492

The Deseret Weekly.

POBLIBHED BY

THE DESERET NEWS COMPANY,

BALT LAKE QITY, UTALW.

BUHSCRIPTION PRICH:

Per Year, of Flity-two Numbers, - - - §2.50.
Per Voiume, of Twenty-six Numbers, - - 1.50-
IN ADVANCE,

OHARLES W. PENROSE, - =~ - EDITOR.

Satnrdny, - - April 13, 1889,

,THE CONFERENCE.

Tne April Conferenee of eigh-
toen hundred and cighty-nine will
figure prominently among the me-
morable events in the history of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Baints. After a long period of
retirernent from the puhblle pnze,
most of the leading spirits of the
Church were present amd in their
places upon the stand prepared
in the Tnbernacle for the pre.
giding nuthorities of the Holy
Priesthood. An immense gather-
ing of the Baints greeted them and
tistened with profound inburest to
their counsels. The congregations
were large from the communee-
ment. On Bupday the spacious
building waa filled to overflowing,
and in the afternoon the Assembly
Hall was thrown open to accommo-
date the throngs who could not gnin
admission into the Tabernncle.

The addresses were replete with
instruction. Doctrine, prineiple,
pmgﬂ;nl sugyestlons, correction of
wrohgs, exhortation to duty, were
administered in the gift and power
of the Holy Gthost, and every heart
was cheered and every soul fed
with the bread of life. Pence reigned
and harmony and unity of spirit
prevailed.

The Holemn Asscmbly on Sun-
day afternoon, in which the quo-
rums of the DPriesthood were ar-
rapged in order nod voted In turn
upon the nnmes presented ns the
general authorities of the Church,
was n prand and inspiring wsight.
And uo onc seusible to the higher
influences could look unmoved upon
thie majestic scene whoen the whole
body of the people, Priesthood and
members, males and females, arose,
and with uplifted hands to heaven
fn token of covenant and consent
sustalnel the men chosen  to
conduct the affalrs of the Church of
Christ upon the earth. It was like
the sound of many waters when
they arose, and like the sublime un-
ity nnd power of the heavenly hosts,
as they stood before the Lord with
one heart and one mind making the

{mcred slgn of assent. Nothing
{t«qunl to it has bren seen on carth in
modern tines outside of thnt Taber-
macle. It was o plorlous spectacle
for men and angels, nnd the spirit
accompanying it was divine.

The re-organization of the First
{v'resideney was highly gratifying
to the Baints. They have felt for
some time that this was very desir-
ahle. On Bundny they knew that
the right time had come aml the
right men hnd been selected. From
what wo know of the sentiments of
the Baints we are sure that they
would buave named the brethren
“‘chosen by the body* on Bunday,

if they had been the proper
persong  to make the nomi-
pation. The votes c¢ame not

only from their hands but from
their hearts. There was not n die-
sentient voice or sign. The people
were unanimous ln all the votes. It
was the voluntary union of ten
thousand souls representing the
seores upon scores of thousands of
the hosts of latter-day Israel.

A great and pleasant spirit of con-
tentment and satisfnction goes with
the people to their respective homaos.
They have the most profound con-
viction that God 18 with them nnd
that He will guide the affairs of His
Churel through the men who have
been sustained ns His servants, and
that no matter what perverse man
may bu permitted to do in the exer-
cise of human agency, Almirhty
wisdom and power will be exerted
to bring off the truth victorious and
establish the kingdom of righteous-
ness in nll the earth,

The Conference has been o glorl-
ous gathering. Its etlects will be
teit In every part of the Territory,
and its influence go forth to every
Iand where there s a living Saintor
4 believer in the restored Gospel of
the Son of Man. May the spirit
present during its sessiopg be car-
rivd to every settlentent and perme-
ate every home, nnd bring to mem-
ory, in the varied scenes of lify, the
tenchiinge and impressious of thid
rare occasion!

—

AN UNTRUTHFUL WRITER.

A OCORRESPONDENT of the New
York Herald Intely forwarded to
that journnl from Birmingham,
Alnbama, what he claimed to be a
detailed deseription of the proselyt-
ing process adopted in the north-
western portion of that Htate by
#Mormon® Eldcrs from Utah. He
states that in order to get ot the
facts without impediment, he visit~
ed that section in the pretended
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capacity of a railroad passenger
apent, peeking to digpose of tickets:
to this Territory, and at other
times falpely impersonated o mining
prospector. His report is, as o
whole, about ns correct in some 0

its features ns wos the nature of
these claims. Had he visited the
northwestern part of Alabama in
his real character—that of an eX-
pert cconomizer of facts—he would
have been equally us succesaful 1D
the portrayal of the picture he had
drawn. It is conspicuous for incom-
gruijty and discoloration.

After stringing out & mass of mis
representution — mixed lhere and
there with a glimmer of truth—t0
the extent of n eouple of columns
the correspondent, whose MM
throughout is evidently to flont with
the current of popular prejudice
spenks regretfully of the fact that
efforts to drive the Elders out of
that section have been feeble and
spasmodic, intimating in this way
that he would prefer them to be
vigorous and continuous, Ou this
point he reaches the conclusion of
Lix article hy guoting from the ReV:
William O’Dell, n Baptist ministel
who spoke to him as follows:

I have prenched and worked
agninst them and donpe all in MY
power to aronse the people to actiol
against these men, bot to no aval

on sea they first interest our peo”
ple by their promises of guoed lloﬂl‘-";
and rich lands in the West. OUY
people here know gothing but pov-
erty and hardship. It is all ﬁhﬂf;
cad do to live; they are in debt an
the future looks wery dark ad
rloomy to many of them, and theY
eagerly nccept any chance to hatl,(?l':
their fortunes. More than one D& !
of their converts are made by g10%
ing representations of the case Wi .
wiiich fortunes nre msde in the F2
West,””

One thing to which my attention
was enlled was the fact that none.o
the converts carricd west ever WI
to their friecnds or reltives %
were lelt behind. 1t i8 suppor”
that all thelr correspondence 18 e‘m
amined by Mormon Elders, and 19
letters telling of the bitter d'f-ﬁ
Pointmenta and the horrors of &% -
n a country of Mormous nre to
lowed to find thelr way l-e_wkl
fields which have been so frulU“‘l-._

From the countics of ClnY: cwt:‘
hurne, Randolph and 'I‘allmliﬁh’;""};’wIl
five hundred converts have on,
sent to Utah, Arizonn and Iddltll"
during the past four yenrs, no {wo
Kldors expect to send away 1.
hundred more early next auturs
There is no longer any _prcteps"
opposition to their work in
tion. They preach where and = o
they will, distribute liternfure ol
house to houre. and no ont ,I';hey
thinks of miolesting them. jetly
still go about their work a8 QU
as possible, but their only At op
geems to be to nvoid newspape!



