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sacrifice any or all these ; but to yield
them up, or any of them, without some
great paramount ¢ause, isg felode se, « -
.. For a person ora community of per-
+sons_to'yield his or their right to wor-
ship God, or neglect to exercise that
right as he or they sincerely believe
He requires of him or them, is worse
than yielding up their life or liberty
. without cause.

Religion in man is strong and power-
fal, stronger/than life, stronger than
death, stroviger than liberty or the pur-
suit of happiness. On it hang his hopes
-of this life, on it his hopes of Heaven.
For it he lives, for it he dies, for it he
- .endures pain while he lives; and it
makes no difference whether he be Jew
. or Greek, bond or free, black or white,
“Mormon' or ‘‘Gentile,”’ all ¢laim the
right, and all feel oppressed in the
abridgement of the right. In Ameriea
allareunlawfully oppressed if thatright
be abridged.

Having taken a short view of the sub-
ject as it existed, when the United
States were colonies, I will now pro-
ceed to some instances at,and subse-

uent to,the Declaration of Indepen-

ence.

In 1787, two yeaisbefore the adoption
of the Constitution, Congress passed the
Ordinance for the Government of the
Territory northwest of the Ohio. By it
Congress declared that religion, morali-
ty and knowledge were necessary to
good government, and that no person
demeaning himself in a peaceable and

they bowed, gave thanks to God, and
consecrafed themselves and the land to
Him ; at the same time set apart tanl
acres on which to build a Temple and
other housegof public worship, #o much |
honored by the Prophetsand Apostles
of old. At this time Utah belonged to
Mexico; but the community settling
here being citizens of the United States,
and it being a time of war between the
United States and Mexico, it has been
considered within the powereof the Uni-
ted States.. In thhe month of February
following Mexico ceded it to the United |
States.

In September, 1850, Congress pasged
the Organie Aet, and in 1t extended the |
constitution and laws of the United'
States over the Territory. Therefore, |
from July 24th, 1847, until September !
9th, 1850, tbere was no law of the Uni-
ted States in force here, nor was there
then, nor had there ever been, any law
of Mexico in force here, which shows
that during that time there was no law
of civilized man to be violated.

But they, like the Plymouth Colo-
nists, had the paramount law of self-
preservation, in which, as before said
are included life, liberty, both civil and
religious, and the pursuit of happiness.
They were American citizens, and as
gsuch had full and complete powers to
establish a government on the basis of"
morality, knowledge,and civil and reli-
gious li ert{.

Having these rights, they from the
necessity of the case, by mutual con-

orderly manner shall ever be molested
on account of his mode of worship or re-
ligious sentiments in gaid Territory,and
that this should be a Compact between
the original States and the people and
States in said Territory, and forever re-
main unalterable, unless by common
. eonsent, It alsosaidthis wasestablish-
ed for extending the fundamental prin-
eiples of civiland religious liberty, which
form the basis whereon these republics,
their laws and constitulions are created,
and to fix and establish those principles
as the basis of all laws, constitutions and
governments, which forever hereafter
shall be formed, &c. Here I find the
whole thirteen original States, by their
members in Congress assembled, declar-
ing that the fundamental principles of
these republics are civil and religious lib-
erly, not one without the other, both
being pillars of governments, their con-
stitutions and laws.

Civil liberty ean nof exist in this orin
any other country without religious
liberty, nor can religious liberty exist
without eivil liberty. They are ‘‘twin
sisters,’”’ yea more, they are identical,
To destroy one you by the same act de-
stroy the other; in striking at one you
strike the other,

These, then, being the pillars of the
 republies, their constitutions and laws,
before the adoption of the Federal con-
stitution, they, like every other power,
would be retained for the States and the
people, unless expressly surrendered to
the United States. But, we have before
said, no adsolute right could be sold,
transferred or surrendered, and conse-
quently these could not be. The very
sale, transfer or surrender would destroy
the right. They, in the language of
some of the books, are inherent, inalien-
+able rights.

