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to one) yet out of one-fourth of the
wvotes the arrangement was such

that the Liberals got &t least
one-third of the members! And of
the Wwhale number  reprerented,
the two - thirde antl - Liberal

maejority stood for four-fifthe of the
entire population! This is ¢fajrr?»—
fmnmeunsely, unimpeachably, unguall-
fiediy fair—from a striotly Liberal
standpoint.

As Lo the assertion that Dr, Groves
18 n believer in polygamy, we know
not nor does it matter whether he is or
not. It reems a little singular, how-
ever,that s man so thoroughly conjugal
tn his temperament should be a con-
firmed bacheloi!

-

THE BRIGGS CASE.

The Presbyterlan general assembly,
now in sesston in Washiogton, yester-
day resolved lisell into s Judioial
€Jourt of the Lord Jesus Christ, for the
purpoee of hearing® the omse against

Dr. Brigge, accused of heresy. A brief
review of thls now celebrated tria) is
as follows:

When Dr. Brigge In 1891 was trage-
ferred to the chair of hibijeul history in
Upoion Tneological Beminary, New
York, he delivered an address on the
authority of the Scrintures. In thie
he maintained that the Bible had not
been haunded down to us without error,
and that, consequenily, the reader had
to exercise 8 certain amount of oritical
Judgment, a theory not in hsrmony
with the Presbyterian creed, The
matter was brought to the attention
of the genersl pssembly at
Detroit, and that body disapproved
the action whereby the professorship
had been given to Briggs. Charges
were also preferred in the New York
presbytery in the apring ot 1881, but
that body dropped the casa, stating
that it did so ““without approving cf
the positions stated in his inaugural
address;, at the same time desirlog
earnestly the peace and gquiet of the
church, and in vlew of the declara-
tions made by Dr. Brigge touching
his loyalty to the holy Boriptures and
the Westminster standards, and ot
hisdisciaimers of ioterpretatione put
on some of his words, deems it best to
dismiss the case sud bhereby does so
dismiss it.??

The seemingly wise declsion did not
patis!y the prosecuting committee, but
they appealed to the general assembly
&t Portland last Year, who remanded
the case for a new trlal back to the
MNew York presbytery, by whom the
acoused was acquitted. The prosecu-
tors ugaln appealed to the general
agsembly now in ression,

At the Portland meeting last year
Dr. Patterson, editor of the Philadei-
phia Fresdyterian Journal, introducerd
A resolution, which was lald over till
thls year, It was evidently penped
against Dr. Briggs and reade as follows:

The gencral assembly would remind all
nnder ite care that it fs a fundatnenial
doctrine that the Old and New Tesia-
sments are the inspired and infallible
word of God. Our church holds ihat the
inapired word as it came from God is
withonterror. The assertion of the con-
trary canonot but shake the confidence of
the people in the sacred books. All who
enter olfice in our chorch solemnly pro-
fess to receive Lthem as the only
infsllible rule of fuith and prae-

tice. If they change their bellefon this
point, Christian honor demands that
they should withdraw from our minis-
try. They have no right to use the pul-
pitor the chair of the professor for the
dissemination of their errors until they
are dealt with by the slow process of dis-
cipline. But if they do so act, their pres-
byteries should apeedily interpose, and
deal with them for viclation of ordination
vows. The vow taken at the beginning
is obligatory ontll the party taking it la
honorably and properly released. The
goneral assembly enjoine upon all minia-
tors, clders and presbytorles to be faith-
ful to the duty bere imposed.

Here s evideotly a hand-to-hand
contest botween Dr. Brigge and Dr.

Pasttorson. For 1f the former in ae-
quitted the Iatter’s dogma must
e rejected and vice  vVersa.

The Prestyterian church is by this
case in A dilemma, [f Dr. Briggs is
pronuuuced guilty of heresy, the prob-
ability is that nut a few liberal clergy-
men wlill secede and perbaps found A
new church. Should the accused be
acquitted the wultra conservatives
would probably secede. This status
of affaira acoounts for the evident
.esire manifested so far to delay the
final decislon as much as possible.

A WEEDY, STUBBORN FIELD.

