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DISOOTJUSE celved me' sorme spirit. They wereThat is-t- he ext-princlpl-Isees; those doctors,those lawyers, the
expounders of the , Mosaic law, tlie
men that were looked up to by theii i . .

on Sunday evenings, ,where we can
meet together in a ward capacity,and bear our testimony to the truth,or receive instructions from our
Bishops and from, the missionaries
who may visit us from time to time.
And daring the week we have many
opportunities of assembling togetherto hear the word of life, to talk to one
another of the things of God and be
instructed in our various duties, both
temporal and spiritual.,. Then we
have the great privilege given us of
Uod, that all the time we may draw
near unto the throne of grace and
receive for ourselves, individually as
well as collectively, the power of
the Holy Spirit to enlighten us In
rearard to the Durooaea of tiod. - to

those that know not God, and obey
not the gospel; to cleanse the earth
aa with the besom of destruction,
and to subdue ail things to Himself.

Well, what did they do with this
young man who bore this testimony
that the gospel I in . all Its ancient
purity and power had been restored
to the earth? .What did they do
with him? They hunted him from
place to place, from city to city, per-
secuting him on the right hand and
on the left. So-call- ministers of
the gospel preaehed all manner of
falsehoods against him. They stir-re- d

up the populace again t him,
and time and time again he was
taken by Wicked hands and cat into
prison. Some forty-nin- e, time be
was accused of various crimes, but
no conviction could be had. At
last they got hku into Carthage Jail.

guard was placed around the pri
eon to tntka his friend rel-
ievo- that be . was aafe, ' and
just as soon - as this idea
was established, the mob with their
faces blackened burst into the prison
and slew-th- e prophet and his brother
Hyrum, who died for the truth aud
for the testimony of Jesus, the last;
words the Prophet was beard to say
were, "O Lord, my God."

Joseph Smith, a' prophet of God,
was rejected Of . men like unto the
ancient prophets. He came to a
wicked and perverse generation. He
came to a people who had turned
away from God and followed
arter the ways of men. He
came to a people who worshipped
God with their lips, while their
hearts were far from Him. He came
to a people who loved darkness

Well, now we art- - here, what do
we intend to do? We will find out
the law of God as fast as we con and
by the help of God we will live it.
We will try to carrry this gosribl to
the uttermost parts of, tho earth,
east, west, north and south. We
are willing to go any number or miles
to any nation, bearing our own ex-

penses generally. ' What for? To'
preach this gospel and bear testi-
mony that God has fcpoken from the
heavens. But some may say, "You
are a very bad people. You marry
many wives and are raising up a
host o! children." Well, we are no
worse than the father of the faith- - .

tult Abraham, the friend of God .and
if you do not like men who have
more wives than one, I am very
much afraid that when you get to
to the gates of tho holy cily, 11 io
Kew Jerusalem, on. which will ixs
inscribed tlie names of twelve men
who were the sons of four wemvu
by one mam and If you should pass
through the gates Into tlie celestial
city, and find Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob In tho kingdom of God, with
their wives and children as the be-

ginning of their everlasting glory
and dominion, that you will bay, "I
want to go somewhere else: let me
get out of tliis city, it is inhabited
by loIygamlsU." v )

Before I sit down let me nay, my
friends that those in this communi-
ty who have married more wives'
than one have done so from pure
motives. But some people cannot
comprehend that. This generationis so corrupt and eo licentious that
some cannot understand bow a man
can marry one wife from pure mo-

tives. Now If you can understand
the feelings and motives with which
a virtuous man marries the Wife of
his youth, " for , better or worse,",
then you can comprehend the mo-
tives of the Latter-da- y Hainls when
they marry more wives, : for the
same promptings that actuated
them In the flrstplace, actuate them
in : the next. ' God Almighty has
given us a ' revelation concerning
this; matter. We marry our
wives under divine direction and di-

vine sanction and under the same
holy priesthood that has jowcr to
administer baptism ' for tho remit- -
slon of sins and the laying on of .

hands for the gilt of the Holy Ghost,
and " whatsoever it shall bind on
earth shall be bound in heaven: aud
whatsoever it shall loose on earth
shall be loosed in heaven." I have ,

no time, however, to dwell on this
subject, but I will just say that our
marriage is celestial marriage for
time and all eternity like that with
which Adam was married to Kve in
the Garden of Jden when they
were immortal beings, and wlien
there was no one to unite them but
God. Christ died also for them and
though they were divided by death
they will come forth and be united
again as glorious resurrected beings. .

As our hymn says:
44ConK to me; here are Adam aud Eve at Uie

bead, - . -

Ot a multitude quickened and raised from tUo
t dead; ,; j - s

Here are worlds that bare boen, aud tbe

yi'l worlds yet trbet
Here eternity end lour ' mon. Come to

no i longer Sectaries, Pharisees, Sa-dnce- es,

Essencs, Herodiausor of any
otlier sect: they were "all baptized by
one spirit into one body,whether Jew
or Gentile, bond or free,? and they
had one Lord, one faith, one bap-
tism and one hope of their ! calling."
Hence you see one of its eflects was to
make all see eye to eye. They
were no loneer divided in their opin
ions in resrard to these matters, but
were united, seeing alike and un
derstanding alike. Now, some will
say it is impossible for people of dlf--

ferentiv constructed minus to see
and know alike. Why? If they will
only reflect a little, they will see
that this is not the case. now
many people will dispute that five
times four make twenty? J Is there
anybody that disputes that? In that
case all people understand alike.
And so in regard to any of the prln- -

dpet of mathematics when under-
stood. Now if w can agree in re.
card ta these things, why not in re
gard to spiritual things? ; If we are
ail influenced by the same spirit,
why should We not see eye to eye?
There is a day to come when "the
earth shall be full of the knowledge
au4A-.'jth- e Lord as the waters cover
the sea, and wf ten no one aoau neea
say to his neighbor, Know ye the
Lord lor all shall know Him from
the leMSt to the greatest.'' All snail
see and. comprehend alike, being
baptized by one spirit and having
the glorious boon of the Holy Ghost,
the Comforter, which reveals the
things of God and makes them
plain to the human mind. The gifts
of the spirit are enumerated by St.
Paul m the 12th chanter or uonn- -
ui laxw. To m, be Bays. "Is Riven
the word of wisdom; lo another the
word or Knowledge; to anotner iaitn;to. another the sifts of healing; to
another the working of miracles,"
etc. different gifts to different rter-sou- s,

