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to jirssirs abigail etow A awtributeu of

respectne to thethibemoryIemory iaof her ihaILAhusbandand eldereider
thomas who died inn brigham city on
the idu daprilfilril

A windvind a wave a breath of even
and youths fond earthly hopesholes are riven
one moment and the suns bright raymy
bellindbehind the storm cloud flits away

1
1

A alnfinger9er touch of deathdeaths goldhandcollandcolcoidand
andand mans fullfall powers are all unmannd
todayto day youths strength and vigortigor bloom
tomorrowto morrow moulder in the tomb
weep thou bernavidbereboreavdavId one bathe thy grief
tears give the bursting heart relief
if not too much andulindulged14 the strong
of heart grow wearweak hyby weeping long

with thomas he wswas true
to god his brethrenbrethrenandand to you
hes gone sotnot even lovelove could save
that youthful casket from the kaavegrave

0 c1 i I1 I1 I1
AIalthoughthough you feel your heartstringsheartstrings cleft
dear gargirl you are not allail bereft
paternal heartshearty and doors are wade

I1to you aass ere you was a bride
withnilall that kindness can lartimpart
theres nane but god can healbeal the heart
yet sweet darlings ssunnyi

smiles
will mmuchUch your widowedwidow 4 hours bebeguile

liehe ivd to know a fathers joys
how proud of those twin baby boys I1

that double pledge otof love tota you
will prove a care and comfort too
aad though in youth you arearo bereft
of himlr you ioveloveiove those babes are left
in euryunywry gesture form and face
1119 ov e I1his ickslooks fendlyilylly trace

I1 I1 i
when their soft hands and lips you pressprom
neterneer tell them thetheyyareyaroameare fatherless i

in other realms their oatherfather lives
and hisbis representatives
on honors threshold firm he stooduveI1 1

d undandind respected hyby the good 1

tah train your little sonstons toio bbeF fl1 I 1l

theirthan absent siressirel facstacsae t
i

and integrity i
f olnornuty

lies1161 precious mcharge to you
task jouryour galef subdue r 1j

guide them from infancyr till youth fj
itits mould forfon god andaud truthatruth

by holy nuptial ties hell be w
your husband in eternity
youYoujiJblestlest him with your maiden love
and pownow your constancy maust proteproto pirpopit

ireshes coilegone thegospel trump tisouto sound
i adf

to spirits long in nde
and though beyond our mortal view f

trellhell lilholhot forget yoursoui bababbaubesandes and yousou i

ep snowaw0eowal april abcacc y

1 REMARKS
by EWeldir johnjo taylortaalor in taetheth

hadenade GS L cityelty april ath 1866 i
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A sgjoagrodgood honbonforforfon thethe saints to meet to-
gether iit is19 good to reflect upon the
workdorkofbf god it is good to be inin possess-
ionon of his blessings it is a great privi-
lege totd enjoy the light of eternal truth
and to be delivered from the dadarknessrYness
the error the confusion and the in-
iquity that prevails generally through-
out the world there areate but very fewlew
afenmeumen in the world ohp can realize
the blessingsbiessing which we enjoyebbo unless
their minds are enlightened by the
spirit of the living godgad there are in
fact comparatively few among the
saints who realize their true position
abid who eaneau comprecomprehendhelmheiO correctly the
blessIblessings and privilege that theytreyththeyay are
inah possession of forliyeiniLin dangan only graspgraap
these things as they are
the spirit of truth by the spirit of revereve-
lation by the holy ghost which has
been imparted to the saints by the lay-
ing on ofhands and throughgli their obe-
dience to the principles ofdf the everlast-
ing gospel ifif men are in the dark in
relation to0 any of these principles it is
because they do not live their religion
because they do not walk accoraccordingdilg to
that light which has been given to them
because as we have heard here they do
not pray sufficiently they do not deny
themselves of evil and cleave close
enough to the principles of eternal truththe gospel is caleucaleaucalculatedted to lead us on
from truth to hand from intintelligenceintelligentelligen ce

until that scripture will
be fulfilled which declares that we
shall seebee asag we are seen and know as we
ahreare known until one will not have to
say to another knowleknow ye the lord but
all shshallallail klontkno wimulmhim from the least unto
the greatest until the light and intelliIntellini

gencegenee of god shall beam forth lupori all
and all shall bask in the sunlight of
eternal trutha
fkP N1

titfit is a blessing to have the pilVi lege
of meetingg togtogetherether inili our general con-
ference

con-
ferference where the authorities of the
church can assemble from different
parts of the territory and of theeartathe earth
to learn the law of godgodi to transact bus-
iness pertaining to his church and
kingdom and to build up and establish
righteousness odori the earth Weve cannot
realize the extent of the blessings that
we enjoy weare situated differently
from any other people under the face of
the heavens there bisnois no people

