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brother moses thatcher A great many
people marvel and wonder why some
thing is not done with him some have
said we were afraid of moses thatcher
I1 am not afraid of moses thatcher nor
otof any other man who breathes the
breath of life when it comes to a matter
of duty but lam afraid to disobey

rodgod or to not I1 perform rnymy duty in any
position that I1 am called to in the church
there has been a great deal said with
regard to brother moses thatcher and
many have wondered why something
wasVMS not done about him well I1 will
say that this is a matter that belongs to
the twelve apostles he is a member
of that quorum and of course it is their
duty to take hold of that work and at-
tend to it until it is settled but I1 have
felt as the president of the church it is
thymy duty to not let this conference pass
without cadingraying something upon this sub-
ject brother moses thatcher his been
a very sick man preparations have
beenbeeh made bybv the twelve apostles to
settle this difficulty with him in council
but he has been iniff the condition I1 speak
ofbt what esthe difficulty with brother
thatcher the difficulty itis he has not
been with his quorum in spirit for years
he has not been united with them
hardly I1 may say since the death of
president taylortaylor it is not his declining
to sign hit declaration of principle that
was broughtbrouilit uptip at the last conferenceconlerence by
the leaders otof israel this is a matter
of comparatively small consequence I1
say here and I1f skysay the truth Brother
thatcherhatcherT has not been in fellowsfellowshipbip with
us for aa series bf chisyears he has not
met with his quorquorumtim he has spent
days and days inin this city when he was
perfectlyp fecal able to go about andioand do busi-
nessneis and has not thetmet with them
neither at their sacrament meetings nor
other meemeetingstinis now this cannot re
main infh this way As I1I1 have taidsaid these
evil1Iisspiritsrits affect men there is ita spiritecung him and not abooda good spirit
either with regard to his standing with
his quorum he should havebave met with
them and talked these things over but
he has not done it he has met with
them comparatively few times since
president taylors death

brethren and sisters these are truths
the apostles know that he has neglect-
ed domeetto meet with them at times when he
could and should have done so he
has been at difference with them in many
things that have transpired he has
been by himself in his labor and for
himself and not for the church lowi
want to say that neither moses thatcher
nor any other man intheon the face of the
earth can stand in the way of this church
we have had almost whole quorums olof
apostlesA that have been in the road and
they have bad to be moved out oloi it
because the kingdom of god cannot
stop for anybody for wilford woodruff
lorfor moses thatcher or for anybody else
unless we work with the saints of god
with the priesthood of god and with the
organization of his church we cannot
have any power or influence 1I make
this testimony because it is my duty I1
have thought a great deal olof moses
thatcher I1 hadahad a good deal to do with
his coming into the quorum of the
apostles I1 had a great respect lorfor his
family I1 have for any man that will
bear his testimony to the gospel and
kingdom of god but he has stopped
that he has taken a different course
with regard to this and he occupies that
position today I1 name this because he

is not in a condition to be tried the
lords kingdom is going to roll on if
I1 took a stand against my counselors
and against the twelve apostles and
we were not united together I1 could not
go with them but the lord is with us
and with his people whatever is re-
quired at our hands we want to perform
iii I1 hope that the little time we spend
here in the flesh before we go into the
valley of the shadow of death we will
pursue a course wherein we will be
satisfied when we come to meet the
lord and joseph smith and the patri-
archs and prophets we will meet these
people in the morning olof the first resur-
rection many of them have got their
resurrected bodies and those who have
not will have their bodies raised from
the grave in an immortal condition
who can sacrifice eternal liflandlife and a part
in the arst resurrection to stand with
their wives and children in celestial
glory for the honor of this life or to
gratify ambition I1 cannot afford to do
it neither can you we will hail brother
moses thatcher with every sentiment
of our hearts when he will meet with us
unite with us repent of his wrong
doings and hehelp carry on the work of
god as he should do without this he
cannot go with us

god bless you I1 bear testimony to
the heavens and the earth that this is
the church and kingdom of god we
have got to live our religion and to be
united in order to bear off the kingdom
and receive those blessings that lie on
the other side of the veil for us I1 pray
that his blessing and spirit may rest not
only onon the first presidency and apos-
tles and the whole priesthood and the
saints but upon moses thatcher that
his eyes may be opened to see hisbis ears
to hearbear and his heart to comprehend
his position and duty before god and
man