all by tlie same spirit; i What
etee? "Why," pays the ! Apostle
fauL'the fruit of the. spirit is love,
Joy, fieace, longsufferlug, gentleness,
goodness, faith, meekness, temper
ance." These are some of the iruita
of the spirit, and according to the
amount of the outpouring of that
spirit upon the different individuals,
so will oe their possession; of these
various gifts internally and eiter.
nally. If a.man having the Holy
Ghost prays that he might have
the eift of toneucs. and sets bis
heart upon it, be will get it.1 What!
in this age or the world?. .Why, cer
tainly, if the Holy Ghost has not
changed. v. f

Oh," says one. "I do not believe
In any suoU thing. , There is no rev-
elation now-a-day- s. ' There Is no ad-

ministration of anssls; that Is all
visionary, all nonsense. There is no
prophesying now-a-da-ys : by the gift
of the Holy OlMiet; there is
no ; communion . with the Eter-
nal Father now. Xesusi Christ
has been, shut ' out from the
gaze of men, for centuries And they
will not see His face again? Whydo people talk in that way? .Because
ue rioiy unost has ceased to wora
among the children of men. Hzn- -
dreds of sects and thousands .of
preachers, but no Holy Ghost. Hosts
or men claiming to be sent, tout-no- t

one of them with authority from the
Almighty. Trained to be preachers
paid to be preachers, desiring to be
preachers, but no commurJon with
the heavens, and therefore no autho
rity from God. In fact they harvexepu- -
diateu tne very idea or muc& a tnwg,
and a man who declares that he has
communion with the heavens
and authority from God simply gets
iaugneu at, ana the cry la "Away
with him, he is au impostor, let him
be put ta death," Just aa they did in
me oays or Jesus and in the days oi
the old Prophets. ! ji

jnow in our own time, la the gen
eration in which we live, a young
man came forth bearing testimony
that he had had a vision in which
he beheld the Father and the Son;
and the Lord told him that the
world had irone astray and that the
time was near at hand when tine
gospel should be restored In all Its
fullness, attended by all Its. ancient
power, gifts and blessings. After
wards he testified mat divine beings
had come down from on nijrii mud
ordained htm to the authority which
they held when thev were ! men in
the flesh. He testified that Jonu
the Baptist, the same who baptised
Jesus, came and ordained htm to the
same Priesthood that he held, and
sent him as second forerunner to
prepare the way before the second
coming of the Bedeemer; After
wards he testified that Peter, James
and John, who held the keys of the
Apostleship in early times,came and
ordained him to the same Apostle-
ship which they held, and sent him
forth to administer in the same way
that they were authorized to admin
later when they were in the flesh.
What was the consequence? All the
world was turned against him; and
particularly men professing to be
ministers of the Gospel. "All such
things," they said, are done away
with, do not listen to rum, he is
vile imposter." ' But la aplte eftM
he bore - his testimony, and , people
who had been looking for the resto
ration of tho everlasting Gospel re-
ceived his ministry. HIa words pen-
etrated their hearts; they repented,
were baptized, and bad bands Jakl upon them for the reception of the Holy
Ghost , But did they get the Holy
Ghost? So they say. They testified
to having received the various' gifts

the gift of tongues, the interpre-
tation of tongues, prophecy, etc; the
lame were made to walk; tho ears
of the deaf were ' unstopped; the
eyes of the blind were opeaed. They
say, "I know that Jesus 1 . the
Christ; I know that Petes' testi
mony is true, and I know &at this
man, who is cast out as an Lapostor;
is a prophet of God; the Hcy Ghost
so testifies to me. lam not depend-ent upon bis testimony. Clod, my
Father, has revealed this to me,ana
I know it." The work went on.
Men were ordained with the same
authority and went to the different
nations and wherever they went tho
same eflects followed Jew or Gen-

tile, bond or tree, Scandinavian or
German, Italian or French, Eng-
lish, Scotch, Welah or Irish, all re-
ceived this testimony; were baptized
Into the same e'rlt, and received
the same rifts; This ia why we are
here dweiiin? together-l- a these
mountain valleys. Wo havo all re-
ceived the fame gospalt the same
testimony. Our testimony to all the
world is wo know that God lives: we
know that Jesus ia the Son of God;
we know that the atonement was
wrought out for us. and, all tho
work! who will receive it; we know
that we have received a remission
of oar sins: we know that the Lord
has brought ua up out of the miry
clay and placed our feet upon a roc2
rid not a new son? In our mouths
of everLt'rts prt!-- " to Cl rd th
Lamb. We are aa lo& ; xorwaxu
to the trrond cot-.-rr cXJ2 r-- 1

k the time ia not tzr u- - tsnt when H
I shall come and rcit fra po--a U

cording to the manner he have
availed ourselves of them, either in
cultivating the good and rejectingthe evil, or in rejecting the good and
cultivating the evil. We are all re-

sponsible individuals. Every person
who arrives at the years of account-
ability becomess a responsible being.
He is responsible to' the Being who
created him, to God who is the Fa-
ther of his spiritual nature; for
although we are all living under va-
rious circumstances here upon the
earth, although mankind is made up
of different races, yet, so far as our
spiritual nature, the real individual,
Is concerned, we are the sons and
daughters of God, who is the Father
of the spirits of all men. and He
that "hath determined the times
before appointed and the bounds of
their habitation," has eent us His
sons and daughters to dwell upon
the earth in earthly bodies, some of
us in one part or the world and some
in another, but we are all the chil-
dren of one Father, and therefore
we are all brethren and sisters. And
the time will come when our Father,who has sent us here for an experi
ence, for a schooling, for an educa
tion, that we might understand the
things that pertain to this lower
sphere and grapple with evil and
overcome it, will judee as with a
righteous Judgment, and we will all
go to the place which we havo fitted
ourselves for by our earthly acts.

