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sigiSEMI conference
the forty eighth semiannualsemi annual

conference of the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints con-
vened in the tabernacle baitsalt lake
city october oth 1878 at 10 am
as per previous adjournment

president john taylor presiding
present on the stand

of the twelve apostles
john taylor ordora Whodruff
orson hyde orson pratt charles
CCRichrichbich lorenzo snow franklin
D richardsrichardd george Q cannon
brigham young joseph F smith
albert carrington

counselor to the twelve
daniel H wells

1 lpatriarch
john smith

of the first seven ejpresidents 0off
seventies

joseph young levi W han
cock John and horace
S eldredge
of thethc ffpresidencyea iden cy of tlethethe salt zaklake

stake of zion
anghisangua nil cannon david 0

calder and joseph E taylor
odtheof the presidency of the

priests quorum of this stake of

ellasjulias morris and edward

of the presidency of the bishopric
of the church

edward hunter leonard W
hardy and bobertkobert T burton

the weather waswag beautiful and
the tabernacle was crowded at the
opening servicesservices every stake of
zion throughout the territory be-
ing largely represented by presi-
dents bishops and others

conference was called to order by
president JOHNjoun TAYLOR

the choir sangsing
I1 saw a might fly
to earth bohe bentbeat his way

prayer by ELDER GEORGE
CANNON I1

I1

the choir sang
z j

author of truth eiehieeternalreal wor r
Wwhosehogohoge spirit breathes thetho active0ae ameflame

ELDER okson tryde
rejoiced in meeting with the saints
on this beautifulml morning the
people in the country where he was
wont to labor had a sufficiency of
ththe products of the earth to make
them and happy we
had been for many yearsyearb under the
lash of the outside he
did not look fbfofana of
their influence until satan was
bound and the the
victory he to and quoted
odeolonooteol thetho johnsohn J

wherein jiejle bawsaw a06beau06iu woman
clothed withewith ggloryary with the moon
under her headwayhead wag
a crowcrownidofof twelvetwelver stars and whose
ambition wigwas natfar superior to any-
thing of a terrestrial character

ariali becu
ppyyaaimai position the saints would
have nothing to feanfear inid relation
to tw witnesses of the book of

he said mosmostit of them had
finished their mission and gone be-
hind the vailvall their testimony was
goodgoodinin its time and season but as
the work proceeded otherothen testimo-
nies became necessaryary the ser-
vants of god had gone forth and
testified beforebufore the nations of the
earth to tuetubtue truth of the booknook of
mormonmormonm6 audand since then the wasterwister
has bbeenen to destroy and
manmilb were his victims fallIng a prey
to pestilence famine and other cal-
amitiesami ties he made a few remarks
about the manuscript otof the book
of Momormonrhion now in the handsliandsot0
navidDaviddatholthoi Whitmerwhitmen he didaid notmot regard
it as of any vital Importimportanceanco to the
anleinterestsrests of the kingdom but sim-
ply asanas an interesting relirelioclodclorof early
history tiethe principle of loveiove and
binion among the saints was of-far
mora consequence tp us albeaube pre-
sentplesenttime i

he then sokeapke of the responsi-
bility thauthat restsreses upon thoseabose wwWN
holdhoid thepilpriesthood auaanaaud who should

AMuso thairtheir influence to
reprove iain kindnekindness wherever
binsinadfulfu practices came
purview and wisdom dictated it
daejae spoke with feelings of gratitude
of the richrioh and harvest
that god had blessbleesiadsod ns tittialithwithth this
season and saidsald if the hKethrenbrethren
would be prompt in the payment
ofdot their honest tithing the hands
of the servantssereer of god be
strengthened and the bblessings 0

god would distildastil upon the ptphopeopleop1e
ilkelike the gentle dew he then aal-
luded

1

to the calamities and troubles
that willwilk voonscon deluge the earth and
reach kings andadd rulers and the
high ones who arearo high P according
to thetho predictions of the prophets
when the06 only door of deliverance
for those who wish to escape will
bee in

ELDER 0 0 rlouKIOH

said the great object of our being
gathered together was to secure our
baibalsalvation and thia cancam only be bbob-
tained byy yielding to and carrying
ing out correct principlesprinciple we
must not dictate the al-
mighty toutbut Nlearnearn by simple
and chichildlike submission the grand
principle of obedience which will
inevitably bring upon ulu the bless-
ings of god which he has promisedprom niedfied
to bestow upon hisbis faithful chil-
dren we harenohave no spare timetimo to
waste but should devote our time
and means 0o the building up of
the kingakingdomOM of gogodd and if wewe
carried out the counsels of the ser-
vants of god our labors would be
devoted in the right direction god
had given us power to do the work
that he requirerequires ofbf usius and it was as
wellweil for us occasionally to ask our-
selves the question whether our la-
bors are acceptable to the lord or
not one duty required of us wapwas to
be baptized for our friends who
have clieddied without thethem privilege of
attending to that duty themselves
and this must be done in A temple
several of which we were now build-
ing weve must also act upon a prin-
ciple of union and not clashelaste indictin our
daily labor but always be willing
to act in concert with the counsel
of the servants of god he closed
his very practical remarks by bear-
ing his testimony to the truth of
the work of god in which he bad
been actively engaged for a period
of over 46 years

