
Q THE DESERET NEWS
sacrifice any or all these but to yield
them jipup or any ojof them without somepome
greatgrest use d f4Fegrr a person dna community ofdirclr

ii thitheir right to
1ilorflorwor-

ship god or0 r neglect to exercise that
right as he or they sincerely believe
he requires of him or them I1 is worse
than yielding up their life or liberty
without cause

religion in man is19 strong and power-
fulnii stronbethang life stronger than
death strastrongerr ger than liberty or the pur
suit tf happiness on it hanghaug his hopes
oghig life on it his hopes of haaven
for it he livesilves for itheit he dies for it he
endures paipatpainn while hohe lives afihiiandnd it
makes no difference whether he be jew
or Greek bond or free black ordi whiteivIlife

mormon or gentile all claimb the
right and all feel oppressed in the
abridgementabridge ment of the rightnight in america
all are unlawfully oppressed if thatthap rightnight
be abridged

having taken a short view of the sub-
ject as it exiexlexistedstedsled when the united
states were colonies I1 will nnowow pro-
ceed to some instances at and subse-
quentbent to the declarationDJ of indepen-
dencebence

in 1787 two searyear before the adoption
of the constitution congress passed the
ordinance for the government of the
territory northwest of the ohio by it
congress declared that religion morali-
ty and knowledge were necessary to
good government and that no person
demeaning himself inalnain a peaceable and
orderly manner shall ever be molested
on account of hihis modesinode of worship or re-
ligious sentiments in said territory and
that this should be a compact between
the original states and the people and
states in said territory and forever re-
main unalterable unlesslilessuJ by common

i consent it also said this was establish-
ed for extending the fundamental prin
aples of civil and religiousreligions liberty which

dormform the basis whereon these republics
their laws and constitutions are created
and to fix and establish those principlesples
as the basis ofall laws constitutions and
governments which forever hereafter
shall be formed ac here I1 find the

i whole thirteen original states by their
members in congress assembled beclar
ing that the fundamental principles of
these republics are civil and religious lib
ercyerty not one without the other both
belogbeing pillars of governments their co-

nstitutions and laws
1 civil liberty can not exist in this or in

t any other country without religious
liberty nor can religious liberty exist
without civil liberty they are twin
sisters yeayen more they are identical
to destroy one you by thetile same actac t de

Z stroy the other in striking at one you
h sstrike the other
nsi these then being the pillars of the

I1it republics their constitutions and laws
1 before the adoption of the federal con

atitution they like every other power
wouldarmould be retained for the states and the
people unless expressly surrendered to

L the united states butnut behave before
ts saidsald no soluteabsoluteadadso lufe right could be sold
a transferred or surrendered and conse
f these could not be the very

sale transfer or surrender would destroy
the right they in the language ofor
somesomo of the books are inherentherenthi inalien-
able0 oable rights

the very object of the constitution
indand laws the

ution and laws of the federal gov
ernieminentnent was the perpetuation and
lection of these rights not the dedestru-

ction
amroruc

of them or either of them the
11fijiamefiame11ame sentiment is contained in the dec

of independence we hold
these truths to be self evident it saysbays

7 that all men are endowed by their
creator with certain unalienable rightstights
among these are life liberty and the

happinesstot and to secure these
i rightsnightss governments are instituted

amongimong men
with these views the constitution of

itheribe united states was adoliadoptedted without
saying any thing on the subject of re
legious liberty but subsequently out of
abundant caution an amendment was
proposed and adopted containing these
words congress shall make no law
respecting an establishment of religion
oror prohibiting ththeelfreefree exercise thereof
this would seem to be a buffbummlelentsufficient guar-
antee aagainstainest all encroachmentsencroach ments upon
the rights of conscience and the free
exercisee of religious liberty and it is
concededed that until a few years past
jt has beenbeell sufficient
1 it will be perceived that I1 have not
examined the several state constitu-
tions on the subject yet I1 will say
that so far as my knowledge extends
the same doctrine is asserted in them
all

in 1847 the first settlement in utah
was made at great salt lake ctcityr byaby a
community who came here to enjoyajoy the
right to worship god according to the
dictates of conscience on their arrival