Piow, the jjordJn the beginnlne of
our temporal existence on the earth,
placed within us this spirit of life
and light, and if we would be actu-
ated by that spirit and walk in tlie
path;tbat leads to the .Father's pres
ence, we would get so near to Him
that we would learn of Him person
ally. But all have gone astray, and
when we take up the history of man
kind and view it in the varions acres
and among the various races of men,
we nna that they nave ali been
prone to do evil; that the great bulk
of tlie human family, at any rate.
have loved darkness rather than
light; that they have loved error ra-
ther than truth, and that they have
been led by the Evil One rather than
by the spirit which cornea from the
l.'' 1 1 tin i I i.f ti.uisr. w una jraus vurisb vame
upon, the earth. He told . the peo-
ple that if He had not come
among them, they would not have
had sin, but now that He had come
among them they had no cloak for
their sin. WhyT ".Because," said
the Savior, "light is come into the
world, and men love darkness rather
than light, because their deeds were
evil." And as Christ came in the
meridian of time to reveal the Fa-
ther to the children of men, so far
as they could understand Him, so at
different times during the world's
history God has sent holy men, in
spired of the Holy Ghost, men au
thorized of mm to declare ilia word
to the people that they might have
life, that they might, if they pleas
ed, choose the light and walk there-
in, or choose the darkness and walk
therein.

But how has it been with those
holy men? Have the people of the
world generally received them?
Have they welcomed them and their
testimony? Have they hailed with
joy the messengers from the Holy
One, bringing light and truth and
glad tidings of great Joy? iso. We
nna wnen we come to investigatethe matter, that In all ages of the
world the nronhets of God have been
rejected of men. Jesus, the Son of
God, had to say to the people In His
day, "which of the prophets have
not your fathers slain?" and Heto'.d
the people of Ills day that upon
them would come "all the righteous
blood shed upon the earth, from the
blood of righteous Abel unto the
blood of Zachariaa, son of Baracbias,
whom they slew between the tern--

pie and the altar. Verily, I say
unto you, all these things shall
come upon this generation." Why?
.Because they had the testimony or
those previous prophets, they had
the testimony of those holy men
who had come in former ages, and
they could see, by reading the his
tory of the past, how wickedly man
kind had rejected the servants of
God, and yet, when tlie Lord Jesus
Christ, the Bon of God, came rightinto their own midst they rejected
Him, and in rejecting Him they
alio rejected the prophets which
were belore Him, who predicted His
coming, and tlie blood of all was to
come upon that generation. . This 1b

how it has been in all ages of the
world, the prophets have been re
acted, if a man came wno natter

ed the people, who spoke the entic
ing words of man's wisdom, or . ac-

cording to the learning and science
of the age in which he . came, they
would receive him with open arms,
they would welcome him to their
hearts, they would receive his teach
ing, they would feast and applaud
him, they would clothe and feed
him and make him rich. But if a
man came with the word of the
Lord, with authority from the
Holy One. to minister. In the name
of the Most High, they would re- -

ect him aud put Him to
death. Take un the Bible and
read the history of the old prophets.
What was their fate? Why, j ust as
Paul tells us in his epistle to tne He
brews. They were stoned,' sawn
asunder, beheaded, persecuted,counted as not fit to live save it was
in dungeons and caves of the earth:
they were afflicted, tormented and
rejected.

Some people who- - live in these
times say, perhaps, Oh, but if we
had lived in those days we would
have received the servants of God,
we would have hearkened to the
voice- - of the prophets, we would
have rejoiced to hear the vrorde of
men sent of God, men holding au
thorny from the Most nigh, men
who could communicate with the
heavens, we would have looked
upon them as deliverers from our
doubts, from our darkness, from our
divisions, from our strife, from our
lack of knowledge." Would you?
Are you Bure of that? If you had
lived upon the earth in the days
when Jesus Christ came, how
would you Jbave told that Jesus was
really the Christ? How would you
have found it out? The people to
whom He' came rejected Him.
There was no special mark. eel iipon
Him by which mankind Could dis
cern that lie was the Chris W There
was only on way bywhich- - it could
be found out whether Jesus was the
Christ .or not. And wfa-wa- s that
way? Wbybr reveiatldii from'
God, and Jf you andTTItad lived InJ
these times and did not believe in
revelation from GaJi hQw.istronl l we
have found out that JeMiscfMaza
retb, wa the Christ? v We read that
the dlBcfpfeiT on; one . occasion were
asked by Jesui . Christ.f Whem
men ay that I the Son of Man am?
And they r&ic!. some - ray that thou
art Jc'-i-a tthe Baptist;. someXlias;
ana others, jerenurjs. or"; erne ot tne
prophets. XJe Jitf JUiitO themjUutwhom &ay ye that r am. And Bxmon
Peter answered and aakL Xhoa art
the Christ, tiie Son of the Livfc- -

Cod." Now, bow did Ptter Cad that

next is lo get remission ot past sins.
vy rry," aome win say,"ir a man xb-

pent) is be not forgiven?" Iot at
all.' A man may contract a: heavy
debt at a store, but his being sorry
for ? having t contracted the ' deut
would not vav off the ' old score,
Faith and repentance, then, are the
nrss and second principles or tne
Gospel of Jesus Christ, the first and
second steps towards the attainingor that great boon, the Holy Unost,
the Comforter. - What is .the next
step? To be buried in water in the
likeness of Jesus Christ' death by
a man holding authority from God
to administer that ordinance, aud to
be raised up from the water bv that
person in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost This ordinance ia for the re
mission of tins not that water
eleanses the man spiritually, not
that the water washes away any
sins the man may have committed.
The blood of Chriit alone cleansetu
from all sin.' That blood was shed
for all humanity, but all humanity
win only obtain the benefits nowing
therefrom by obedience to the nxed
laws that relate to tlie-- matter and
pertain to salvation. We must obey
tne commandments or the Lord to
obtain the blessings of the i Lord
"Not every one that salth unto me
Lord, Lord, shall ; enter into tue
klntrdom of heaven, but he that
doeth the will of my Father, who is
in heaved."-Jes- us Christ set the
nattern. He went down into the
river Jordan: He . was baptised of
John: He was - raised up from the
ww. and then the Father testified
that He was Well pi wm. kci.The Holv Ghost descended In the
sio--n of a dove, and the Father spoke
from the. heavens sayms tnat xae
was well pleased.' Now, here are
the Holy Trinity all bearing witness
to this ordinance the Sou m the
water, the Holy Ghost descending,
nd the Fathor In tho Heavens ut