1 nonogogo-
vernmentyernvernment no kingdomkingdomnono nation no
assembly of people civil reilereliereligiousiouslous no

or otherwise that enjoy the bbless-
ings

ess
that we are in possession of this

day for whilst others are groping in
the dark and laboring in statestataa of un-
certaintycertainty iiiin relation to the position that
they whether political or relig-
iouslousi we are free from any surmises or
doubts concerning these matters

As it regards our political status we
are well acquainted with that we know
the destiny of this church and kingdom
we know the position that we occupyy
towards god and towards the world we
know that the lord will accomplish
his own purposes and having this
knowledge we restrot perfectly aaseasy inin re-
lation to the result we know statthat the
kingdom of god which is established
among us will continue to spread
increase and extend until it covers the
earth and we know that all the plotting
and machinations and designs and comcorn 1

binations of men and devils will not be
able to stop it in its progress but as it
has begun to roll forth its speed will
continue to accelerate until it has ac-
complishedcomplished all for which it is designed
of god and until the kingdoms of this
world shall become the kingdoms of our
god and his chchhistchristrist and he shall reign
with uuniversalniversal empire over this ethearth
and to him every knee shall bow and
every tongue confess therefore we
have no trembling hono feeling of fear
TIOno anxiety or care as to the result all
that we have to earecare about in rerelationlation to
these matters is thabthat wewb individu-
ally and collectively do our duty that
we maintain our integrity before god
that we honor our priesthood and our
calling that wenye pursue a course that
ahallshall at all timesomes receive the smiles and
approbation of the most high and then
as to the result we care nobnot lonfor we knowamon
what the result will be

i As it regards our religious status we
feeljust the same in relation to that for
everything is connected with our re-
ligion and ourout god weve aroare not inln
debated to atiany church in exisexistencencenee for
the positpositionibn which we 1 nor fotof

we are in ofolwe have no need to trace our authority
through the popesropes or through any otheothi
armedermediumvm we cdearecarere nothing about them
we do not need either to go to the
roman or to thetho greek church to find
out whether we are right orof wrong
where our rellrelireligiongioli commenced and
whether we are placed on the right or
on the wrong foundation we are not
under the necessity of sedrbedrsearchingchingehing the
jewish records or any other records in
relation to these matters we are not
indebted to anyfilly of the schools abada

systems ofdivinity or theology
aranyorany of the religious systems extant
nor to any of the heathen nations there
is no nation people kingdom govern
menten no religious or political authority
of anany kind that is otof ahan earthly nature
tthatat wee have to go to in relation to this
matter we disclaim the whole ofthem
claim no annuity tbto any of them are not
of them nor from them anaand conse-
quentlyquent ly so far as they are concerned I1
we are perfectly independent cf tthemhellsour religion came from god it is a rereii

from the most high it is that
everlasting gospel which jphnjqhn saw an
angel bring to- be preached in all the
earth and to every people nation kin
areddred and tongue crying with jiL loud
voice fear gougod and give glory to him
for the hour of his judgment is come

then god is the author of our religion
he has revealed it from the heavens
he has sent his holy angels for thalthatthata
purpose who communicated it to Jjo
seph smith and others wavinghavingB rereirele
stored the everlasting gospel he hass f
sent liiitiforth to all the world and those5e
menthomen who have delivered that gospel tot
uus havohave received ifit by revelation direc-
tlyefrom god and have been ordained by
that authority if god has not spoken
if the heavens have nothot been opened if
the angels of god have not appeared j

then we have no religion it is all a
farce for as I1 have said before I1 we
claim no kindred no affinityafienity or rela-
tionshiption ship with them god forbid that
we should we do not want it this
then is the platform we stand upon this
is tha positpositionlonion that we occupy before
god for this is18 gods work that we areaie
engaged in if he has given any au-
thority inift the last days to mankind we
are in possession of that authority and

