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and which a few years ago oGaused a
great political earthquake in the “land
of the midnight sun,’”” is again threat.
ening to break out, owing, no doubt,
to the persistent eflorts of Bjornsijerne
Bjornson, Norway’s great man of
letters, whore wmastery of dlscord
in politics seems to be _even
grenfer than of concord In
rhymes, A few yoars ago, he
pushed his perronal sentiments on
monarchical matters so far as to pro-
voke the King Into lesuing an order for
hisarrest, The monarch’s reward for
bis pains eame in a reply of Snsulting
deflance from-Bjornson.

The King-on gpe occasion spoke
sneeringly of his family connections.
Hie rejoinder was to the effect that his
fathers, ns fur bagk as he could trace
the line, were honorable men; and he
would be pleased it the King could say
ihesame of his own progenitors, the
touse of Bernadotte. This is n good
‘index of the man and his!'political
taclics.

Norway never has tnken kindly to
its« unfon with Bweden, Ite people
submitted to the arrangement in the
beginning because they were not pre-
pated to help themselves. The union
of the two countries wns brought about
through pressure from the powers of
Europe, who wanted to give Norway
to HAweden as n payment for services
rendered in the war that crushed Na.
poleon,and alsoas a plnster on thewound
caused by the Russian Bear’stearing
Finland awny, And it was only the
brave apirit of the humiliated Nor.
wegians that saved their country from
becoming a province of 8weden.

Under the ¢ircumstances, the union
has never been. of any patrticular bene.
fit to Bweder. [t bas indeed thus far
returned nothing in partioular save n
small amouunt ¢f personal glory to the
Klng. Norway has always retained a
separate parliament, but the diplomatic
system has been and {8 now an insetitu.
tion of the common government,which
meay s virtually that it is Swedish to
the core,

The nominal contention of Norway
now is for meparate representation at
foreign courts. And with this as
the apology in chief for agltation,

" through slurs and discordant mutter-
ings, the feellng for disunion is belng
worked Into the heartsof the people.

It issignifoant that the leaders in
the agitation are outapoken in their
regublicaniem. This 1 perfectly un-
derstood at headquarters, and amony
the reople of S3weden Itself digunion is
heing discussed. The King’s party, of
courre, are bitterly bpposed to the ldea,
the minister of state on one occasion so
far forgetting blmself us to threaten
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which he nfterwards almost apolo-
glzed,

While liberal oplnion there is yet
feeble, comparatively, it takes tbe nd:
vanced ground that if the Norweginne
want a separation they should have it.
The storthing election in.Norway is
now on. Several startling features
have already been developed. Johan
Bverdmp enters the parlinment nsn
Conservative member. Lars Qltedal,
the noted Stavanger priect, also a con-
vert to the Conservative ranke, bas dis-
graced his sacerdotal rohes as well as
his political party. The Radicala nre
gaining ground, and lack only a few
more seats to have the absolute control
of the storthing, All this foreshadows
the possibility of a disunion and- the
formation of & repuplican torm of gov-
ernment in Norwny,

THE RIGHTEQUSNESS- OF WEALTH.

THE accumulation of vast fortunes
and the abuse of power which comes
froma the poesesaion of great wealth
occarion some confusion of mind
among superflcial thinkers as fo the
morality of money-making.

Acquisitiveness, or the desire to gain
property,is as natural as any other fac-
uity or eepiration of man. When it is
durmant, eneryy is Incking and pover-
ty la often the result. When it ir fx-
cesrpive it develops into greed and
cul idity which ofien lend to ¢rime.
Properly balanced it Is right and bene-
ficial, and an incentive to human
effort which fs conducive not only to
individual good but to the welfare and
progress of soolety. Where would be
the personal or nationnal prosperity that |
marks the growth of the world if this
inberent quality were eliminated from
human nature.

Acgulsitiveness is natural because
it is inherited from the Great Progeni-
tor of the rece. (God, the Father of us
all,te coutinually increasing his domin-
ions, and as each new world and sye-
tem rolls inte vislble nnd organlzed
exlstence his acquisitions acocumulate,
What are called tempornlitles are as
| esgenteal ns the spiritunl things that
men should strive after. The ele-
ments of ench nre eternal and both
are requisite for the perfect happiness
of immortn] beings.

Itls the inordinate demire for and
worahip of wealth that lead to wrong!
and misery. Itis not money but the|
lust after it which le *“the root of ali
evil.?* There is nothing in property
iteelf which is debasing or antagonistic
to the highest spirituality in the
universe. Therefore the sbundance of
it {e notan evil, the acquirement of it
s not wrong, and the use of it can be
gnod proportionate tolta volume.

Money, property {o any form, can he
used for evil, of course, like every other
means for good. And the greed for it

will prompt those who foster it
to the very worst of wipg
to  accomplish lis  gratification.

Hereis where the wrong begine, and
the use of that which s acquired, for
evil endn, 18 equal in its evil effects to
the Just after it. Both of thess must
be guarded ngainst by all who desire
present or eternal bappiness,

The danger of riches lies in these
two things, and also in this: The
eager pursuit or great porsession of
weaith engrosses the mind and hindera
if it does uut prevent the devotlon of
the soul to higher and more imporiant
matters. **As a man thinketh sois he,
If be is ahnormally intent oo earth.
ly riches and worldly pursuits, he ean
only occasionally ponder upon and be-
exercieed iu spiritualities, and he wilj
therefore necessarily he smnll ip
spiritunl development if be I8 great |p
temporal nequisitivenees and the map-
agement of perishable thinga.

Riches and religion are noteasentially
discordant, n8 some pecple suppose. [t
ishard for a rich man to enter the
Kingdom of heaven, because worsh|p
of wenlth 8o often debars the worship
of the Divine. Butities not necessarjly
so. The highestdevotion, the humhlest
abedlence to God, the sublimest charlty
tor mankind nre compatible with
the poesession of the most magnificent
riches. When justice, mergy, laith,
benevolence, honor, truth and bumj!-
ity are in the soul, the wenlth of the
universe is not ton much for their poc-
seseor, for his power to do good will be
commensurate with his property, and
the righteousness of richea will be made
manifest wherever his power extends.

PALESTINE IS PROSPERING.

ACCORDING to recent news from
Palestine, the effects of modern waya
and latter-day influences are percept-
ible in the Holy Land. Jerusp-
lem has now n population of 50,000,
and about 80,000 of these nre
Isrnelites. Nazarelh contains 6,500
people. Bcientific farming is practiced
on the piains of Kedraclos, and wine-
growers on the slopes of Lebanon are
making claret for the market, Where
goatekine once were ured by the water
carriers, petroleum cans are utilized,
and railways and the. electric light are
doing their part in changing the face
and ways of the country.

There is one thiug connected with
these tokene of civilization that causes
regret nnd loquiry, Why Is it that
wherever givilized improvements And
thelr way, strong drink is an
igevitable accompaniment? It is




