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THE DESERET WEFRKLY.

study it, much of the character of the
Lord Jesus Christ. [ wish we had more
desire to study these things. Iam thank-
ful that this disposition is increasing in
the Sunday schools, the theological
classes, and among the Elders, and that
.they are also studying the principles of
our church histoty. Greatis the mys-
tery of godliness, said one anciently, and
it 15 just as mysterious now. Some
men are going nearly crazy over trying
to reconcile sonie of the scriptures. The
Apostle Peter said Paul had written
epistles, “‘in which are some things hard
to be understood.” There are scriptures
that are dificult to be understood, un-
less we can obtain the light of the Holy
Spirit to shine upon our understandings

We are apt to read over a great many
scriptures just as we walk over portions
of these valleys and mountains, in which
are lying, perhaps within a few inches of
our leet, treasures ol gold, silver and
other precious metals, and it only needs
a little stirring of the soil to find where
the great deposits of this wealth are,
where the rich pockets of gold are
treasured up, and the veins of siiver are
waiting to be gathered out. 1t is s0 with
the scriptures. There are many pass-
ages that we read over hastily and do
nol comprehend, which, if we would s op
and search other scriptures relaiing to
them, we would often find wonderiul
developments of truth in their explana-
tions. In the early days of the Cburch
the Lord insiructed the Elders to meet
topether and expound His scriptures to
one another, that they might compre-
hend theni and be built up in their boly
faith, which they did.

When the Savior was upon the earth
and had His apostles with Him, there
were some that adhered very closely to
Him. They learned things of Him
which others did not get, or if they did
they have not left them on record for
us. John, the beloved disciple, con-
tinued much with the Savior. He was
very tond of being in His company. At
the last supper he sat next to Him, and
laid his head upon His breast. The
Lord was fond of him, insomuch tl:at he
was called the beloved disciple, and he,
being familiar with 1he Savior, obtained
many precious items ol revelation,
choiwce sayings and parables that the
others did not get. The evangelists
Matthew and Mark wrote many things
that the Savior and other hrethren did,
but there were some things omitted
by them which are contammed in Luke's
and more particularly in John's wrniuings.
Indeed so strong and mutual were their
attachments that when the Savior was
about to leave the earth He gave John
the insuperahle biessing that he shoula
not die, but 1that he should tarry till He,
Christ, should come. History tells us
that John was placed in a caldron of
boiing o1l and came out unhurt, We
have no authentic account ol his death
or burial. The Savior said, *If [ wii
that he tarry jull I come, what Is it 10
thee?' When he was a prisoner on the
Isie ot Patmos, working in 1he nunes,
he received the wonderful rev lation,
contained in the Bible, in which he saw
a character nding upon a white horse,
aund his name was “Tne Word of God *
{(Rev. xi1x,13.) In writing s Gospel
aud giving sume accoont of this being,
john says.

“in the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. The sanie was in the
beginning with God. All things were

made by Him; and without Him was not
anything made that was made. And
the Word was made flesh, and dwelt
among us.”

This is the description of the com-
ing of the Savior in the flesh. This
character in the beginning was the
One by whom the world was created.
“Without Him was not anything made
that was made.” Before He was taber-
nacled in the flesh He did His mighty
works in creating the earth with all is
inhabitants, fish, fowls, beast and man;
teaching Enoch to build a aity, then
translatng it for him and his people.
He destroyed the wicked with a flood;
established Noah and his race, then
educated a righteous people, delivered
them from oppression by miraculous
providences through the Red Sea and
made them a powerful nation. Moses,
whom Jehovah had employed to doso
many of his wondrous works, asked the
Lord to show him concerning “this
Heaven and this earth.”

The Lord has not thought proper to
reveal unto us much of the vastness of
His heavenly works; but He once re-
ceived Moses into His presence on the
mountain and showed him “concerning
this heaven and tms earth,” and 1here
gave him 1he revelation concerning the
crealion of the earth and the seven
days’ work and commanded bim to
write it. In this interview he was a per-
sonage ol spint. He aiso showed Him
self unto the brother ol Jared, Mahonn
Muriancumr,and infurmed him that His
body ol spirit was just the figure.that
His body of flesh should be when born
ot woman.

