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. [REPORTED BY LEO HAWKINS. ]

I feel like offering a few of my reflections in
connection with thoge remarks we have heard
this morning from Elder Hyde. I feel that they
are timely ald good for the congregation of ihe
Baints to refleet upon and treasure up. I wonld
ol say anything to draw the minds and reflec-
tions of the people from those sentiments which
have been presented by Elder Hyde this morn-
ing, but rather to enforce and impress them upon
the minds of the congregation, that every person
capable of understanding may be able to treasure
them up, that these principles may abide in dur
hearts, for, says the Bavior, ‘If you abide in me
and my words abide in you, they shall be in you
es living water, and ye shall bear much fruit.?

Now this ‘people are not perishing for lack of
knowledge, they heve not a lack of the words of
the Lord, but if this people perish for lack of
knowledge at all, it is because tEey do not retain

THE DESERET NEWS.

Our God deals with us as a people, He does
not deal with br. Brigham, br. Heber or br. Dan-
iel separately and distinctly from this people, or
the people distinct from them: we cannot be sep-
araled, we are one, we are the T'welye Apostles,
the High Pricsts, the Seventies, the Elders, the
Priests, the Teachers, the Deacons, the Bishops;
‘every Quorum of the Priesthond, every man in

Isrzel, every woman in Israel are members of the
same body—Dbranches of the same vine, and par-
|take of the szme spirit, unless they are branches
}umt are withered and dried up. God will deal
with us as a whole, all the time.

How was it with Israel of old, as has been re-

ferred to by Elder Hyde? They were led by the
‘hand of God all through the wilderness; God led
| Moses; sometimes they were led in one direetion
(and sometimes in another; they were brought vp
(against the Red sea, and did not they in their
blindness chide with Moses beczuse he had led
them thus? Looking at things naturally, they
could say, ‘you might have gone round and avoid-
ed this snare; we might have tuken another road,
\instead of running right into this kanyon between

[these twe mountzins and sgainst the Red sea,
the word of the Lord which is delivered to them; |

where {here is no chance lo dedge, and so we are

it is not because it is not plented in our Learts,|to perish by the armies of Egypt close in our
but beecause our ground is not properly broken|rear, and the sea before us.’ These were the

up; the ground of our hearts is not prepared that
the word that is sown .may bring forth fruit.
This is the trouble and the reason why we do
pot advance and bring forth nore fruit and grow
more thrifty in the work of the Lord our God and
Increase in faith, in péwer with God, in unison
with Him and with those whom He has set over
ug, and with one another.,

The frouble is not in our God, neither is it in
our fellow servants, those whom He has set to be
our leaders, our teachers, for God is with them,
end He would be with them much more abund-
antly, if we as a people were more ready to listen
to them, and there was place found in us for their
words anc their words take effect in our bearts,
then his Spirit and power would increzse upon us
eud there would be no lack; the lack is in us, in
the people, and alsvays has been, and is not in our
God; He is waiting and anxious to pour out bless-
logs and glory and honor and exaltation upon
His people, far more than we have ever received
end far more than we are capable of receiving,
aud the only reason we have not received it long
8go is becausa there was no place found for it.

The great labor of the Lord and of all his ser-
vants is to prepare the hearts of the people, to

feelings of a great many weak in faith and ignor-
ant people among them, and they were ready io
pick up stones to stone Moses because be bad
done it. -

There are a great many instancesof the same
kind during their forly years sojourning in the
wilderness. Sometimes they were led into the
wiiderness when they might have followed some
streams of water, had the Lord bave led them in
thatchannel. And when they were led into dif-
ferent circumstances there were always some
who complained and threw the responsibility up-
on Moses, exonerating themselves.

greal mwany plans were inview to extricate them-
selves from difficulties, except flecing to the Al-
mighty who had led them inio those difficylties;
and time and agnin the Lord rebuked them and
manifested lis power to deliver them. But who
led them? Did Moses Jead them? No, the Al-

them as the Almizhty directed him.
them round the Red sea instead of through it?

