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offensive and reaily sacrilegious prac-
tice!

The law glven to lermel smid the
tbunders of Mount Binai wae, “Thou
shalt not take the name of the Lord
thy Geod in vain.’’ This commend in-
cujoates a principle or observance by
men and for their saivation.. The pet-
80 Who DiRspbemes the Most Higb by
profanjug His name iz guilty of a
crime; he who ridicules or brings into
derismiun the title of the Holy Oae is
under sin; and he whose frequent repe-
tition of tnat name maker unDeCessary
use of It commits an offense by
taking It in valn — an sot tbat
in expressly forbidden by the great
Lawgiver Himself. To Impress
the prineiple more Jeeply upon the
minds of those who receive His law,
the cominand waa reilerated in impart-
ing the 1nformatlon that *sthe Lord
will not bold bim guliticss that taketh
H!s pamo in valp.”

Many of those whose profession is
tbat of preachers of mudern Christian-
Ity evidently do not realize the foree
of the divine command, judgiog hy
the uncalled-for manner in whiob His
name is injeoted into thelr ex pressione,
espeoinlly when they asgume to puse
as exponents of the doctrines taught by
the Divine Masler; and heoause of this
pernioiona dleregard of a direot com-
mand they wili not be held gulltless
when they come before Lthe great
Judge. As with the Pbharisees of olden
time, condetanation will rest upon
them for the!r heathenlsh practice of
vain repetitioos.

Those smong ths Latter-day Baints,
if any tbhere be, who have formed this
babit of frequently and uDnecessarily
repeating tue nene of the Almighty,
are witbout justification, and are
in pressing wmeed of repentance;
for there Is oonstautly before them a
prominent exsmple of the acceptable
rule, under direect revelation from
beaven. In this example is found the
reason for the name Melchipedee belng
applied to the Higher Priesthood, Mul-
chisedea was a great High Priest, and
the manoer in which be magnifled bis
calling Jed to the selection of hle
pame to designate that order, ¢ Before
his daye,’’ ea¥s the revelstion given to
the Prophet Josepb, ‘it was called the
Holy Priesthood after the order of the
8on of God; bul out of respeot or
reverence to the name of the Bupreme
Being, to avold the too I[requent
repetition of His name, they, the
Cbureb, in anclent daye, called the
Priesthood after Melohisedeo, or the
Melchisedec Prieathood.?”

The Almighty endorsed this notion
of the Chureb aneclently, and the same
rule was enjoined upon the Churchb in
this ¢/spensation and fa iollowed.
Thuse who vary fromn the rule de-

art from the order which the

ord bas instituted. 'I'be wuse of His
name ia neceseary at times, as in cer-
taln ordinpances, samong which s the
admipistration of Bacrament, There
are oocasione, too, in preachine, in
prayer, in Rdmouition, when such use
ia proper and is direoted by the apirit of
revelation. But the rule to avold ite
too frequent repetition, to abatain ffom
using it unnpecessarlly or In valn,
ehould he striotly adbered to; In cases
where doubt may arjse it is well Lo be
on the sale side snd not trapecend the
limit of the commandment. The
Liatter-day Baints sbould he the most

careful of all peoplte in conforming to
thie prinolple, and should not utter the
name of their Eternual Father unneces-
sarily or upon ocoasions when It will
be treated lightly, or mention it except
with feellngaof the highest veneration.

THE WELL ZEMZEM AGAIN.

Liast eummer, when ocholern caaes
were reported from Mediterranean
ports and fesrs were entertained of the

rpread of the disemse, atlentlon wase
called 1o the Mobhammedan pllgrim-
sged 10 Mecoa and certain relligious
rites conneoted therewith, partjoulsarly
the custom of drinking of the sacted
well Zemzem, Some papera olomored
for energetio aolion on the part of the
European powers to compel Turkey lo
digcontinue these piigrimngee, »s they
were looked upon as a perpelual mensace
to the health of the rest of mankind.
The NEWS at the time poloted out that
the real source of danger was the more
tban careless way In whioch the refuse
of thousands of sacrifices slain by the
pllgrimm s left to putri'y in the
open air; Dot (o mention other
kindse of filth which necessari-
ly accumtulate Where g0 many
thourands gather, unrestricted by
aanitary regulatioos. The subject has
been discuseed hy the press lately. The
Sctentific Ameriean published an article
taken from the London Times, in
whicbh the author endeavored Lo prove
that the water of the holy well is full
of obolera miotobes, To this article a
paper in Constsntinople, tbe Sabal,
takes exoception. It reply bas heen
translated and Condensed for a regent
number of the Literary [igest. Aa
the NEwWS publisbed_ the substance of
the article in the Saentific American,
the reply of tbe Mohammedsn cotem-
porury in the Turkieh capital is here-
with also reproduce.s, [tis oniy (air that
both sides should pe heard, The Sabah
BAYE!

