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ed man of about fifty. He has been
connected with the department for

years. He is rather reserved in his
manner, and, like all good detectives,
he has learned the policy of keeping
his mouth shut as to the cases he hLas
in hand. His department is thoroughly
organized, however, and the wires are
hot with the cases which are sent into
it for him to sertle. All camplaints are
classified. Those which relate 1o the
registered mail are marked "A.” Those
which refer 1o the ordinary mail go
into division “*B."”” All charges against
postmasters and postal emplopes and
improper use of the mails are assigned
to another division, marked "C." The
"D’ cases are those which relate to the
robberies of post offices, and the “F"
cascs are complaints as to the foreign
mail, There are daring crimes con-+
nected with all these cases. The regis-
tered mail is said to carry about two
hundred million dollars a year. [t
handles about titeen mulion letters and
‘packages annually, and last year it was
alleged that over twenty-five hundred
of these were opened and their con-
tents stoler, There were several thou-
sand other cases, some of which em-
braced the entire loss of the letter or
package. Of the case invesligatled, it
was found that losses actuaily occurred
inonly eighteen hundred instances, and
that in haif of these the money was re-
covered by the inspectors. As to the
annual ordinary mail 1t is impossible to
estimate its value. At the rate of
twenty-five cents per letter it would be
warth §500,000,000. Complaints in this
djyision amounted last year to about
fifty-seven thousand, and ihe loss was
comparatively small. The chief 1n
crease in crinie has been in post office
burglaries, and connected with them tne
numerous delalcanions in the rerritor-
ies ol tne west.

The action of Killoran, Russell and
Allen in holding up the jaillers at New
York 1s oothimg new 1n the records of
post office crimes. The men who roo
Uncle Sam's post offices are among the
muost dangerous of our criminal classes.
They are usually men of more than
ordinary intelligence, and they seem to
be adepts in tne art o gettig out ol
Uncle Sam's jails. There 15 a man now
in the pemtenuary at Joilet, Ib., who
held up five men, and succeeded n
making his escape atter he had been
atrested by the pust office inspectors.
The man’s name was Le Roy Harris.
He was lormerly in the employ of the
New York post office. Abuuta year
ago he got in poss- ssion of some money
orders and pustal note blanks of a
Connecticut post office.  With these, by
means of forgery, he succeeded in ob-
1aining about §3 000 Irom the post oftice
funds He scot his ‘bogus n:oney
orders all over the cbumry. The in-
'spectors soon discovercd his fraud, and
within six weeks anler the thett of the
-blanks they had arrested him, He was
taken at Buflalo, New York, aud was
brought bejore a4 Uuited Siates com-
missioner. Whi e that office was issu-
"ing e necessary papers Hains drew
his revoiver, made e five nien in the
room hold up their has.ds, and escaped.
He was caplured, bowever, the same
night at a ntle town in Canada, and
sent to jail.

Last year the department had great
-thouute with a  gang of letter box
thieves, a number ol whom escaped
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a specialty of breaking open street
letter boxes, They carried on their
work in diflerent parts of the country.
About a year ago the inspeciors got on
their track and arrested the three who
were considered the chiefs of the gang.
One ol them was a man named Stratton,
who was caught in Colorado, and who
is serving twenly-one years’s sentefice
in the penitentiary at Canyon City, He
escaped four months after he was cap-
tured, but was retaken, and is again in
prison. Two others of this gang who
were arrested also escaped, but they
were both retaken.g

Of all the desperate post office rob-
bers who have broken jail, hawever,
the department has no mare remark-
able case than that of Rube Burrows.
This man was a Jamous train robber
and burglar. He has been engaged in
a number of post office robberies and
he ended his career through an at-
tempt to rob a mail train in Mississippii
in 1889. He had two confederates, and
the three men cntered the train by way
of the engine. They covered the en-
gineer and fireman with their pis-
tols and then made their way back to
the mail car, They took all the regis-
tered packages and succeeded in mak-
ing theiwr escape. The Post Officer Da-
partment offered a §1,000 for the arrest
of Burrows. The railroads also oftered
rewards, and a man mnamed Carter
finally captured lhnm. He was taken Lo
Alabama and was put into a village
jaid. Carter bad gone .off to sleep at
the hotel. He left a white man and
two negroes to guard Burrows During
the might the white man went oft into a
cabin 10 sleep, leaving the two mnegroes
alone. Burrows had a little canvas bag
with him at the time of his capture
He asked these negroes to get tnis jor
him, saying that it contained sonie
crackers and he was hungrv. They got
this. Burrows at once put his two
hands into the bag, and, notwithstand-
ing the handcuffs on his wrists pulled
uvut two pistols. With these he covered
the negroes. He made them go and
bind and gag the white man, and then
made ope of the uegroes bind the
other. The unbound negroe he com-
pelled to lead him to the room in the
hotel whare Carter was sleepiug. He
made him knock at the dour and say to
Carter that he was wanted at the jail.
The result was Carter opened the uoor
and found himsell lacing the cold steel
of Burrows’ revolvers. He did oot
flinch, however, but pulled his pistol
and began finog. A number of shot
were exchanged,and Burrows was killed.
Carter received several wounds, but he
recovered and got his reward.

