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ADDRESS
on priesthood antiand government

delivered byay elder 8 W bichard
before the high priepriestsbeal quo-

rumam ofoz theae sattsam lake stakemake
of son jan 26 1889

thinTHE task assigned me of address
ing this assembly of high priests
is one of unusual embarrassment
conscious as I1 am that the ageand
experience of many in all that per-
tains to their office and calling ren-
der them more fitted to instruct
than by me to be instructed

A principle that has no change a
truth that is eternal that has been
critically examined and thoroughly
tested by the ablest minds for more
than half a century affords me but
little hope of being able to say any-
thing that can add to the wwisdomisdom and
knowledge ofsuch minds I1 do how-
ever with reverential thoughtsthought and
earnest solicitude for that inspiration
which to the mind under-
standing desire to performthis duty
to the edification of those who hear
and to so express a few thoughts that
their appearance at least may be at-
tractive ifnot especially instructive

if I1 may be able to comprehend
and find language to explain that
which relates to the calling of an
high priest define the duties of
that office and make litfit more easily
the garment of priesthood with
which he is clothed then I1 shall
have accomplished something to-
wards the object I1 have in view

we are here todayto day waswaaa quorum
of high priests aud in this capacity
we are representatives of cods
authority entrusted with the keep-
ing of his law and the souls of those
who obey it holding keys with
which to open the heavens with

power to solve all mysteries to com-
mand all spiritual blessings to hold
communion with spirits maemade per-
fect and aught elseelm that man may
need or that the authority of priest-
hood can impart

before we can consider intelli-
gently the rights duties and re-
sponsibilities of priesthood or of
any particular office or calling be-
longing toltto it we mustmud have a definite
understanding of what priesthood
isir and as a foundation for some re-
marks I1 shaushall recognize and define

i
priepriesthood as gods authority com-
mitted unto man or in other words
the right to both make and administer
law wherever this right exists
there are always duties existentcoexistentco
and coequalco equal with the right

that priesthood which is after the
order of the son of god is one priest-
hood the classification of dutiesduthe
which gives rise to and creates
various offices does not make it a
hydra headed monster with as
many coconflicting duties as there are
offices it is no cobra diffusing
the poison of discord nor the venom
of hate so destructive to priesthood
power but duties performed under
the rights of priesthood aream all har-
moniousmo they all belong to one
system to one order which lais the
order of god after that of his only
begotten son

the classification and arrange-
ment of the labors incident to the
plan of salvation and their assign-
ment to different administrator asae
designated by the name of the
office to which they are called laia for
the purpose of maintainingS order
and harmony in the exercise of
powers among men that would cor-
respond with the order of god in
heaven in this priesthood therethem
is no one office that can sayaay totd an-
other 1I have no need of you it
is in the likeness of the physical
body to which it is compared As
also there are diversities of gifts in


