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LERKS OF STAKES

T0 THE C

WE respectfully raq'ueal; the clerks
of the various Stakes of Zion, in
wmaking out reports of the quarterly
conferences for publication in this
paper, to condense their minutes as
muach as possible. Tae general pub-
lic are not interested in learning the
particular bymn sung or the name
of the Elder who prayed at any of
the meetings, nor in the oft-repeat-
ed faet that certain speakers ‘‘felt
woll in meéting with the Saints.”
They should understand that we
receive conference reports twice a
week, and therefore canaot insert
such Jong accounts as are frequent-
|y forwarded. It requires consider-
able labor to boil down, as we are
often compelled fo do, particulars

spread over sixteen or twenty pages
of foolscap into a few paragraphs
embodying the principal features
of meetings reporved. Lf the clerks
will forward to us a brief, pointed
sketch of each conference we shall
be pleased to publish it, but can-
uot fill up the DESERET NEWS
with matter which has only a local
iuterest. The discourses delivered
are no doubt generally valuable,
but to give thema anything like a

fair report would occupy the paper

to the exclusion of all news, local
aud foreign. Give us the essence
of the matter, only, and we and
the publi¢ wiil be grateful for the
chauge, | : |

"OBITUARIES.

TaE DESERET NEWS bas always
inserted death notices free of
charge, and will continue to do so,
in reason. But lengthy obituaries
containing particulars which, how-
ever interesting to the immediate

friends of the deceased, are not at
all entertaining to the general pub-
lie, are becoming too common, and

we must decline inserting them ex-
ceptin the form of advertisements.
The demise of a public official is a
subject of general interest, and
therefore a matter of news. But
detailed accounts of the life and
travels of men and women with
whom the publi¢ have.been unac-
qaaiuted are not attractive reading
o the majority of mewspaper sub-
serivers;  We therefore announce
to our conespondents and the
fdends of deceased persons that
we will insért brief death notices as
usual, but lengthy. cbitnaries will
nol be published hereafter unless
paid for at regular  advertising
rates. GOl 8 -

THE NEW REVENUE LAW. .

WE publish to-day the act to pro-
vide revenue for the Territory of
Utah, &e., as passed by the Legis-
lature and 'ﬂigu&i._l by the Governor..
This is a good bill and in many res-
pects a great improvement on the
old revenue law, The total amount
to be assessed for territorial, coun-
ty and school purposes is 1.20 per
cent. This, with the provision re-
pealing that portion of the school
law which empowers trastees to
agsess a tax of one-fourth of one per
cent.,, makes the general tax a
trifie less than under the old sta-
tute. , The advantages to school
districts of the new arrangement
are these: - First the amount ob-
tained tor school purposes will be
greater in the aggregate than be-
tore, BSecond, its distribution will
be equalizad. Under the old law
poor Jistrietsy in° Wwhich the great-
est neell of aid fromx taxation was
feit, - coliected -~ much smaller
amounts than (he richer disiriets;
aisa  the evenue obtained from
railroads in mwany. dnstances feil to
the lot ot
capabie of seif-suppori than others
which ebtaiod no benefit therefrom,
UUnder the new Jaw the school tax,

diswiels . aaueh bﬁuarﬂ
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collected from all sources, will be
divided, with the exception of the
five thousand dollars annual
amount for the Deseret University,
among the school districts accord-
ing to the number of children of
school age therein, and expeanded
for the payment of -district school
teachers accurding to the number
of average daily attendance of pu~
pils. This will bé a great help to
the cause of education, and with

tax of three per cent. for school
purposes in any school district on a
two-thirds vote of the qualified
voters therein, makes ample pro-

vision for all present school require-.

ments,
The usual exemptions from tax
tion are made /in this bill, and in
addition ‘*debts due and owing by
the party assessed” are to be deduc-
ted from his taxable credits, and
mining claims, products of mines
and ore in the mines are also ex-
empted. The latter is a Wvery
sweeping provision, and no matter

what may be thought of it by other
sections of the community, the

mining eclasses should feel that
their interests have been spec
protected by  the bill. How
any objections can be raised against
this feature of the law ' by the pro-
fessed champions of the mines is a
dense and cleuded mystery, un-
solvable and impenetrable, unless
we conclude that as in the case of
the election law, they are mad be-

cause all they professed to want has

been granted,leaving nothing tang-
ible for them to protest about and
misrepresent.