ifirilehe Ashas northennot then we averno auauthorathorethorfthorl
ty noi-anor anyya true yioyloTioranybany tru
hope I1 sshallshail11 not this morning enter
into all the arguments concerning these
matters all that I1 can say to you is
what paul said in his day ye are his
witnessesof these things and so is the
holy ghost whomwhon god hath given to
them that obey him

brethren is your religion true and
do you knowltknow it voices yes inepye
you know and realize it it is written iiin
living indelible characters on your
hearts which nothing cancah lreJreremovemove vewe
are witnesses of the truth of god
and the revelations which he has given
to his people in these last days wellneuveu
then we are not concerned about what
the nations of the world can do against
it for they will crumble and totter and
thronethrones willswill bebd cast down as itisit is written
in thetho scriptures the erdbraempirespires of the
earth may be dissolved andund all the na-
tions may crumble to pieces and wars
and pestilence and famine may stalk
through the earth this is not our affair
thethey are not our nations they are nnotGolsgodsgols nations religionists may squatsquab-
ble and contend and quarrelreli and live in
difficulty doubt and uncertainty in re-
lation to their affaffairsairs but that isiff none
of our business it is entirely their own
affair there may be written upon the
whole world religious and political

mene mene upharsin thou
art weighed iii thetha balances and art
found wanting what is that to us
it is none of our affair we are not asso-
ciated with them our interest is not
bound up with them they have noth-
ing which we can sustain in relation
to all of these matters we feel perfectly
easy if war goes forth and desolates
the nations if confusion exist among
religious denominations and if they
should continue to accasact as they are doindolndoing
like perfect fools it is their own busi-
ness the pope may tremble on hlhis
throne and be afraid that france or
some othenother powerpowen will not sustain nhimhim
it is not our affair we feel perfectly easy
and tranquil all is rigrightht with us for we
are in the hands of god and it his bus-
iness to take care of his saints there-
fore we feel perfectly easy quiequiett
and peaceable in relation to all these
matters

would they try to injureure us yes
they never tried anything eisegelseeise and we
are not indebted to them for anything
which we benj oy did any of them helpheip
us along in our religious matters who
are we indebted to in this world Is
there a religious society under ththee
heavens that we indebtedara to for ananyy
ideas or intelligence which we posspossessess
notiKoti Is there any priest in chris-
tendom that has helped us forward in
the least in our religious career not
one you bcannotahnot findand one are we in-
debted to any body for our political
status weve are not who is there that
helps us there has never been a man
yetyett who dared at any time to advocate
our principles and rights in the legisla-
tive halls of this or any otherothen nation
therothere dasheverhasha neverneven been- a man who has
had the honesty and truthfulness and
integrity to do it they dare not do it
because it is unpopular we dare adadii

our principles and god dare help
us and if we enjoy any rights andaud
legesand peace if there are any bless-
ingings of any kind that we enjoy we de-
rive them from our heavenly father
and we are not indebted to any power
government rule or authority religious
political or otherwise throughout ththe
whole of this habitable globe for any
blessinblessingss or privileges we enjoy except-
ing sometimes by a little persecution
they help us to be a little more united

all and we do not thank them for
this for it does not come with theirgaoa theirlies shrillmake the truth
of god abound to his glory all right
they will lie on because they are of their
father the devil and his work they will
do he was a liar from the beginning he
is the father of lies and they are his

lililidrenlidren therefore in relationm to all of
eseicse matters we feel perfectly easy
I1 wasvas asked tbthe dotheraher day if I1 would

ike to go and bear testimony before the
0ourt in relation to whether polygamy

wasI1 a religious ordinance or not I1
answeredn yes if they subpoena me
theyh have not done it yet and I1 do not
know whether they will or not I1 amhm
quite willing to go and testify to that
matter any time I1 think awillI1 will testify
to you here to begin with there is
nothing that I1 know of or am aeac-
quaintedquain ted with in this world but what
is a part of my religion and mixed up
with it it is all religion with
me I1 was told that the parties
desired to know whether or no I1
believed that polygamy was a re-
ligious ordinance or institution if
this question had been put to me I1
should have been inclined to ask ihothetho
parties what they understood by the
word religion because if I1 could not

