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INJUSTICE INDAM INFAMY

Oonconfrontedfronted and cowed
but not crushed

OUR DELEGATE IN THE HOUSE
OPOF representatives

exposes the monstrosity called the
edmunds tucker BMbill

POINTS OUT ITS
AND raFALLALCIAS

andlu appeals to the StatesState mans
sense of fairness

FULL TEXT OF THE SPEECH

mr CAUSE mr speaker it is a
dorkofwork of supererogation to point out
the enormities of this proproposedased legis-
lation which while professingproprofessinglessing to be
lorfor the suppression of polygamy in the
territory of utah is actually a meas-
ure intendedtendediu to suppress the mormon
church and place its property in the
handsolof a receiver under ordinary
circumstances I1 would content my-
self with entering a formal protest
serenely confident that enlightened
mankind throughout the world will in
due time condemn such legislation as
wrong in theory of funda-
mental constitutionalconstitutional brovprovisionsi un-
democratic and un american and
wantonly destructive of the dearest
most sacred rights of humanity there
has never yet been a wanton exercise
of arbitrary power whether by unres-
trained executive authority or dyby pre
judice Jimpelled legislative enactment
which did not as ttimeime rolrolledledonon bring
its own revenges this bill rudely
overrides and sets at naught the eter-
nal the immutable principles upon

common rights ot men are
bottomed do you flatter yourselves
that you cacann with impunity trifle with
the rights of your telfel do you
sa crince your own sense of right anoan
justice and bend your better jude
ment to the demands of a false public
sentiment which owes its existenceence
to two unworthy sources religious
intolerance and bigotry and the arts
bf unscrupulous designing self seek
ingn men whose only object is the plun-
deringder ing of my people and hope that
youyon aand your posterity will escape the
p eil bat heretofore has sooner or
1eilenlatate en visited upon those wilfully
bre g the unchangeable laws gov-
erningern the destinies of nations

france todayto day still pays aass for long
years she has been paying the penalty
for the revocation of the edict of
nantes that wanton act as short-
sighted s it was arbitrary as sense-
less as it was wicked drodroveve beyond
the borders of france a of
souls comprising some of the best
blood and best intellects of the french
deoppeopleae the protestant Em egres dri-
ven from their homes in france
stripped of their property carried with
them to england to germany and to
the wilds ot america not only thentheir
religion but that training and discip-
line of mind which the school of ad-
versity always teaches and todayto day you
can read on the brightest pages of the
histories of the countries receiving the
refugees the greatreat achievements
wrought by them england owes to
them and their posterity much very
much of her preeminenceprere eminence in the
worlds commerce germany is their
debtor both in the arts of peasepeace and
war strike from your galaxy of
statesmen and warriors frofrom your
role of greatteat men in a the akswalks of
life the names of french huguenotsHuguen
and their descendants and see what a
void there would be

england lost in great pt what she
gained through her kindly reception of
the persecuted fleeingn from ototherr lands
byy herer impolitici politic anda atrociousabrocioa treat-
mentent of puritan englishmen and
catholic irishmen had she been
content withwity driving the puritans from
her own soil undand not sought to im-
pose unwarrantable restraints upon
them in the homes they had established
upon this continent it is
todayto datday all english speaking people
wouldwoul be united under one govern-
ment the grandest and greatest upon
earth the condition ot ireland to-
day attests most eloquently the incon
tessibletes tible fact that legislation like this
you propose to enact never has and
neneververwillwill accomplish aught but the
creation of a plaguerue spot in the body
politic which in her case has festeredforfor many centuries and is at this mo-
ment the dominant issue in english
politics

do you say I1 am presumptuous in
comparingcompariug the despised mormonscormons with
the french huguenotsHuguen the english
puritans and the catholic irishmen
in numbers we will iroprobablybably not equal
either and yet there are nearly a quar-
ter

