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though there are still living in utah
those who practiced polygamy at
nauvoo the incident shows that me-
ndacity and deceit are not nownew chara-
cteristicste of orthodox mormonismsni

ADHERENCE TO POLYGAMY

the last official expression of the
mormon people in regard to polygamy
other than the proposed state con-
stitutionution was made may 2ndand 1885

and is as follows

As to our religious faith it is based
upon evidence which to our minds is co-
nclusiveclu sive convictions not to be destroyed by
legislative enactments or the judicial de-
cisionsci force may slave the body but it
cannot convince the mind to yield to
the demand of the legislature or judge
the rights otof conscience would prove us
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recreant to every duty we owe to god and
mao among the principles otof our re-
ligionalgi an is that of immediate revelations
from ledgod one of the doctrines foeo revealed
tois celestial or plural marriage torfor which
ostensibly we are stigmatized and hated
this is a vital part of our religion the de-
cisions of coutts to the contrary notwit-
hstanding

this candid admission of their
position is as true todayto day as when it
was first made and expresses the
situation at this time some young

V mormonscormonsMor mons probably at the late
election broke away from the ancient
discipline and voted as they pleased
1I hope the number will be increased
on the next election in that way
the church is losing a few adherents
at the outer side but there is no
change inin the position of the leaders
and the sincere mormonscormons will never
renounce polygamy until they are
convinced that god has commanded
it and they will whenever they have
the enforce and practice pol-
ygamy and every other interest of
the church whether it conflicts with
law or not and will believe that in
doing so they are serving the divine
will and will gladly accept any
punishment which may come to them
because of this in the spirit of ma-
rtyrs this tactfact stands out very
clearly there has been no change
in the doctrines of the church or its
teaching and it will noldonot 80 to claim

have assumed a loyal attitude
because they refuse to sanction viol-
ations of law they must teach their
peopeoplepie that the law is supreme and
ceasee to honor those who violate it

CHURCH AND STATE

the claim is made that the church
does not now interfere in political
matters but like all other religious
organizations leaves its members
free to act for themselves

the gentiles claim that the past
and the present history of the church
does not support this claim that the
church is a political organization
with aims that are political and that
it manifests greater zeal in preser-
ving and perpetuating its political
power than in promoting the relig-
ious

relig-
ions purposes for which it was osten-
sibly organized

they call attention to the tactfact that
the money which it collects from its
people as tithinggunderunder the plea of
religious duty is mainly used in pro-
moting political ends in and out of
the territory and notably at wash-
ington city the capital of the na-
tion

the cormon people are constantly

advised to be united in their temporal
and spiritual matters this advice
does not come from the laymen but
is given from the pulpit A union of
temporal and spiritual affairs means
that the people must be obedient to
counsel and the counsel always
emanates fromfroin the high priesthood

the non mormonscormons are amazed that
the fact of the church interfering in
political matters should be denied
every apostate mormon in the territ-
ory bears willing testimony to the
fact and the acts of the mormon
leaders coifconfirmfirm it at the last legis-
lative election there was a contest in
the ninth council district between
two mormonscormonsMor mons one the candidate of
the mormon party and one who ran
as an independent candidate and
whose candidacy was a protest
against the political methods of the
mormon church in a letter received
from a prominent citizen of the dis-
trict occurs the following statement
apostle john henry smith made his

appearance in our county on fffridayiday
the 2ndand instant the people at
huntington were drummed together
on said evening and smith called
their attention to the fact that he
was an apostle of the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints that they
had chosen and sustained him in
that position and had covenanted to
sustain him as their counselor and
advisor and he now wished them to
thoroughly know and understand
that hebe was there to see to counsel
and advise and to persuade all to
sustain the peoples mormon ticket

in davis county at the same elec-
tion there was a contest between two
mormonscormons for the office of selectman
one nominated by the peoples party
the other as an independent candi-
date A prominent citizen of the
county and an official in a letter
makes the followingfol lowin statement 1I
had the pleasure of listeninglisteningfi to him
george Q cannon the lutlost day of

the meeting he dwelt wholly upon
politics and among other things
said nwnow brethren you will shortly
have an election here referring to
thothe county election and how will you
act after the order of the world to
stir up strife and contention or will
you do it after the order of god and
elect the men whom god wants
that sermon with a visit from pen-
rose

pan-
rose editor of the deseret news set-
tled the election itif you will turn to
the election returns from davisdails
county you will see david stoker
was run for selectman by the lib-
erals the priesthood prevented his
election another well known citi-
zen of davis county makes substan-
tially the same statement with the
further statement that it occurred at
a priesthood meeting and that on
election day teachers were delegatedelegatel
to see that every one of the peoples
party voted the straight ticket

A CHURCH MATTER

I1 submit these statements for con-
sideration in connection with the
assertion that the church does not
interfere in political matters but
leaves its members free to act for
themselves and will only state that
mr cannon is not a member of any
committee of the peoples party and
had no other relation to the people of
davis county than that given by his
official position as an apostle in the
church

if a member of the church acts in-
dependently of the peoples party he
is made to understand in a very pro

way that he has displeased
the church that he has taken a step
which is wrong and is frequently de-
clared to be an enemy of his people
the result has been that few men have
had the courage to avail themselves
of the opportunity to be independent
under such circumstances while
there are many mormonscormons who would
gladly welcome some action on the
part of the church abandoning
polygamy and remanding the church
to its appropriate sphere as a religious
organization the greater number still
adhere to the old faith with all its
teachings and practices the church
and people stand todayto day where they
stood when the first colony was plant-
ed in salt lake valley in conversa-
tion with a mormon member of the
legislative assembly on this subject
he said well this Is gods work it
it is right it will go ahead if it is
wrong it will not it is in his hands
and he will take care of it this
probably expresses the opinion of the
orthodox mornionmormon

it will now be seen why political
officers in political reports refer to
church doctrines and practices it ifis
because they involve the body of the
people and are disloyal and hostile to
the laws and hence the subject be-
comes in the strictest sense political
in fact the church doctrines and
their practices are so intimately in-
terwoventer woven with the political affairs of
utah that they cannot be considered
separately

means suggested whereby the troubles
here may be mitigated

elsewhere in this report I1 have
recommended that the public schools
be placed under the control and au-
th

an-
th

au-
thoritytheriv of some federal agency that
certain county effofficersleers be anademadcapap

by some federal authority
that a new legislative apportion-
ment be made after the taking of the
next census and that prisoners con-
fined in the penitentiary be placed at
work

I1 believe it is the intention of the
american people to0 extirpate polyg-
amy and its kindred evils from thetheirfr
land and thatthai congress is deter-
mined to give force and effect to this
intention by appropriate legislation
the reports made by previous gover-
nors of the territory and by the utah

end special meas-
ures for consideration by congress
all of which so tarfar as they are ilownow
essential have my hearty indorseendorse-
ment and support encouraging gen-
tile immigration has been suggested
the walls are up against it unless a
great increase in mining the estab-
lishmentlishment of manufacturing on a large
scale or the founding and enlarge-
ment of industrial pursuits other
than agriculture take place the
founding example and teaching of
christian churches has been recom-
mended several denominations have
established churches but the
converts from ulam are none
too numerous there is a self
sufficient complacency in the mor-
mon which entirely satisfies him
with his religion establish schools
throughout the territory others saysav


