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iwIN addressing an assembly of saints I1
expect the benefit of their prayers
without the ceremony of askina beinabeing
assured they are aware as well as I1
am that our teteachingshnh n s and adinadministra-
tions

tits tra
in the gospel ol01of life are blest aeac-

cording to our faith and prayers and
the diligence and patiencepatience we bestow

I1 propose to diatemake some general ob-
servationsions upon the gospel and its ad-
ministrations and in relation to its
effects when received and the impor-
tant blessings derived by thiscommun-
ity through its divine power and vir-
tue this 11gospel which god has
commanded us to offer to the world is
an order or system of things simple
plain andaad may easily be understoodalainylaininn regard to its principles the nature
of its requirements and the precise
kind and character of its blessingsbles sinas and
promise no one however ignorant or
unlearned needs to be left in the dark
butbat may discover its golden truths and
the emblazonedblazonedem mark of divdivinitytv in its
arrangements as distinctdistinctlyIV indand as
speedilyeedily as naaman the captaincap in of the
TPassyrian host found divine virtue and
the hand of divinity in laee order pre-
scribed to him by elijah through which
his leprosy was removed in his case
the order of obtaining a miraculous
blessing viz to immerse seven times
in jordan as prescribed by elijah was
so simple so plain and in regard to its
divine eticyefficacy so easy of ascertain-
ment that the great captain at first
was exceedingly at the idea that
god should propose to work upon him
through such easy and simple forms
but the order through chiv be could
be healed of his leprosy was pre

bribed of god through the prophet
and finally the assyrian officer through
the plain common sense reasoning of
his servantmaut concluded to waive his
objections andancI1 comply with the re-
quirementsquirements end having done so re-
ceived the promised blessingblessin

the first principles of tlethe gospel
which we offer and which put

i
men in

possession of the revelationss of god
audand a knowledge of this work are pre-
cisely as si triple plain and as easy of
understanding as the order before al-
luded to through which the heavens
WwereE re opened to caamannaaman

the gospel was brought to our re-
spectivespective locations far remote from
these mountain vales it found us
citizens of various nations speaking
our respective languages each pos
essingss his peculiar notions and preju-
dices with his associations and a
strong attachment to kindred friends
and country however unpleasant
unkind unjust and inconsistent it
might appear at first we clearly fore-
saw that in receiving the gospel we
should be compelled to break off those
associations and sever those attach-
ments leaving the lands of our nativi-
ty and vono forth with our wives andour
childrenchildrerf to a distant land of which we
had but little knowledge yet a sim-
ilar requisition was made upon the
house of israel in the laudland of egypt
also upon noah and hiship family undand
upon abraham and the family of lot
in the city of sodom and upon the
families of lehi and ishmaelishmael as men-
tioned in the book of mormon

but in the provisions of the gospel
which was offered to us there were
fairness and safety it proposed to
nivegive through obediobedience to its require
ments a perfect knowledge of its di-
vine authenticity so that in leaving
our kindred breaking up our social re-
lations and going forth from our na-
tive lands we should first become per-
fectly assured that it was no human
contrivance something gotten up to
effect a political purpose or satisfy
some worldly ambition or to achieve

someome private end through human cun-
ning or craftiness

the gospel was plain and simple in
its requirements and there could be no
mistaking the precise nature of its
blessings and promises nor the manner
and time in which they were to be se-
cured 1

the first feature in this system
which struck us with surprise and ar-
rested our attention was its perfect
similarity in all itits parts with the
gospel as recorded in the new testa-
ment it required repentance and a
forsaking utof sins immersion in water
for the remission of sins Wwith1it a prom-
ise

rom
that through the laying on of handsands

by those having authoauthorityA ta people
should receive the holy hostghost Uby
which the knowledge would bbe obtained
of the truth of the doctrine another
remarkable feature which called into
exercise our most serious considera-
tion was the solemn testimony of the
elders that they possessed the right to
administer these sacred ordinances by
virtue of the holy PrIestpriesthoodbLood commit-
ted to joseph smith through the min-
istration of the apostles peter james
and john and furthermore that this
solemn and most important fact should
be revealed to every man upon his
faithful obedience to the gospel re-
quirementsquireeuirements

