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senses
.
of mine that. such is the fact.

W III .11 1l m -t wiu not oeiieve it tnoogn you cay
ic, ana X nave no reason to doubt
your word." Undoubtedly they had
been truthful with each other; theyhad been: taught to be truthful by
their tiord and 1 Master. ;The
Savior - after a. while appearedto His disciple?. Thomas was there.
The Savior understanding Thomas
thoughts said: "Reach hither thy
finger and behold my hands, 'and
reach hither thy hand and thrust it
into my Side; aod be not faithless,but believing." Whereupon Thomas
exclaimed, "My Lord and my God."
wnat au jeeus way r Dia He re
proach Thomas? Did He use barsh.
cruel and' severe words, because of
Thomas! unbelief, a one of the
chosen? No. He said. ''Blessed
art thou, Thomas, because thon
hast believed" Upon anv condition:

you have received a testimony
now, you are' blessed; but more
blessed are they that have not
seen, and yet have . believed. I
think again ofthe beloved dlsoinl
John upon the isle of Pat mo, who
hsa the visions or the future openedto him jor many ages to come, even
unto the winding-u- p scene; he saw
mis earth eventually celestlauzsd
and made like unto a Urim and
Thummlm a sea of glass, everj- -
thlbg pertaining to it redeemed, and
the earth clothed Intthe presence of
God

f
: When the angel commenced

to unfold that beautiful vision to
John, suppose John had questionedand queried and asked to have his
natural senses era ti flea before he
would receive that revelation, do
you thinktwe should have been in
possession to-da-y of this beautiful
vision showing the grand windine
up scene of all things? I think' not.

can say to tnis congregation Iwant to be understood clearly upon
this point wherever it exists la
truthfulness; Intuition proper. Cor--
rect and legitimate intuition is the
safest rule and guide for the people,and Latter-da- y Baints should seek
tb become possessed of the spirit of
intuition that comes by virtue of
the possession of the Holy Ghost.

xut to return now. my brethren
and sisters, where do we stand?
What is our faith? How much our
confidence? Have we lost anv of it?

so, let us regain it. There is a
time yet for repentance; there is a
time yet left for us to manifest our
humility before God; there are op.
portunlties for us to retrace our
steps if we have traveled in the
wrong direction. The time will
come, as far as this earthly exist-
ence is concerned, when these op
portunities . ana advantages

- will
cease, can you be baptized here in
the flesh for the remission of vour
sins? Yes. Can you yourself at
tend to that, ordinance when your
tabernacle is laid away in the rxrave?
No yon cannot; that ordinance was
revealed especially for this time.
Can you have hands laid upon you
for the reception of the Holy Ghost

this life?" Yes. Can you enjoythis privilege when your body is laid
away in the grave? No; and to
prove that this ordinance, as well as
others pertains to this life, this
time; I need only say that when we
undertake to extend the principles

salvation to tnose that are dead,
somebody in the flesh - must repre-sent the person - for whom the ordi
nances are. Intended who may have
negiectea or nave had no opportun
ity to attend to these ordinances

themselves while in the flesh.
When we get to the other side of the
veil we shall find another state of
things existing there; We shall find
other conditlonsjother surroundings,other laws, pertaining to that pe-
culiar existence of spirit; we shall
una aireaay existing there other or
ganfzstlons. Our bodies wilt have
been left In the grave with all their
weaknesses, with all their imperfec-
tions., ' Oar spirits will not go down
into the grave. They live in the
presence of God; they, will be held
responsible for that tabernacle, for
its acts,' for its development; 1 theywill be held responsible before God,
Derore tne . neavens, ror the faith
they have exercised, or for the
wrongs that they have allowed
themseiveito bs guilty of In the
flesh; fori say right here; I repeatt again, that It is the business of
the spirit to. preside over, to be
master of and to control this fleshy
tabernacle to all Intents and pur
poses and to hold it subject to all
the laws of God. But, says one.
there are weaknesses that pertain to
to the "flesh, are they all
sins? ? K(tf What - about those
weaknesses? .The man who has been
pure In his spirit, pure la his heart,
pare la his -- intentions and desires
before God, when he lays that bodyuown in tne grave tnere wui roe
found In the very elements with
which his body will mingle, a powerto cleanse and puri'y all weaknesses
as pertaining to tne nesn wnicn can'
not be regaraea as sins before: uod.
Xes, give mother earth time and she
will so eflectuaiiy purify the taber
nacle that she will get it ready for
tee resurrection irom tne grave to
be re-unit- ea with tne spirit. Then
after a while we shall become ac
quainted with the higher laws, with
principles aiiogetner, amerent to
those taught to us in the flesh and
which also pertain to eternal lives.
And then again,. a A