And why did pot He lead them to follow the
streams instead of taking themn across the desert?

eoncentrate the feeling of the people, to concen-
trate their fzith and to mwsks them one, and fo|
prepare their hearts fo bring forth the fruits of
the kingdom of God. This is the labor of preach-
ing and praying, of exherimg, inviting and be- |
seeching all the time, to move upon the hearts of
the people and convince them of the necessity of
union, to impress it upon them that they may re-
member all those prineipies which alone ean ex-
elt them; and, as was gaid by Elder Hyde, the
responsibility of cur conduct rests upon onrselves
and not upon our lesders; the responsibility that
12 resting upon our leaders is alone the respensi-.
bility ot doing what the Lord wauts them to.
The responsibility of what befals this people is
no more upon br. Brigham thsn it is upon me,
and 10 more upon me than it is upon you, and
every irdividuzl soul in 2}l Israel has his owa re-
eponsibilily to bear, and he cannot throw it off: |

Why did he not lead thein a sirsight conrse from
Egypt to Canaan instead of keeping them forly
years 1n the wilderness? Who was most to blame
for it? Was the rerponsibiiity upon Him, or was
1L upon the people? Why was it upon the peo-
ple? Beedause they were a stiffuecked paople and
a hard hearted people and an jgnorant people.

We read in the secripiures that they were 80
stiffnecked as to provoke the Lord and He came
out upon them in His wrath and consumed them
from His presence, sometimes by fire that came
forth {rom His presence, at other times by caus-
ing the earth to open and swallow them up by
thousands, at other times by pestilencs and at
other times by fiery fiying serpents, which came
among them aud bit them thal they died.

Why was the anger of the Lord kindled against
thew? Because of the hardress of . theit heerts
and the slifiiess of their necks; it wasnot be-

whether it be good or evil, whether it be joy er
sorrow, whether it be efiliction or blessings, the
. Tesponsibility thereof rests upon vs individually.
Brs. Brigham, Heber and Daniel, who are they
bat our fellow servants, those that the Lord has
given us to be our leaders, and the mouthpieces
of the Lord ‘unto this people; the legitimate
channel throuszh which to lead, govern and con-
trol this people? But are they responsible any
more than you or I? No, not one whit. When
they have discharged their duties they are as free
from responsibility as you or I. "When they
kave done what lays in their power to do they
ere exonerated before their God, although they
feal as no other men on earth can feel, because
there are no othiers placed in their eondition, avd
it is impossible for any others to feel as they feel
ead have the same interest they have for the wel-
fare of this people, D
It s God who rules and leads, it is God who
controls the destines of all men; every man is in
his hande o be vsed as He will, Whithersoever
this people are led they will be Jed through that
channel He hus intended, and whether they go to
the east, west, north or south, whether they burn
their dwellings and flee to the mountains or re-
msin here; whether they fight the gentiles or turn
their backs upon them, whatsoever they have to
do, it will be the Lord Almighty that does it, but
:‘? will do it througl the channel he has appoiut-
But will the respansibility of thousands be up-
on those men that are eet over us to lead us? No,
fi will not. I am well aware that there are a
great many people who in their childish simpli-
city feel that auy uct that they do is nothing to
them.
So far as tzking thought or having troible in
our spirits about what is to come or what will be
the result of ihings, it is well that we should set
oar hearts at rest, and be at caee, and feel quiet,
and eur spirits cuim &s a summer’s morning, and
resigned and our {eelings prayerful and peaceful;
but as far as {eeling indifferent and like throwing
off the responsibility from our shoulders upon our
leaders, this should not be; neither ghould we
cluim exemption from the responsibiiity of any
thing in Isracl; every one should have a share of
that responsibility and they cannot throw that re-
sponsibility off, for upon my head devolves the
responsibility of directing my hands and my feet
aud other members of my body in their exercises;
it is equally the duty of every other member of
the body to administer to the head; the hands
bave to feed the head and the head has to be prop-
erty guarded and shielded, that it may be active
and the brain vigorous, that every movement may

cause of Moses; only in one instance did Moses
offend, that was not in any of his movements in
teading and controling Israel, but because he did
vet sunetifly the Lord God of Israel beforye. their
eyes when he smois the rock of ‘Horeb. This
was the only instance in which the Lord con-
demned Moses, but He directed Moses how to
lead Israel.and Moses Jed them in the way he
was directed and they were tiied forty years in
the wilderness, until most of them were worn out
and perished.

Were they a wicked people above all other
people that their eareasses shouldthus fallin the
wilderness? W hat think you, brethren and sis-
iers, ye 'that are called Latter Day Saints, were
they, as & people, more wicked than the iest of
mankind, that God should have dealt with them
thng? I answer, No! But of a truth they were
the best people upon the fuce of the earth and

the only people that bad the Priesthood of God
among them.

