
84 THE DEDESERETSERET
study it mukhmuch of the character of the
lord jesus christ I1 wish we hadbad moremore
desire to study these things I1 am thank-
ful that this disposition is increasing in
the sunday schools the theological
classes and among the elders and that
they are also studying the principles of
our church history great is the mys-
tery of godliness said one anciently and
it is just as mysterious now some
men are going nearly crazy over trying
to reconcile some of the scriptures the
apostle peter said paul hadbad written
epistles in which are some things hardbard
to be understood there are scriptures
that are difficult to be understood un-
less we can obtain the light of the holy
spirit to shine upon our understandings

we are apt to read over a great many
scriptures just as we walk over portions
of these valleys and mountains in which
are lying perhaps within a few inches of
our leet treasures of gold silver and
other precious metals and it only needs
a little stirring of the soil to find where
the great deposits otof this wealth are
where the rich pockets of gold are
treasured up and the veins of silver are
waiting to be gathered out it is so with
the scriptures there are many pass-
ages that we read over hastily and do
not comprehend which if we would s op
and search other scriptures relating to
them we would often find wonderful
developments of truth in their explana-
tions in the early days of the church
thi lord instructed the elders to meet
together and expound his scriptures to
one another that they might comcompre-
hend

pre
them and be built up in their holy

faith which they did
when the savior was upon the earth

and had his apostles with him there
were some that adhered very closely to
him they learned things of him
which others did not get or if they did
they have not left them on record for
us john the beloved disciple con-
tinued much with the savior he was
very fond of being in his company at
the last supper he sat next to him and
laid hisbis head upon his breast the
lord was fond of him insomuch that he
was called the beloved disciple and he
being familiar with the savior obtained
many precious items otof revelation
choicecace saysayingsi and parables that the
others did not get the evangoevangelistslists
Matmatthewiliew and mark wrote many things
that the savior and other brethren did
but there were some things omitted
by them which are contained in lukes
and more particularly in johns writings
indeed so strong and mutual were their
attachments that when the savior was
about to leave the earth he gave john
the insuperable blessing that he should
not die but that he should tarry till he
christ should come history tells us
that john was placed in a caldron of
boiling oil and came out unhurt we
have no authentic account of his death
or burial the savior sid if I1 will
that he tarry idillnil I1 come what is it to
abee when he was a prisoner on the
isle of patmos working in the mines
he received the wonderful rev lation
contained in the bible in which heihe saw
a character riding upon a white horse
and his name was the word of god
rev 13 in writing his gospel

and giving sumesome account of this being
john says

in the beginning was the word
and the word was with godcod and
thoch word was god the samsame1 was in the
beginning with god allAH things wereere

made by him and without him was not
anything made that was made and
the word was made flesh and dwelt
among us

this is the description of the com-
ing of the savior in the flesh this
character in the beginning was the
one by whom the world was created

without him was not anything made
that was made before 1heie was

in the flesh he did his mighty
works in creating the earth with all its
inhabitants fish fowls beast and man
teaching enoch to build a city then
translating it lorfor him and his people
he destroyed the wicked with a flood
established noah and his race then
educated a righteous people delivered
them from oppression by miraculous
providences through the red sea and
made them a powerful nation moses
whom jehovah had employed to bosodosodo so
many of his wondrous works asked ththee
lord to show him concerning this
heaven and this earth

the lord has not thought proper to
reveal unto us much of the vastness of
his heavenly works but he once re

moses into his presence on the
mountain and showed him concerning
this heaven and this earth and there
gave him the revelation concerning the
creation of the earth and the seven
days work and commanded him to
write it in this interview he was a per-
sonage of spirit he also showed him
self unto the brother otof jared mahonn

anfuinformed him that his
body of0 spirit was just the figure that
his body of flesh should be when born
of woman