The very object of the Constitution
and Laws of the republics, and the Con-
stitution and Laws of the Federal Gov-
ernment, was the perpetuation and pro-
tection of these rights, not the destruc-
tion of them or either of them. The
‘same sentiment is contained in the Dec-
laration of Independence: ‘“We hold
these truths to beself-evident,” it says,
. ‘“‘that all men are endowed by their
~ Creator with certain unalienable rights,
. among these are life, liberty, and the
,pursuitof happiness, and to secure these
rights governmen
among men.”’

With these views the Constitution of
the United States was adopted, without
saying any thing on the subject of re-
ligious liberly,; but, subsequently, out of
abundant caution, an amendment was
propoged and adopted containing these
words: '“Congress shall make no law
respecting an establishment of raligiﬂn;
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.’
This would seem to be asufficient guar-
antee againstall encroachments upon
the rights of conscience and the free
exercise of religious liberty, and it is
conceded that, until a few years past,
it has been suflicient.

It will be perceived thatI have not
examined the several State Constitu-
tions on the subject; yet, 1 will say,
that so far as my knowledge extends,
tl:ﬁa same doctrine is asserted in them
all.

In 1847, the first settlement in Utah
was made at Great Salt Lake City, by a
community who came here to unfuy the
right to worship God according to the
dictatles of conscience. On theirarrival

are instituted

sent, entered into a government; the
male members meeting twice each year,
and making laws, few and simple, but
‘#uch as they most needed.

About the middle of March, 1849, the
Government of the United Statés not
having made any provision for the es-
tablishment of a government, the in-
habitants of this valley adopted a Con-
gtitution, in which they say: it isa
fundamental ruale in all republican
anernmenta-"thnt all political power is
nherent in the people, and that govern-
ments are instituted for their protection,
gsecurity and benefit. |

They also asserted, that **all men
have a natural, inalienable right to wor-
ship God according to the dictates of
their own conscjences: gnd that the
(General Assembly shall make no law
respecting an establishment of religion
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof. ")

hese questions may fairly be asked:
Were these laws valid or invalid?
Would rights acerue under them?

If, asit has been so universally as-
gerted in America, civil and religious
liberty is inherent in the people, and if
all just powers emanate from them, it
will seem to follow that these laws were
valid., BSo it seems Congress viewed the
subject, as, in the Organic Act, they
provided for the oath of office of several
of the United States officers to be taken
before some person authorized by law

!

————

minister oaths,

There is another thing worthy of
notice; it is this: the entire Territory
was aub{eut to the right of occupancy of
the Indians, as generally understood by
the practices of the United States. At
any rate there had not been any treaty
with them by which the Indians had
ceded their right, if any they had, to
the United States. Norhad the United
States caused the lands to be surveyed,
nor brought, nor attempted to bring
them into market, nor passed any pre-
emption lawapplicable to this Territory.
During this period, there had been’
settlements made in the most eligible

laces, extending north and south about
Ehree hundred miles. Such was the
condition of affairs here when Congress

rights have now accrued which must be

|

rule.

then in forece in this Territory toad- &

passed the Organic Aect, giving the
settlers a government.

In this Act, which is still in force, the
La%ialativa Department was authorized
to legislate on all rightful subjeets of
legislation, consistent with the Consti-
tution of the United States and with the
Act itself; but to this it enumerated cer-
tain exceptions, viz.:

1. No law shall be passed interfering
with the primary disposal of the soil.

2. No law shall be imposed upon the
property of the United States,

3. The land or other property of non-
residents shall not be taxed higher than
the lands or other property of residents.

No other restrictions on legislation
arei; i1’!::‘u1:u:l which are necessary for me to
notice.

It will at once be perceived that there
could not exist a government here with-
ouf oceun f_ing the soil, and occupaney
of the soil is a rightful subject of legis-
lation, It therefore follows, from ne-
cessity, that Congress intended thatthe
Legislature should provide by law for
the oceupancy and improvement of the
land; which they have done, and Con-
gress has not seen fit to disapprove any
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respected, ~

A few quest«iﬁm now, suggest them-
selves to my mind: Can Congress re-
f:al e Organic Act? Ifitean, will the

‘peal take away these vested rights? If
the repeal shall be made, will that re-
store the people here to the rights they
had before the passage of the Organic
Act? Grave questions.