prespresidentIDENT johwJOHN TAYLOR

gave a few very to the
ushers to keepkiep good order in the
galleries and throughout the vast
congregation instructing them not
to permit unnecessary walking
about i1the choir sang the anthem

awake awake putautonon thy astrengthfhifil

Conconferenceferenci adjourned till twoiwo
odode

benediction by eldereider D H
wells

1 ta ijo 6 2rpmp in
thetho choir sangisang

though trials way
prepropress on press on ye saints otof god

prayer by elder wilford wood-
ruff 11I1

0

the choir eangbang
we bhereere approach thy tabietable lord
at thy command through chosen men

ELDER GEOcleo Q CANNON

readbead a portion of section ivill of the
book ofor doctrine and covenants
he said that any one who was called
to stand before such a vast congre
gatiorgatton would naturally feel his own
nothingness and the necessity of
reliance upon the inspiration of the

that the people might
be fed with the bread of life we
had travelled as elders to the vari-
ous nations of the earth published
the first principles of the gospel of
our lord and jesus christ
and gathered the people together
with thatheseegeeie thingsthingsanandd labors the
elders of the church hadbad be-
come familiarfamiliars also with laying
the foundation of settlements
and organizing a system
of government and by having so80
many labors to perform in the tem-
poral affairs of the people obtained
an experience that perhaps no other
body of men wasas ever called to

nilniiall these various
labors we were now standing but
on the threshold of our duties and
responsibilities wewo now need
statesmen and those who are capa-
ble of directing the people
andund the madraaffairsaf of their daily
life so as to make our temporal in-
fluence as powerfully felt as our
spiritual influence liehe then spoke
bf i the dangers that now beset
and threaten our small republic
wiand said our only safeguard was the
principle of union though we
migmightt hebe numerically weak we
should be actually strong if we
could but become united in all ourMeinterestsrests in the early existence of

though so few in num-
ber the influence of be-
gankanganbebanto appear and persecution set
in for its destruction nothing but
the union that was among this peo-
ple preserved us upon the earthandband
god permitted ua to grow andinand in
creagescreases butil liolie gayogaye us a command

to gather out of babylon to leave
our bomeshomes in thethem east and come to
the valleys of the mountains
there waswaa not only spiritual salva-
tion connected with these move-
ments butbat temporal salvation aleoalso
and we not accomplish ourbur
spiritual salvation without tem-
poral acts and labors one design
of the almighty in gathering to-
gether a great people in these val-
leys was to establish a government
and dominion overdver which he should
preside hence the necessity of our
being so thoroughly organized that
a power and influence would be de-
veloped which we hadbad never attain-
ed to he referred with pleasure to
the change that was taking place in
the minds of the eldersin regard to
the necessity of a more strict
and complete system of union but
though the principleprinelpie of operationcooperationco
or of the united order might be un-
derstoodderstood by the leading authorities
of the church it would not be easy
to get the masses of the people to
adopt it until they could be led to
comprehend it he was happy to
say that notwithstanding the
many mistakes that had occurred
inincurour past efforts the subjectt of
union in our temporal affairs hadbad
beebeenn so thoroughly oancancanvassedcassed
among the people that they were
now both ready and willing to fall
in with any that
might be recommended to them by
the leaders of the church hearghe sug-
gested that a committeeor board of
decomposedlratra eomcomposed of the bestbeat practical
business menmed of the territory be ap-
pointed to and aid the
various branches af home hiduindustrystry
that may be introduced so that thetha
benefits arising from home products
may be used to enhance the inter-
ests of the whole communityrather
than the aggrandizement of a few
the servants of god were endea

to unite a people that ardare
diverse in their babitshabits and acts it
required great wisdom to accod

it nothing short otof the wis-
dom of god could bring it about A
perfect system of organization was
what the TwelveApostles were after
and their labors would never
cease until that which god had
designed to bring about would
be accomplished not only in
relation to us as a handful
of people but the whole family
of our eternal father he had
called us to and holyboly call-
ing and while we owed our time
and means lain thiathis direction yeyett we
must not on any considerationconsiderations be
careless and indifferent to the auliaulk
lations we were under to our own
families every member of which
we were in duty bound to support
cherish and instruct itif gewerewe were
only willing to receive and embrace
these principles of union that are
now burning in the breasts of the
apostles god would abundantly
bless the saints in everything that
pertains to their present and future
happlhappihappinessnewnem he concluded a very
powerful discourse by showingg the
vanities and evil of living for self
and the gloryglory and honorbonor of labor-
ing for the benefit of others and the
salvationsalvi tion of mankind

