166

THE DESERET WEEKLY.

THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

BANTIAGO I8 OURS.

Santlago has capltulated.

Not only this, but the capltulation is
absolute and unconditlonal.

The glorious Stars and Stripes wave

over the atronghold of eastern Cuba.

General Linares and his chief
lleutenant, Toral, have made a gal-
lant fight. They have supplemented
military operations with diplomacy
and thus gained tlme, putting off the
inevitable; but the end had to come as
it has come so far as relates to that
part of the campaien.

The American forces refused all
overtures and paid no heed to threats.
Their determination was spoken from
every fold of the =starry flag that
waved before the beleaguered eity, and
in every movement looking to lts en-
vironment and reduction. In vain did
the enemy strive to gain furlher time,
perhaps that the one ally which had
not been counted upon In valn—the

yellow scourge—might ald them. In
valn aid they resort to all
the artifices - of strategy and
war craft hoplng to defer the de-

scent of the blow which had it fallen
would have crushed them into atoms.
No further terms could be gained;
“uncondltional and immediate aurren-
der” were all they could have and are
all they have received.

" Santiago 1s the Spanish Sedan. Tie
end (8 foreshadowed in this magnifi-
cent consummation.

It is a time for rejolcing because a
prefigurement of a peace, peace
which we hope will no more bhe dis-
turbed br the pounds and scenes and
struggles of war.

Hall to the peace that is coming!

All hall amd three cheers for the
glorious American arms&. the banner
of the free and the gallant men whe
are bearing It on to victory!

— —

THE FEACE FPROFOSITIONS.

The 8panish government is in a dl-
Jernma. There can hardly be any
doubt that the desire for peace is sln-
cere, but the queen regent and her pre-
mijer have both the army and the
Carlists to reckon with In the negotia-
tlons with the United States. Gen-
eral Blanco undoubtedly expremses the
pentiment of the army officers, If not
of the soldiers, when he protests
against overtures for peace at present.
Thoee officers think the army has
ziven a good account of itself at San-
tiago, San Juan, Matanzas and other
places and that it is not impoesible
that inh a further contest it would to
some extent redeem the honor of the
Spanisb arms, BS8hould peace be con-
cluded before the army has suffered
defeats similar to that of the navy, it is
feared the soldiers v-ould In great num-
bers go to the Carlists, and that would
mean the instamt overthrow of the
dynasty and of the statesmen responsi-
ble for the dlsastrous war. This, it ap-
pears, is the critlecal situation In Spain.

It can presumably not be long, how-
ever, before the jssue has to be met.
This seema also to be perfectly well
understood in Madrid, and it must ba
whth the object in view of securing as
favorable terms as possible that Ger-
many i8 being offered an interest in
the final disposition of the territory
Spain expects to loose. Perhaps a hope
i8 even enlertalned that such diffi-
culties In arrlving at an understanding
between Germany and the Unlted
Btates might arise as to involve the
two countries In hostiliHes. Tt i1s not
eaBy to find an honest molive In the

‘remember a

,among the people of the earth,

offer to Germany to accept a large part
of the fruits of American victory. That
Is a factor to be taken into consldera.
iion, Perhaps it will be necessary to
pursue the war until the entire Spanish
people 1s convinced of the Impossibility
of its contlnuance and untl! those In
authority sue for peace at Washineton,
not, however, behind the cover of a
European power, or in the shadow of
a European army and navy, Peace
negotiations may have to be declined
here until Spain finds out that even
suggestlons of intimidetlon are In vatn.
Germany herself furnishes a prece-
demt to such a course In her late war
with krance. And that, as much as
the war ftself, tended to establish the
emplre as a first class power on the
Furopean continent. Spain and the
United States are fighting this war
alone: they sbould settle the condi-
tions of peace alone, to0. NoO other ar-
rangement will be compatible with the
dignity of our government or entirely
satisfactory to the nation.

IMPORTANT DISCOVERIES,

The citlzens of Salt Lake City will
visit here about two
months ago of a distinguished East
Indian named S8idi Mahomet Taleda.

He is an exceedingly well educated
ruan, speaking several languages,
Engllsh among them and without the
slightest accent, and has made a com-
plete tour of the globe three tlmes. He
has devoted much study and research
to erchaeology, In whieh department of
sclence he ranks very high. Mr.
Taleda lectured while here and his ef-
fert was an intellectual repast. He
then proceeded souther'y, going through
several districts of Utah and Colorado,
making many I{mportant discoveries.
Among these were the ruins of a once
great temple, I60 feet long and 80 feet
wide. The walls that were uncovered
were aome twenty feet high, and one
room had been as perfectly built and
finished as any of modern times. The
walls have a ecircular plece of masonry
huilt solidly ln and of a wldth the full
dlameter of the square. Another room
als0 had these eireles and there were
imany oth=r evidences of a very an-

cient eivilization. In other places
walld with hieroglyphics were
found whieh the explorer had
not vet been able to dis-

cipher at the time Hon. F. A. Ham-
mond, to whom we are indebted for
this informatlon, left Bluff City, where
the ruins spoken of were found.