The offices of assessor and collec-
tor are separated except in counties
‘where the annual revenue does not
amount to more than $20.000. These
offices are made elective but wva-
cancies between electioes can be
filled by appointment from the
county court. - Property 18 to be as
sessed at its cash wvalue on the first
day of April, the assessment must
beﬂnmplewcf by the first Monday
n June, taxes will be due on the
first day of July and become delin-
guent if not paid by the 3lat day of

ctober. ' The coliector mnst fully
settle with the county court by the
31st day of December. -

Property may be seized and sold
for unpaid taxes and provision i~
made by this law for the convey-
ance of title to real estate thus seiz
ed and sold. Two year's tims is
allowed for the redemption of the
property on payment of the taxes,
the costs ond one and a half per
cent. per annum interest,

The county courts may only re-
mit taxes in certaln specined cases,
and then only to the amount of
five dollarsio each instance. The
county treasurers are made sub-
treasurers of the Territory to whom
the collectors are to pay all funds
collected, monthly. |

There are many other good pro-
visions in the bill but these are the
gtiief changes made from the old
law. We advise our readers to
s.udy it carefully. It is far better
| to understand a [Aw than to depend
upon, another for in‘ormation
Every taxpayer as well as ever)
public efficial sheald become ac-
quainted with the details of this
Act ‘and  all ‘sheuld govern
themselves accordingly.
ment of taxes is generally ' ob.
noxious, and otherwise hon-
orable people will often try to
shirk the responsivility of support-
ing the revenue which the owner-
ship of prﬂlperly entails, or to es-
cape a  full and fair assessment.
But du'y to the State should put
selfishness into the shade,and in =0
lightly taxed a community no one
has any valid excuse for evading
the assessor and collector.

We believe that the new law will
work well, and though much valu-
able property which most people
think ought justly“to be taxed will,
under its provisions, escape assessg-
ment, that the reveunue of the Ter-
ritory will be increased in propor-
tion to the 'requirements of the
times. Let all 'honest people com-
ply with its requirements, and let
those who wil not be made to

i

r

laws in the 'l‘arritﬂr}_r 'f Ucah.
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TWO MORE ACTS.

THE bills extending the jarisdic-
tion of Justices of the Peace and
amending the charters of incorpur-
ated cities appear in this evening’s
NEWS. The first extends the juris-
diction of Justices of the Peace to

not exceed six months’ impriscn-

the law whieh permits a maximum.

ially

Pay-+

understand that there is power to
| enferce as well as wisdom Jto enact

cases in which the penalty does'|the e¢lique and look out for plots to

ment, or a fine of less than three
hundred dellars, or both. And it
brings within their jurisdiction a
number of petty offenses which the |
| b'gher courts here ruled to be bey-
{ond their powers. The Justices are
now c¢lothed with authority greater

than has . ever been entrusted to
them since the organization’ of the

Territory. We hope they will use
it wisely. N s v
The second empowers the City

Councils to pass ordinances to com-
pel persons to keep their sidewalks
free from obstruction; to construct
waterworks and levy taxes on such
districts as are specially benefitted
by such works. It provides that
finies aceruing from convictions for
misdemeanors, when the arrest was
| made by a city officer, shall be paid
into the city treasury and the im-
prisonment shall be in the eity jail.
Also that city recorders, treasurers,
marshals and assessors and collec
tors, who heretefofe have been ap
pointed by the City Council, shall
hereafter be elected by the people.
As the Jaw now stands, with the
rualings of the higher courts, city
A ldermen, who are Justices of the
Peace by virtue of their office, in
taking action upon cases of ‘misde-
meanor, (incluuing petty larceny,
assault aud battery, &c.,) must

|

Men of education and previous | jury was summoned from the by- .
respectability heve been uunmanly | standers:than if empanneled as the

enough to submit to this; and o)
bow down in the dust nuder Lhe
yoke of these ‘‘ Libeial’”’ vagabonds;
and yet they will talk aboult the
bondage of Lthe “*Mermons” who
bave L:aved the world for the sake
of ‘principle, and who .when thy.
yield to uur._hqrili\; do 8o from chpice
for tne accomplishment of otjects.
which are dearer to them than

‘Ube howl that ‘has been ralsed
during the past few ‘da.,s'l,ﬂ ~ dgainst
Governor Emery. for simply dis-
charging the duties’ of his offide,
show to what lengths. these ‘‘Libe-.
ral” dictators .will go to keeff up
their degrading despolism. .1s it
not time that the best. portion of
the non-Mormon element should
cut entirely Joose from these gal-
ling bonds and practice a little of
that freedom which they prate of
to. the “Mormon:?” The epithet
“Jack-Mormon” with whic'. they
are threateped seems fo paralyze
them with terror,, The fear of|
abuse from a licentious press seems
to take all the stiffness out of
their back-bopes, and men who

1

whistling bullets aud gleaming
steel become the veriest cowards at
the shadow of the “Liberal” whip.
T'hey should be ashamed of such

”.

proceed under the territorial stat-
utes instead of the municipal ordi-
nances, the fines going into the
gity treasury. The courts have
ruled that City Councils have no
authority te pass ordinances in re-.
lation to erimes which have al
ready been passed upon by tbe Leg-
islative Assembly. This is curious
law and contrary to the express
powers conferred by the Legislature’
and specified in the City Charters,
City Aldermen acting as Justices

cases a8 the above-named are prose=
cated by ‘‘The People or the
Uuited States in the Territory
of Utah,” instead of
ing in the name of the City.

