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ed man of about fifty he has been
connected with the departmentdepartment for
years he is rather reserved in his
manner and like all good detectives
he has learned the policy of keeping
his mouth shut as to the cases he hasbas
in hand his department is thoroughly
organized however and the wires are
hot with the cases which ateare sent into
it for him to settle all complaints are
classified those which relate to the
registered mail are marked A those
which refer to0 o the ordinary mail go
into division B all charges against
postmasterspotmasters and postal emplopes and
improper use of the mails are assigned
to another dividivisionion marked C the
IDD I1 cases are those which relate to the
robberies of post offices and the VF
castscases are complaints as to the foreign
mail there are daring crimes con-
nected with all these cases the regis-
tered mail is said to carry about two
hundred million dollars a year it
handleshandies about fifteen million letters and
packages annually and last year it was
alleged that over twenty five hundred
of these were opened and their con-
tents stolen there were several thou-
sand other cases some of which em-
braced the entire loss of the letter or
package of the case investigated it
was found that bossesjosses actually occurred

eighteen hundred instances and
that in half of these the money was re-
covered by the inspectors As to the
annual ordinary mail it is impossible to
estimate its value at the rate of
twenty five cents per letter it would be
worth complaints in this
divisionvisiondX amounted last year to about
fifty seven thousand and the loss was
comparatively small the chief in
crease in crime has been in post office

and connected with them toeme
numerous defalcations in the territor-
ies ot the west

the action of killoran russell and
allenalien in holding up the jailers at new
york is nothing new in the records of
postSt office crimes the men who toorotVuncleDCle sams post offices are among the
most dangerous of our criminal classes
they are usually men of more than
ordinary intelligence and they seem to
brobe adepts in toe art or01 getting out oi
uncle sams jails there is a man now
infib thithe penitentiary at joilet ill who
held up five men and succeeded in
making his escape alterafter he had been
arrested by the post office ininspectors19 pectors
thearfie tansmans name was le roy harris
heHA waswad formerly in the employ of the
newgew york post office about a year
ago be got in poss assion of some money
orders and postal note blanks of a
connecticut post office with these by
means of forgery he succeeded in ob-
taining about 31 from the post office
funds he sent hisbis bogus
orders all over the country the in
abectors soon discovereddiscovertd his fraud and
within six weeksweek alterafter the chett of thehe
blanks they had arrested him he was
taken at buffalo new york and was
brought belore a united statesstales corncoin
mismissionersidner e that office was issu-
ing the necessary papers haihainsris drew
his rerevolverolver made taeine five men in the
room hold up their hihads and escapedese aped
hihe was captured however the samehame
night at a little town inin canada and
sent tohoailbail
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a specialty of breaking open street
letter boxes they carried on their
work in different parts otof the country
about a year ago the inspectors gotgotonon
their track and arrested the three who
were considered the chiefs of the gang
one of them was a man named stratton
who was caught in colorado and who
is serving twenty one bearss dentesentencetIce
in the penitentiary at canyon city he
escaped four months after he was cap
aured but was re taken and is again in
prison two others otof this gang who
were arrested also escaped but they
were both retake ui

of all the desperate post office rob-
bers who have broken jail however
the department has no more remark-
able case than that of rube burrows
this man was a lamousfamous train robber
and burglar he has been engaged in
a number of post office robberies and
hebe ended his career through an at-
tempt to rob a mail train in mississippiii
in 1889 he had two confederates and
the three men entered the train by way
of the engine they covered the en-
gineer and fireman with their pis-
tols and then made their way back 0toO
ththe maillarmail car they tooklook altall thipthe regis-
tered packages and succeeded inin mak-
ing their escape the post officer de-
partmentpartment offered a 1000 for the arrest
of burrows thene railroads also offered
rewards and a man named cattercarter
finally captured him he was taken to
alabama and was put into a village
jail carter had gone off to sleep at
the hotel he left a white man and
two negroes to guard burrows during
the night the white man went onoft into a
cabin to10 sleep leaving the two negroes
alone burrows hadbad a little canvas bag
with him at the time of his capture
hehe asked these negroes to get anis lorfor
wihim saying that it contained some
crackers and he was hungry they got
this burrows at once put his two
hands into the bag and notwithstand-
ing the handcuffs on his wrists pulled
out two pistols with these he covered
the negroes he made them go and
bind and gag the white man and then
made one of the negroes bind the
other the unbound he com-
pelled to lead him to the room in the
hotel where carter was sleeping he
made him knock at the dourdoor andandraysay to
carter that he was wanted at the jail
the result wmwas carter opened the door
and found himself jacfacing1 89 the cold steel
of burrows revolvers he did not
flinch however but pulled his pistol
and began firing A number of shot
were exchange dand burrows was killed
carter received several wounds but he
recovered and got his reward