They were the peopla whom God had delivered
from Egyptian bondagze with an ouistretched arm
and by His power, they were tlie only people God
could make use of, they had faith sufficient that
He could govern and control them, and so far
from beinz the worst, they were the best people
ppon the earth, but upon them rested the respon-
sibiliy and they did not improve npon their priv-
lleges and appreciate theiv blessings as they
ovght to have done, and for {his resson were
they set forth as examples to all who should live
after, and the responsibility of their carcasses fal-
iing in the wilderness, the responsibility of their
being led into the desert, fhe responsibility of all
their trials and troubles was not npon Moses and
their leaders nor upon their God, but upon thems-
selves, for had they have been pliable, submissive,
willing and obedient, and had their spirits been
pliable before the Lord, willing to be monlded and
fashioned, they could have been led forth con-
queriuz and to conquer and been planted in Cana-
an just as well in two years as in forty, and if this
people were capable of receiving it, the Lord
could as well give them the kingdom to-day
(as forty years hence; and if the people of the
Utited Stafes would have hearkend to the voice
of the Lord, given through the Prophet Joseph,
they might have been a more prosperous and
powerful nation to-day.

The history of all religious generations and
dizpensations issimilar and shows this fact to us,
that human nature is the same in every age of the
country and among every country and among
every people, that _all men are subject to like
weaknesses and bave to be taught gradually.

Children grow from infarcy to manhood, and

we wisely directed and every energy of the bod
- directed in proper m‘:ltu:m.elat:u’:r = g
-

whether God leads our footsteps in correct paths

Dome wished to turn beck wnto Egypt, and a |

y
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michiy led thetn—Moses wzs Hisservant and Jed !

Wiy did not the Almizhty direct him to lead | spirit and receive goed at my hands, those con-

or not, be is only leading us to school, he is only
directing our course in a round of experience by
which be trains uis and makes us oue, cemen's

iniquity and abomination. . He wants to teach
men and women how fo wallt togéther in union
and be great, o teach this people how to be
bound to Him and to those that he sets over them
and to teach His Saints how fo reign in the House
of Israel as His servants.

I do feel conseions that if the men of Isreel do
their duty and live their religion, reformation will
go forth frcm them through their families,
and it cannot be staid, and’ every branch of eve
tamily in Israel will feei the effects of that refor-
metion; every woman and 2}l her children will
[eel it. %

If a man of God lives his religion and is controlled
only by the Spirit of Ziow in his family, and if he
has a turbulent, disobedient sprivit in his ramily
that spirit will be subject of that individnal wal be
separated frem his fumily, upon the same princi-
ple that turbulent persons that repent not are sev-

| ered from this Chureh by the vote of this prople,

and when that turbulent person is severed he will
dry up and wither and will be gathered and buru-
ed with the ungod!ly.

It may be that heretofore the fanning mill has
blown out more of the men than ‘it has of tie
women, but if it has done th's it is beecanse the
sieve i1s not guite fine enough, butas the work of

that will sanelify them for the Lord Almighty,
or separats them from this people.

Every man in Isfuel is responsibie, in a certain
degree, for the condnet of bis wives and children.
[12 has eovepunted thut he will assume that re-
sporsibility, that ia. he will assume the responsi-
bility of the sins of his wives, if he fails fo dis-
charge hic duties towards them in teaching and
leading them in the ways of life and salvation.

wives and children so far as they are obedient to
me, #nd when I dischurgs my datios 10 them, re-

rove them in theirtrapsgression, and set'a  god-
I: example before them, live my. relizion and
show forth the spirit thereof in my course with
my family and they will not drink into the same

sequences shall roll from me upon them, and it
becomes my dnty to separate mysell from those

ily, that we may not all be cursed becanse of
the iransgression of one or two individuals,

But i T do not dischareze my duties towards
them, admonish them when they are ent of the
way, instroet them in their duties and walk 28 a
man of God before them, the consequences and re-
sponsibility of every individus!’s transgressions,
even those of every wife and every child I have,
and of every evil that is dove inmmy house shall
rest upon me. God hus luid it upon me.