the choir sang an anthem
kleitheblotle merciesraercles of the lordrard j

Conferconferenceenceenca was adjourned tillfill to-
morrow morning at 10 a m

benediction by elder orson
pratt

SECOND DAY r
i s

s m i fr

oct 7 10 a in
conference waswag called to order by

president john taylor
the choir sang

see how thetho morning sun
pursues his shining way

L prayerplayerPra by elder lbertalbertA carring-
ton V t

the choir sang
kartali awake with angelsanels join
and chant the solemn lay

ELDER orsonOKSON PRATT

read a portion of a revelation given
to joseph smith the prophet on
the ath day of april 1830 being
the same day the church of christ
was organized in this dispensation
this revelation contains a message
of salvation that was to be carried
to all the inhabitants of the earth
and the inevitable consequences
that would follow their acceptance
or rejection of the samebame were that
whoever believes and receives thidthe
testimony of the servants of god in
these days willbe saved and who-
ever rrejectseecbec t their testimony will be
damned

he then spoke of the testimony
of the 0 the truth of the
book of mormon twelve men
boro witness theirmoir epesedes bawgawtw

and what their earsean heard the
angel of god appeared to three of
them and not only presented the

before them permitting
them to handle them but toldtola
them that god had enabled his eer

joseph smith to translate
from these plates the BOWboob bf mor
monimodi and commanded them to bear
this testimonyoiny before the world
out of the twelve witnesses eleven
had gonogoue the way otof allileahallail fleshileah and
only one was nowmow living whose
name was david whitmer haho then
rehearsed averya very interesting conver-
sation that he and elder joseph PF
smith had recently held with da-
vid Whitwhitmermerimers who bore the same
testimony which Isla contained in
the book of mormon and which
the speakerspeakjr hadbad heheardard bhimim bebear2r 48
years ago the book of mormon
had been translated into ten differ-
ent languages and the testimony
of those twelve stand
in the day of judgmentJ against all
those nations where this work Is19 in-
troducedtrod ad they reject it the
message ooliteof life andana salvation which
those witnesses

1

ases testified to Is the
i

same that our eldeeideelderseidersrw have carried
and proclaimed for the lastlaa fortytoarty
years among many nations of the
eartheaith

he closed his remarks by blessing
the in all their tempo-
ral andanu spiritual labors

ELDER JOSEPH F
briefly refereferredried to the recent mis-
sion of himself and elder orson
prattfrail to the states13 tates he related
some of the terrIterrible effects of the
recent cyclone which badhad just be-
fore their visit passed over the
country some of thethem fearful conse
qubia ces ofdf it were seen in the town
of richmond missouri and in the
very place where parley P pratt
many years ago waswag a prisoner for
the the place of hishia
confinement was utterly swept
away they also visited independ-
ence missouri and examined the
very spot which god designated to
his cleavant joseph smith many
years ago for a temple the ground
which was purchased for this pur-
pose waswaa entirely barren without a
green leaf that he could gatgatherherhen as a
souvenir of the visit they also
had an interview with wm E
McLellinln one of the first council i

otof the twelve apostlesApoatiesatlea who apos
from thehe church a great

many years ago I1 and who bellevebelievedof

in thehe mismission
i

slob of joseph up to the
time of his own apoaboapostasystaeystacy

i helie then said the chief object of
1 their mission east waswaa to obtain if
possible some dates and facts that
pertained to the early history of
the church which for the want of
more correct records in that early
day were lacking supposing that
some things might bobe gleaned from
the old settlers still living in that
neighborhood but they found no
one who could give them any in
formationformationoror who knew as much as
ourselves snon these matters

they called upon his cousin jo-
seph smith and hadbad some conver-
sation with him about what is
called the inspired translation of
the bible hyby the prophet joseph
smith the speaker was well sat-
isfied that the book so published is
only a partial translation bybr the
prophet and merely contains the
translation of king james with
with somehome changes in the firtfirst
chapter of geneus and the
chapter of Mattmatthewhewbew which had
been published by this church in
the pearl of great price many
years ago they also had the pri-
vilege of visiting the temple in
kirtland and tuatha hill cumorahGumorah
besides preaching the gospel where
opportunity offered the entire
account of their visit and expert
ence while east had teenbeenjeen written
andund placedplaced in the possession of
president john taylor he then
gave a faithfulaithalthfulfui warpingwarning to the
saints in their faith to
build up zion in every possible
way and said thalthat god in iusins own
time would bring forth those other
records which arelare how in the care
of the angel theyvreyI1 would comecome
forth to thibthis people audand to no
other and not to thelthem until they
were fully prepared to 1receive them
he closed by bearing a faithful tes-
timony not only to the truth of the
work of god but to the priesthood
now held by the present leaders of
the church