tering His voice saying, "This is my
Beloved Bon. in whom I am wen
pleased." Christ set us an example
that we should follow in His
steps. The man that baptized Jesus
Christ had a rich t to baptize HIdj,
he had authority from God. and if
he had not that authority the bap
tiam would have been void, Just Jike
the baptisms In the so-call- unris- -

tlan world to-da- y. Any man 1
pre-tendi- ne

to be an official who is not
a dona fide official, cannot perform a
valid official act,ail his acts are void,
and any man who baptizes another

even if he uses the form, the for
mula, all exactly right according to
the pattern if he has not authority
from the Father, and the Son aud
the Holy Ghost to baptize,
the baptism he performs is no--

thins but a bath. Why should be
use the name of theFather,and of the
Son and of the Holy Ghost7 JJoes ne
notj Imply that he has authority
from the Trinity? And if he has not
authority from the Trinity, then
the baptism is without etiect; it is
as though it never was. Christ was
baptized by John, a man called of
God, a prophet of God, a .man hold-

ing authority-- to - baptize. I Jesus
Christ also received His authority
from3tod. We read that He "glo-
rified notHimself, to, be midean
High Priest, but He that said unto
Him, ; Thou, art my Bon, xo-a- ay

hare I begotteenThee. ' ". . .

L'hou art a priest forever after tne
order of Melchlsedek." Christ re-
ceived His priesthood from the Fa
ther. Christ bestowed that same
authority upon His apostles, saying
to them, "As my Father nam sent
me, even so Fend i you." jnow here
is the pattern: Those who believe
and repent mst be taken down into
the water and be buried rrom tneir
old lives, must put off the old man
wiln lus deeds, must do Duricu in
the likeness of Christ's burial and
raised up again in the likeness of
Christ's resurrection. Then, when
they come forth from the water, if
they have believed, repented, and
been baptized by a man sent of God
to baptize then, "though their sins
be a scarlet, they shall be as white

.a k I Iflas snow: tuouzn titey ue reu nao
crimson, they shall be as wool."
They are cleansed, they come forth
to a new birth, thty are born of the
water, aud every time they partake
of the holy sacrament they witness
to God that, they will continue in
His ways, walk-I- n hiar paths, that
they have put-- on Christ, and that
they "will remember Him to keep
His commandments in ail things.
Now when people r are thug properly
cleansed, and , purified r and made
white, like unto newborn babes on
entering into the world, without
blemish or spot, then their taberna
cles are fit to receive the Holy Ghost.
How does it come? Like the remis-io- n

of sins, it comes according to
fixed laws; it comes through the lay
ing on of hands or men appointed vy
the Almighty to administer. They
lay their hands upon the baptized
believer and they confirm upon him
the Holy - Ghost? Can a nan
confer the gilt of tho Holy
Ghost? - Iso; man is but
the minister; the Holy Ghost come
from God; but this is the plan set and
fixed in the economy of the heavens
wherebv people dwelling upon tho
earth shall receive this gift. Faith,
repentance and baptism, then the
gift of the Holy Ghost, by the lay
in ir on of bands. ' -

Now. if you will take up the New
Testament you will find that this la
the plan the Apostles followed iu
every Instance wherever they went
to preact! me wora oi ine joru.
They called upon people to believe
iu Jesus whom the Jews crucified,
and to be baptized for a remission of
their sins, then have - bands laid
u pro. them for therreception of the
Holy Ghost. They had authority to
baptize, i but they' did not. always
have authority to confer the gift of
the Holy Ghost. Philip went down
to Samaria add preached the word of
the Lord and a great many were bap-
tized, but they did not receive the
Holy Ghost, although they believed
in Jesus and were baptized.'" They
could not receive that gift until some
one came down from Jerusalem hav-
ing authority, but when Peter and
John came down and laid their bands
upon them, then the Holy Ghost
fall upon them. When people re-

ceived this Holy Spirit in olden
times whs t were itsi eCectponthem? We read here in the INew
Testament that people bad an In-

ward witness that they were accep-
ted of God. That was the blessing
evei y man' and - woman' in the
Church enjoyed ia olden tfuaea? It
was no longer a. matter of .pecnla-tion;the- y

bad the Comforter, the
Holy Ghost, the Spirit of .the Lord,
which revealed the things of" the
Father and Son tt them,, and they
could say like Peter, "Thou art the
Chriat the Hon of too living Uod."
'God has revested It . to me, rd I

know it. I am no longer In doubt.
My faith has grown to knowledge.
I know tlicun Invest, vl ow
that Christ is thy Son; and T Tmow
tnat I am our Uiet rata wnivu leads
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7n fA Tabernacle. Salt Lake Citv.
Sunday Afternoon, May

. 1st, 1880. ,
RKlUKTKX BV JOHN IRVINE.