A W Wfind out vie 1relirellreligiongl0 n was
ofbf coursocourcoursersersef1l coulduld riot0 ot tellteil011 whether 1I
in their estimation had any or not

this consideration led me to a few re-
flections in relation to this matter I1
had recourse to some of our dictionaries
to find out what popular lexicographers
saldsaid about it I1 referred to the standardlandard
works of several different nations which
I1 find to be as follows r

webster american religion in-
cludes a belief in the revelation of his
gods will to man and in mans obli-

gation to obey his command
worcester prominenta romi nent ameAmbamericanamerleanrican

1 an acknowledgment of our obliga-
tion to god as our creator 2 A par-
ticular system of faith or worship
we speak of the greek hindmo jewish
christian and Maho religion

johnson english religion a sys-
tem of faithfalthfaithfalth and worship 11

dictionary of the french academy
la cloyancecroyance huellonquegue ionlon a de la divinitydividivinniteitel et
ie cuiteeuite quonquion lui rend ei conse
quence

folfoi croerocloyanceyance
thathe belief we have in god and his

worship
faith beliefgerman dictionary or

by dr N N W ISleissner a standardstandard
work in germany

religion glaube faith persuasion
here then we have the opinion of

four of the great leading nations of the
earth as expressed by their acknow-
ledged standardstandaid works on what they
consider to be the meaning of the word
religion

the german has it faith persuasion
the french faith belief faith in god
and his worship the english abysanzanTtelof faith and worship these three
are very similar

next we have Webwebstersterstef american
which is our acknowledged standard
andeeand he says I1 religionBeligion includes a belief
in the revelations of gods will to man
and in manyomanlomans obligation to obey his
commands

this is indeed very pointed andiaand if
this definition be correct it wwouldouid
necessarily lead us to enquire aaas did
paul of old whether is it better to
obey mailman or god judgoye

worcester another prominent ameri-
can lexicographer speaks of I1 I1 religion
as an acknowledgment of god as our
creator and a particular system offaith
or worship here he agrees with the
french german andtenglish hythenhe then
quotes fromfroni a prominent work we
speak of the greek hindmo jewish
christian and Mahomedar religions
he might very properly hanehave addaddeded
mormon

faith belief and worship seem toito be
the prominent idea advanced with the
addition of our popular lexicographer
walker who adisto the faith in god
that it musjmust4 be in the revelations of his
will to cidhman and in nidasmans obligations to
obey his commands

having novanow found out what the
deaninmeaning of religion Is we shshallshallieallbeailbebe the
better prepared to inquire whether a
plurality of wives or as it is sometimes
called polygamy is a part of our relig-
ious faith or not

the constitution of the united states
says that I1 congress shall sakemake no law
respectingan establishment ofteof ligionreligion
or prohibiting the free exercise there-
of I1 have thought of the law which
congress has made in relation to polyga-
my the question however necessarily
arises is it constitutional for congress to
interfere with religious matters with the
establishment of rellreilreligionloniioni ororthethe free
exercise thereof Tthee constitution
says no then is polygamy a re-
ligious question orisor is it not asatIs it a
marriage ceremony or is it not mar-
riage is received by the greek church
as a solemnadoleen sacrament of the church
the romannoman catholic church arid the
church of england also admit marriage
to be a religious raeracsacrament and so it is
admitted by the great mass of religious
sectsbeets now in thetho world these are facts
that need no everybody iais ac-
quaintedquainted with theilthem it is trueltrue that inpraneeprance and in the united states magis-
trates are authorized to officiate in
solemnizingsolemn izing marriages
to this day unless theodrethey arearo married by
a minister ofreligion many ofodthethemoremore
conclentiousconscientious feel that they are living in
a state of adultery

now in relation to the position that
we occupy concerning plurality or as it
is termed polygamy it differs from
that of others I1 have noticed the
usage of several nations regarding
marriage but as I1 have said we areve
not indebted lo10to any ofefthemthem for our re-
ligion nor for our ideas of marriage
they came from god where did this
commandment come from in rela-
tion to polygamy italio came from god
it was a revelation given unto joseph
smith from god and was made binding
upon his servants when this system