The Kansas City T¥mee is responsi-
ble for the statement that Taney
county, Missourl, 1s absolutely chureh-
less. Thesection is eaid to be the home
of tamlily feuds which WOuId!do cradit
to Stoily. Immigrants passiog between
the t wo states, Missour: and Arknnsas,
are careful to go round it. There is
pot a mile of real highway in the
county, which has a population of
2078 and 1800 voters; though rich iu
patural resources, it Is sBtagnant and
poverty stricken, and while having a
w Iarge aroa of government land, 1s
shunned by immigrante, In view of
thiscondition there is furce and timeli-
pess in the query: Inatead of need-
tessly duplicating mission churches in
other parts of the new Weat as I8 so
common}y done by eastern socleties,
instead of spending thousands on
misslons to redeem the heathen even,
why not redeem Taney county from
the stigma resting upon it?

THE QUEEN'S BIRTHDAY.

The thoroughbred Briton whether at
home or abroad respecta ihe good
Queen Victoria and recognizes her
birthday In ¢ne way or amolher as &

matter of loyalty if his allegiance to
the land of his nativity bhas not been
thrown off} but if it has, he does wuoh
the sume tning as a matter of respect
which no degree of alienation canever
eradicate. There is nothing wrong in
thie, but on the contrary a good eal
that is right. The queen’s subjects
bave every reason to be respectful if
not thankful, for of all modern rulers
she bae ruley the least, and hence the
best, while her personal viriues and
her domestic simplicity bave placed
bher in the foremost station nmong the
good women of the earth. .

This ie the ave of Queen Victorla’s
birthday. ‘Tomorrow she will bave
‘;Ived three-quarters of a century and
L is proposed abroad l;o celebrate the

vwvent with more than oustemuary
honore. Her recent appearance In
London in a grand publlc function
was the first for some time and it was
intimated would be the last. That fact
bas brought more sharply to mind the
age and Jength of reign ¢f the queen
and stirred the loyalty of her peopie.

With one exception Viotoria is the
oldest of the reigning monarchs of the
world and no one of them bas had
equal length of reign. Heronlyeenlor
ip point of age ls Clirlstlan IX of
Denmeark, who was seventy-five years
old on the 8th of April, but he
has relgned less than thirty years,
while Voctorla will on June 20
have completed fifty-elx years. The
only other European reigning mon-
arch who comes near her in age and-
length of reign ia Francis Joseph of
Austria, who is about eleven years her
junlor both in age and rule. Theshah
of Poraln ia ten yeare Younger than
the queen of England and came to the
throne a little more than eleven years
after her accession.

Itis also a mnatter of history that in
the long llne of English rulers ihe
age of the present queen has been ex-
ceeded but twice, her grandtatber,
George 111, dying at the age of eighty-
two und her great-grandiather, George
I1, at the age of seventy.geven. Her
uncle and immediate predecessor,
William IV, died at seventy-two.
Elizabeth, the moert famous of her
female predec ssors, reached the ageof
seventy and Henry II1I, in the thlr-
teenth century, sixty-five years. This
last soverelgu equaled her length of

‘reign, flfty-slx years, and it was eX-

ceeded by only one Eunglish monarch,
Qeorge LII, whose total nominal reign
wae flity-pine years, bul about eleven
years of that time there wae a regency,
the king being insane.

Itis a matter of pleasare to all well-
meaning, right-minded people—and
this may even include the Prince of
Wles, the one most interested person-
ally—that Victoria is in very good
health and glves fair promise of seeing
many more birthdaye, Thoese who
shout **Long live the gueen!’ do so
with excellent reason; ISvgland as a
monarchy is oot likely to do as well
again, while the chance of doing worse
is always imminent.

THE FASTEST YET.

With ocesn steamers reeling off
miles at the rate ot 1 bundred in four
hours we thought a point somewhere
pnear the limit had heen reached, but
it begins to look aerif we might be
misteken; not rolstaken a little, but
greatly and bewilderlngly so. [t now
soems that av inventive genlus named
Bbeffeld, who operates in New York,
has incubated and applied an idea for n
motoer which is to drive those marioe
monsters through the fcamlog maln
at the rate (f elghty miles an hour!
This would send a ship from Fastnet
to Sandy Hook In a day, and it sounds
a little too Utopian to be recelved and
entertained all at once,

The New York Fress says that fast
ocean travel 1s Bbeflield’s hobby. [t is
more; it 1s bis life. He proposes to re-
place steam a8 a wotlve power; to pro-
pel a vessel ncroes the Atlantic with a
few gallons of sulpburic acid snda
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