when
- . we come to

oe resurrected xrom the crave we
shall find other conditions Inadvance
of those;' we sball find God's Priest
hood tnere. lUs law, there. His
power there, His influence there, as
there will be teachings and Instruc-
tions to be given even then: and
thus shall we keen going on from
condition to condition of. perfection
and glory until ""be become possessedor tne giory tnat belongs to Uod. isit worth living for? Is it worth en-
during a few threats fat? Is It
worth being . quiet when von are
menaced, and as passive as the Lord
wants you to be? Yes. Is It Worth
making any sserdnoe fort It Is worth
leaving home, father, mother, sis-
ter, brother? It is.' And Why? r The
day will come, perchance, even In
the iplrit world, when that father
and mother, sister and brother,; who
despised you, win . be seeking arter
salvation and will want to have
conferred upon them , the powers of
eternal life. 'And yoU will have
placed yourself In the position to ac
for them though your body may be
In the grave, for your spirit still
lives and you can preach and ei
become a minister of salvation . to
those of your own house. Amen
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wui jreep ! Jtiis - commandments.
Even then God expects us to remain
firm and unshaken Shall we turn
to tbe right hand? No. Or turn to
foe left banc? .Never.. Turn round
entirely and take a backward
course? No; not by the help of the
Eternal One. And this world will
know, and the enemies of God's
people will know by and by of the
strength and the1 power and the
might of Him that has revealed
Himself to His servant Josepb; that
has conferred His! authority, Hia
Priesthood upon men, authorizingthem to act in His name.

There is a very singular expres-
sion in tbis book and I think the
Savior who used the expression had
an eyeV to this-- last dispensation,which reade: "Whosoever shall fall
upon tbis stone shall be broken."
Mark it, not perhaps, not maybe. if
not conditionally. And again: JBut
on whomsoever it shall tall it will
grind him to powder."! Thus hath
said the i?rd God.

Now. my brethren and sisters.
have you questioned yourselves as
to your standing, as to your faith, aa
to your confidence in yourselves, in
your religion and the Fries thood of
uod that administers to vou. and in
God the Eternal Fathet?

We are in a dark land. Our minds
are beclouded, the heavens are shut,
and the veil can only be lifted bythe power of fal tb . Who possesses
it? The veil never ha been lifteJ
from the day that God hid Himself
from! Adam in the Garden of Eden;it never has been lifted in any age
of the)! world only by the power of
the Priesthood and the gift of faith.
and then only for a short time. We
are compelled now to exercise the
principle of faith. Whence comes a
it? It is a gift of God; but it needs
cherishing; it needs cultivation; it
meds nourishing, and it w.llgrow
within you and me. and If we will
Cherish it to the extent that it la our
privilege, until it will become o
mighty within us, that we never
can be moved not even by death
Staring us in the face.

