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mitter warm days is fine and no ar-
dent lover could wish for more cool

and beautiful nights than are common
in this favored land but notwith-

standing that nature has been lavish
with her isfavorsivors tahiti is not a pleas
anant place in which to live quite the
opposite to one who has been reared
among the saints of god and one is
reminded most forcibly that itii is the
people and not the natural advantages
of a place that make a country great
prosperousproppro porouserous and desirable our moun-
tain home though once a desert has
more flowers and prettier gardens than
tahiti with all her copious rains fruit-
ful soil and genial sunshine what
wonders can be worked anere there is
faith and constant devOtdevotioniOnI

tahiti has a population of about
and there are from one to four chchurchesu robes
in every settlement representing five
different faiths papettePapeete our head
quarters has a8 population of probably
2 natives and contains a veritable
horde of officeholdersoffice holders of the french
government which took forcible posses
ionglon of the islands in 1844 though cap-

tain cook with uplifteduplifteJel hand had
declared them to be hisbis majestymaje the
king of england in 1769 their
moral influence the french is bad
and thebe public examples set by many
of those high in authority are most
digausting the sanction of immoral-
ity by absence of law as well as indi-
vidual acts augmented by the presence
of large compancompaniestee of soldiers and
sailorsmanors from the men of war and differ-
ent trading ships has a demoralizing
effect upon missionary labor among
the native people of papette and who
are only too apt to imitate the vices
father than the virtues of those with
whom they come in contact the
curse of drunkenness is deeply rooted
among the people of this tawn and my
observation leads me to believe that
there are few who do not become more
or less frequently intoxicated this
evil is allowed to grow without restric-
tion no laws being made to control it
A crowd of drunks singing and danc-
ing sometimes the hulahuia hula in front
of a police station is not an unusual
occurrence in the country villages
therehere is not so80 much of it breweries

and giugill halls are not so conveniently
situated the people are lazy and in
nine oasescases out of ten where you ask
one hisbis occupation he will
answer farahi noa which means
when literally translated sitting
continually the men are strong
lusty followsfellows capable of doing good
work and which they do wtwi en neces-
sity presses them in carrying their
food from the mountains they will
often sustain a burden of from tuto

theibs for many miles the women
generally attend to the household work
and the men supply the family with
their few necessnecessitiesiLleS as inilk our own
land A meal for the camily costs but
alowa few cents and they can teach the
white man a lesson on economy in
cooking the firewood used by theibe
housewife in america to simply kindle
the fire is sufficientinsufficient by their mode of
cooking to prepare the family meal it
is done in this way A hole is scooped
in the ground lain which the kind lings
are placed and covered with small
stonesownes about half the size of an egg
when they have become hot the re

embers are scraped away and
the food placed upon them fish etc

being wrapped up in leaves and the
whole isin theothen covered with a thick
layer of leaves to keep in the heatbeat audand
steam and allowed to remain for an
hour or so it is then ready to be
served the preparation of a meal
generally takes from two to three
hoursboure for the simple reason they keep
nothing ou hand and when they be
come hungry they are forced to hunt
kindling wood climb the trees for
cocoanutscocococoa anutenuts gather herbs to flavor their
foods and in fact everything necessary
they have no system whatever and
keep nothing prepared for future
wantewant consequently they are very
often in rather straightened circum-
stances and compecompelledlleti to live on half
fare whatwhal you ask live on half fare
in a land so fertile and blest
with the copious rains of heavenyesyee live onOB half fare and go to bed
with a empty stomach where with a
little though t and lesslees work every-
thing to sustain life might be had with-
in a lewfew rods of the doorstep I1 have
hadbad my enduring qualities tested once
or twice and am ready to candidly con-
fess that a native can go without any-
thing to eat for a longer period than
anyone I1 ever saw at one time when
brother cannon and I1 were in the
country living on half fare he awoke
one morning from a fairyland dream in
which he thought he ate a good meal
to find his shirt ripped at the back
almost from top to bottom and which
his gaunt condition made quite inex-
plicable that imagination tois the
stoppingstepping stoneatone to reality at least for
the time ingisbeingbringisbe is herein tullyfully demon-
stratedst