4

of a million who hold that relireligiousfousbelief in the united states thisthi bill
strikes at the property of the mormon
church and proposes a test oath to
professors of the mormon faith it
is true that our religious establish-
ment Is only fifty six years old
but in that short period our people
have been drivon from three states
by momob violence our property des-
troyed our prophet and leaders mur-
dered itiin cold blood and forty oueone i

years aago0 we had in the dead of win-
ter tto0 gileavelave our homes on the east
babank of the mississippi river which
we had won byhonett toil and make
an unparalleledparalleled pilgrimage of more
than 1500 miles across trackless plains
and unknown mountains to find be-
yond the pale of civilization a new
abiding place we found a desert land
not then the domain of the united
states

the first act of the pioneer band
nearly all of whomeliom came of good new
england pennsylvania and new york
stock was to hoist the stars and
stripes and take possession in the
name of the united states a govern-
ment which we then betibelievedeved and still
believe to be of divine origin this
country was att war with mexico the
mormonscormonsMor mons driven from their homeshomesohon
the banks of the mississippi and living
in tents and rude huts I1 scattered in
camps along the way from the mis-
sissippisissippi to the missouri hadbad been es-
peciallyally appealed to by the president to
furnish a4 battalion of five hundred
men to make a forced march across the
continent and help seize and hold cal-
ifornia the appeal was responded to
although it required every fifth man to
abandon his family at the outset of aana
enforced journey long arduous and
perilousvilous but whither no one thenterilousteknewnew save that their tabernacle was to
bebesetset up somewhere beyond the icky
mountains

in making this heroic sacrifice as in
hoisting the tagflag of their country on the
mountain peak overlooking the valley
of great saltgait lake and taking pos
session in the name of the united
Stispatesates the mormon pilgrims were
bmpampsimplyy doing their duty they believed
and tsutaughtht tthenbe as they belive and
teteachab totodayday that the government olof
the united states was foundfoundeded by men
who were inspired of god it mat-
tered not what they had suffered at the
hands of lawless men otor wherein those
in authority hadbad failed to do their duty
the mormon religion imposed upon
those who accepted the faith the sa-
cred obligation of supporting defend-
ing and aggrandizing that govern-
ment the establishment of which was
but part of the latter day dispen-
sation

the achievements of the mormonscormons
sspeakeak iforifor themselves they found a
esertdesert region in the interior of the con-
tinent which the few white men whonho
had theretofore penetrated pro-
nounced an waste
hostile savages held the then sup-
posed to be only habitable places
round about almost 2000 miles of
plains audand mountains uninhabited
save by warlike savage nomads sep-
arated usua from the eastern frontier
line between great salt lake vallevalleyy
and the few scattered spanish settle-
ments onoa the pacific more than
miles of Ftillstill more inhospitable deserts
and rugged mountains intervened the
history of mankind does not afford
another such example of a people
stripped of allail their possessions andanc
witowith the scantiest possible provision
successfullysf ally accomplishing so marvel-
ousbusunun undertaking within less than
two years more than five thousand
souls made the pilgrimage from the
banks of the mississippi to great salt
lake valley growing on the way their
provisions and making the raiment
with which they were clothed what
was endured during that exodus the
awful suffering irofromin hunger until the
first years crops were grown aedma
aured in the valley would require a far
more eloquent tongue than mine to
adequately describe men and women
who were children then will tell yuyou
that even now they experience in
dreams an aftertaste of the pangs of
hunger gnawing at their vitals through
the long and dreary winter of 1847 48
all stores were neld under strict guard
and meager rations meted out but
for the kindly assistance of the
scarcely better provided indians who
taught our people to find dig and cook
wild roots starvation would arve been
the lot of all the weak and ailing

those of you who nave made the
journey across the plains over
the rocky mountains and ahrthroughjugh the
great valley in palace cars and seen
the wonders wrought by the persist-
ence the industry and the thrift of
the mormonscormonsMor mons can have only the faint-
est idea of what the transformation
has cost the people whom youyon now de-
liberatelyliberately propose to turnoverturn over to in-
satiable spoilers

I1 hazard nothing mr speaker when
I1 make the statement that but
for the mormonscormons the building
of the union and central pacific
railroads would have been an
utter impossibility more than that
sir but for the work of reclamation
accomplished in two short years
among the dreary wastes of salt lake
valley the Califorcalifornianiu and ore-
gon pioneers of 1849 and succeeding
years could not have made the over-
land journey from the missouri to the
pacific we marked out ttethe way
built the roads bridged tilethe Sstreams
established ferries and along the line
planted settlements