they bowed gavegavel thanks to god and
consecrated themselves and the land to
nimthim at the same timetinier set ahartapart ten
lieresacres on to buildsedilda Temptemie leandand
other houses bf public worshipipsoiso mumucheh I1

honored by the Prophetsand apostles
of old at this time utah belonbelongede to
mexico but the community settlingettletti ing
here being citizens of the uniteunited statest tes
and it being a time of war bbetweenat tthehe
united Statestates sandand mexico it has been
considconslOconsideredpredfred within the powerdower of the upiapi
ted states lentliein the month ocot february
following mexico ceded aitto the unitsunited
states

in september 1850 congress passed
the organic act and in it extended the
constitution and lawa of the united
states over the territory therefore
from july 18471647 until september
ath 1850 there was no law ofbf the uni-
ted states in force here nor waswab there
then dorbad there ever been any law
of ifmexicoexico in force here which shows
that during that time there was no law
of civilized man to be vlolaviolaviolatedted

but they like the plymouth colo-
nists had the paramount law of self
preservation in which asag before saldeaid
are included life liberty both civil anaand
religious and the pursuit of happiness
they were american citizens and as
such had full and complete powers to
establish a government on the basis of
morality knowledge and civil and reli-
gious liberty

having these rights they from the
necessity of the case byby mutual con-
sent entered into a government the
male members meeting twice each year
and making laws few andalid simplesimpie but
such as they most needed

about the middle of march 18191849 thegovernment of the united states not
having made any provision for theesthe es-
tablishment of a government the in-
habitants of this valley adopted a con-
stitutionution in which they say it Is a
fundfuddfundamental rule in all republican
governments that all political power is
inherent in the peopeoplele and that govern-
ments are instituted for their protection
security and benefit

they also asseassertedarted that all men
have a natural inalienable right to wor-
ship god according to the dictates of
their own consciences and that the
general assembly shall make no law
respecting an establishment of religion
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof

these questions may fairly be askeasked1

were these laws valid or invalid
would rights accrue underunda them

if as it has been so universally as-
serted in america civil and religious
liberty is inherent in the people and if
allail just powers emanate from them it
will seem to follow that these laws were
valid so it seems congress viewed the
subject as in the organic act they
provided for the oath of office of several
of the united states officers to be taken
before some person authorized bybylawlaw
then inint force in this territory to ad-
minister oaths

there is another thing worthy of
notice it is this the entire territory
was subject to the right of occupancy of
the indians as generally understood by
the practices of the united states at
any rate there had not been any treaty
with them by which the indians had
ceded their right if any they had to
the united states nor had the united
nor brought nor attempted to bring
them into market nor passed any pre-
emption law applicable to this territory
during this period there had been
settlements jadoinmade in the most eligible
places extending north and south about
three hundred miles such was the
condition of affairs here when congress
passed the organic act giving the
settlers a government

in this act which instillis still in force the
legislative department was authorized
to legislate on all rightful subjectstats of
legislation consistent with the consti-
tution of the united states and with the
act itself but to this it enumerated cer-
tain exceptionexceptions viz

1 no law shall bebo passed interfering
with the primary disposal of the soil

2 no law shall bobe imposed upon the
property of the united states

3 the land or other property of non
residents shall not be taxedd highehigherr than
the lands or other property of residents

na other restrictions on legislation
are found which are necessary for me to
notice

it will at once be perceived that there
could liotriot exist a government here with
out occupyingy rig the soil and occupancy
of the solbolsoilillsllisis a rightful subject of legis-
lation it therefore follows from ne-
cessitycessity that congress intended that thethi
legislature should provide by law for
the occupancy and improvement of the
land which they have done and con-
gress has not seen fitnit to disapprove any
of the laws on this subject vested

rights hagenowhavenow accrued which mastbe
respectedted I1 I1

A fawf 1

W questions gest them
eclas 0 mymind can congressangress rrs
pealdeal thetho organicact ifit can will the
repeal take dwaawnyaway these vestedtested rights if
the repeal shall be made will that re-
store the people here to thethothetho rightsTights they
had before thetho passage of the organicinic
act grave questions