The world seem to measure their
entire existence by this life, this be-

ing, these few paltry years upon this
dark, cold and cruel earth. They Ifsay if not in words in acts giveme enjoyment to-da- y; give me
pleasure o-day; give me what I
conceive tone happiness tonlay. "
"But," says the man of inspiration,the man of forethosght, the man
whose mind reaches into the future,wnas aoous eternity?" "u," say
the world, "never mind eternity.
let eternity take care of Itself; let
us gratify pension; let our ambi-
tions be satisfied and realized here:
it is all we ask." And! they live like
the brute although they have an
existence like you and I. It is true
they move upon the same earth, are
surrounded by the same circumstan
ces, but their mlods have never
reached out after God, and they are instultified, they are stunted in their
growth, in the development of their
mind; they no nothing - and care to
know less of the Object of their crea-
tion and existence. They never con
ceived the idea Ofwhat dwells In their
tabernacle-th-e power Independent of ortoe laoernacie but necessary to the
life of that tabernacle; a fully or-

ganized Identity, that can exist
witnou t the tabernacle and possesses
all the powers and a great many
more than It .can mate manifest
through the tabernacle, an exis-
tence separate from the tabernecle
that came from God. ' And yetthese men land women, many of
them, when you talk to them upon
the princiDies of eternal life, will
say, Will you reason that out to
me so that i can, understand It In a
way to satisfy my natural sense.
Can I see what you talk about?'
No. you icannot see it with the
natural eye. Can I hear it? No,
you cannot hear it with the natural
ear, Can I handle it with these
hands? No, you cannot handle it
with the natural hands. Then I
shall not listen. ' I will ignore every
thing yon : say , upon this subject.Tour parents can approach you
through your natural senses: tbey
address themselves to the taber-
nacle. But when , we come to the
constitution ofthe spirit that dwells
within the tabernaole, and then
come to understand that that spirit
emanated from God the Father, to
whom will God the Father speak?
wui ue speax to tne taoernacie
that is the result of the agency of
man and woman la producing it?
no. oniy seiaom ana . men to cnosen
oues, God the Father speaks to His
own;and the angels that minister
ana spear, aaarees tnemseives to
the mind, as we call It, to this
spirit that cannot be seen, that can
not be handled, tnat cannot be
heard by the ears of the natural
man. Here Is the (grand difficulty
with the human family to-da-y. God
cannot speak to them for they want
to compel jbtinrt to come down to the
grossness of the earthly tabernacle
and reason everything out to the
sense of that tabernacle? He will
not do it. ' He did not six thousand
years ago; and lie wui not do it
now, nor m au - time to come. The
very medium through which in
spiration comes, the very medium
througtrwnieb knowledge comes
that benefits "the human family,
no matter whether It be
scientific; philosophical or otherwise.
there Is not a truth extent upon the
earth to-da-y that has been utalized,
or many truins oomoineq together
that have bten utallsed but that
have been . the result of divine in
spiration" directly ito the spirit of
man, to me mma or --man wnicn js
sometimes Incorrectly called - the
soul of man. God --will talk with
His own creation, and if that spirit
in man will place itself In a position
to listen to the voice or uod what
Will he say to that spirit,
that tabernacle. I rave It to von for
a greater exaltation: I gave is to you
that arter it snail nave passed away
it may. be rerrarrected from the
ajrWfjjaad If you subdue Its passions

jy if yoa Vmctlfj
that tabernacle before Me then Iam bound to bring that .tabernacle
from the K?aV and to brinsr it to tbe
enjoyment or the ruuaess of My
glory, which was the destiny of the
spirits when it was first created.11
And, by the way, let me here say
that there are a great many Latter- -
day Saints, good men and some few
good; women, r who reem to be
possessed er a eepUcal torn of mind,
they. want everything reasoned out
if they receive any knowledge at all
they want it to come through the
eroee, coia reasoning or hnmanltv,
in uus oopnecuon tnere comes to
my mmd a nttie circumstance that
is recorded here in. this Testament.
The disciples of Jesus, --who had lia--i

tenea wnen togeiner many times
no doubt to Hii explanations of His
own resurrection from the grave,found Thorn is and told him that the
Bavior had arisen. Said he: "I willnot believe it. -- i Unless I get more
positive proof through these natural

proclaim the simple truths of eternal
Ife, to explain to the nnderatanding

of the smallest mind What God; ex-
pects and desires of . the people In
this ait dispensation, of, the fulness
of times. - What;EIdert hve been
accetefol?. -- The men that have

