THE DESERET WEEKLY.

671

']

to the meeting house abont neon, wWhere
a large aspembly had gathered to pay
their last respects to bim, and Lo hear bis
fuaneral sermon presched. The apeakers
were Wm, Bramhall of Springville, Wi,
Paxman, presideut of Juah Stake, Wm.
M., Bromliey, Wm. R. Wehh, Thomas
Barrait and Bishop Wm. D. Rohinson,
all of whom Spoke in the highest terms
of the deceased and his many admirahle

qualitiex»,

Samuel Wagstaff was horu Octaber 20,

18 g village of Ualdicol, parlsh ol
Nﬁi;?uﬁhcounty of Bedtordshire, Eng-
land, HMe wauone of nlamily of eleven,
seven of whom®bbeyed ithe Gospel, and
Bix of them amlgrnl.a"(:llto Utah, 1—[;;
a0 came Lo 8 couniry, &

3'?35"?,{ ilslbﬁ, at Lehi, Ulah county. He
marrisd 1.00¥ Maria Wehb in hngla.nd
on Decembor 25, 1840. She hore him
fing children, all of whom survives, ex-
cépt one. He omhraced ithe Gospel In
1849, and immigrated to Utab In 1862,
On ['1;3 arrival be came direot to Amerl-
can Fork, and stayed there continually
till his death. Deceased married four
wives, two ©Of them are dead, and the
othier Lwo survive bhim. One of the
latier is blind and was in this sad sliate
when married. He served a torm of im-
prisonment 10 the Utah peulientiary, in

for conscience rake, and
It in from u sketoh of his
lite written while there, 1hat this snm-
Inary, in parth is prepared, He leaves
eleveﬁ children, fieen grandchildren
and eight great-grandobildren.

Wagstiil was a prominent and
scﬁ:?h‘?vrorkof in the Ol_mrch of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints from the
tlme of hls conversion and baptiam np
10 the day of his deaih, and thought no
smorifige 100 groat in the discharge of him
duties, He prosided for a good many

ears over & branch of the Charch in
gi& natlve land, and through bis un-
Wavering faith and klngh_mus won the
love and oonfidenace of all its raemhers.
Soon after be settled in american Fork
bhe wau uppoinl.ed by Bishop L. E. Hur-
rington to act 84 ono of the pre-
miding Teachers of the ward, whioh poai-
ton ho has fillad With marked sucoess
8ver mince. He Wwas 80 active Sunday
wohoo] worker up to B tew years ago,
“when the Bishop relensed him from that
capacity, B0 that he might have more
time 10 Jend his enoerglies 1n other neoces-
%Ay direc lons. In his position a8 pro-
#lding ward Teacher he was emineunily
Bncoessful aud was & groal help to the
Bishoprio ot be ward, as he seldom
falled (o saiisfactorily adjust diffioultles
belween discordant and refractory mem-
hers within the purview of his urisdio-
tion, »or the last few years of his lite,
he made 1t his especial business i0 visls
the homos of the afllicted and downeast,
and to adminisier words of oheer an
comtort to them; be wounld arrange Lo
%0 1o the homes of the old and fvahle
and adminis.er the Sacrament to them
on ths Sahbath day, and when he
could get a few of them togother ut their
homes, he would hold a short meetiog
with them, and give them a chanoce to
8peak of God's goodneas it they Ielt so
inglined. Thus mAny o poor old soul
Wwas made to rejolce who was unahble to
KO Lo the pnhlic mestings,

Like many more of the Latter-day
Saipis who h{;ve gathered from the Old
World, Brother Wags aff was entirely
ot of taste with the prevailing dogmas
of septarianism and was suxjously look-
ing and walting for something hetier
and higher 1o appesse his soul which he
found to his great joy in the Gospel mea-
mage delivered to bhim throngh the in-
strumentalily of Joseph Smith the great
Prophet of the nineteenth century. In
1849, the year in whiloh the doosased
obsyed the Gospel, the tide of prejudice
ran high in Epgland against the Latter-
day Saints nnd their mi~sloneries, and

it was hard for them Lo get places
inm  which to hold their ~meet-
inge. Brother Wagstaff  opened

bls bouse to them for this purposo, and,
as hbe lived In a renled honse, was
threatened with expulsion therotrom for
s0 doing. On one occasion the lord of
the manor served notice on Brother
Wagstaff to leavo bis homes within &
speoified time or he wonld have him
ej)acr.ed by force; but through a lncky
coinoidence, unkuown to the digeitary,
Brother Samnel hati juat settled his reut
for another year, with an agent who bad
agthority to receive’ i, and wss thus
legally justified in hidélng defiinge to
bis would-he persecutors. The parish
parson was the chief instigator of this
intended trouhle, and was very winthy
when he found 1hat his sohemea werse
foiled,

So, another of pature’s staunch nohle-
men—a irue, falthtul, tested mervant ot
God-—has lived and departed, and goes
down o the gravo ripe in yoars, honored
and respected by alF who knew bhim, to
await 1he honefits ot the frwt resurrec-
tion, nnd Lthe bappy, welcome plandit,
“Come, my faithiul servant, enter into
the joys of thy Lord."” J, C.

ISRAEL IVINS.