he not only had this name the word
of god but he had other titles by
searching the scriptures we find some
twenty or thirty of them but in speak-
ing of this he said to moses exodus
vav 303 your fathers abraham isaac and
jacotjacob to whom I1 revealed myself
knew me by the name of almighty
gudgod but by my name jehovah they did
not know me at different times he
told israel that he was jehovah until
he came and dwelt in the flesh then
he was the son of god the christ it
is said concerning him by uheone of the
ancient prophets isaiah ix 6 that his
name shall be called wonderfulWonderlul coun-
selor the mighty god the everlast-
ing FATHER the prince otof peace
these were a few otof the names that
were given to him besides some that
juhn saw such as the word otof god
king of kings and lord of lords
now this name of father is a wonder-
ful name it is over this that some of
the brethren stumble and they getgel very
erroneous ideas concerning the savior
oueone man has worried at it until he has
nearly worried himself out of the
church landand it was thought he would
have gone to the asylum because of his
incongruous ideas over it what is it
to be a father we understand gener-
ally the term lather to mean one who
becomes the parent of children the
fact that he is endowed with power to
procreate his species by the blessing olof
god enables him to become a fattier
chere is a beginning to his fatherhood
As john said in the beginning was the
word there was a beginning to the
creation of the earth there is a begin
hing to the creation of a thansmans family
bat that is not the only sense of a
father A father when taken in a more
general sense signifies something more
accordaccordinghig to atie scriptures joseph

said to his brethren genesis alv 18
he god hathbath made me a father to

pharaoh why because he had
given him the power the wisdom and
the uunderstanding to lay up food during
the seven years of plenty so that he
saved not only egypt but enabled
pharaoh and egypt to save the nations
aroundaround by lettingjetting them have food to eat
I1inn their terrible necessities in the
scriptures satan is called the lather otof
lies the father of deceit of misrepre-
sentationsentation contention and stritestrife george
washington is called the father of this
nation by his skill his warlike prowess
and the readiness to stand at the head
of his people foist in war first in peace
and first in the hearts of his country-
men and he so became the father of
our country just so we may say con-
cerningcernin gothersothers As for instance the man
who discovered the control of lightning
although franklin brought it down
from heavenheaved in safety yet it was left for
professor morse to be the father of
telegraphy and otherwise communicate
intelligence by it around the world mr
watt was the father of steam power
by discovering its elasticity and apply-
ing it to mechanics as motive power
so with the prophet brigham young
he was the father of utah because
under god he led the people and es-
tablished them here to become a territ-
ory or state and made it possible for
many others to come and live here we
see by the foregoing the meaning of
a latherfather in this general and broad ssenseense
1iss a creator a controller a manager
hence it was that the prophet isaiah i

said concerning the lord jesus he
shall be called the everlasting father
the prophet mosiah book ol01 mormon
fifteenth chapter verses 2 3 ana 4 has
told us that because of the spirit he
was the father and because of his
having been born in the flesh he was
the son and therefore he is called the
very eternal fatherbather of heaven and
earth which really means that he was
the very eternal creator of heaven and
earth in the beginning he created the
heavens and the earth anus when we
get an understanding olof the things of
guidgud and comprehend them some of
the difficult sayings of the scripture be-
come plain and easy to be understood
it we turnlurn to he first chapter olof johns
revelation ar and sixth verse we find that
great glory and dominion will be given
unto him who hathbath made us kings and
priests unto god and his father so
we see that he does not assume to be the
father of all but htHs was the father of
heaven and earth and was to make
men kings and priests unto himself and
his father knowing that he and his
father were two persons as is distinctly
maintained inila all the scriptures by
this we can see that as we read the
scriptures we read over great and

descriptions of knowledge
just as when we uncover the mines
we find great treasures of wealth the
mines when they ageare loundfound are not
pure gold or silver but otnerother materials
have to be brought together to put with
them what they call fluxingflexing materials
to separate the pure mmetaltai irom the
dross and to bring out the genuine
articlearticie fit for market so if we search
the scriptures we find the

the instructions given by
which we are enabled to understand
thebe truths in a si way and to
comprehend the difference between the
truth and the error

I1 wish the brethren would study the