stood before the people, and by the
power1 of the Holy Ghost have de-
clared the word of the Lord God . to
them; .and here lei me say.Jn this
connection! there jiever wa a con-

gregation that listened to a discourse
delivered by an Elder of Israel, and
that discourse was' delivered by the
power and demonstration and bpirit
of Almighty, but there came to
every man and .woman In that con
gregation a response by that same
Hpirlt, "that le true." It bore testi
mony there and. then tu the trutn
of the remarks of the servant of
God, and by this means, and by this
means only wui those wno reject tne
truth stand condemned before God
in the day that they will appear be-
fore Him to give an account of their
acts in thU life. T'
.Simply, as a nan; is not every

man equal to myself? As far as
opinions g, are not my neighbor's
Just as precious and aa. much, value
to him as mine are to m7 Any
ideas that I may. possess, no matter
how rational, apparently logic tl, no
matter : how reasonable they may
sound, are not the opinions of every
other man of Just as much value to
mm as mine are to meT uertauuythev are. We occudv. the eance
place, we are on I an. equality in this
respect; but when we proclaim the
word of the Lord, when . we under
take to make known the decrees or
the Almighty aod the plan of salva-
tion, and we doit by the power and
demonstration' of the Bpirit, every
man that rejects that proclamation
will do so at his own rial--, and will
stand condemned before God, be-
cause he wiir not receive of that
Spirlt,not because he did not receive
the reasoning of the man who spoke,hnt hnranflA'tierelftfitad th inflnenee

the Spirit of God by which he
spoke. i

I remarked at the outset that a
part of this congregation had un-

doubtedly been gathered from dis-
tent nations having an object; in
view, with a design in their minds,
Iiet me ask a few questions in con-
nection with this: Are we pursuing
this object? Are we following put
this design? Are we continuing : in
the faith of the Lord Jesus. Christ
and the GoBpel of the Bon of God?
Are we developing righteousness in
our lives? " Are we making that
righteousness manifest in our con-
duct? Are we sustaining the prin-
ciples that charmed our hearts many
years ago, ' thousands of miles dis-
tant from here? we growsrin
knowledge of the principles : of life
and salvation over and above that
which we. understood many years
ego? What Is our standing in the
midst of the people and before Qod
to-da-y? These are plain questions,
but pertinent; and we should pro.
pound these questions to ourselves
often and thus become our own cate- -

ohisers. If we find we are lacking
In any one particular we should take
immediate steps to remedy any de-

fect, any neglect, and should cease
any wrong-doin- g of which we may
have been guilty, We can afford to
serve God, but we cannot afford t r
take a contrary course; we cannot
afford to apostatize and deny the
truth we cannot afford to be-

come - recreant to the princi-
ples we have espoused; we cannot
afford to go back upon our coven-
ants. We profess more. ' We de-
clare more., I may use another
term, which may be strictly correct,
we. pretend more than any , other

pie upon the face of ' the earth.
e have a right to do this, but

when our pretensions are made
known, r when onr-professio- ns be-
come the property of others, to the
extent that these pretensions are
understood, we should be consistent
therewith. ( Many of us were asked
by our friends, will you. not aban-
don Mormonism?' . No. Will you
not leave the society of that people,
and not go out to that wild wilder-net- s

country, but stay with us? We
answered most : emphatically,
And our presence : here to-da- y' and
for the many years that ' are past
testifies that that: was what ,we
meant, if we did not say so la so
many words." Now the same scenes.
the same conditions, the same so-

ciety, the same influences; the Fame
evils, - unbidden, unsougnt xor, un-desire- d,

have "

presumed to l icate
themselrei in oar midst. . Bhll we
affiliate 'with that which we once
abandoned, drink with the drunk
en, shake hands with the evil-doe- r,

fraternize with, the sinner, defile
ourselves before God. and forsake
the holv covenants that We have
made? These are plain questions. We
have gone too lar;. we nave necome
poosoDued of too much understand
ing we have professed too much to
be bl to afford to go back again
and partake of any of the evils that
we left In Babylon, years and years
ago. And if we do so we shall do it
at our own risk, and that risk and
its consequences will be.'mostterri;
bleforns. r. I " i ; ltv. ,

