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and which a few years ago caused a

P great political earthquake in the land
of the midnight sun toie again threat
ening to break out owing no doubt

J to the persistent effortseffort of Bjorn
v bjornson Nor ways great man of

letters whose mastery of discord
linin politics seems to be even
greater than of concord in
thymes A few years ago he
pushed his personal sentiments on

S monarchical matters so far as to pro
fk voke the king into issuing an order for

his1110 arrest the monarchs reward for
his pains came in a reply of insulting
defiance fronifrom bjornson

f the king on peone occasion spoke
jeeringlygly of hisbis family connections

ills rejoinder waswaa to the effect that his
fathers as far back as he could trace
the line were honorable men and he

a4 would be pleasedplearsed itif the king could say
of his own progenitors the

of bernadotte this is a foodgoody index of the man and his political
tacticstactic

norway never has taken kindly to
tw union with sweden its people

admitted to the arrangement in the
1
1

rl
beginning because they were not pre
pared to help themselves the union
ofaf the two countries was brought about

f through pressure from the powers of
europeJSuZu rope who wanted to give norway

1 toco sweden as a payment for services
11 renderedgendered in the war that cruscrushedI1 ed na
iA poleonand also as a plaster on the woundnd
P caused by the russian bears tearing

finlandpinlandPin land away and it was only the
brave spirit of the humiliated nor

1 that saved their country from
becoming a province of sweden

under the circumstances the union
himhas never beerbeen of any pastiparticularcular bene-

y fit to sweden it has indeed thus far
returnedturnedft nothing in particular save a

faimaliwall amount of personal glory to afiethe
kingdg norway has always retained a
separate parliament but the diplomatic

w systemin has been and is now an
H f tionlion of the common government which

wearsbeears virtually that it is swedish to
K thehe core

the nominal contention of norway
r now Isin for separate representation at

foreign courts and with this asian
the apology in chief for agitation
through slurs and discordant mutter
ingathethe for disunion is being
worked into the hearts of the people

it is significant that the leaders in
the agitation are outspoken in their

1 reaurepublicanism this laIs perfectly un-

derstoodOerderstood at headquarters and among
viethe people of sweden itself disuniondio union tois
feedingfeeingng discussed the kingskingIs party of
Keo ureearee are bitterly opposed to the idea

dihethe ministerpilu ister of state on one occasion so
far forgetting himself as to threaten
0h with swedish bayonets for

L

which hebe afterwards almost apolo-
gized

while liberal opinion there is yet
feeble comparatively it takes the ad
danced ground that if the norwegiansNorwegians
want a separation they should have it
the stor thing election in norway is
now on several startling features
have already been developed johan

enters the parliament asaas a
conservative member lars Ottedal
the noted stavangerStavanger also a8 con-

vert to the conservative ranks hasbag dis-

graced his sacerdotal robes as well as
his political party the radicals are
gaining ground and lack only a few
more seats to have the absolute control
of the stor thing all this foreshadowsforeshadows
the possibility of a disunion and the
formation of a republican form of gov-

ernment in norway

THE righteousness OF WEALTH

THE accumulation of vast fortunes
and the abuse of power which comes
fronafrom the possession of great wealth
occasion some confusion of mind
among superficial thinkers as to the
morality of moneymakingmoney making

acquisitiveness or the desire to gain
proper tyis as natural as any other fac-

ulty or aspirationfl of man when it is
dormant energy tois lacking and popover-
ty

ver
tois often the result when it litif ex

cese sive it develops into greed and
cupidity which often lead to crime
properly balanced it tois right and bene-
ficial and an incentive to human
effort which is conducive not only to
individual good but to the welfare and
progress of society where would be
the personal or national prosperity that
marks the growth of the world if this
inherent quality were eliminated from
human nature

acquisitiveness is natural because
it is inherited from the great progeni-
tor of the race god the father of us

als continually increasing his domin-
ions and as each new world and sys-

tem rolls into visible and organized
existence his acquisitions accumulate
what are called temporalitiesties are as
essentialessen teal as the spiritual things that
men should strive after the ele-

ments of each are eternal and both
oreare requisite for the perfect happiness
of immortal beings

it Is the inordinate desire for and
worship of wealth that lead to wrong
and misery it is not money but the
lust after it which is the root of all
evil there is nothing in property
itself which is debasing or antagonistic
to the highest spirituality in the
universe therefore the abundance of
it isis not an evil the acquirement of it
is not wrongvong and thothe use of it can be
good proportionate to its volume

money property in any form can be
used for evil of course like every other
means for good and the greed for it
will prompt trove who foster it
to the very worst of sins
to accomplish its gratification
here is where the wrong bagibegishns anandd
the use of that which tois acquired for
evil endsend tois equal in its evil effects to
the lust after it both of these must
be guarded against by all who desire
present or eternal happiness

the danger of riches lies in these
two things and SISOalso in this the

x

eager pursuit or great possession of y

wealth engrosses the mind and hindersbinders
if it does not prevent the devotion of 1

the soul to higher and more important 1

matters As a man thin keth soBO is hebe t

if he is abnormally intent on earth 7
ly riches and worldly pursuits he catcan
only occasionally ponder upon and be

J

exercised in spiritualities and he will
therefore necessarily be small in
spiritual development itif he is great in
temporal acquisitiveness and the man
argement of perishable things v

i

riches and rereligionalgion are not essentially
discordant as some people supposesuppose itif
is bard forforaa rich man to enter the
kingdom of heaven because worship
of wealth so often debars the worship
of the divine but it is not necessarily
so the highest devotion the humblest
obedience to god the sublimest charity
for mankind are compatible with
the possession of the most magnificent
riches when justice mercy faith
benevolence honor truth and humil-
ity are in the soul the wealth of the
universe is not too much for their pos-
sessor for his power to do good will be
commensurate with his property and
the righteousness of riches will be made
manifest wherever hisbis power extends

PALESTINE IS prospering
ACCORDING to recent news from

palestine the effects of modern ways
and latter day influences are percept
ible in the holy land jerusa-
lem has now a population of
and aboutabou of these are
israelites nazareth contains
people scientific farming tois practiced
on the plains of rdand wine
growers on the slopes of lebanon are
making claret for the market where
goatskinsgoat skins once were used by the water
carriers petroleum cans are utilized
and railways and the electric light are I1

doing their part in changing the face
and ways of the country

there is one thing connected with
these tokens of civilization that causes
regret and inquiry why is it that
wherever civilized improvements findbud
their way strong drink is an
inevitable acaccompanimentcompani ment it is