We had hoped to see several im-
portant changes in the last named
act, affecting the rights aud powers
of municipalities, but we uuder-
stand they did pot meet with the
approval of the Executive, so had
to be stricken from the bill. So far

will have to be careful that auch’_ ¢andor to endorse messures or prin-

pandering to thg creaturgs wWho
bave assumed to control them, and
be determined to bow no more Lo
their unprincipled masters, "
We hope to see ‘Lhe respectable

|

| polygamy, may

lJaw now provide:? And ifso why
s0? . Must not the amswer be, ‘““be- .
. ause a jury can by this means be
packed to conviel?”. ' ofad o 23
~ And this is the reason wby such -
a manper of oblaining juries is vb-
Jjectionable, It must be remember- .
ed that the present mode of em-

nnelling juries is that; provided -
by theso-called. Poland  bill, over
‘which $he opponents of the ¢ Mor-
mon’’ people went into ecstacies
npon its passage. Itis an Aet of

ongress and was framed upon the
clamorings of lawyers and Judges. .
and other Federal officials in this
Territory, It provides for Lhe
placing on the jury list of an equal
number of, ““Mormons” and non-
Mormons, the latter forming only a
tenth or less of the population. Yet
this isnot enough for them. They
want the law so arranged that by
repeated challenges -and other
technical objeetions,by which it can -
be made to appear necessary, a jury
in any given case, say a charge of
be summoned from
bystanders specially placed within
call; who will be sure to return a

have been brave in the face of|verdict as desired by -the prosecu-

fon. (i &l gl 121 ¢ 4
' The Judges say.that the persons
whose names compnse the lists are
‘“yery properly scatiered all over
the .district ?>  We endorse that
view of the maiter, and are there-

Tfpre opposed to the filling up of

jusies by persons bappening to be
in and around the court rooma. Lf

portion of the non-Mormons of
Utah make a stand against (he
disreputable eligue . from which
most of the abuse of the * Mormon”
people has emanated, and while
coutending against anytbhing which
they honestly censider improper or
untrue, have the manhood and the

eiples which are for the . public

the lists are “properly” made up in

| the/way stated, the plan preposed

will be necessarily *‘very improper.’’
It must be remembered that a pe-
culiar condition of affaire exists in

this Territory. The Federal officials
are generally arrayed azainst the
‘masses of the people here, and are |
alieady entrusted with extraordin-
ary powers , L{ the prosecuting.

good, even if they are brought forth
by the maligned and, unpopular

should never open their lips about
edespotism in Utah.” - .

THE JUDGES AND THE JURY
LAW.. |

[N another column will be found a

as they extend, both the lJaws a e [ communieation, signed by the three

effect.

| this Perritory, in relation to our

- | jary systém.” “Phe’‘object  of the

“LIBERAL” CESPOTISM.

FHERE has been a great deal of

teristics of social life in this Terri-
tory. - They have formed the stock
in- trade of the newspaper corres-
pondent, the political office seeker,
and the peripatetic preacher, seek-
ing for dollars to aid in Christian-
izing the ““Mormons.” -

But there hus been no actual ty-
ranny in Utah which is at all com-

parable to that exercised by a por-
tion of the so-called  ‘‘Liberal”

ponsensical talk about despotism in | that o juryg mayg be filled up with
Utab., Priestly tyranny and the|tslesman, thatis such persons as
hondage of women have beéen re-|pmay be standi , 18 CC
presented as the prevailing eharac- | room.

document ~will "be "perceived by

| ealing the tenth psrigraph;. it, is

to eflect ‘a change in -the law 'S0

- Tne reasons given for desiring
this change are that the two hun-
dred names comprising the jury list |
ate some<limes 80 nearly exhausted.
by the fourth ‘t:xm of the courts,
that'some cases have to go over till
tbe next year; that many of the
jurers- do' not reside in the  wvi-
cipity: of thecourt, and therefore

delay is frequently caused in filling
up the panel after challenges; that

party. Neither has there ever been
among the supposed servile mem-
bers of the “Mormon’’ Church any-
thing like the slavish submission
and surrender of manhood, exhibit-
ed by certain revilers of the **Mor-
wons’” under the lash of their self-

appointed censors and dictators.