It is said t
create can destroy; the power which can
passan actcan repealit. If so, it will
seem to follow that Congress may repeal
the Organic Act. But is this so!

While I will not deny but that in
many subjects of legislation the power:
to pasg a law implies the authority to
repeal it; and that in many cases the
power to create has the power to destroy,
yet Tmugt deny the universality of the
I will mention a few cases.

The President, by and with the ad-

 yice of the Senate, may make a treaty;

ut, when made, he and the Senate can-
ot destroy it.

The President can nominate, and, by
and with the advice of the Senate, ap-

int the Judges of the Supreme Court;
ut, when appointed and commissioned,
neither the President, nor Senate, nor
both, can oust them from office.
Congress can admit new States inte
the Union: but, when admitted, it can
not lawfully put them out.

Congress may grant land for school
purposes; but, when granted, it can not
take it back; vestedrights have accrued.
Congress may grant lands for Railroad
purposes, and authorize the construction
of roads :
grant is accepted and acted upon, it can
not repeal the law, nortake away vested
rights, tfhuuﬁh no consideration was paid
for the privilege.

Congress, in the places and districts of
country over which it has the sole
and - exelusive jurisdiction, may
create private corporations; but when
created and acted upon, vested rights
have accrued. - If the power which cre-
ates can destroy at pleasure; what means
the quite general clause in that class of

t the power which can |

eral duties of the Saints, and education
in particular, the brethren having great
liberty in speaking; at the evening
meeting the subject of education was
resumed for a short time by Bisho
Budge, after which the leading an
most important matter for the consider-
ation of the Saints, viz: the deliverance
of the poor from the old world, was in«
troduced by Elder Hyde, who explained
the feelings of President Young as con-
veyed to us in his late discourses, and
from our knowledge of his anxiety ex-
pressed on many former occasions, in
reference to the gathering of the poor,
and very foreibly advocated the proprie-
fy of the requisition made upon us, call-
ing upon the Saints to manifest their
faith and good feelings, by donating lib-
erally for their deliverance,

On Sunday morning, the gathering off
the poor was again brought before the
people by Elder Budge, after which El-
der Archibald N. Hill, (lately from

their goil; but, when the |

England,) gave a description of the con-
dition of the Baints in that country, of
their poverty, and their prayers that
their way mfght be opened to gather
with the Church. Elders Wm, Hyde,
Liljenquist, 1.. H. Hatech, T. E, Ricks
J. Hatch, and Wm. Maughan, followed
during the day on the same subject, but
with many arguments, and in every
light in which they eould place it, to
enlist the sympathies of the people; and

| to judge frem the interest which was

manifested, they were, with the blessing
of God, successful.

The meetings were well attended, and
the choir sang some very good musie,
very spirited and in good taste.

In order to hurry on the donation in
all the settlements as fast as possible,the
Elders separated to attend meetings in
the evening, Elders Hyde and Maughan,
to Mendon, L., H. and J. Hatch and A,

| N. Hill to Liogan, O, N. Liljenquist and

G. O. Pitkin to Hyrum, and William
Budge to Providence, to meet in Logan
on Saturday morning the 25th inst., at 1
a.m., to hold another two days' meet
ing. During the interval the following

laws: ‘‘that the Legislature reserves the
right to modify or repeal the Aet.”

rom 1781, two hundred years before
the adoption of the Constitution, till the
present time, the United States have
created Territories and afterward receiv-
ed them into the Union as States.
During this time Congress has exer-
cised the right of dividing the Territo- 1
ries into two or more, before admitting

| when the redemption of the

them into the Union as States; but, in-
guch case, they have, in the Act oreating
the Territory, reserved the right so to
do; and in no case have they reserved
the right to repeal the Organic Aect.
Further still, in no case have they re-
pealed an Organic Act,
Acts of Uta
Organiec Acts of other Territories, Con-

In the Organic

and Montana, as in the |

gla.ﬂu were visited by the Migsionaries;
mithfield on Monday | in on
Tuesday, Richmond on Wodne&day,and