Wk have met this afternoon, mr
brethren and sLstera anJ friends, to

- worship Uod the Eternal Jather in

triwt under .the Influence of His
Jl:ly Knirit, and I pray that thattl lr it may rnt upon thU entire coo--

anu mat i may be en- -
iiijiiieiiea ry it influence o as to

$iio to say something thla after- -
1 ! which will edify and Instruct
IIm t'OnjireKation. Haring been

. mllhl ujcjii io sejk to you I liope I.
f-'- i all liavo 3'our attwntiou aud the
luMibtit of your faith and your pray- -
fif.m that such subject may be

to my niind as will be pro-liUb- lu

fur ua to under upon on tliia

!Ve are partaking of the emblems
of tlie lo Jy and blood of Jesus Chrlat
the Jtedeemer of the world. We do
this" in remembrance of Him, in

of the atonemeiit which
i le wrought for us aud for all man.
kind who will lUten to His voice
and obey HU commandments, and
nUo to direct our thoughts to another

reat event in connection with the
1 1 is lory of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ, which is yet to take place.
We take this, sacrament this after-inx- n

not only in remembrance of
the bast but to direct our minds to
the future We partake of it to wit-ite- nj

that weVx-liev- e in tile atonement
wrought Cut- - by the .Lord Jenu.s on
the Mount of Caivery, aud aUo that
wo exjot his reap(-nraic-

e on the
arth. Wo exi'Ct that Ho will come

aeiin. not the next time as the
'.ale of liethlehem, not the next
time to be duMpised and rejected of
men,i man of sorrows and acquaint

' i with grief, but as the Lord of
life and glory, as the King of Israel
to sit iijou the throne of his fatlier

David, to rule from the rivers to the
ends of the earth; not to be brought
unto the subjection of men. but to
have ail thinur made subject to Him;
not to bear His cross up the side of
Ualvery, but to come as a monarch,as a ruler of men, as the rightful
.Lord and Kin? of this earth upon
which rwe live. In partaking
or these emblems this aiternoon,

. then, our minds are carried back
to f the past, and carried
forward to the future, and when we
hold a piece of bread, blessed by
the nervanta of Uod, in our Hands,
we take It in token and witness to
J'd thatt. we believe Jn Him of

Whamylhis piece of bread is a repre
sentatlve. . this bread is to us a re--
'irexentation of the body of Christ
roken for us. When we drink of

the cup we do so in rememberanee
of II is blood and as a witness to Uod
Had to each other that we believe in
Jesu Chrl-t- . Not only that, but
we also bear testimony before the
heavens and one another that we

' arc wiliiug to take upon us
the! name of Jesus Christ
and remember. Him and keep
the commandments which he has
given unto us. So that in our public
aseinblies on Sunday afternoon
or the sabbath day if you please to
call it bo wo come together to re-
new our covenants, to make mani- -
fust before God and one another our
fcellugs and desires in relation to
these matters, to witness to the
heavens and the earth that we are
called to be saints, that we have
come out of the world, that we have
separated ourselves from that which
i evil, and. dedicated consecrat-
ed ourselves to the service of God,
to carry ut His purposes on the
uarth, to l guided by Ills Spirit, to
i) prompted by the same motives
thai actuated our L rd aud Saviour
Jlwiix Christ when he was a man
auvn men, to reuew our coveuants
Ufore Uod that we will serve "111m
1 trail things, and that we will prefer

- the truth a it is in Christ Jesus,lnt wo will prefer the Klnjrdona of
11 k! a tie h-.t- Ret it up on the earth
in the latter davs above all other
thint; that we will place in our es-

timation first the Kindon of Uod
and II is t Igh teousness with the hope

. aa l b.-Ji- ef that if we do this ali otlier
. ihiiixs shall bo added unto us as we

need them.
Thin,' then, w a solemn occasion

ami although we have the privilege
of meeting as we do this afternoon
eve(y lord's Day, yet it is none the
loss oacred and tthoukl be none the
l"s- - solemn to us, and we should

on this occasion to call
in ourx.ttered thoughts, to refrain
from thinking upon the things of
tli i- - world, our cares, our busiueis,
the a flairs that belong outside of the
'l'aUirnacle, and 5oncentrate our
thoughts and our feelings and our
desires towards Uod aud the thiugs
of Ujd, so that His Spirit may brood
overj Us, and ttiat we may be refresh-
ed tUereby; tliat we may be spiritu-- '
ally jnourntmt aud fed; that when
we leave our meeting place we may
gouway otreugtlieued and preparedto bitUo witii iho ills of life and
witl tlio eviUof thL world. I no m its

tiiiuk that if we were deprived
for a little season of the privilege of
meeting together aud partakiug ol
t!ie sacred emblems we would at-ta- ol

more imprtauce to our meet-iai- s
aud to tlie ordinances of the

liord's House. If we were deprived
of the privilege of listen! an to the
voloe of t tie servants of Uod instruct
lug us in our duties for a tima, pei-- )
hara we would value their teachings
more than we do. The absence of
the muiic this afternoon from our
lartte'orxau put me In mind of this.
I am sorry we cannot have musks
from the orcan to-da- y. I like to hear
tlie tones that come from that fine
instrument, an organ built by the
handiwork of the people of God, of
this community, when played
uuou by a good musician. .Per
haps if we are deprived of the
use of that organ for a little
while we will value it the more after
the repairs are completed. So it is
with our public gatherings; so it is
with the various means of grace that
axe so abundantly bestowed upon ua
as the children of God. God has been
very merciful to ua la affording us

' o many privileges of Instruction.
I All the time there Is a voice saying,Hhls is the way. walk ve in it--

There is ho need for any man or anywomu among uie Latter-da- y

wamta to go astray for the lack of
instruction, we have our public
meetings m our settlements on theSabbath day, where the people come
xujoui.i w wurauip ue ather Inthe name of the Son, whare theyan .MAAl v. a trie .- w. w vuipourings or tne
spirit in a collective canacitv. .

