
THE DESERET
to one yet out of one fourth of the
votes the arrangement was such
that the liberals got at least
oneonet birdthird of the members il and of
the whole number represented
the two thirds antlanti liberal
majority stood for four fifths of the
entire populations this inii fair

unimpeachably unqual-
ifiedly fair from a strictly liberal
standpoint

As to the assertion that dr groves
tola a believer in polygamy we know
not nor does it matter whether he is or
not it seems a little singular how-
everevertthatbat a manaman so thoroughly conjugal
fnan hisbis temperament should be a con
firmedarmed

THE BRIGGS CASE

the presbyterian general assembly
nownew in session in washington yeste-
rday resolved itself into a judicial
court of the lord jesus christ foror the
purpose of hearinhearinglr the casecage against
dr briggs accused of heresy A brief
review of this now celebrated trial tola
as follows

when dr briggs in 1891 was trans-
ferred to the chair of biblical history in
union theological seminary new
york he delivered an address on the
authority of the Scrivscripturestures in this
hebe maintained that the bible had not
been handedbanded down to us without error
and that consequently the reader hadbad
to exercise a certain amount of critical
judgment a theory not in harmony
with the presbyterian creed the
matter was brought to the attention
of the general assembly at
detroit and that body disapproved
the action whereby the professorship
had been given to briggs charges
were also preferred in the new york
presbytery in the spring of 1891 but
that todybody dropped the casacalls stating
that it did soBO without approving of
the positions stated in his inaugural
address at the same time desiring
earnestly the peace and quiet of the
church and in view of the declara-
tions made by dr briggs touching
illshis loyalty to the holy scriptures and
the westminster standards and of
his disclaimers of interpretations put
on someowe of hisbis words deems it bestbeat to
dismiss the case and hereby does so
dismiss it P 1 I1

the seemingly wise decision did not
satisfy the prosecuting committee but
they appealed to the general assembly
at portland last year who remanded
the case for a new trial back to the
new yorkfork presbytery by whom the
accused was acquitted the prosecu-
tors again appealed to the general
assembly now in session

at the portland meeting last yearar patterson editor of the philadel-
phiahis presbyterian journal introduced
a resolution which was laid over till
this year it was evidently penned
against dr briggs and reads as follows

the general assembly would remind all
tinder its care that it is a fundamental
doctrine that the old and new testa
biente are the inspired and infallible
word of god our church holds that the
inspired word asam it came iromfrom god is
without error the assertion of the con-
trary cannot but shake the confidence of
the people in the sacred books all who
enter office in our church solemnly pro-
fess to receive them as the only
infallible rulerole off faith and

tice it they change their belief on this
point christianChriatlan honor demands that
they should withdraw from our minis-
try they harenohave no righettoright to use the pul-
pit

u
I1 or the chair of the professor forthefor the
dissemination of their errors until they
are dealt with by the slow processprofesa of dis-
ciplineci but if they do so act their pres
byteries should speedily interpose and
deal with them for violation of ordination
vows the vow taken at the beginning
is obligatory until the party taking it is
honorably and properly released the
general assembly enjoins upon all minis-
ters elders and presbyteriespresby teries to be faith-
ful to the duty here imposed

here is evidently a hand to hand
contest between dr bringsbriggs and dr
patterson for if the former isin ac-
quitted the lattlattererld dogma must
tiene relrejectedacted and vice versa
the presbyterian church is by this
case in a dilemma itif dr briggs is
pronounced guilty of heresy the
ability is that not a few liberal clergy-
men will secederecede and perhaps found a
new church should the accused be
acquitted the ultra conservatives
would probably secede this status
of affairs accounts for the evident

asire manifested so far to delay the
final decision as much as possible

A WEEDY STUBBORN FIELD

the kansas city times is responsi-
ble for the statement that taney
county missouri tois absolutely church-
less the section is said to be the home
of family feuds which would do credit
to sicily immigrants Faspassingsing between
the two states bissomissouri andJ arkansas
are caretcareful ul to go round it there is
not a mile of real highway in the
acounty which hasbas a population of
2973 and 1300 voters though rich in
natural resources it Is stagnant and
poverty stricken and while having a
a large area of government land is
shunned by immigrants in10 view of
this condition there Is froefarce and timeli-
ness in the query instead of need
lessly duplicating mission churches in
other parts of the new west as is so
commonly done by eastern societies
instead of spending thousands on
missions to redeem the heathen even
why not redeem taney county from
the stigma resting upon it