One of the biggest robberies of stamps
that the department hasever known was
that’ which occurred here last fatl at the
bureau ¢ engraving and printing. The
goveroment up uniil within a short time
nas been having the stamps'made by the
Amcrican Bank Note Company ol New
York. It cost the government seven
cents a thousand. Now Uncle Sam
niakes his own slamps, and saves §100-
coo a year by doing so. Last October,
however. 1t was jound that two of the
emploves of the hureau bhad been sieal-
ing stamps by tne thousand. The offi.
cers woke up one morning to find 96 coo
two cent stamps wissing, and it was
discovered that these men had seat out
shart packaﬁes' 10 the various post

difices and had sold the stamps they
stule; Thelg were'two wonlen fixed
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up in the case, and' just before dis-
covery the men took a satchel filled withr
stamps and ran off with the girls to-
New York. They rettirned within a day
orso and went back to work. They
denied their crime upon being arrested,
but were convicted, and are now sery-
ing out their sentences In the peniten-
hary,

A big stamp robbery occurred at Min-
neapolis nine years ago, The thieves
stole Boo,coo stamps. They did it at
night, breaking inlo the post office and
crawling ithrough the sltamp window.
The stamps were locked up in the safe,
but the burglars opened it with a dia-
mond dnll. The valueof theirsteal was
about fourteen thousand dollars. They
took their booty to Chicago and tried
to dispose ot it there through some men
who acted as postage stamp fepces.
They had still four thousand dollars’
worth of stamps left when they wera
discovered, arrested and sent to prison.
The gang ot burglars in New York do
not seein to have this trouble in dispos-
ing of their stamps, A vast amount of
stamps conie into the big cities in the
transmission of small sums through the
mails. The merchants sell them through
brokers at a small discount, and millions
of stamps are disposed of in this way.
It 15 estimated that New York uses §3,~
000,000 worth of postage which she does
oot buy of the government. There is
no way of detecting a stolen stamp, and
the postaze stamp fences thus have
little  trouble in getting rid of the
amounts they buy from the robbers.

The officials of the Post Office De-
partment tell me that robberies and de-
falcalions are most common during hard
times. Just about the lime of the panic
there were a great many post office
burglaries, and the robberies were most
in those sections where the times were
the hardest. A number of arrests were
lately made in South Carolina, and not
a few in Texas. ILisnow about a year
since Gen. Maxwell got a telegram des-
cribing the rubbery ot the mail staye on
its way Irom Robert Lee to Ballinger,
Tex. The stage was stopped by two
masked men, and the registered” mail
stolen. In this mail it was stated that
there was a letter containing $3,100 of
money order funds, which had been
sent irorh the post office at Robert Lee.
Gen. Maxwell handed the case aver to
Aninspector was at once
put to work, and it was found that the
assistant postmaster, one of the postal
¢lerks and the stage drivet had conspir-
ed with W. F Buchanan the president
o! a bank at Robert Lee, to stcal this
$3.100 from Uncle Sam. The postal
clerk and the stage driver, the night be-
fore the robbery, slipped out of town
with the three registered letters ip their
hands. Two ol these they had taken
trom the 'mails. ©ne conlatned $5 and
the other £2. The third letter coniained
nothing, outit was labeled to contain
$3,100 and the regisier account at the
post tffice was manipulated toshow that
it had been received. These two men
took these letters to the puint where
they decided that they wouid swear the
robbery occurred. They tore up the
two bona fide registered letters, and
took the money, leaving the en: eigpes
un the ground. They tore also the
bogu's £3 loo envelope, which coniained
noiking, and then went back_ to town,
The ' next motuing the stage driver leit

with the mail. As soon as hé gotto

SR TP open i, Yl Bul