Mr. Taleda holda that the Western
and not the Eastern hemisphere is the
cradle of antiquity, the home of the
primitive races. This he is gradually
establlshing by such and other means
that are being followed with great per-
tinacity. 'While here he passed around
our Temple and expressed the greatest
aatisfactlon with the architecture,
which he pronounced perfect and an
exmplification of a universal lan-
guage with which he is evidently very
familiar. 80 great was he impressed
with the structure that in ite presence
he removed his bat and stood un-
covered for some time.

He expects in a ghort time to malke
his demonstratione so0 plain that the
most ordinary inteltect
hend them. With so suceessful an
outcome to bhis labors, there wlli be
a great mental revolution take place
who will
hugging
centuries

then be shown to have been
& delusion to thelr breasts for

can compre- |

and even cycles. His fleld i8 & broag
one and he works in {t with all the epa
thusiasm and untiring energy of gap
amateur, He is forty-two years of
age, but his method of living Is gg
simple and natural that he does ngt
seem to be half so old. We shall wateh
for his developments with no slight de.
gree of interest.

OUR COLONIAL POLIOY.

If in the discussion of an important
question the only alm is to strike down
the antagonist, no matter whether he ig

right or wrong, one way of doing |y 14
hy impugning his motives, conjuring up
disastrous ultimate consequences from
the principles he advocates and i a
general way stirring up prejudices by
the frequent employment of the fallacy
known to logleans as argumentum a4
hominem. Instances of these tactieg
are frequent just now on account gof
the difference of opinlon that has de-
veloped regarding our future policy jp
the Spanish colonies. Arguments 1{p
favor of an American expansion
not, as a rule, candidly considered ang
discussed on their merits. “Imperigj-
Ism!"" “Caesarism!” many of the oppon.
ents shout, and that Is supposed to gat-
tle it. Others more quietly remind the
publle that the Monroe doctrine and the
entire traditions of the country are ip
danger of overthrow. Fortunately
nelther nolsy exclamations nor insiny.
ations count a great deal in the shap-
Ing of our natlon‘s destiny at this time
Among the arguments advanceq
against the policy of expansion, one is
that such a polley would be to brepk
faith with the other nations. Wity re-
gard to Cuba, It was stated both of-
ficlally and upofficially-that the wap
was not one for conquest but solely to
prevent an effete monarchy from ig.
dulging In further cowardly, Inhuman
acts in an island s0 near our shores
and to vlsit on that monarchy jyq¢
retribution for the daatardly destrye.
tlon of one of our battlesbips. It was
declared that the establishment of
peace and a stable government in Oy ba
was the object of the war with Spalp
This declaration, the opponents of an.
nexation say, would be flagrantly vig-
lated, should Cuba be glven the bene-
fits of liberty under the American flag
It may, or it may not, be one of tha
aims of the administration to retain
Cuba. but it may well be asked- Sup-~
| pose Cuba's future were to be cast
' with the sovereign stntes of our Uniop
how would that affect the solemp
declaration that our war is one, not
for conquest, but for liberty and hu-
manlty? Is not every state In this
Unijon In full enjoyment of liberty angd
self-government. and can it be sup-
posed that the Cubans, If they at any
[time should agree to ask for adml!ssion
to the sisterhood of states on equal
terms with the others, would be for.
ever harred from obtalning recognition
on account of the declaration that the
 war is not for conquest? The absurdi-
ty I3 evident. Should It be found pos.
glble to restore order and peaceful con-
ditlons in Cuba and to educate the peo-
ple In the art of self-government until
they are matured enough to exercise
 that privilege In union with her tibera-
tors and educators--that would be in
perfect harmony with the announced
policy of this govermment at the be-
Einning of the war. It would bes im-
possible to conceive of any more per-
fect consummation of the purpose for
which the struggle was commenced,
The liberty given to Cuba under the
protecting wing of the American eagle
would he far more excellent than that
enjoyed by some of the small republies
where milltary dictatorship seems to
be the order of the day.

i

- With regard to the Phillppine. islands,

, It cannot be urged that their retention