one of the biggest robberies of stamps
that the department has ever known was
that which occurred here lastlat fall at the
bureau 0 engraving and printing the
government up until within a short time
has been having the bby the
americanAmeTamericanican bank note company of neneww
york

I1 it cost the government sevenn
cents a thousand now uncle sain
makes his own stamps and saves too
abdo a year by doing so last october
howehoweverve it was found that two of the
employedemp loyesloves of the bureau had been steal-
ing stampsstamp by anetie thousand the offi-
cerses woke up adneone morning to find
two cent stamps wissing and it WMwas
dldiscovered thattacit these nienmen had sentenautoatt
asprir packagepac ka Wsf toco the variovariousus dodt
offices 1afati4 katlcde ihoth slstamps boer1vete mwvere t ww

up in the case and just before dis-
covery the men took a satchel filled with
stamps and ran off with the girls tonew york they returned within a day
or so and went back to work they
denied their crime upon being arrested
but were convicted and are now serv-
ing out their sentences in the peniten-
tiary

A big stamp robbery occurred at min-
neapolis nine years ago the thieves
stole stamps they did it at
night breaking into the post office and
crcrawlingaw ing through the stamp window
the stamps were locked up in the safe
but the burglars opened it with a dia-
mond drill the value of their steal was
about fourteen thousand dollars they
took their booty to chicago and tried
to dispose otof it there through some men
who acted as postage stamp fences
they had still tourfour thousand dollars
worth of stamps left when they were
discovered arrested and sent to prison
the gang olof burglars in new york do
not deett to have this trouble in dispos-
ing otof their stamps A vast amount of
stamps come into the big cities in ttike
transmission of small sums through wetire
mails the merchants sellseli them through
brokers at a small discount and millious
of stamps are disposed of in this wayY
it is estimated that nenew york uses 13worth of postage which she does
nothot buy of the government there is
no way of detecting a stolen stamp mdand
the postage stamp fences thus cahave
little trouble in getting rid of tinthe
amounts they buy from the robbers

the officials of the post office de-
partmentpartment tell me that robberies and de

are most common during hartthard
times just about the time of the pank
there were a great many post office
burglaries and the robberies were most
in those sections where the times were
the hardest A number of arrests were
lately made in south carolina and not
a few inin texas it is now about a year
since gen maxwell got a telegram des-
cribing the robbery otof the mail stage ondim
its way iromfrom robert lee to ballinger
tex the stage was stopped by two
masked men and the registered niastolen in this mail it was stated twthat
there was a letter containing 3 too of6
money order funds which had been
sent the post office at robertstrobert leegen maxwellMaxw handed the case overover 10
mr Wwheelertieel er anian inspectorfishe actor wwasas aatt onceanait
putout to work and it was found that the
assistant postmaster one of the postal
clerics and the stage driver hadbad coconspir-
ed it

with W F buchanan the president
otof a bank at robert lee to steal 1110
exooluo from uncle sam the postal
clerk and the stag driver the mgnightmabbike
fore the robbery slipped out ofef wato
with the three registered letters in heir
handshalfids twoto olof these they hadbad taken
from the mails one contained 5 aw
the other 2 the letter contained
lothinglothi hg out it was labeled to contakcontain

and the register account at the
post office was manipulated to show thatdialishadK had been received thase two men
took these letters to the point where
they decided that they would sweatthe
rubbery occurred they tore up the
two abna fideade rtregistered letters andadd
took thitthe money leaving the envelopes
unon the ground they tore alsoalpo the
bogbogus 3 wotoo entreenvelopelope which contained
nothing and then went back to town
tae next morning the stage driver left
withith themailimail As babonassoon as he46 gotto
toils
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