(his tyranny @ has ' for some
| timie past extended not only]

0 political ©  matters, but Lo
social intercourse and privaie
affairs. The unfortunate **Liberal”

must vote us the clique dictates,
must sign all memorials and peti-
tions to Congress however ridicu-
lous and contrary to his sense of
propriety they may be, subscribe to
all funds started by them in aia of
crusades against the ‘‘Mormons,”
support all the monsirous tirades
fulminated from a blackguard press
or the platiorm at mob assemblies,
and sneeze when the clique takes
snufl, or be branded with ithe terri-
fic name .of “Jack-Mormon,” and
suffer the abuse of literary scaven-’
gers and,the plottings.of unprinci-
pled adventurers. _

If in official position he must
not be seen speakivg to a ‘‘Mor
mon,’’ much less enlering a house,
where any ““Mormion™ resides, and
if brougntt into basiness contact
with any of the people who made
the Territory he must treat thew
with discourtesy or supercilious
coutempt. Fatling ia such a eourse
he may expecl Lbe veugesuce of

|

poulygamy Aect.

the present  Jaw places it in
tue power of one man—the Probale:
Judge—to say whether there is to |
be a jury at all in his district, be-
cause he might refuse or fail to
furnish the one hundred names re-
guired by the statute; and that
under the present jury;law it is
impossible to  enfurce the. anti-

Lev u= biiefiy examine these rea-
sons, First, the number of names
cn the list. Would it not be an
easy matter to change the law 80 as
to increase the number io three
hundred or four hundred, if so
many are necessary? Second, the
distance of some of the jurors from
the places of holding court. Would
it not be for the benefit of the Ter-
ritory if the courts were not con-
fined to the present places, but
authorized, to hold some of their
terms in other localilies in theirfre-
spective districts?  The Third Dis-
trict extends northward to Cache,
Rich and a portien of Bear Lake
Counties, - from sixty to one.hun-
dred and thirty miles distant.
Third, the power of the Probate
Juuge. Is pot this evenly balane-
ed by the power of the Clerk of the
Distriet Court? . Has there ever
been & case of sallure, neglect or re-

u-al on the part of the first named
fuauctionary? Or is not the point
raised purely imagipary and alto-
gether far-letehed? Fourth, the
failure to eaforce the statute
against polygamy. Would the en-

ng around the court|

Y

officer,the. Judge on the bench, the
Marshal who executes the orders of

proceed- | «Mormons.” Uniil they do so they | court, are, all arrayed against a

prnisover charged with polygsmy,
and to all this is added a jury
¢hosen by the latter officer from
bystanders «qually prejudiced, what
kind of trial by jury would the de-
fendant obtain, and how much im-
partiality could he expect? |

All the objections to  the present
law mentioned by . the Judges can
easily be remed without the
plan they propose, and it .is to be
hoped that Congress will not be
baited and badgered into patching
and changing the Jaws of Lhis Ter-
ritory, every session, just to suit
those who are anxious to punish by
undue measures a social practice

\ =hich eannot. , be .reached: by fair

and due process of Jaw.
The statement in regard tothe
territorial lJaws comes with a very
bad grace from at_least one of the
Judges who signs it.  The laws en-
acted by  the Legislature against
lascivin s . cohabitation, adaltery
and seduction,were repealed by the
passage of the penal code, which
was passed at the recommendation
of- xbe principal membars of the
Balt Lake bar,and under the assist-
ance and supervision of the gen-
tleman referred to. And thereby
hangs a _tale which- we have nei-
t her gpace nor inclination tounfold
al present, |

It is bad . enough for. Utah to be
cursed with schemers who make
it their business to plot against the
majority of its cit'zens,  But when
the Judges of- its Bupreme Court
lend their aid to those adventurers,
the magnitude of the evil is im-
mensely enlarged, and it is time to
cry out. We trust that every
eulightened Congressman will see
through the - thin . pleadiogs of
these judicial correspondents.

: — -
THE VETO.

THE President of the Uniled States
in° vetoing the bill “to authorize
the coinage of the silver dollar, and
to restore its legal tender character,”
offers nothing new by way of argu-
ment to sustain his pesition. The
subject has been fully discussed in
both Houses, and the decision of
Congress was the will of the great
bulk of the people.

In identifying himself'wilh the
bondholders and’ gold "speculators,
HﬁyEa' nas damaged his influence
without accomplishing any good.
The measure was called for by the

publie voice, it is strictly constitu-
tional, it was theroughly debated,
and was not erowded through Con-

effect hiis removal from office.

| forcement of that lIaw be easier if a

gress at Lthe close of the session, but
was passed with the thorough eon-