in these propositions though at first
seemingseeminglysee minelyay strange we saw that every-
thing was plain tortair and honorable
in doing what they required we should
only do in fact what as trueheartedtrue hearted
believers in the ancient gospel we
ought to do and if we tailedfailed to receive
the promised blessing and thereby
proved the elders testimony false ouroar
religious anicondition would neverthe-
less be that as good as other chris-
tians and a littlelit tle better perhaps be

cause we should have approached a lit-
tle nearer to the doctrine of the scrip-
tures so far as their true forms and
ceremonies were concerned ofOl course
in thi having proven to our oatfiat
faction that there was no holy ghost
no supernatural manifestmanifestationsmanifestationations no
knowledgknowledgee no revelations accompany-
ing thenarEeldersders of the
gospel no human persuasion no cun-
ning sophistry could have induced us
to leave our homes and friends to em-
bark in a scheme which our common
sense taught us would eventuate in
bitter disappointment and inevitable
ruin but like other christians we
should have continued in the enjoyment
of friends and home still groping our
way through religious darkness ex-
pecting nothing hopingjipping nothing and
receiving nothing

but thatabat I1 am now speaking
to assembled thousands of intelligent
and enlightened people who received
this gospel withwit the aforementioned
fond considerations and lively expecta-
tionseions gathered here by theirheir own free
will and choice out of almost every
nation demonstrates most clearly
most forcibly and mostmoot solemnly that
this system of life this gospel as prpro-
claimed

Pby joseph smith has been
made known to us by the revelations otof
the almialmightylity that it is undeniably
his will illshis word and his message
not only this but we find within our-
selves a fixed purpose an unalterable
resolution to do if need be what many
of us have already done viz show the
sincerity of outour convictions of these
solemn truths through sacrificing all
we possess not even holding ourselves
soBO dear to us as this religion

there was yet another prominent
feature embraced in this order of
things vizvaz where it found the people
in poverty misery in a condition but a
little above starvation it spoke inpos-
itive terms of future relief and effect-
ual deliverance it did not simply say
be yeve warmed and be ye clothed

but it declared plainly and in distinct
terms that the lord had seen
bondage and oppression and heard
their cries of sorrow and affliction and
now hadbad sent his gospel for their aede-
liverance and would lead them into
ccircumstances of independence there
again was something consistent andana
worthy of admiration and character-
istic of our great parent ddiscoverablecoverableis
in all his dispensations when inactual
working order as they were in the case
of noah and in the calling of israel
making them an independent people
likewise in calling lehllehi to establish a
peopleople upon this continent as well asrein many other instances

A religiousreligions system is otof but
account when it possesses no virtue
nor power to better the condition of
people spirituallyspiritual intellectuallyinte mor-
ally

or-
a and physicallyp enochs orderamer ofthethe gospel didI1 for hisis people all tthisis
and it has ddonee tthee same in every in-
stance when preached in its puriturit yand
obeyed in sincerity many thousands
of the persons in these beautifulea ticul val-
leys who formerly were compelled
with their wives and children
to subsist in a half starved
condition not owning a habi-
tation or a foot of land a horse a
cownig or chicken nothing they could
call their own subject at any momentnioment
through the whim of their employer
to be turned into the streets miserable
beggars now own cabinet shops fac-
tories mills flocks and herds beauti-
ful gardens and orchards and prodieproduct-
ive

t
farms wagons and I1

ing in their own houses in comforcomfortabletab I1 e
and easy circumstances no oneeone hasha 9
any apprehension of starvation within
the jurisdiction of the latter day
saints