PRESIDENTT JOjolln tayloe
spoke of the obligations that rest
upon the various quorums of priest-
hood fromirom the heauhead totor the feetjeet
and the necessityessity thermthere was for all
who are placed as shepherds over
the flock m to be pure and holy in
their minds and set such examplesexa s
of0 virtvirtue andrup

rightnesstightness as would be da
tory to all those over whom they
prespreside to put down iniquity and
always be ready to carry out the
designs and purposes of the al-
mighty both of a temporal diioandaud a
spiritual nature

after making BOmesome further prac-
tical remixremarks he blestbita the congre-
gation

the choir bansangbangg ann ananthemthern
thine 0 kordlordlord idIJ thetie greatgreatnessnesi 1

conference wasag ed till
two 1

BenedictbenedietbenedictionloaioA by elder lorenzotorenzo
snow H

QUARTERLY confidence
largelarae tabernacle V

saltbalt lake city11 1 l

october ath 1878

the quarterly Conferconferenceened of the
salt lakebake stake of zion convened
at IQ10 amalq angus M cannon pre
siding present also of the presi-
dency of the stake josephjoaeph E tayl-
or

presiding Patripatriarchatchi john smith
i of the airet sevensevell presidents of
seventies joseph VY young and
levi W HanranHancococlecb

of the presidency ofor the high
priests quorum ellaselias smith ed-
ward and ellas morri

ofot thetho presiding ed
ward huntenhunter

all the wards of the stakeslake were
represented by some odtheof the presid-
ing authorities excepting the soth
ward of the city and the north
jordan ward of the county therehere
being also a very fair attendance of
the priesthood and saints of this
stake generally considerconsideringingipg that
the territorial fair was open and
that it was an unusually busy day
in consequenceinconsequence of the near approach
of the general conference

afterAfterthethe usual opening exercises
the following reports were read

A statistical report of the stake
for the quarter ending august
1878 showing as follows apostles
8 patriarchsPatriarchsi 7 seventies 1136
high priespriestst 48 elders 1601
priests teacherse ch ars deacons

members total officers
anaand members children
under eight yearsyearb totitotal of
souls families mar-
riages 32 maiesmales 76 births
femalesfemales dl6 blessed
members regereceivedived ilg members
remoreeoremovedvedged 16 baptizebapulzatiza 29 deathadeaths

males 53 dealusdeatha feegaemamuktava 43
excommunicated 8 individuals
drawing supportsupports amount of
rusupport drawn 68 amount of
fast day donations

A financial report of the relief
societies of the stake as follows

wheat on hand tastlast quarteri i
stored by tilthee central colncoincommitteecittee
1525 bushels 6stored by societies of
the stake 1 40 632 butibubsbushelsliels stored
during thothe past guarterquarter bush-
els total now on hand
bushels received in cash and prop-
erty 3 disbursements in
casacash and property

A letter from lnethe superintendent
and assiassistantsstanis of sabbath school
in this stake representing them as
being iain a flourishing condition

A report from tuethe tabernacle
committee stating that they had
recelreceived in cash for the
purpose of root of
ehethe stake tabernacle in nieto
an ahotShotallotmentmentmeni made upon the wards
of the stake qt leaving a
balance yet unpaid of

president joseph made a
fewfe remarks I1in regald to the duties
of the baySay enties inasmuch asns the
duty of selecting missionaries de-
volved u phethehe otof sev-
enties he desired thatthal ahey
seek the approval pfaf their bishops
that the most suitable men might
bebd selected men of good character
andaud standing and capable of pro-
perly representing the saints and
the principles of the dospel to thathe
nations of thetho earth he spoke of
the joy and consolation afforded the
saints through their obedience to
the principles of the gospel in the
enjoyment of each others society
and the communion of the holy
spirit and the prospect fallen be-
ings as we areef ouroun obtain ingan in
heritherltanoe in the presence and king-
dom of gadgod lie concluded by
showing the ofdf thuthe plan
which the lord badhad revealed for the
saints to settlebettle their difficultiesdifficultleeiee

president joseph etayloratay lor stated
that in view of the fact that the
general authorities of the churchChure11

would be presented at the near ap
Copconconferenceference and

the of this stake would then
have an opportunity of voting for
thememyemi their naplesnames woud then be
ommittee

ayiyy