He not only had this name, “The Word
of God,” but He had other titles. By
searching the Scriptures we find some
twenty or thirty ot 1them. But in speak-
ing of this, He said to Moses, (Exodus
vi, 3,} “Your fatbers Abraham, Isaac and
Jacun, to whom | revealed myself,
xnew Me by the name of Almighty
Gud, but by my name Jehovah they did
not know me."” At diderent umes He
told Israei that He was Jehovah until
He came and dweit in the flesh. Then
He wxas the Son of God—the Christ. It
1s said concerning Him by one of the
ancient prophets (lsa:ah ix, 6,) that “His
name shall be cailed Wonderiul, Coun-
setor, 1the Mighty God, the EvERLAST-
ING FATHER, the Prince of Peace”
These were a tew ol the names that
were gtven 10 Him besides some that
Juhn saw-~such as the Word o1 God,
King of kings and Lord of lords.
Now this name of Father is a wonder-
tul name. 1t is over this that some of
the brethren stumble, aod Lliey get very
erroneous ideas concerning the Savior.
Que man has worried atit until he has
nearly worried himseif out of the
Church, 'and it was hought he would
have gone to the asylum Dbecause of his
incongruoys ideas over it. What is it
to be a father? We understand gener-
ally the term lather to mean one who
hecomes the parent of children. The
fact that he is endowed with power 1o
prucreale his speeies by 1he blessing ot
God enables him to become a faiber.
V'here is a beginning to his fathernood
As John said “In 1he beginming was the
Word.”” Tnere was a beginning to the
creanon of the earth. Thereis a begin-
ning tu the creation of a man’s family.
But that is not the only sense ot a
father.” A tather when 1aken in a more
general sense signifies something more,

according to the Scriptures. = Joseph

sald to his brethren, (Genesis xlv, 18,)
“He [God] hath made me a father to
Pharaon.” Why? Because he had
given him the power, the wisdom and
the understanding to lay up tood during
the seven years of plenty, so that he
saved not only Egypt, but enabled
Pharaoh and Egypt to save the nations
around by letting them have food to eat
in their terrible necessities. In the
Scriptures Satan is called tlie father ot
hes, the father ol deceil, of misrepre-
sentation, contention and strile. George
Washington is called the father of this
nation, by his skill, his warlike prowess
and the readiness to stand at the head
of his people, fiistin war, kirst in peace,
and first in the hearts of his country-
men, and he so became the father of
our country. Justso we may say con-
cerning others. As for instanceihe man
who discevered the control of lightning.
Although Franklin hrought it down
from heave . in safety, yet it was left for
Professor Morse to be the father of
telegraphy and otherwise communicate
intelligenice by it around the world. Mr.
Watt was the lather of steam power,
by discovering its elasticity and apply-
ing it to mechanics as motive power.
Su with the Prophet Brigham Young.
He was 1he father ol Utah, because
under God he led the people and es-
tabiished 1them here, to become a Terri-
tory or state, and made it possible for
many others to come and live here. We
see, by the furegoing, the meaning of
a tather in this general and broad sense
is a creator, a controller, a manager.
Hence it was that the Prophet Isalah -
said concerning the Lord Jesus, He
shall be called *‘the Everlasting Father.”
‘I'he Prophet Mosiah (Buok o1 Murmon,
fillcemh chapter, verses 2, 3 anu 4,) has
told us that because of the Spint He
was the Father, and because ot His
having been born in the fHesh He was
the Son, and therefore He is called the
very Eternal lvather of Heaven and
earth, whico really means that He was
the very eternal Creator of Heaven and
earth. In the beginning He created the
heavens and the earth’ Tnus when we
get an understanding of the thiugs of
Gud and comprenend them, sume of
tne difficuit sayings of the Scripture be-
come plain and casy to be understood,
It we wurn to -he first chapter of John's
revelation-, and sixth verse, we find that
great glory and domunion will be given
unto Him “*Who hath made us kings and
priesis unto God and His Father.” So
we see that He dues not assume to be the
Falher of all, but He was tne Father of
heaven and earth, and was lo make
men kings and priests unio Himselt and
His Faiher, knowing that He and His
Falher were two persons, as 13 disiincily
maintained in all the Scriptures. By
this we can sce that as we read the
Scripliures we read over Ereat and
wonueriul descriptions of knowledge,
jost as when we uncover the mines
we find great treasures of weaith. The
mines, when they are lound, are not
pure gold ur silver, but other matenats
have to be hrought 1ogether to put with
them—wiat theyv call fluxing maierials—
Lo separate the pure mctal jrom the
druss, and to bring out the genuine
arbicie hit lor markel, So if we search
the Scripwures we find the piincipies
descrived aud the 1nstructions given by
which we are enabled to understand
these truths in a similiar way, and to
comprehend the differcnce between the
tro1h and the error.

I wish the brethren would study the



