THE DESERET WEEKLY!

TH3 -

MEMORIA IN ZATERNA.

Twenty-eight years have elapeed
.pipnce the close of the great civll war,
‘apd the bulk of the chief participants
{n the events of these times who gtill
{lve bhave passed Into the ranks of
venerated nge, There bhas grown up
in oar !air land a generation whose ex-

erience 18 Dot marked by the toils,
anxieties and sorrows of & terrible
{pternecine vonfiiet. But the memory
of those who oftered their lives as a
gacrifice to perpetuate the Unilon is
reverently cherished, and as the clore
of esch succeeding May, “‘the moath
of flrwers,?’ comes with ils smiles of
gunshine und tesrs of rain, the beauti-
{u} ceremonies of Memorial Day arouse
tenuerest teelings of tne living towards
the sulntes dead, <Flowers for their
graves; and words of praise aund affec-
tiou, betoken the sympathy and ivve
which exist for those whose presenoce
§jn mortaiity 1a but 8 memory, whose
companionsnip lo jmmortslity ja &
joyuus hope. By a great people this
gacred ocession i now made to include
all loveu ones who rest in tbe guiet
grave, regardless of where or when
they crossed the silent river,

Many there are who bave fallen on
,hattleflelds other than thoee of the
war for the Unwon, who are entitied to
alecticuate remembrance because of
their beroism anu sacrifice in defond-
ing the lives and homes of the peuple
against savage and bloodthirsty foes.
Ip this number may be ineluded those
who lost theirlives in the Black Hawk
Iudian war in Uiab, which followed
close upon the suppress.on of the Re-
heliion, Iu that war many Utah peo-
ple were vigtime of the red man’s
deadly Jury, and the now lalr anu
fl yurishing Sanpete Valley anu sur-
rounding country : wae the soene of
many subguinary deeds wvre the strife
had cessed.

The month of May twenty-
gseven years ago found the Utah
militia engaged in 8 determined aund
arduous campaign to compel the
Ipdiaos to accept terme of peace and
oeare their murderous incursions into
the settlerments of the white man, and
a few mounthe later their efforts
were crowned with suocess as an effect
of the uaeleat oi the Indians av the
pattle of 'Thistle Valley. Moet of tbe
militia engaged in that battie were
young men who still reside in thie
Territory. The officer who command-
ed the infaptry 'n the fight was
Osptaln Jesse West or this city. Toa
MNEWS representative he thus narratod
the ciTcumstances gubnected with the
engagement:

“In 1866, about the iaet of May, 1
wap uriered to Banpete with the fifty
men under my command, Lo
ald in protecting the settlers
there from the Indians who
were lhen on the warpath., Bhortly
after my arrival at Moroni I was sent
forward with thirty-six men to Thistle
Valley. At that tiine there was s poat
there, under communu of Captain
Albert Dewey., who had about twelve
cavualrymen. Their camp wus loouted
.on the eouth bank ot the oreek, their
wagoDls heing placed in a semi-circle,
the ends of which reated on the creek.
Mest of the horees were herded out-
side of the camp, in front, when we
arrived there.

“That night & sentinel obeerved
what be supposed was un Indisn

crawling along tus opposite bank of
the oreek, and fired his musket, After
this ajarm we all lald in readiness for
an attack ubtil daylight, We then
made an examination of the ground,
nod found (racks resembling the
prints of & man’s knDees, and of the
thick part of the hand. At- first some
thought they were bear tracke, hui we
Wwere soon cenvineed that they were
nDot,and that there were Indiaus aboul.
Orders were iggued that no one should
w;enture cut of camp without permls-
sion,

“Everything peemed quist and safe
when, about half-past niue o’clock that
moerning, June 24, the sharp report of
a rile etartled the post. Lwooking in
the direction whenoe the sound pru-
ceeded, I saw, about five huudred
¥ards distant snd juet emerging from
the cedars, twoe ot the men from our
camp, but bot of my conmand, They
were Charlea Brown and David Jones.
Evidenily the former wuas wound-
ed, as he was heing assisted hy his
companion to walk, Jusi then, from
a ghort Jdistince in the rear of the tWo
men, five muunted Iludians dasheu
forward, shooting seversal arrows,some
?f ]which struck the wounded man,who
ell.

“ALthia juncture the aurvivor Jrew
hie revolver, and alse that of his ub-
foriunate ouvmpanion, emptied both at
the envayes, an 1 began to retreat when
almoet surrounded, The men who
weére gudrding the horses were nearesi

lo where the trouble was, and
just as an Indian waes about to Boalp
Brown as he lay dying, one of the
ZuBnle, 8 young privatd named Gartr,
kpelt down, took careful aim, and,
fired, His shot scatlereds the [ndiaus, i
who retreated t+ the vedars in haste,
and the hody of Brown was hrought
intooamp. He and Joues hiad thought-
lessly uisregarded orders, and had gobe
out into the cedare, Suspecting D0
danger, they were busy picking gum
whea the shot was fires which cost
poor Brown his life. Thebullet struck
bhim in the ceater of the back. I drew
one of tbhe Indiana’ arrows from his
shoulder.