I1 repeat sir that not only would the
construction of a continental iron
highway have been indefinitelyly post-
poned save for the mormon settle-
ments in the intermountaininter mountain region
butbat todayto dayallday all that vast region now
populous eridgrid ironed with railroads
yielding millions upon millions in the
products of mines and of sousoil would bebb
scarcely better known than it was
forty years ago

itif the materialeimmaterialmate riall work accomplished
by the mormonscormons has been such as to
challenge the admiration otof the world
their political moral and intellectual
achievements have been none the less
remarkable they have not only re-
claimed waste places deemed irre

claimable before their advent they
lave not only subdued nature and
nademade the desert to blossom as a gdr-

don of flowers they have no only
ailt cities and townstown rallrailroadroad and

telegraphelegraph lines but they flayebave dotted
thebe land they won from sterility every
where with schoolschoolhousesho uses and places of
worship it Is our proud boastboas that
butut few of the oldest states in the
union can show a less pereenpercentagetage of
illiteracylliteracy than the mormon population
off utah there is no community on
the face of this earth where so large a
percentage of the heads of fa
own their homesdomes ninety per dentcent of
mormon heads of families in utahuliah own
the houses they live itin and the lands
they cultivatecul of all the states and
territories in the union there are but
thirteen showing a lower percentage
of total population who caa not read
connecticut having the same as utah
3 3 perpercentcents the money raised for
6schoolh ol01 purposes in utah is greater in
amountt than the school funds of three
states and of any of the territories
save dakota and more than that sir
not one dollar of the school fundfund by
far the larger part of which comes from
mormon taxpayers is used for sectar-
ianI1 burppurposese8 I1 akie school books of
the publicbl c 8schoolscbools of utah are as aab-
solutely

b
sol01

putely frefree fromefrom mormon teachings
as are thothosee used 4 the district of
columbia

the only successfulul
ed by the general government to re-
claim indians from a savage state and
tewteahh them the arts of peace and make
them thrifty agriculturists and usefusefulul
citizens have been the work of the
mormon church and its missionaries 01I1
assert only thatthai which I1 know to be trtrueU e
when I1 declare that on more than one
occasion the mormonscormons have prevented
costly indian wars not only in utah
but in the adjoining territories

one of the minymany slanders so indus-
triouslytriou sly spread abroad concerning my
people is the statement that ane great
mass ofef them are densely ignorant
sir the official statistics give the lie
most emphatically to this reckless as-
sertionser tion has the state of connecticut
a densely ignorant population but
three and thirty seven hundredths of
the inhabitants of the state of connec-
ticut can not read precisely the same
proportion of the people of utahU tah ivin
1880 could not read

another unfounded slander spread
abroad most in by our ene-
mies is the charge that the population
of utah is largely made up of foreign-
ers who are ignignorantorant ana unfit to be
citizens of the united states whatabat
do the statistics prove according to0
the census of 1880 the total populationpo on
af utah was of this number

were males and females
the males outnumbering the females
by of the total population

were native bornbaru and
foreign born there were na-
tive born males aad native born
females and the foreign born males
were and the foreign born te-

i

le-
i males while the proportion of
the foreign born population of idaho
is tolo of wisconsin
41 california 51 minnminnesotaeulota

dakota 62 arizona 65 98
nevadae ada linin utahutah it is only

in dakota Oreoregon new jarwhamp-
shire rhode island jorimichiganfichigan maine
massachusetts florida arkansas
washington colorado and new mexi-
co the foreign born population in-
creased during the decade preceding
the census ofef 1880 from which these
statistics are taken in utah it had de
crease dand utah showed a more rapid
decrease in its foreign born population
during the period named thathan11 twenty
nine of the states and the district of
columbia

mr speaker I1 assert without fear
of successful contradiction thatanat there
is not upon the face of the globe an-
other agricultural and pastoral com-
munity where the average of general
intelligence is so high where so small
a percentage of men women and chil-
dren can not read mats is no idle
boast itif I1 dared to trespass upon
your time and youryour patience I1 could
bring overwhelming proof of my as
bertionser tion it is the universal verdict of
the intelligent and unbiased observers
who have visited utah andigoneand gone among
her people

the fact that the mormon people
fihaveaveinain a high degree capacity for
self government is attested by their
history I1 defy any impartial student
of institutional history to the
legislative enactments of the territor-
ial assembly of utah beginning with
our provisional government and com-
ingin downclown to date and fall to pronounce
tthe highestencomiumgium uponthe wisdom
the fairness the justness and equity
of the mormon government of utah