the gospel proposed Diess nas
at its announcement and they have

I1 been most miraculously accomplished
no other religious system could have
achieved such things nor dared any
other christian denomination venture
to send out its missionaries without
purseurse or scriptscrip and without a college
epdeducationtiou to declare to the people that
they haohad authority from godcod to ad-
minister the sacred ordinances of the
gospel through which should be re-
vealed tangible evidence and knowledge
otof its divinity and of their authority to
administeradmihister it take people from
a state of poverty and lead them thous-
ands of miles andad despite every ob-
stacle establish themhem a comparatively
independent people inii the midst of a
wild desert country had they found
them poor friendless without the
means of living and in servitude little
better than egyptian bondage as we
found many of them they would have
impartedapartrd no cheering newsnew of anail ap-
proachingpro aching salvation from the god of
heaven but could only have exhorted
them to be contented and reconciled
with their unhappy lot and in no casese
must they look tor any new Xerevelation
or miraculous interposition

what philanthropists have wished to
accomplish and often attempted the
lord Is now doing on a magnificent scalescald
in this americanamerica desert flourishing
settlements towns and cities have
sprung into existence extending over
a distance of five hundred miles inI1

length and hundhundredsredi of miles inwidth
through the untiring energy and
verance of a people formerly totally
ignorant of such labors in these citiescitie
people live in harmony andang
poor houses grog ghods gamb
linling hellshell hhousesauses of ill fameangland prostitution are not known
in any of our numerous towns and
cities excepttinin sorriesome instances where
christians so called possess a foot-
ing and influence

no one however prejudiced he may
be can scarcely avoid acknowledgingledgin 1

the palpable fact that this system has
conferred miraculous blessings upon
thousands and tens of thousands in

the way of putting them lain possession
of the means torfor sustaining them-
selves after having delivered them
ffromrom oppression and tyranny little bet-
ter airman slavery and no doubt our
legislators fitat washington one and all
would give us credit fw our i

and successful labors in es-
tablishingtablishing extensiveanaw flourishingand
colony on a portion of our govern-
ment domaindomain formerly inhabited by
savages and wild beasts provided we
would admit this work to be the work
of man and not of god that it hadbad
been accomplished through the artifice
and wisdom of man and not by the
power wisdom and revelations of god

jpseph smith whom god chose to
1
establish this work was poor and un-
educated and belonged to no popular

I1 denomination of christians uehe was
a mere boy honest toll of01 integrity
unacquainted with the trickery cun-
ning and sophistry employed by politi-
cians and religious hypocrites to ac
cumcomcomplitaleilhe 1 their ends like moses of
oldadtene ffeltelt incompetent and unquali-
fiedQ for the task to stand forth as a re-
ligious

re-
ligions reformer in a positpositionibn the most
unpopular to battle against opinions
and creeds which have stood for aages
having the sanction and support of
ibenmen the most profound in theological
lorelone buthod had called him to deliver
the poor and honest hearted of all na-
tions from their spiritual and temporal
thralldom and god promised hmhim
that whosoever should receive andobey
his message be baptized for the re-
mission of sins with honesty of pur-
pose might receive divine manifesta-
tions should receive the holy ghost
the same gospel blessings which were
promised and obtained throughthrong tthee
gospel when preached by the ancient
apostles and this message this prom-
ise was to be ift force wherever and to
whomsoever it should be carried by
the elders gods authorized messen-
gers so said joseph smith the un-
educatededucated the unsophisticated ane
plain simple bonest boy

it is thronthroughgli the virtue and force of
this boys statement that I1 speak this
afternoon to assembled thousands

in the integrity of my heart with
honesty otof purpose to know the truth
I1 received this mesmessage 1 obeyed this
form of doctrine auaana I1 received in the
most tangible and satisfactory man-
ner a divine manifestation the proprom-
ised

m
biesblessingsinz a knowledge of ththisis

work amami1 the only witness how
is it with the experience of thousands
whom I1 now address are you also
witnesses itif you are not I1 ask you
in the namename of common sense why are
youOU here why did you leave your
aames ancl connary giving your sanc-
tion to the truth of a system which
promised you divine manifestations
but which you failed in experiencing
being honest ourselves if we can not
bear a truthful testimony of having re-
ceived divine manifestations that god
himself has founded this order of0
things then it becomes a serious fact
that we are witnesses and in truth the
only properer witnesses that this whole
plan prand pre of joseph smith
is a sneersheer falsehood a miserabble fab