eongregatioi. We have our Sun..v
(Schools to which we can eend our li u
tie chUdren that they may be taught
in lub way vi uie, anu in me pathsof holiness and virtue before the

jews aa jignts oi learning, men mat
had studied the holy Scriptures and
made the teaching of them a profes
sion, men mat prayed long prayers
on the corners of the street and bad
passages, of scripture tewed uponthe hem of their garments bow
was it that Peter found out that Je
sus was the.-- Christ, the Bon of the
Living God, and the rest of the peo--
pie couju not nna oucr "Ana Jesus
answered and said unto him. Blot
Red art thou, Simon Bar-Jon-a: for
flesh and blood hath not revealed it
unto thee, but my Father which to
In heaven. And I say unto thee,that thou art Peter, and upon this
rock I will build my church; and the
gates of hell shall not prevail againstit." , What rock? Peter," some-
body will say. The name of Peter
iCephas, tignlfles a stane. and peo
ple ; mink mat (jurist built Ills
church upon Peter. Well. If He
did He built it on a poor foundation;
for it was only a little while after
this, in accordance with the predic-
tion of Jesus, that Peter was put
under a severe trial which caused
him to deny the Loid that boughthim. The Deonle declared that Peter
was alone with thoee that were with
Jesus and he denied the accusation
and swore that he never knew Him.
Well, it was upon this rock of reve
lation that the Lord would build His
church. It was by revelation that
i'eter knew that Jesus was the
Christ. No man can find oat that
Jesus is the Christ except-b- y that
name spirit; no m.n om - know- thsU
He is the Lord but by the Holy
Ghost.' Now, there may be a great
many people say that Jesus is the
Christ. How do you knoufl "Well,"

believe it." Why? Because I
have been brought up a Christian.
and therefore I believe it. But do
you know that Jesus is the Christ?
--No, you cannot know unless you get
a revelation from God to that effect.
You may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, you may have been trained
up in that belief, but you cannot
know it unless God shall reveal it to
you. It is only "by the power of the
Holy Ghost that this knowledge can
come to the children of men, neither
can knowledge come to anyone con-
cerning the things of God except bytne same spirit.Now this gift of the Holy Ghost,
as I before remark edi Is the jrreatest
boon that can be conferred upon
mortal- - men, because by it they can
discern and comprehend the things
of God and without It they cannot.
They may reflect upon them, pon-
der upon them, speculate about
them; they may come to certain con
clusions in their own mind by rea-
son and logic, but they cannot ob
tain a knowledge of these thingsunless it is by the power and gift of
the Holy Ghost, which is a spirit of
revel ition. How can this gift be
obtained? It can only be obtained
in the ; way that the Father, has
pointed out. The way is slain and
simple, but there is only ene way.
The Lord does not confer ais gifts
ust as people please. The 5od who

governs the universe has a way of
his own. He does not ask im how
we want seed time and harvest re
gulated, or how the earth shall re-

volve upon its axis, or how it ehaU
move around the sun. Me does not
ask us when we want warm weath-
er, or cold weather, nor when we
want the rain or snow to decend, or
the clonds to move away and leave
the sun to shine . forth in all Its
splendour. He governs the universe
by fixed laws that cannot be turned
out pf their way by the whims of
men. And so it is in the spiritual
universe. Earthly things are a pat
tern of heavenly things, and as there
are laws that govern oysicI things
so there sre also fixed laws that gov.
erni spiritual tilings. There is a
way by which this gift of the Holy
Ghost as a spirit of revelation, to
make manifest the things of the
Father and of the Sou and make
them plain to mortal men in the
flesh can be obtained. ; What ia it?
It ia pointed ou t very clearly in ' the
scriptures, but strange to say the
creat duik or tne people wuo proiees
to believe in the scriptures, do not
take that way when it is made plain
to their understanding, in the first
place, according to the scriptures,
men must- - believe in God. They
cannot come to Him without they
believe in Him. Faith, must be
qu likened in the human heart, and
all people nave power to ueneve.
When a servant or uoa, inspired oy
the Holy Spirit, preaches the word
of life, those who are desirous of the
truth will be' stirred up Into
laiih by the power of his
testimony and his preaching and
the authority of . the priesthood he
bears. That natural light that en
lightens every man that cornea into
the world will be . awakened, f or
light cleaveth unto 11. ht, and truth
cleaveth unto truth; and as the light
of the sun when it streams over the
mountain tops wakens up the lat
ent liffht in the earth, and as the
warm ray 8 pouring down waken
its latent warmth, o me lOHiimouy
of the servant of God, by tne power
of the Holv Ghost and the authority
which he hJds wakens up the na-
tural Mnirlt of Jnteilhtenee born in
every man and woman, and the te
tiraony lie pears win miu an ecno in
their hearts, the truth he presents
will bo made plain to their under
standing and they will see as he
sees. He bears testimony that God
lives- -

" Why? ' .Because he knows it.
He i knows it by communion with
Him through - the power and eift
and iicrht of the Holy Uhest, and
as he bears testimony to the people
that God lives and that he is sent
with a message from Him, they b- -

irin to believe. rBut If men believe
in Uod they must also believe in
Jesus Chi 1st as the Savior of the
world, as the Redeemer of man;they
must believe He is the Son of God,
because all men come to God . by
Jesus Christ. . His name ia the key
word of salvation. By Him we have
access to the Father, and we cannot
enmo to the Father but by the Son.
The servant or uou aiso Dears tesn
mony that he know that Jesus who
died onCalvery i the Bon of God
and, the Bedeemer of the world and
that he ia eent as a witness of this,
to? bear his testimony concerning
these' things." Then, bavin? ex
cised , faith in God and in Jesus
Christ, a natural desire springs up
to cbey the commandments of God
and of Jesus Christ. Those who be-

lieve see that they have" transgress
ed, that they have slrned,and come
abort or the glory or God, and eesire
tn nutawav their sin and cease to
t eviL s sThla is repentance. What

J fh next rtrtnciole? Faith first.
All things must spring from faith,
TCT Without faith it is Imfossfble to
niMos ll.n l Knith la theilrst prin
ciple, repentance comes next. I do
not mean a mourning, a wt: I
do not mean throwing one's self into

of grief and anxiety of
Faroxysms a fixed determinaton,
i. KRiT,of God.toMaaatoda what

strengthen us against sin, to enable
us to cultivate the good that is in us
and growununto Him who k our 11 v
ing head in all things, even tlie Lord
Jesus. . , : H