it is saldsaid that the power which can
greatecreate can destroylestroy ththe0 power which can
passpasa anafan urantran repeal 30iti if so it will
seem to follow that congresscongressgross maypiny repeal
the organic act but is this so

while I1 will not deny but that in
manymaby subjects of legislation the power
to pass a law Impimpliesliesslieff thetho authority to
repeal it and that in many cases the
power to createcreato has the power to destroy
yet I1 must deny the universality of the
rule I1 will mention afewafew cases

thothe president by and with thethe ad-
vice of the senate mayibay make a treaty
bit whenivhon made liehe and the senate can-
not destroy it

the president nantan nominate and by
and with the advice of the senate ap-
point the judges of the supremebilSilpremepremo nourrcourt
but when appointed and commissioned
nellierneither the president nor senate nor
both cancali oust them from office

congress can admit newmew states into
tilethe union but when admitted it can
not lawfully put them out

congress may grant landlaud for school
purposes but when granted it can not
take it back vested hightsrights hhave accrued

congress may grant lands forfok railroad
pUtpurposesdosesposes and authorize the construction
of roads or their gollsoil biltbut when the
grant is accepted and upon it cailcanean
not repeal the law nor take away vested
rights though no considerationI1 waspwas paidaidald
for the privilege

congress in the flamandplaces and districts of
country over which it has the sole
and exclusive jurisdiction may
create private corporations but when
created and acted upon vested rights
have accrued if the power which cre-
ates canean destroy at pleasure whatmeans
the quite general clause in that class of
laws that the legislature reservesreservesvea the
right to modify 0 repeal the act

I1 from 1781 two hundred yeyearsyeara before
the adoption of the constitution till the
present titimeme the united states have
created Terterritories and afterward receiv-
ed them into the union as states

during thithiss time congress has exer-
cised the right of dividing the territo-
ries into two or more before admitting
them into the union as states but in

I1 such cascaseetheythey have hiI1n the act creating
1

the territory reserved the right so to
do and in no case have they reserved
the right to repeal the organic act
aurther stielfstill in no case have ththeyey re-
pealed an organic act in the Ororganicganicganir
acts of utah and montana as in the
organic acts ofother territoriesdries con-
gressgressgrebs reserved the right to divide the
territories into two or more territories
and of attaching portions of them to
some other territory or state but did
not reserve the right to repeal the or-
ganic acts

I1 find also by the organic act of utah
a pledge thatthai it shall bo received into
the union as a state true it does not
state when nor under what circumstan-
ces it be received
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editor deseret Naws the winter
having fairly set in with plenty of
snow and good sleigh roads the mis-
sionary party appointed by president
benson before leaving for salt lake
city to assume illshis legislative labors
met at wellsville on saturday morning9

january lath to commence a two days
meeting the weather was bitterly cold
sharp enough to call for overcoats wrap-
pers and the largest and warmest kind
of comforters to save the animal heat
andaudnd preserve the extremities from freez-
ing the deacons had made good cal-
culationscu and had been diligent in
keeping on a good fire in the stove of
the commodious meetinghousemeeting houbehouse so that
the people as they arrived began to
taste the comfort of a little care and fore-
thought

of the missionaries there were bishop
wm hyde who presides in the ab-
sence of president benson bishops
wm budge and L H hatch and el-
der J hatch there were also present
bishops T E rickseicks 0 N liljenquist
G 0 pitkin anda P shumway and
a blumbernumber of elders from the different
settlements some of whom were the
guests of bishop winwm jilaughanmaughan and
the remainder distributed among the
good citizens