1 rication
ic will be recollected that this gos-

pel message proposed to give us divine
manifestations through our doing cer-
tain specified acts we hayehave performed
those acts in precisely the manner in-
dicateddica ted none but ourselves have at-
tempted to conform to this arrange-
ment consequently no other people
are prepared to be witnesses either for
or against this system

this gospel as recorded in the new
testament in its promises and pro-
visions was precisely similar it re-
quired certain specified acts to be done
with promises that divine

would follow their performance
jesusjesu said heae that willivill do the will of
godshallshall1know of the doctrineine 11 peter
on the day of pentecost said re-
pent and bebb baptized for the remission
of sins and you receive the holy
ghost again jesus said these
signs shall follow them that believe
A multitude of testimonies could be
cited showing that divine manifesta-
tions and knowledge were promised to
and were actually received in a specific
and tangibletanggible form by thosethose who then
obeyed the gospel those who obeyed
its requirements were the only com-
petent witnesses for or against its di-
vine authenticity after honestly com
plying with its requisitions then liddhad
they failed to receive the holy ghostG h ost
with its gifts and promised knowledge
they would have sheaseen that the entire
apostolic scheme of salvation rested
on a baseless fabric

when the gospel or order of things
aichwhich we have received was present-
ed to us we carefully oemcomparedpared it
with the gospel recorded in the scrip-
tures

crip
and found it alike in every par-

ticularti as regards its forms ordin-
ances and the auauthoritythorit to administer
them its promise of zethe holy ghost
and the signs that should follow to-
gether with the promise of a knowl-
edge of its divine origin in many
instances it was brought to us by menmeia
with whose enarcharacteracter we were familiar
and for whose honesty and integrity we
could vouch who solemnly stated that
through an obedience to itits require-
ments they had obtained a knowledge
of its heaven born principles

this was my experience and after
having complied with its demauddemands
and thereupon received a knowledge
of its genuineness and having ob-
tained authority to preapreachCh abdadand ad-
minister its ordinances I1 commenced
forthwith to proclaim it to the world
and undoubtedly there are persons 1in
this congregation out of different nana-
tionsus to whom I1 have administered
tthisthois gospel who can witness to its
virtue and efficacy many years I1 have
been engaged in forwarding the inter

ests of this order of things and you
are the proper judgesj whether it be of
god or of man

we have the same gospel the primi-
tive churches had and the like knowl-
edge and evidence they had of its di-
vine authority and we have just as
brave and honest elders to preach it
men whowao have proven their integrity
through sacrifice as great as the elders
of the primitive churches ever
made the testimony of our elders
is as valid and worthy otof credit as the
testimony of their elders our pres-
ent apostlesapostle are as honest as the apos
ties of the new testament and our
testimony is as worthy of credit so
far as we live and speak according to
the scriptural law and testimony 1iff
this order of things which wwee havee
obeyed is not the gospel if these evi
dences inia
knowledge this holy ghost these de
live rances from misery and bondabondageIrp
and being placed in comfortable and
happy circumstances living1 together
in peace and harmony building beaulibeauti-
fulf ul towns andcities free froin demoral-
izing institutionsbe not the legitimate
fruits otof the working of the pure and
holy system established by god throughgli
joseph hwe shall be compelled to
question tlaliete genuineness of the gospel
of the former day saints as recorded
in the new testament

by some it has been argued that
joseph smith and the prominent
elders were the most corrupt wiwickedicke d
and infamous otof impostors but his
followers the latter day ISsaintsouts in
general though deceived were very
good people and scrupulously honest
in their religions opinions