Every nation has it own roligion and
forms of worship, Atlempts Lo woaken
that roeligion and its reqoirements are
not permissible by justice, Jogic, of
proprieiy. Those who make such at-
tempts merely draw upon themselves
the scorn of their fellowimen. Upon this
principle resta the intercourso of diverse
nations, and it explain® why the seif-
evident religion of Islam prohibits all
attaock® on other religions, so that, in all
these centuriass, the people of Islam bave
pnever in any wug nterfered with
other treligions. apeciully hea the
reign of Solian Abdal Hamid been
to all his non-Mobhammedan fubjecta
a period of quiet and justice and oquali-
ty, during wbich no single individual
nas been restrained in his practice of his
religious dutice. The gratitude and con-
tent of non-Muslim people on this score
is of public Dotoriety, and entirely be-
yond the need oi reiteration or proof.

Exactly 83 the Muslim people do not
attack other religions, they oxpect ad-
berents of otber religiona to show them
similar consideratjon. Yet, Lhc Seientific
American has lately published an ariigle,
taXen from Zhe London T¥mes, coDeern-
ing the water of the holy well of Zem-
Muslims. In

zem, venerated by nll

Lhis article, it declares that this
holy water (God forbid 1 a
thousand times, God forbid!) con-
taine cholera miorobes and  bhas

been the means of spreading cholera.
The fact is, that the holy water of Zem-
zem is n puore and limpid water, abso-
lutely free and safe from thefe micro-

scopic animals. Daring many centaries,
no Mohammedan who has drunk this
water bas been attacked with cholera,
nor can such a one be atiacked withdiscase,
Thie is & truth of the olass proved both
by history and by sclence. At a time
when the obolera is preaent in our olty,
those who seek favor with God by fasting
Monday and Tburaday, break their fast
with Zemzem water, and Do sickness has
appeared among them.

‘I'he united testimony of all dootors,
Mohammedan and non-Mohammedan,
throughout the world, bas shown thut
cholera is imported into Mecca by men
coming trom Iudia. And if (God forbid!)
there wera noxicus beasts In the water
of Zemzem it would follow that cholera
would nlways prevail in Mecca; yet, as
soon as Lhe pilgrims from sbroad left
Mecca, the cholera disappeared. It is
well known, moreover, that Lhis year the
inhabitants of Mecca, who drink of the
holy Zemzem cvery day, suflered no
deaths and no attacks from
oholera, As to the importation of cholera
into Constantinople, it is declarsd by all
dootors from all medical universitics of
all nations, that the disease sprang from
a patient from Hoomania, who was
brought to the madhouse in Scutari.

So silly an attack on our religion oan-
not have originated with any man not
afflicted with what is koown as com-
pound ignorance. If the author of the
article in The Seientific American did not
write in profound ignorance and hopeless
stupidity, be muat have bad a secret mo-
tive which we do not like to contemplats,
The writing of such noDsense mMAY arise
from the soledesire 10 spread caluinny,
This saurrllous article has no value that
ahould eall out more than denial. Hence,
we cgontent ourselves with pointing out
that when a newspaper published in the
territory of a country which professes to
be a friend and well-wishor to Turkey, is
allowed to become the vebicle of vile
altacks on theenlightonad obsetvances of
the religion of tbe great empire to which
thal country professes triendship, the
oocurrencs is one which will briog seri-
ous consequencea in its train,

Notb withstauding toede emphatlo
denjuls and assertiune it Beems Lo an
impartial observer only' natursl tbat,
however putre the water of the sapred
well may otlgioslly bave been, lm-
purities muet fiod thelr way into it at
that time of the year partioularly
when the pllgrims crowd in and
around the objects of their pligrimage,
To suppose thie is by no meansto
attack the rellglous ritee of a strange
religion. Wu believe It would be one
of the greatest benefita to the
Mobammedan world could the Bultan
of Turkey be induced to estabileb
cramatorles where the pilgrime gather,
as well a8 promulgate certsin ranitary
regulations and malintain a corps of
offivers sufficlent to enforce Lthese
regulations, With euch precautions it
is very improhable that sny bad efleots
would he felt from the drinking of \be
waler In controversy. And we also
believe that the present sultan, who,
has ju many inslances sbown a wil-
itognesa to improve the conditlon of
bis subjecte, might esslly be prevalled
upun lo take such A measure, were ji
urged upon bim by the right author
ity and by proper argumeanlts.

THE LESSON OF STRIKES.

The calamities nttending the Lehigh
Valley railway strike are something
shocking. Beven bundred thousand
dollars in one smash 18 pretty serlous
work. ' It would not take many such