*With some others, I went oul to
bring in the losee horeesy, which other
Indians than those we first saw were
endeavoring lo drive orf. We followed
the animale five or ¢ix nundred vards,
but bhefore we could get all the horses
we were called hastily to returu to the
cuver of camp. Liooking around, we
diacoveredd 8 body of twenity-three
Indians, as wag afterwards ascertained
by actual gount, charging dowu tu cut
us 6ft, They came preily near doing
ity too, aDd it wus only by lively work
thal we saved curselves,

“The Indiams rode to within f.1y
yards of camp,and delivered their fire,
whioh was vigurously replied to. Time
uiter time their brave young chief
tried to get his men to charge down
upou the wugons In the face of our
fire—a most extraordinary actio:. on
the part of au Indian, 1 can assure
you thai at this time the excitement
was Inteose, lor the battle wae at ils
beizht. Firing was kept up frum b.th
sives and all around, Suddenly &
movement was make hy the attacking
party which seemed to indicate that
their leader bad been hit by & bullet,
and they retired to the cedars. A short

time afterwards there was a Jull
in the firing from tne other slda,l
a8 well as our own. Bhooting

was kept up throughout the remainder.
of theday, and whenever we got &

ghance at an Indian, we took jit. We

bad to be careful of ourselves, too, for:
if a man put his head in sight, the:
nearness to which the bullets would

come sthowed the Indlans to be guod”
marksmen. Their weapons were su-

perior to ours, and bei .g in the cedars

they had a decided advantage. The

militia mostly had short range gune,

86 tuat but few men wereable toreturn

the fire with any show of efiect,

Within the camp we bad to shield our-

selves as best wecould behind a rather

peor hreastwork made under the run-

ning-gear of the wagons, with blankets,

harness, ele. During the fight that day

tour horses were killed, and Thomas

Buarr, of Balt Lake City, wus wounded

1o the thigh.

““\When the engagement firet began
weo realized that thel ndiaus greatiy out-
numbered out toree,and that we Werein
a had pitustion, o 8 young man named
Homer Roberts was 'dispatobed to
Mount Pleasant, 18 miles distant, for
aesistance. Brown was the posressor of &
mugnificent horse, and we kvew thut,
once beyond the Indian line, they
could not overtake him. He got clear,
thuueh it was a close shave. At
Mount Pleasant be found a body of
cavalry which was ordered to Thistle
valley, but hy some misunderstanding
itastar: wus delayed for a timme, Word
of pur situation was taken to Moroni,
soven rulles farther on, where a body
of Salt Lake county men, with some
from {arther wuorth, were stationed.
Tbey were infantry, but a company,
including the remaiuder of my com-
mand, started in all possible haste,
under Majors Wm. Caspar snd Peter
Hinolair.

“AL the battlefield, the creek
or ditch on which th: camp was lo-
catod at that place ran in a straight
ilne, sod was rather desp. This the
Ipdians took advantage of, firing up
und uowp along the oreek, und effects
ually preventing any oneirom gettiog
a supply of water, Thus the rpen,
incluwing Soarr, who was wouuded,
bhad to imy in the hot pan, within a
few fewt of water, unahle to obtain
8 Jurop toquench their thirst. Toward
evening a body of Indiana gaineda
position in a clump of hrush on the
bank of the creek, nearer to us and at
a point waere the inside of our camp
wase expused to Lheir fire.

'"Qur pusition was thus rendered un-
tenehle. It was B necessity that the'
enemy should be driven from his new
point of vantage. Tnose of our men

who had rifies were wordered
to cowcentrate their fire on the
clump of brush. The muskets

whicn most of the men had would not’
reach the place with any prevision.

The rifiemen tried, hut 10 Do purpose,

and we bhad to do something else or be

shot down. Bullets were whistling in

dangerous proxlmity and already lodg-
ing within the camp. Asa Jasl resort
I selected twelve of my men to make

a charge over an open space of four

hundred yards, in the face of a fire

from the Indians’ rifles, and dielouge,
the enemy.

Wea knew it was a desperate under-
taking, but there was no other chance
{or us, BSergeant Alexander Burt and
Privates George O, Liambert and Johp
Wo)rdbury bhad just eprapg outside of
the enclosure, in tueir start on the
nazirdous charge, when a body of cav-