from what I1 have already said in
regard to the operations and effects of
this work it may readily be seen that
if it be an impositionit is not confined
exclusively to the leaders of this peo-
ple but this whole community are
actively and knowingly engageengageddinin a
stupendous scheme ofef deceptionleception and
hypocrisy and by the way as I1 before
hinted if this could be proven to be
the carewe should be driven to the be-
lief that the former day saints also
had been engaged in the same dis-
graceful imposition

more than one hundredaundred thousand
people now dwell in these valleys
many of them having come from dis-
tant climes and nations in this great
fact they willingly and understanding-
ly exhibit to the world a powerful
testimony more expressive than any
inlanguageaage could command that they
didadid undeniably and positively receive
ththroughrough tilethe oidordinancesnanc es of thisI1 gospel
administered unto them by oar elders
a knowledge of this work through
divine manifestations

but it may be objected that whereas
members orof our community were
found by our missionaries in great
poverty and distress whereforeweobe they
obeyed the gospel and migrated here
to better their circumstances financial-
ly without regard to its truth or falsity
as a divine system although this
might be true in isolated instances
it is impossible as regards its applica-
tion to our people as a community
those persons who received this
work without religious motives and
without an honest conviction of its
divine requirements but solely for the

loaves and fishes can not possibly
abide the test to chien every ones
faith sooner or latelat r moistst be brought
but will have his dishonesty and hy-
pocrisy exposed and will sooner or
later apostatize

hundreds of our of god-
ly zeal animated with the purest mo-
tives having obtained a knowledge of
the will of god have belt their wives
and children whateverwh etever the heart holds
most dear and gone forth to the na
eions without worldly compensation
calling on all to repent and turn their
hearts to the lord obey the gos
helwithpel with a promise thatthai they should re-
ceive the holy ghost whdeh would

lead unto all truth and show
things to come and would be
their guide and monitor a principle of
revelation remaining with them
through life inasmuch as they pre-
served their honesty and
tinning faithful in keeping the com-
mandmentsmand ments of god abddevoting their
time their miagausaus their talents their
all in building up the kingdom of god
these duties were required these
blessings promised by our elders in
the preachpreachingrIng of the gospel to ob-
tain light a knowledge of the will of
god to secure the true religion di-
vine manifestations regarding the
truth of the doctrine as taught by
joseph smith was the first and allabe
corbing proposition presented to the
people

now whether these elders and mis-
sionariession aries were base impostors pro-
mulgatingmul gating sheer falsehoodsfalshoods or notis of
course a question of grave considera-
tion yet it is a matter of far greater
importance and of more serious in-
quiry whether our peopleeople as a com-
munity havingbaving failedfailed to receive those
divine testimonies keep silent as to
that most vitaland important question
and come here to practice fraud and
deception in religion and thus fasten
irresistibly upon the minds of our chil-
dren and future generations a system
of falsehoodfalsehoodsfor a divine religion

joseph smith affirmed that peter
james and john visited him and con-
ferred on him authority to administer
the holy ordinances of the gospel
through which every honest hearted
man aandnd woman were promisepromisedd the
holy ghost and a perfect knowledge
of the doctrine

I1 had been a member of this church
but a short time when I1 obtained by a
divine manifestation a clear explicit
and tangible demonstration of the
truth of this work thousands and
tensbens of thousandsthousand of latter day

saints men and women in private life
can testify to the same experience
and though I1imaymay know many princi-
ples in regard to this doctrine which
in their limited experience they may
not understand yet in that one factact
they sireare equal to me iqin knowledge
equal to the messengers who have ad-
ministered to them this gosgospel
I1 now wish to examine another promi-

nent feature of our religion animan im-
portant item which was prominently
held arth wherever this gospel was
proclaimed was that its followers
should have an abundance of
eions and probably in the progress of
this new lefebe compelled to suffer the
most trying sacrifice sas
houses and lands desdespoilingpolling of goods
aandnd perhaps even of life itself no
persons are properly prepared to en
ter upon this new life until they have
formed within themselves a fixed
resolution to abide this ordeal