meeting was addressed by
elders L H and aL hatch on the gen

eraloral duties of the saints and idueducationcationcatlon
in particular the brethren having great
liberty in speaking at the evening
meeting the subject of education was
resumed for a short timeilme by bishop
bubudgeige 5 after which the leading and
mostMOA important matter for tbthe6 consider-
ation of the saints viz the deliverance
of the poor from the old world was in-
troducedtrod by elder hyde who explained
the feelings of president young as con-
veyed to us in his late discourses andland
from our knowledge of his anxiety ex-
pressed on many former occasions in
reference to the gathering of the poor
and very forcibly advocated the proprie-
ty of the requisition made upon uaus call
ing upon the saints to mamanifestniidest their
faithalthaith and good feelings by donating lib-
erally for their deliverancedeliverance

on sunday morning the gathering of
the poor was again brought before the
people by elder budge after which el-
der archibaldarehibald N hill lately from
england gave a description of the con-
dition of thelie saints in that country of
I1their poverty and their prayers twthatthai
their waywhy might be opened to gather
with the church elders Wwmmf hyde
liljenquist L H hatch T E ricksrieks
J hatch aandnd wm maughan followed
during the day on the sainosame subject but
with many arguments and in every
light in which they could place it to
enlist the sympathies of the people and
to judge from the interestin which was
manifested they were with the blessing
of god successful

the meetings were well attended and
the choir sang somesonie very good music
very spirited and in good taste

r in order totol hurry on the donation in
all the settledsettlementsants asfalt as possible the
elders separated to attend meetings in
the evenineveninggEldergeidereldersEldera hyde and maughan
to mendon iiL H nd J natchhatch and A
N hill to logan 0 N liljenquist and
0 0 pitkin to hemm and william
budge to providence to meet in logan
on saturday morninmorning the mth dinst at 11

am to hold another two days meet-
ing during the interval the following
places were visited by the missionaries i

smithfieldsmithamith field on monday franklin on
tuesday elchEichrichmondmondonon Wednesdayand
millvillemillevilleMillville on thursday evenings

yesterday morning according to ap-
pointment meeting opened in logan
when the redemption of the poor the
lawlair of marriage the word of wisdomwisdom
indand many other items pertaining to the
gospel of life and salvation were laid
before the people with muchmuelmuch powerower by
elders LlifH hatch 0 N rinLINliljenquistjenquistliljenquist
G 0 pitkin joJ hatch W budge anianiand
W hyde our meetings were crowded
to overflowing and an excellent spirit
prevailed among the people who seemed
to receive the truth with joy and thank-
fulnessfulness whilst the lord greatly blessed
those who ministered the words of life

the last meeting was occupied by
elder hyde in giving some of his ex-
perienceperience in the church and in relatingdelatin
some of the incidents which transpirestranspiretranspiredi
under his observation during the rise
and progress of the work which wasvas
very interesting and instructive to the
people in it he showed howbow necessary
it was that every latter daysaint should
continue to keep the commandments of

god in spiritspirl andtand in practice
elderaeldereiderWHH shearman an was appappointedbInte

by general vote superintendent of

sunbun ay
S is the father of sunday schools ii11

our valley and hnshasha since the begian
taken an active and unceasing interinterest
inin them andpend there esnois no doubt but that

illslus appointment will give annn impetus to

this saving work throughout the county
as he is expected to visit the
the settlements and introduce as muchmuoi
as possible a unity of effort in the laborilabors

of the tencleteachersteachersrs
accounts have reached us from nearly

all the settlements showing the I1interest
felt by the people in the deliverance of

the saints from europe the present d-
onation principally in stockstocky for thelltheil

assistance will so far elceeexceed all formerformel

nationsdonationsdo that the formerformet donations
will be remembered no more andaad toa

their liberality especially Aftaftererthethe loss

of most of our crops we see the spirit of

jovejovo and kindness of true fellofeilofellowshipiship
which the gospel has begotten in the

saints and an evidence of their willing
ness to use the means which god hwhas

giveniven them for the best purposesposes of the
churchchurch

on saturday and sunday nextnex t the

missionaries hold another twotivo dayldayi
meeting at richmond these ineemeetingstings

are held at different places for the co-
nveniencevenience of the peoplepeopleinin accordaccordanceaccordancianciancl

with instructionsinstructinns from president bellbeliben-
son and bishop Maumaughanghin that
saints may be instructed in their
of leisure WILIIAMwiliWILT MU BUDGE
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