THE QUEENS BIRTHDAY

the thoroughbred briton whether at
home or abroad respects the good
queen victoria and recognizes her
birthday in ne way or another as a
matter of loyalty if hisbis allegiance to
the land of hishie nativity has not been
thrown off but if it has he does much
the same wingtiling as a matter of respect
which no degree ofalienation can ever
eradicate there is nothing wrong in
thlethis but on the contrary a good deal
that tois right the queensqueenIs subjects
have every reason to be respectful if
not thankful for of all modern rulers
she has ruledrulea the and hence the
best while her personal virtues and
her domestic simplicity have placed
her in the foremost station among the
good women of the earth

this is the eve of queen VictorvictoriaslaPa
birthday tomorrow she will have
lived three quarters of a century and
it toIs proposed abroad to celebrate the

event with more than cuscustomary
honors her recent appearance in
london in a grand public function
waswaa the brat for some time and it waxwas
intimated would be the last that fact
has brought more sharply to mind the
age and length of reign of the queen
and stirred the loyalty of her people

with one exception victoria isin the
oldest of the reigning monarchsmona rohs of the
world and no one of them hasbas bad
equal length of reign heronry senior
in point of age is christian IX of
denmark who was seventy five years
old on the ath of april but he
hasbaa reigned less than thirty years
while V etoria will on june 20
have completed fifty six years the
only other european reigning mon-
arch who comes near her in age and
length of reign tois francis joseph of
austria who is about eleven years her
junior both in age and rule the shah
of persia is ten years younger than
the queen of england and came to the
throne a little more than eleven years
after her accession

it tois also a matter of history that in
the long line of english rulers the
age of the present queen has been ex-
ceeded but twice her grandfather
george III dying at the age of eighty
two and her great grandgrandfatherfather george
II11 at the age of seventy seven her
uncle and immediate predecessor
william IV died at seventy two
elizabeth the mostmoot famous of her
female wore reached the age of
seventy and henry III in the thir-
teenth century sixty five years this
lastlaet sovereignelgo equaled her length of
reign fifty six years and it was ex-
ceeded by only one english monarch
george III whose total nominal reign
was fifty nine years but about eleven
years of that time there was a regency
the king being insane

it tois a matter of pleasure to all well
meaning right minded people and
this may even include the prince of
wales the one most interested person-
ally that victoria is in very good
health and gives fair promise of seeing
many more birthdays those who
hut longliong live the queen do so

with excellent reason england as a
monarchy is not likely to do as well
again while the chance of doing worse
tois always imminent

THE FASTEST YET

with ocean steamers reeling off
milesmilea at the rate otof a hundred in tourfour
hours we thought a point somewhere
near the limit had been reached but
it begins to look anaa if we might be
mistaken not mistaken a little but
greatly and bewilderingly so it now
seems that an inventive genius named
sheffield who operates litin new york
has incubated and applied an idea for a
motor which is to drive those marine
monsters through the foaming main
at the rate of eighty miles an hour
this would send a ship from fastnet
to sandy hook in a day and it sounds
a little too utopian to be received and
entertained all at once

the nownew york pressfrew says that fast
ocean travel is She fieldsMelds bobby it tola
more it is hisbis life he proposes to re
place steam as a motive power to pro
pel a vessel across thebe atlantic with fta
few gallons of sulphuric soldacid and a