We are threatened, we are . me
naced: we feel it strongly, very sen
sltlvery. very keenly; and ' we shall
remember well in the days, in the
years and in the times that are to
come' the instruments that have
made these threatening, and " that
have dared to raise their armr and
their voice and their influence against
us. while in the pursul t of the princi
pies of eternal life.: What then is
our course? In whom I our trust?
In God; in His power; In His farm;
in His strength. Have we not
made His acquaintance? Has Hs
not revealed Himself to us la the
Gospel that We have"recelvea? Jto
we feeltremuloae in the day of
trouble --that Uod will leave us and
forsake m? 'Is this oar condition?
If It I we are not living our reli
gion ; If It isi we are not kpingDurnants: Ifit Js we have not feHkthed inflnence ofthe IU9 OUUUi w

the Gospel of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, or it would produce
omer results. jv If is true we number a very few
people; 'numerically speaking our
strength is weaav. Many y other
hings might tot quoted concerning

our position that - are equally true;
but nnaerstand tnls one thing sna
the world of mankind will knowj it
by and by that we have set out to
serve God. to keen , His command
ments, to build up Hla Church, to
redeem His ; Zion upon this earth
without considering any consequen
ces in me jeasi. anat is the con
Hon." We have accepted theconse-seansnce- et

. accented eondltions as
they exist, with the powers of.hell
perchance sometimes combined to-

gether to force those unpleasant con-ditio- Qs

upon, ns. --Yes, when dsath
itself shall stare us in the face and
seem to be inevitable, for to that
extent will the Ixjrd try and prove

BT

ELDER- - JOSEPH E. TAYLOR;

Delivered in the Tabernacle, Sun-da- y

afternoon, Sept. 3d, 1882.

KEPOBTED BV JOIIW IRVINE.

It i a matter of aurpriee to people
not of our faith when they are made
acquainted with the fact that Elders
of thla Church' are called promia- -

cously. as It were accidentally, to
address the coflerefcatlonB that are
assembled from time to time in this
and other places in the mldat of thla
people; that they appear before the
congregation without any text,
without any sermon, without given
any thought whatever to preparing
the subject or subjects upon which
they may speak. And these Elders
have, by experience, learned the
lesson that it Is very necessary and
essential for them to depend upon
the Holy Ghost for their inspiration,
ror its assistance, for its influence,
to enable them to speak and instruct
the people as the Librd desires they
should be instructed. What do I
know about thl? audience this after-noo- n?

Here is a sea of faces before
me beaming with intelligence; . 1
feel the influence of the various
spirits of the people composing this
congregation. They are all centered
upon myself, or If my Brother was
speaking they would be centered
upon him or whoever the. speaker
miffht be. If , 11---

'

Borne have come to woisbip God
with honesty of purpose, to partake
of His holy sacrament with clean
hands and pure hearts, and are wpr- -
tny or partaxwg or iceso sacrea
emblems, of the qeath of our lord
and Savior Jesus Christ. They also
como to listen td words of Instruc
tion, and many of them have a
yearning desire, perhaps, to receive
comfort to tneir sou is, lnrormauon,
tercbance, upon soma particular
point of doctrine connected with of
their holy ? religion. And then
again, there are those in thi3 con-

gregation who have come here sim
ply out or curiosity, navmg no par-
ticular Interest in anything partain- -

ing to the worship of this people, or
the sacrament or wnicn tney are
partaking;, haying no particular
fondness for the doctrines taught by
the Elders of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-da- y Baints, nor
any of the principles incorporated
in the faith of this people, but sim
ply to tee and out of sheer curiosity
to listen that they may afterwards
talk about what they have seen and
heard according! to their capacity
and intelligence to understand and
to comprehend i tnac .wnicn tney
hear. A great number of this vast
congregation have come from dis
tant nations; tney nave neara we
testimony or the servants or uoa
thousands of miles from the place
they now occupy. They have re-
ceived- that testimony; they accepted

