them but uid not know how.
Having plcged up & few words I at-
tempted to tell them they were very
good, thinking they would draw tbe
inferepce that we were thankfui, but
unknowingly salu they were nof very
good. On another occasion several of
the boy? were swWimminyg in & canyon
stream neal by when several young
jadies came along anod sat on the shere
to watch. tbem in their sport. They
endeavored to politely invite them Lo
go away but insteau told them to
come neuter.
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