Millville on Thursday evenings,
Yesterday morning, nnmrdingLf‘;)o ap-

pointment, meeting opened in gtaﬂ:,

r, the

law of marriage, the Word of isdnm.
and many other items pertaining to the
Gospel of life and salvation, were laid
before the nﬂp ;ilith much wer, by
Elders L. ,Il’-? ateh, O. N. Liljenquist
G. O. Pitkin, J, Hateh, W. Budge and
W. Hyde. Our meetings were crowded
to overflowing, and an excellent spirit
E)ravallad among the people, whoseemed

receive the truth with joy and thank-

| fulness, whilst the Lord greatly blessed

those who ministered the words ef life.
The last meeting was nccufpied by
Elder Hydehin iving some of his ex-

ress reserved the right to divide the
Territories into two or more Territories,
and of attaching portions of them to
some other Terrifory or State, but did
not reserve the right to rapeai the Or-
ganic Acts.

I find also by the Organic Act of Utah
a pledge that it shall be received into

perience in the Church, and in relatin
some of the ineidents which transpi
under his observation, during the rise
and progress of the work, which was
very interesting and instructive to the
Feo;rle; in it he showed how necessary
t was that every Latter-day Saintshould
continue to keep the commandments ol

the Union as a State. True, it does not
state when, nor under what circumstan-
ces it shall be received, |
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Covrespondence.

NCE, UACHE C0.,
JANUARY 26, 1868.

Fiditor Deseret News:—The winter
having fairly set in, with plenty of
snow, and good sleigh roads, the Mis-
sionary garby, appointed by President
Benson before leaving for Salt Lake
City to asspme his Legislative labors,
met at Wellsville on Saturday morning,
January 18th, to commence & two da{s’
meeting. The weather was bitterly cold,
sharp enough to call for overcoats, wrap-
pers, and the largest, and warmest kind
of comforters, to save the animal heat,
and preserve the extremities from freez-
ing. The Deacons had made good cal-
culations, and had been diligent in
keeping on a good fire in the stove of
the commodious meeting house, so that
the people, as they arrived, began to
taste the comfort of a little care and fore-
thought, | |

Of the Missionaries there were Bishop
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sence of President Benson,) Bishop
Wm. Budge, and L. H. Hatch, and El-
der J. Hateh ; there were also present
Bishops T. E. Ricks, O, N. Liljenquist,
G. O. Pitkin, and A. P, Shumway, and
a number of Elders from the different
settlements, some of whom were the
guests of Bishop Wm. Maughan, and
the remainder distributed among the
good citizens. .

The first meeting was addressed by

|of the laws on this subject. Vested

Elders L., H. and J. Hatch, on the gen-

| 8. is the father of Sunda

Wm. Hyde, (who presides in the ab-:

(God in spirit and in practice.
Elder ‘RI H. Bhearman was appointed,
by general vote, Superintendent o

Sunday Schools in Cache county; Bro
Schools it
our valley, and has since the beginnin

{ taken an active and unceasing interes

in them, and there is no doubt but thal
his appointment will give an impetus¥
thissaving work throughout the county,
as he is ‘expected to visit the schoolsd
the settlements, and introduce as muc
as possible, a unity of effort in the laber
of the teachers.

Accounts have reached us from neatly
all the settlements, showing the interes
felt by the people in the deliveranceof
the Saints from Europe; the present dv
nation (principally in stock) for thel
assistance, will so far exceed all former
donations, that the former donatiol:
will be remembered no more, and 2
their liberality, (especially after the los
of most of our crops) we see the spirit o
love and kindness, of true fellowship,
which the Gospel has begotten in the
Saints,and an evidence of their willing'
ness to use the means which God h#
%i’ren them, for the best purposes of the

hurch. |

On Saturday and Sunday nut& the
Missionaries hold another two (ay
meeting at Richmond; these meeting
are helg at different p’lacea for the co
venience of the people, in accordant
with instructions from President Ber
son and Bishop Maughan, that th

Saints may be instructed in their seasol

| of leisure. WiLniAM BUDGE.
-0 .
| BEAVER, Jan. 29, 1868.
Editor Deseret News:—The winters it

| Beaver county generally pass aws