1 nia ia tne ereatt a I boon : that
could ne conferred unon mortal
while dwelling in the flesh, the eift
oi me noiy unost, tne comforter,the spirit of truth, which reveals
unto men the things of the Father
--" v tuo KJllt WUIUU 19 m BpiniUill
Jignt lo the Inward being, which is
the same to the .splritoal nature of
man as the light that streams from
the sun is to the physical nature of
man. As we are able to see the va
rious physical objects of creation bytne jignt or tne sun, or as we call Jt,
natural light, so by the aid of this
spiritual liirhtwe can discern the
things of God. and the v can be made
just as plain to our spiritual eye
sight by the power of the Holy Spir-
it, as the things of the earth, are
made plain to our natural eyes ' by
tne tower of tlie natural light that
comes from the sun, or any artificial
means which we may use or discov
er. The light which comes from
Uod to enlighten the mind of man.
to dome .degree is universal ly diffused
like the light of the glorious sun. It
is the true light that lighteth every
man that cometh into the world.
There is no person born Into- - this
world who breathes the breath of
life but who at the same time re-
ceives a portion of this divine spirit,this divine illumination. This bless-
ing la not confined to people who
are called "Christian,'' it Is not
confined to any particular branch of
the human family. AH people who
live and move and have a being on
the face of the earth are enlightened
measurably, by this Spirit of truth
which comes from God. It la the
light and the life of the world at the.
same time. Just as we read in the
first chapter of the Gospel according
to St. John. Speaking in regard to
Jesus, who is there called the word,
we read: "In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God;
and tlie Word was God. The
same was in the beginning with
God. All things were made by Him,
and without Him was not anything
made that was made. In Him was
lite,, and the life was the light of
men." "That was the
true light that lighteth every man
that cometh into the world." This
is that spirit of intelligence spoken
of in the Bosk: of Job. We read
there that "There is a spirit in man,
and the inspiration of the Almighty
giveth them understanding." If we
have any understanding at all, any
intelligence at all, any natural Intel-
ligence born with us into the world,
it is tlie gift o, God. He that cre-
ated the heavens and the earth, the
seas and the fountains of water; He
that made the sun and his lightthereof He lighteth every man
that cometh into the world. This
is the same spirit which is called the
Comforter, although it does not ope
rate In the same degree as that
spirit which is called the eift of the
Holy Ghost, which we read about in
the New Testament, in the promi
ses of Jesus Christ to his disciples
and to those who would keep his
commandments; but all people born
into the world receive a portion of
divine light, and if they would grow
up under the influence of that lightaud be actuated at.d guided by its
whisperings all through their earthly
career, it would lead them gradually
up to the fountain of light, to "the
Father of lights, with whom is no
variableness, neither, shadow of
turning;" it would lead gradu-
ally to Uod, so that they could com-
mune with God while they remain
in the flesh; they would grow upnearer and nearer to Him, for they
would choose the good and refuse
the evil; they wou)d .take into their
nature that which 'would lead them
towards Uod, and they v oald repel
from them that which would lead
downward, they .would discern the
straight and narrow path that lead-et- h

unto life, and they would avoid
the broad road : which leadeth unto
destruction, in which so many of
the human family have walked from
the beginning. It is because the
people that dwell on the earth do
not listea to the "still small voice"
of that natural light which is bora
with them into the world that they
do not receive the things of God. It
is because they love that which a a--1
vora rf darkness and of evil that
they do not comprehend the things
of Uod as they are in Him, and that
they are shut out from that commu
nication which all people might
have if they would walk in the right
way. . . . ,

We are placed here in a worm or
opposites. Just as it was symbolized
lu theuaraen or ixien wun regaru
to the tree of life and the tree of
death, or the tree of the knowledge
of good a .id evil, ho it is nere. Ail
througn tne ages that are past,uou
has placed before lila children good
on the one hand aud evil on the
other, and it U the privilege of all
men to choose the good or the evil.
which they please. Their agency is
free. Uod will force no man to
heaven; he will allow no man to be
forced to helL We are placed here
where there is a mixture of good and
evil, of Uzht and darkness, of truth
and error, of sorrow. and Joy.of bitter
and sweet, of life and death; life
spiritual and death spiritual, and
also life and death natural. Why
are we placed, here in-- . a world, of

world of opposites? Tiiatdeath, in a' . . , . . . " -- . m

we may be testeu; mat we may oe
tried, and that we may: manifest to
God and angels and the ' heavenly
host, and to cne another what we
are fit for In the world to which we
are hastening. We are all hasten
mar to another sphere, and we shall
all be fudged for the deeds we have
don while we have dwelt in this
SDhere. All will be fudged accord
Ing to tteir wets .and torportealties,
according to the light that they
have received or tne ugnt mat tuey
might have received If it had pleas-
ed them to open their eyes to it, and
everyone in the due time of the
Lord will pe piacea wnere ne or iu
tsfittaba. Wewiil end our own
level. Just as water finds 'its nat-
ural level. The time will come
when ftverv snlrit will find its own
level .We will til . gravitate so
day into the clace v here we LL
and that place will be deterzri-- U

bv Our condition. eYrdin!T ; t") the

rather than light, and therefore theyOw osm1s of others who were In
the same position in prviousgethey slew the prophet of God. His
blood stains the soil of Illinois and of
the United States. His blood
smokes up to God with the blood of
Aoei and wun tne blood or an the
martyrs, and will be laid at the door
of a wicked and corrupt generation;ror aitnoucn ail did not imbrue
their bands In his blood, vet they
consented to the deed and were
ready to say, "served him right, we
are glad he is out of the way." The
same spirit is manifested toward our
leaders to-da- y. The world would
like to see them slaughtered too.
What harm did Joseph Smith ever
do the world. He bore testimony of
these things to those who professedto believe In this book (the Bible)
and who hug it to their bosoms and
sing:. ... T.'s,,,, -- -

7
"Holy Bible, book divine, ;
Precious tieasuie tfaou art mine,"