A gentleman who has devoted years
to a critical study of their ecclesiasti-
cal and political institutions says

the wisdom of their leading men isie biccx
amplified in the founding and elaboration
of a local government which will receive
the unqualified approval of every student
of history in the settlement
of no other western territory has the dis-
tinguishing feature orof old nownew England the
principle of town meeting community
self government been so rigidly adhered to
as in utah Brig haftiaih young who was pre-
eminently great as a leader of men and a
builder of communities i was a native of
vermont his chief co laborers were either
natives of nownew england neyner york penn-
sylvania or the western olof ohio
their civil like their ecclesiastical policy
was essentially democratic they built not
torfor todayto day but forall time the communi-
ty was the starting point mutual assist-
ance mutual forbearance unity of senti-
ment unity of sympathy love of god love
of fellow men and absolute reliance on
divine providence were the foundations of
the community operationcooperationco of comcam

ties was the guiding prinprincipletiple of the
bbate

the result is a model local government
the territory is absolutely ft without debt
theTho expenses of administration are reduced
to the minimum taxation on a very ilowallow

valvaluationaaion is lor purposes
mills on the dollar properpropertyyv in galsalt lake
acty neitwith its people and all its pub
lie improvements has a debt otof less than

created to build an irrigating canal
26 miles longilong and the rate otof taxation terr-
itorialritorial school dountycounty sad municipal is
only n on the collac A model school

stem is maintained without sectarianism
the percentage of illiteracy is three tenths
of one per bent legsleas than that of massachi

and one tenth otof one per cent greatergi eater
than that of vermont

therechefe is no agricultural community on the
face of the globe where you can meet so
anany traveled and educated men as you
willwillinthein the different mormon settlements of
Uutahtab you will cease to wonder at this
statement when you are told that every ear
the church calls upon a large number of
young men to go without scrip and with-
out purpurseI1 c 11 as88 missionaries to all lands
these men are gone on an average of three
years they preach the gospel learn lan-
guages take note of all they seesec and hearbearpacesthebhe mormon is inquisitive as well as ac-
quisitive hohe is cautious secretive and
prudent because the world looks at huhum

i n
shrewdshrew d at making a bargain his

word is AS good asao his bond there As no
trade so cagey y sought after as that otof tahehe
mormon merchantiet thethey are scrupulously
honest pay invariably cents to the
dollar and mind their own business

such mr speaker is the testimony
otof a disinterested observer

A great deal was said before ghetuthe ju-
diciary committee and the bill now
under consideration contains a pro-
vision about grants of land water and
timber privileges made to certain in-
dividualsdivi duals by the provisional legisla-
ture of utah it was claimed before
the committee and apparently with
effect that these grants were roforr the
purpose of creating monopolies and
thereby aggrandizing particular men I1

or interfering in someway with settle
ment by non mormonscormons nothing could
hebe larther from the truth water and
timber were scarce artiarticleselbs grants
were given to a few men who had
means to build roads into callons to
enable the people to get timber out
aad the privilege of charging toll wa
given to those who at great expense
made the roadways toll bridges were
allowed to be built by private indi

for the accommodation of the
publicP bubli but these were mere tempor-
ary expedients necessary in a poor
commcommunitygruity they long since ceased
to exist As to the charchargecharee of monopo-
lizing water rights I1 will repeat what I1
said before the committee theibe truth of
which cannot be questioned

the mormon pioneers undoubtedly had an
eye to securing whatever there wasvas g od in
the desert country they had sought out as
a placelace of refugeagethe area of land which can successfully be
cultivated bbyy irTiirrigationgation by a family isis not
great community
operationcooperationco is one of the ffeatures of alithee
mormon polity A settlement was first
made where the water could be with the
least labor and cost brought to irrigate the
land the custom which has ccome0 e to be
recognized IWlaw inin all other countcountriesries I1is that
those who firstfifie take out thetha water can not
be deprived of the quantity to which they
thereby become entitled the mormonscormons
were provident and thoughtful of the fu-
ture they settled at the mouths of
canocanonsns where the mountain streams de
bbotchedbou liedched they did just what every fore
handed people pioneers will do they took
all they could get it is normade a serious
charge against themthein ththatat they monopolized
the water and the arableafable land not to ag-
grandizegran dize themselves but to provide torfor
ththeire r children and their brethren of other
rsectionse eions of the union and of other lands
wwholie might come to join them was it a
ccrimerlme