when partaking of their humblebumble
meal they squat on the ground and eat
with their fingers generally first play-
fully rolling and it in their
hands and constantly dipping their
fingers into a sort of sauce which is
conveyed into the mouth by a violent
suctionauction and which sounds as near soes I1
can convey it on paper like z z z o o ot
if you pronounce it with an towardinward
motionmolion of the breath it always re-
minds me of the dude who alterafter
smacking his lips over a dish of teeice
cream with a two for a nickle smile
said to his intended its good sal go
ouybuy you some 2P they retire to rest at
dark and arise at daybreak or as it is
termed in their tongue feraorao J

the time when it is light enough to see
flies flying they bathe frequently
and as a general rule keep their bodies
clean though one not infrequently
meetsmeats with disagreeable effluvia such
as tois noticed in coming I1laa contact with
our indiansindiana

the native house tois made 0of bamboo
canes the roof of carefully arranged
long tough leaves which keep out the
wet as well as shingles and grass re-
semblingsem bling our wild hay tois spread on the
ground torfor a floor they are cool and
dry but in a couplecoudle of years or so begin
to look like old forsaken chicken coops

the people are naturally sociable and
hospitable though the deceptions ho
ottenoften practiced upon tham have made
them rather shy of foreigners when
we are received they give us the very
bestbeat they have and spare no pains to
make us comfortable and will even go
out and borrow beds etc that our
stay may be a pleasant one near
friends and relatives salute with a klaskiss
and others by shaking hands and we

i are spared the ordeal of nosenone rubbing

which is customary in new zealand
when one wishes to leave he tells the
occupants to sitait or remain where they
are they then ask him if he lais going
hefie replies in the affirmative and they
tell him to go which to the stranger at
first sounds rather odd but when one
reflects a little it seems to be much
more sensible than pressing one to re-
main with a hope yuuyou dont smile as is
quite customary in our country their
only social amusement tois singing and
every sunday and sometimes several
times during the week our neighbors
squat down in a circle under a tree
rum flows freely song follows agog

and peal after peal of silvery laughter
is borne on the balmy air A more
noisy or jolly crowd is seldom seen
this tois continued all day and in some
oases for three or four days at a stretch
barely stopping for meals and sleep
which is another proof of their endur-
ing powers

intelligently they sieaie yet far behind
the civilized races have not much
executive ability while system and
order are almost unknown they have
very peculiar ways orof reasoning some
times and we are continually asked
many curious questions on exhibit-
ing a photograph of our newly com-
pleted temple I1 was asked by a con-
vert why thehe church didaid not build
one like that here in tahiti all the
people will then join the church
said be another wanted to know
why queen victoria did not come to
visit them and when told she ruled
over ten thousand islands he said fitit
would be good to visit all the people
they have no iaideaea of nnumberu ruher and even
forget their ages oue asked where
money came from and upon learning
it was taken from the barta wanted to
know it it was planted and grew
their language Jsis pleasing to the ear
being much softer than our own itsita
construction tieis simple and there are
but few changes in the conjugation of
the verb though the lack of proper text
books makes the task of learning to
speak somewhat difficult the pro-
nunciationnunciation laIs phonetic to com-
mence on the bible the most finished
and difficult part of the language is
like teach tuging a child to read before it
knows the A B Usca or to climb an al-
most perpendicular mounmountaintaing yet such
is the difficulty we have to encounter
and I1 am happy to saymay we have suc-
ceeded in climbing some few steps up
the mOuntmountainaill where we can get our
headsbeads above the tangled brushwood
and see where we are at

many amusing incidents might be
told at our expense of our endeavors
to make ourselves understood while
holding consultation near the beach
the first day of our arrival some friends
broughtbrought a couple of basketsbaske teofof bananas
after partaking freely we desired to

them but oidaid not know how
having picked up a few words I1 at-
tempted to tolltell them they were very
good thinking they would draw the
inference that we were thankful but
unknowingly said they were not very
good on another occasion several of
the boys were swimming in a canyon
stream near by when several young
ladies came along and sat on the shore
to watch them in their sport they
endeavored to politely invite them to
go90 away but told them to
come nnearer
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