And they rejected the very truths
contained : in ' that book, that this
man, a prophet of ; th e Lord, pro-claim- ed

by the power of. the Holv
Ghost.' .. i r

We Latter-da- y Saints have slather
ed : from all parts of tlie world to
these valleys of the mountains, oc-

cupying a country north, south, east
and west, for about 600 miles.
Christ said that one of the slims of
His coming would be that "this gos
pel of the kingdom shall be preached
in all the world for a witness unto
all nations: and then shall the end
eome." , This gospel is being preach-
ed as a wltnesa unto all (nations and
the end is approaching, what else
did be say In connection .with this?
"And he suail send his angels with
algreat sound of a trumpet, and they
shall gather togother bis elect from
the four winds, from one end or
heaven to the other." Isaiah saw
them coming "as a eloud and as the
doves to their windows;" and
through him tho Lord has said,
"I will say to the north, give up,
and to the south, keep not back:
bring my sons from afar, and my
daughters from the ends of tlie
earth." We have come from the
nations of the earth to the tops of
tlie mountains to erect a house to
the God of Jacob, that we may learn
of His ways and walk in his paths.
God once more speaks to men cn tne
earth; Jesus Christ has revealed
Himself, and tue noiy unost, tne
Comforter, the spirit of truth, makes
manifest the things of the Father
and of the Son. "The Lord shall
suddenly come to Ilia temple," and
we xiv take of this sacrament to
keep ue in remembrance of this and
to prepare puneivea, ior tne uay is
near t hand. -

.
-

I bear my 'testimony to you, my
sisters and friends, in all

sincerity and .soberness, before uod
and tho angels, ttho beavens and
the earth, that know this work is
true. I am not dependent upon an
other person for this knowledge. I
know for myself I have received
this Gospel in my heart; I iaave
obeyed ita ordinances; I have recelv
ed of its spirit I know that God
lives. I know that this work will
roll on. ' I know that he Gospel will
be preached to very creature.
know that 'the lion eat and truth--
loving, who dare meet the frowns of
men, who dare face popular opinion
will coui out from me sects and
parties of the earth and from tho
different nations and countries, and
Wfcaptlzed Into this Church and re--
t elve the Holy Ghost, and thus be
drawn near to God and prepared for
the advent or turn Lord. They will
come rrom au parts or me earth.
This work will roll on. No govern
ment, or kingdom, or power, or pre
sident, or ruler, or monarch, can
stop Ua progress. It is not the work
of man. It is the work of the great
God. People marvel bow it ia this
people can be brought together in
hundreds and thousands, and be so
united. They think they are under
the nuXuenoa or some scheming
men, and that : wo are in
a i state cf bondage. - it ia
all nonsense and folly. . The
power that binds us together is the
power of the Holy Ghost, the power
or tne uomrorter, ine power or me
spirit of revelation. Tola power is
in our hearts. The union that binds
ua together fa brough t about by the
same power that binds together the
waters of the great sea. This sea of
humanity, composed of people of all
nations, has been acted upon by
the power and gift of the Holy
Ghost. That ' is where our unity
comes in; it ia our obedience to law
and to truth, not to man. People
very much mistake the character of
tho Latter-da- y Saints if they tlunk
we are a lot of serfs.' We have come
out from amongst the various na-
tions against the opposition of oar
friends and kindred and stood tip for
the right. We have crossed the
great deep and traversed the broad
plaint for our religion. When I
erot-e- d tbe oocsa, it took thirty days
toaoconsplkh tho voyage and thir-
teen weeks to cross the plains. I am
the only one of my family who re-
ceived the gospel. I came here be-cau- ta

I knew It was true and that I
miht loarn more of the ways of
God. I came to throw In my lot
TiV th peoj !a cf God for life or for

c ht tt time and fir eternity, with
all i f rowers inentil, r hyei- -
cxl t ,4 1 'izitzaX ' la rJvJr.jLiy tes- -
tin t. I r.: --

!y rr" : t- -a tesuino--

ny cf L : 'lirtZs ii t.c U.at
bat-- lit the: rnc.-iii- la vuLcys.

After that pattern are we married
for time and all eternity, and we ex
pect when we come up ia tlie resur
rection or tne lust, if wo have oeen
worthy, to receive our wives to our j

bosom, and our children to the
family circle; that they will be the
beginning of our exaltation and
glory, that , then the blessing of
Abraham pronounced upon us shall
be fulfilled, and of our increase there
shall be no end.; The Lord will
multiply our seed as the stars of tho
heaven and as the sand which la
upon the sea shore. And when we
enter this holy order of . marriage,
whether it be to one or two. or more
wives, we marry in this order and in
the fear of God, and under the direc-
tion of His spirit and for holy pur.
poses, and not for the gratification of
lust, and those that eay we do are
either very much mistaken or' they
wilfully lie. There are people who
are constantly and persistently ly
ing about us, but of them I do not
wish to speak ror rear that I should
get angry, and I feel too happy to
reflect upon. them. - I rejoice in
knowing that my sins have
been - washed away by the
blood of Christ through obedlenvo
to IDs commandments. I rejoice in
knowing that the Holy Ghost is iu
my heart and guides my footsteps;
that I can call upou God and receive
an answer to my prayers; and that I
know He lovefe(to hear and answer
the prayers of His servants. ' I lar
this testimony to you this afternoon,
and as a servant of tlie Lord I say
to all who have not obeyed tlie
Gospel.Jin tjie name of the Lord
JesUs Christ, and by authority of tlie '

Hery Priesthood, repent and lie bap-
tized every one f you' la the name
of the Lord Jesus Christ for tie re-
mission of sins, and ye shall roqeive
the gift of the Holy Ghost. For Uu
promise is unto you, and to yQtir
children, and to all that are afar oil,
even as many as the . Lord our God
shall call, and If you reject this tes-

timony and commandment and love
darkness rather than light, you
must give an account therefor iu the
great day ofJ udgmen t. , .

.May God bless this congregation
and fill His Saints with his Holy
Spirit continually, that we may roll
on the glorious work of God, and that
we may live for the truth, and if
necessary die in its defense. May.
peace and blessing be multiplied
upon you, through Jesus Christ.
Amen; ' - :
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