ST1. GEonrae, April 20, 18¢7.—Israel

Ivins was horn at Tom's River, New

Jerney, on the 191h of May, 1815; joined
the Church of Jesus Christ of Labter-day
Sainis and went to Nauvoo in an early
duy; was a trne triend to the Prophet
Joseph Smith; was married 10 Anna
Liowrie Ivins on the 19th of March, 1844,
by Jedediah M. Grant; came to Utah in
1853; was marrled to Julia Hill Feh. 12th,
1857. He surveyed quile a large portion
of the northern part of Uiah apa soms
of ldaho, as ulso the gresnter part ot
Lincoln connty, Nevada., Hg moved to
8t. George In the year 1881, and survoeyed
the oity of 8t. George, as also the Rio
Virgou and other tields and ditohes.
Alihough not a diplomsad physiciap, he
his performed & grest amount of suc-
cemsinl medlcal practice among the
people of this southern country, and he
WaB N6VEr known to ask the guestion,
have you any money, hut tenderéd his
sorvices to both rich aud poor and
thus mude many frieuds in very deed.
Among the many acts that he has per-
formed among the people for the defense
of Zion's cause, may be mentioued the
winior apent in and sround Echo canyoun
during the Buohanan crusade. He was
the father of eleven ohildren,six of whom
and his wives have preceded him to the
spirit worid. He leavea five children and
& number of grandohildren 10 honor his
name and & host of friends who will
olierish his memory while life abal] last,
He died on the 16th of Aptll, 1897, In his
own peaceful home, with very little pain,
He had been confined to his home for a
numhber of years, having heen blind
ahout 8lx yoars, and Lthus bav.
ing to be cared fer hy his family,
who performed this duty oheerfully, be
having taught them hy hls affection for
them all their lives to love bilm, He has
gone to meset his loved ones on (he other
sdie,

The funeral services over Lhe remains
of Brother Ivinm were held In the i,
George Tahernacle on the 18 h of April,
1897. ZElder Hoher J. Grant of the Coun-
cil of Apostles was present, also Elder
A, W. Ivins, president of the Mexlcan
mission, who is a son of Broiher Ivins,
and who arrived ifrom 8alt Lake City to
attend the funeral, KElder George Wood-
hard was the tirst speaker, He said in
all the long lite of Brother Ivins, and he
had known him ever since he had joined
the Church in an early day, his lile had
heen spent in striving to do good and to
agaist in building up the Chburch and
Kin]gdom of God on the earth. Prosident
D,

. McArthur also had known the!

decessed from his early history in the
Ohurch and boretestimony Lo the remarka
of Brother Woodhard. He praved God to
bless the good aod noble family of
Brother Iviue and exhorted them to tol-
low their father’s good example, Coun-
selor E. B. Snow also bad heen acquaint-

ed with Brother Ivins tor s numher of
years, and he, 100, knew he waa s sincere-
man, had lived an honorable lite and
had gone 10 his loved onos; exhorled all

to follow his worthy example. Elder H.

J. Grant said were 1t not for the knowl~

edgo that we have of the Gospel and ite
glorious privileges aud hlessings, we
might consider we had lost & hrother
and 8 frlend. Bul the Gospel teaches us
that a death here 1s a birih into another
sphere. He spoke of Brother Ivins's
integrity to the cause of Christ, and of
his long and useful iife; while some who
weore oalled to Lhe Dixie mlission had
falled 1o All it, and In some cases had
made mouey, yot Broiher Ivins had
stayed and did bis duly, made a ruccess
of life and raised an honorable famlily
who do now and will forever call him
bleseed. W, O.

NATHAN TANNER FORTER.

Nathaun Tanner Porler, son of San=
ford and Nancy W. Porier, was horn
July 10, 1820, at Corinth, Orange couniy,.
Yermont. The same year the l’nmi{y
moved to Augusta, Oneids county, Now
York, and three yoars later 10 Liherty,
Trumhuli county, Ohio. It waws Lhere
the child of one summer passed the tirst
of along series of experisnces common
to frontier llte Four years was long
enough (o awail tho coming of near
neighhors and in 1827, 1the westward
journey was resumned.

Traveling by tlat-hoals as fir u8 Evans-
ville, Indiana, transfer was made tos
lruck-wangon whioh carried Lthe hoy and
his family assooiates as far as the hanks
of the Iilinois river near Peoria, Illinois.
It was here that Elders Lyman Wight.
and John Carrol succeeded through
divine interveution in making the older
memhbers of the family true followers
in the Uharch of Jesus Christ. Thare-
upon, when the gatherlng place for the-
Saints was pointed out, another homae.
was abandoned,and during the winter of
1831-2 a trylng aud hazardous journey
was made to Jackson county, Mjsaouri..
The Fifth or Prairie hranch iucluded the
inheritance ot Father Porier and famlily
and once more thoy pitched thelr tent on
the outskirts. On the 20th day of June of
the following year, the twaolvo-year-old
boy sought and received huptism, Elder
Jonathaen Sumner officlating. While
this date mai ks his entry into the fold of
Christ it by no means indicated the he-
gioning of faith in the Gospel. How-
ever, It began, in the life of the youaih,
the long epooh of sutfering for the right.
Just one year and the haven of poace
and wacredness had hecome 1he place of
grealest perll. What is known in history
a8 the Arst Missouri persecution brought
bim to the hanks of the Grand river, a
refugee, there 1o hehold the fireworka of
heaven—a scene that hrought vietory to
Lhe outcast aud defent 10 his oaih-hound
enemy, Moving down the river, the
foundation of another homo was laid,
only to he left unfinished some five years
later.

The full of 1839 found the young man
together with his parenis on the west
bank of the Mississippi river, opporlie
the town of Nauvoo. The second Mis-
sonrl persecution bad taken place. An-
other ill now iocined torcos with the per-
secutor. Through over-exertion siockness
followwed and then snd thers 1 wawm that
for a return of health and strength the
all of life was placed upon 1he allar, As
a volunteer the boy of nineteen summers
began his mieslonury labors which were
1o cover & period ia this llte of more than
half 2 century. In the apring of 1341 ha