the savior the apostles joseph
smith and the latter day elders when
offering this system to the people told
them clearly and emphatically that it
required sacrifices of the roostmost serious
character that it would bring perse

our warmest friefriendsrips
into bitter and relentless enemies and
that instances would occur when the
world in the coufconfusedused ideas of right
and wrong would even conceiveconceio e they
were domedoing gods service in taeng our
lives these were dark and forbidding
prospects to a rational person in al-
lowinglowing himself to be
to a system whose truths hebe
could not know but only guess at by
what he was told or of which he had
read everyeverymanman and every woman
before receiving a system that called
for such sacrifices would require a
positive assurance that submission to
its requirements would bring indis-
putable knowledge of its true divinity
so that after having obtained a divine
witness of its genuineness they could
willingly cheerfully and with a resolu-
tion inspired by the almighty move
forward along the pathway of persecu-
tion and sacrifice traversed in all ages
by martymartyredred saintsbadts and prophets

on this point permit me again to
quote what jesus promised viz

blessed art thou simon baraonaBar jona
flesh and blood hath not revealed this
unto thee but my father in heaven
and uponnoon this rockfock will I1 build mym
church and the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it peterPete hadrhad obtained
a revelationi ev elation which jesus called a rock
whichcheveryevery man might receive indi-
vidually for himself to build upon
with perfectberfect assurance and safety on
chichewhich be could anchor his hopelandhopeshopesandand
prospects of salvation peter on the
day of pentecost promised the holy
ghost to those who would repent anand
receive baptism that principle im-
parts theknowledge or the rock of reve-
lation upon which the savior declared
his people should be established and
we constitute the only religiousrehereliziousious com-
munity which dares assume this scrip-
tural position and our realization otof
the saviorsbavi ois promise that hell shall
not prevail against a people thus es-
tablished affords us peace tranquility
unshaken confidence and a cheer-
ing

beeri-ng and happy assurance of se-
curity in the midst olof all kinds
of threatened ruin anoland over-
throw it is the people the masselmasses
not exclusively their leaders who pos-
sess this knowledge and boldly testify
to its possession

the astronomer may know of many
laws and phenomena relating to the
dunand its movements through ethereal
space but as regards the simple fact
that it exists and shines upon the
earth millions know as wewell11 as him-
self prest brigham young and even
joseph smith ao0 jarfar as i respectsaspects the
fact that this gospel which we preach
as a divine i tion never protprotestedessed
to have a knowledge more convincing
and satisfactory thanilau tens of thou-
sands ipill these valleys who never arose
to address a audience

this system of ionin its nature
inin the character of its origin the man-
ner of its operations and in the pur-
poses for which it was designed
coupled with the fact that people of
honest hearts can and will appreciate
divine truth is such that it cannot be
destroyeddestroydeb troyedod A man who is honest fullfall
of integrity and love for the interest
and happiness of mankind having ex-
plored this long path and
made this glorious discovery will not
and cannot keep silent but despite of
threats and opposition however fierce
and terrific will boldly declare the
glorious fact spreading and multiply-
ingin this divine intelligence and if so
required seal this testimony with his
own lifes blood

should the prominent men of this
church togtogethergeaber with tens of thou-
sands of its elders be swept away by
our enemies the gospel would stiltstill
survive and with unabated force and
vigor still continue its irrepressible
operations the holy and sacred truths
still be avowed and vindicated order
and proper authority continue and
elders with hearts overflowing with
love and heavenly zeal go forthfortii to the
nations churches spring up in every
land and clime saints
ply and gather together the kingdom
of god continue and the suggestive
and inspired sayings of the prophetprophet
daniel be literally and emphatically
fulfilled

mine discovered
everybody feels happy to hear when

anew mine is discovered it impartsimpart
new life to all so it causes a joy to all
people suffering from debility dyspep-
sia indigestion nervousness and
sleeplessness to learn that dr henleyhenleysHen leysIs
celecelery beef and iron is an unfailing
remedy for these maladies