PRESIDENT LORENZO SNOW

As the president of the quorum of
the twelve apostles of which brother
thatcher is a member I1 want to say a
few words in connection with this sub-
ject that has been introduced by presi-
dent

i

woodruff I1 feel it my duty how-
ever unpleasant that duty may be totomemel
to testify to the truth of what president
woodruff has said in reference to the
fellowship existing between brother
thatcher and our quorum I1 think it
was seven years ago when the present
presidency of the church was organized
and I1 then was appointed to preside
over the quorum of the apostles a
duty and an obligation that I1 felt the
utmost incompetencycompetencyio to discharge and
yet believing and knowing that it was
my duty to accept that position I1 was
satisfied that the lord would aid and
assist me in accomplishing the duties
pertaining to that sacred office I1 have
labored actively from that day to the
present to do that which I1 considered
my duty to accomplish a perfect union
between every member of that quorum
and a perfect union also with the first
presidency I1 felt the importance of
this when I1 took the position as presi-
dent of the twelve and I1 asked the
lord to let me live until these duties
were accomplished until I1 could see
and feel that every member of the
qquorumborum of the twelve apostles was in
perfect fellowship with each other and
with the first presidency the brethren
of the twelve can answer now whether
that has been accomplished and how

far it has failed it has failed in only
one single instance and that has been
presented to you by president wood-
ruff there are now of the quorum otof
the twelve ten members sitting here
upon these stands with these ten
brethren there is now a perfect union
between themselves and with the first
presidency

I1 distinctly remember a peculiar
circumstance in connection with this
subject it was when perhaps
brethren were assembled in the upper
hall of the temple the object of that
assembling was to gather means to ac-
complishcom the completion of the temple
and that speedily I1 do not remember
now how much we raised there but it
was a large sum contributed by the
brethren present on that occasion
president geogregeorge Q cannon arose and
spoke very feelinglyfee ingay in reference to the
perfect union that then existed with the
first presidency this was about one
year before the dedication of the tem-
ple in all matters pertainingerta ining to the in-
terest of the church both spiritual and
financial after he got through I1 dare
say that the people there I1 thought so
at least expected that I1 would arise and
say something in reference to the union
of the quorum of the twelve apostles
I1 did not do it I1 sat there in silence
and I1 never explained the reason to the
quorum oiof the twelve that I1 have any
remembrance of why I1 sat there in
silence I1 gmam now going to explain it
I1 thought my brethren had reasons to
expect that I1 would arise and steak in
reference to union I1 could have
spoken as loudly and as effectively in
reference to the union of our quorum as
brother cannon in reference to the
union of the first presidency with but
one single exception that exception
I1 regret to say was brother moses
thatcher the brethren of the quorum
will now understand why I1 sat there in
silence

the next day I1 think it was in going
up to brigham city on ththeetraintrain
brother thatcher and I1 sat together I1
there told him this circumstance that I1
have just told you I1 said to him that
iitt was on his account the love and
respect that I1 had for him that I1 did
not arise and make him an exception
I1 would have been compelled at that
time to have mentioned brother moses
thatcher as an exceptionn there were
eleven of us thathat were in perfect union
which we had labored and toiled to
effect completely and strongly and
abundaabundantlyabundantndy but I1 would not place him
inin an unpleasant attitude before the
people I1 explained this to him

but that was not the only time the
night previous to the dedication of the
temple we felt that the quorum of the
twelve ought all to be united or per-
haps there would be something arise
that would prove of a disagreeable char-
acter we called the quorum together
every member was present we
labored and toiled at that meeting to
bring brother thatcher into a union
with us hour after hour till about twoavio

in the morningmorningsmorningr I1 labored
dldiligentlyantly I1 always thought a gooddealdeal of brotherbrothe thatcher he and I1
always got along lovingly together and
hebe knows and will state it itif be
ever comes to address the people tbthatat
brother snow was one of his particu-
lar friends and felt an interest for him
as deep as any man in tlethe quorum
we labored there with only one object