every one acquainted with the local
history of western territories knows
that it was the common practice to
grant charters for toll roads and
bridges in almost every territory I1
believe it Is an undisputed fact that for
a long time the firm of barlow san-
derson two enterprising vermontersVer montereI1

had a monopoly of the stagecoachstage coach and
mail business in colorado
because they owned the toll roads
throughgli every available pass in a cer-
tain region they got the charters from
the legislature of colorado built the
roads and the tolls they were allowed
to charge prevented competition inin
their business

there is no more occasion for the
twenty rot section of this bill than
there would be for an enactment re-
quiring the attorney general to insti-
tute suits toco annul grants ggivenven to
barlow sanderson for toll roads
in colorado by its territorial assem-
bly

mr speaker disguise tthehe fact as the
advocate chisthis bill inmayay seek with
greatreat ingenuity as the authors otof this
billtill have donedoine to slip round or underar
or constitutionalover prohibition they
cannotcan not escape certain demonstrable
conclusions

first that in prescribing a test oathth
asaa a qualification prerequisite to exer-
cising the 1lightI of suffrage they are

I1 doing somethingsomesomethingi
mg that is not only datehate-

ful and odious in the sight ofof every
american but they in this case do it in
despite of the plain letter of the con-
stitutionution I1 need onlyoaly quote teeton
arable gentleman from virginia mrkr
tucker who has charge of this bill

1 when the so called edmunds
bill was under considera-

tion in this house he said in pre-
mising his remarks

I1 believe the most precious assurance forfoi
american liberty and the essential
guaranteera ra tee of american civilization is the
fonconstitutionstation of the united states to de-
stroy any evil by unconstitutional methods
is to cure a disease by a poison which disdi
curbs ake vital functions of the body politic
and injects into it a principleprin cuple most difficult t
to be extirpated andand creates a precedent
whose influence must be injurious and may
be fatal to the life otof constitutional govern-
ment

theatthat wiswas sound doctrine right elodoo 1

neatly and pithily announced but
bearear him on the question of the testtesi
oath prescribed by this bill

I1 come now

he said
to the eighth section of the bill that pro-
vides that no40 bigamist morepolygamist or any
person cohabiting as becore mentioned
bbeall vote or be eligible to office or hold
office in any territory or place over which

have exelusive jurisdictionlunsdiction
or01 underander the united states this dibistranstran
chases every such person from every office
from the presidency down to the most petty
place under the government

I1 wai p the question of a constitutional
powerpowei to mmakeake qualificationsdisqualificationsdis torfor offices to
which another department appoints or
as to which the constitution itself
establishes its own free qualifications
I1 assert that this section without
trial of any kind takes iromfrom every
person guiltaguilty of any of these offensesoffen seg thesyeous rigrightt of suani rage and the privileges
of celigibility to0 or the title anany office
under the united states this Is jonedone bby
act of congressconi for crime it operates eeo

ofef ttheresse approval of this law if at
that moment liehe is guilty of a new offense
created bybv this act this act in the same mo
ment inflicts this heavy penalty

it does more the ninth section estab-
lishes a commisscommissionibn of five personspersonsv whose
decision ofot of any man from the
polls is absolute and final hebe has no ap
peal that commission tries the question
of guilt or innocence in order to determinedete
his right to votetote his citizenship is emas
emulated under this law without the processpi icess
of law by indictment and juryury trial before aa
eburt of law the epincommissionmission of live fireare
the absolute arbitersai biters of the rightslights and im-
munitiesmuni ties of one hundred and forty thousand