bid adieu to fatherland, to scenes of
childhood, of youth, of mature age
in many instance, to come to this
land which they believed then and
still believe to be the land of Zlonl
to be tausht In therways of tbe
JLord, to be made acqulnted with
the onnciDies or eternal irutn, :wi
comDrehend the law of God, and to
have an opportunity to practice that
law In their lives ana conduct.
lhev have come also for the pur
pose of enjoying the companionship
of the people they love a people
who feel as they feeL who. believe
aa thev believe. Who are insnired as
they have been inspired, and are to-

day inspired; they have come to this
land for tht nurnose- - of receivlnr.
ordinances partaining to their future
existence. '.

By far the greater portion of 'the
oeoole who have thus come, have
made sacrifices I for tbis purpose,
have checked natural feelings that
have arisen In their bosoms, have
severed kindred; ties, associations,
affinities and affections. What for?

I ant to"heaT"the""roTce "cf "God;
I want to hear the words of inspira
tion: I want to become acquainted
with the law that my Jbather has
given for me as well as the rest of
ills cnnaren to oe goverseu dj, : a
want to be Disced under the immedi
ate teaching, instruction and counsel
of those whom uoa nas raisea . up
and inspired by His Holy Spirit, f I
love you, my zainerj x love you,my

brother and mVi child; but I love
God more. I mutyleldyour society;
1 must sacrifice the associations tnat
I have en loved With you, because
you cannot think as I think; because
yen cannot 'feel as l reej; oecausa
you are not inspires as a am iumu
ed." We migh t mention other sac-
rifices that have had to be made,other
mines that have baa tobeyieJiea,
given up, parted with, for this- - holy
purpoee ana tnis noiy ucsjre uiar,
have named thli afternoon; for. the
feeling that permeate the hearts 01

these letter day; Saints ? permeates
their entire belngj absorbs their en
tire thought, and their entire anec-tlo- n,

for a true latter-da- y Baint, Is
his God o4 totalsfullv devoted. .to ka . At

religion, spirit ana Doaj; it asfots
his time, energy
that he possesse?, and wherever can
be iouna among mis uew mmu
who has any. reserve he is not de-

voted to bis God as his religion de
mands that he should roe,- - K Si s

Those creaent have had, In the
main, cauai opportunities with my
self to become acquainted With ' the
truths or eternal me iney nave
been taught where X nave been
tanirht: they have eaten, figurative
ly speaking, at the same table where
1 have partasen; ana yes uus aiier-noo-n

I stand belote you as teacher
and an instructor of the very people
that have had equal opportunities
with mveelf to learn and become ac-

quainted with the law of God. How
can i teacn you ; xiuw in
struct you? $ Upon what 'principle
can I furnish you with the bread of
life? Only by the power or toe xtoiy
Ghost; by its Inspiration, by possess
ing Its gifts. Is there any man with-
out this Spirit, without.the 'inspira
tion of this agency - among tne
Latter-da- y 8ahits from the Presi
dent ef the Church down through
all the ramifications of the Friest- -
V. 1 il.. . - - - Mnk , lh.
reoDie the law of uod or --zumseuj
No. and I am bold to declare it this
afternoon; neither la there a minis
ter upon the lace or this croaa janaor in all Christendom that can go
befote his congregation and feed
them with the bread of life, unless
he possesses j the gift of the Holy
Ghost, and, speaks by virtue of; that
gift, f

'p-Tf-- ' r 1'V 1 Txv.f,
"

We send our f Elders abroad,
I mousanas or tnem; we nave sent
them for many yean that are past,
ana until the jord says to xu

I servants stop, we shall continue to
ecuu njoun eren o uie . tuuoh uia-- .
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