citizens of the united statestatesfa

the gentleman fromfroin virginia held
tha such a law washwas unconstitutional
and in this helasbe was but voicing the un-
broken current of decisions up to that
time by the courts of last resort in
every state in this union that hadbad
passed upon the questiontion as welt asaa
chat of tilethe supreme court of the unit
ed states learned lawyer as the gen-
tlemanman is I1 know he must have hadtamein mind at that time the celebrated
casecae in the mattermattei off dorsey found in
7 porter A statute of alabama
disqualified persons who had engagedencased
in dduelsels and prescribed a test oath
mr XJ L dorsey declining to take this
oath was refaspa admission to the bar
and the case coming up to the su-
preme court of that state was elabor-
ately considered in all its bearings
in the course ofbf the opinion the court
says

the tenth section of the billbil of
amons 0otherth1 er thithings provides that no onsalmonbahalla 1 I1 be compelledomell to fivegive evidence against
himihimselfelt nornoi shall hebe be deptdepinetived of
inshis life liberty or01 happiness but by due
course otd law aterafter a patient and mature

of the matter I1 nmam olof opinion
anat the requisition of the ex rory oath
exacted by this law oftenoffendsidss against this
portion of the bill of0 rights it is BO onen
siveive to the first principles of justice to tereotarequire a man to give evidence against him
i elf inIH a penal case that independent otof the
constitutional ingerd etct no one inin this onen
I1lightenedlighten ed age will 4iee found to advocate the
principle but it may be said this isis not a
case of this kind as no corporalcoi or pecuni-
ary is the consequence of a re-
fusal to take the oath against dueling but
areaie not the results the same whether pun-
ishment tollo ws from the admission or01 is
imposed as a consequence of silenive can
ingenuity makemake a distinction between a
punishment inflicted in this mode as a con-
sequence of the refusal to take the oath by
dosingclosing one of the avenues to wealth and
ffameame as isa positive pecuniary mulct itif
there be a9 difference I1 think entirelyitlenq in
fofavoror of the latter so ffarar as the amount or
weight of the penalty could affectaffect the de-
cision of tinsthis question

I1 donado not doubt that familiar as the
gentleman is with constitutional law
liehe had overlooked the opinion of the
new york court of appeals in barker
vs the people 3 cowedCowen wherein
that high court held that

ligibily 0atoo office leis not declared as a right
or principle btby anyny express terms of the
constitution butift it results as a just deduc-
tion from the express powers and provi-
sions of the system the basis of the prin
ciple lisis the absolute liberty of electors and
the jiappointingPointing authorities to choose and
appoint any person who is not made ineli-
gible by the eligibility to office

I1 therefore belongs not exclusively or speci-
ally to electors enjoying the right of suf-
frage it belongs equaequally1ay to all persons
whomsoever not excluded by the cons titu
tion I1 therefore conceive it to be entirely
dearclear that the legislatureLegi lature can not estab-
lish arbitrary exclusions from office or any
general regulations requiring qualifications
which the constitution has not requarequiredred ittor example it should be enacted by law
that all physicians orol all persons of a par-
ticular religious sect should be iberlineligibleble to
public trusts or that all persons att pos-
sessing a certcertain amount of propertypioperty should
be excluded or that a member of the as-
sembly must be a freeholder any such re-
gulationgu lation would be anan infringement of the
constitution arid it would be so because
should it prevail it would be in effeffectact an
alteration of theoe constitution itself

As ita right flowing from the consti-
tution it cannot be tatakenen away by any law
declaring that classesclasse of menormen or evenaeven a
single personpei son not convicted of a public of
tense shallhallI1 be ineligible to public station
but as 1 right not expressly secured by the
constitution it waymay pebe taken from convicted
criminals when the legislature in theirplenary powerpowei overever crimes deem such a de-
privation a necessary punishment cosayto say
this is to saypay lain substance thatthai the right inquestionuestion may be forfeited by crimes when
tthele Legislegislaturelatue 6so direct

now I1 appeal io the gentleman to say
if the law laid down by the supreme
court of alabama and the new york
court of appeals in these cases was not
sound if it was good law as declared
by the new york court of appeals that
I1 as a right flowing from the constitu-
tion it can not be taken away by anyaay
law declaring ahat classes of men or
even a single person not convicted of a
public offense shall be ineligible to
public station then I1 want to know
rfif the right 0of suffrage tancan be taken
from a class 0 or even a single
in D accused oroi evett swsue