Sometimes we may err by being remiss in duty,
too lenientin our famiiies, and soine of us may
be under condemnation by being too careless
about transgressors in onr {amilies, forif we hold
fellowship with transgressors and spirits that are
in rebeliion against God and that will not repent
and humble themselves, if we closs onr ears to 1t
and go to sleep while wickedness is stulking un-
rebuked through onr hubitations, we become par-
takers of that transpression and the conseguen-
ces thereof will stick to us.

Dut if the head of a family reproves iniguity
and seeks to purge it from bis presence, from his
family, thea his hands are free from stain of auilfy
he i3 not a partaker in the transgression and by
his doings ke says he will no longer hug to his
bosom that individual, he will no longereat and
drink with him or her as a wember of the body
of Chfist, he will no longer be held responsible
for their sirs.

So should every man, every family rid them-
seives of evil and transgressors in their midst, for
God deals with every family az a whols, as he
dezls with this people as a whole, and every man
in Israel is responsible, and that responsinility he
assumes when ite assumes the responsibility of a
family. |

If there is no sieve fine enouzh yet toseparate
the dross from the wjeat of the female portion
of this community, I tell you, in the name of Is-
reel’s God, there is a fine one preparing and it will
separate the cheff from the wheat from every
family in Israel, as sure as there is a God in
Israel, until the families of Israel shall be sanc-
tified before the Lord, until they shall be one,
even all the families in Israel, that the Lord
God shall aceept and not be ashamed of them.

There are many ways by which this may be
accomplished, but the Lord,in His own due time,
will bring it io pass. ~We nuiurally cling to our
families, loving and cherishing them, so does ev-
ery man that feels the weight of his responsibili-
ty, that is set over this people to adwinister in
any department thereof; he feels his heart full of
compassion and he desires the salvation of eve-
ry member thereof; sodoes our Father desire the
salvaiion of every member of his family,

Many among us, in their ignorance, manifest a
weakness of soul in training up their offspring;
their weakness is such that they eannot adminis-
ter chastisement unfo their children, but they
love them with a foolish, blind, ignorantlove, that
gratifies every desire and allows them to have
their own way and pursue the channel of their
own inclinations unrebuked, unchastened, until
they grow up wild, as it were, withoit any prop-
er impulse being given to their minds. If 1 feal
satisfied in thus allowing my offspring to follow
the bent of their own inclinations, God will
hold me responsible for their evil acis.

If any man have members in his family whom
he cannot control by the principles of the gospel,
far befter were it for him, if they want to go to
the States or to any other country, to give them
a good out fit and send them off, get them ont of
the way and let them go their own way; far bet-
ter this than to harbor them where they were like

sins and from the rebeliicns members of my fam- |
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our ‘heerts together,” and rids our spirits of

T I
I assume the responsibility of the acts of my

!
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2 viper in his bosom, corrupti g and eorroding &
the midst of his family. !

The female portion of this community have
to bear their share of this responsibility—and wa
know they are the best set of women that exist
upon the earth, und thatall the world will beax
wilness 1o when they talk about plurality,

Men of some discretion in the Gentile world
| ok questions about the operations of the plurak
ity of wives amongus. ‘How many wives live
in each house? How do they get along in theiy
associations? Are they all the time quarrelling
and fighting” A man said to me once, ‘my wifp
would not stand it five minutes if I should bring
a woman into my house to have a share of m
company and my affections; I shou!ld have a h:-ﬁ
upon earth und 1o house that Teould build wounld
be big enough tohold my wife; it is marvelsus
to me-hiow you can live and how it Is you are not
killed.? i

They cannot understand it because they are
governed by their passions and not by principls,
and it is the hardest thing in tiie world for them
to be conviuced that this people are governed by
principle. This is the doctrire we have heen
preaching abroad and it is the very thisg the Gen-
tiles will not receive, and theyImarvel and wonder
that wedo not tear each other’s eyes outs they
say this would be the ecase with them: ina liite

4whilﬂ they would be buld and blind and foll of

- wounds, bruises and patrifying seres, or jke the

reformation goes forward, it will sift to the very ' kilkenny cats, use each other up all but the tails
bottom, and every member of every fumily in Is- | and then the tails wonld jump ateach other. $So
racl will feel the efiects of the driviug element! it would be among them indeed, for there is no

law of the Lord that wonld keep the people to-
E\‘.‘thﬂr & minute in the peaceand order that exists
ere,

Exig’ence among this poople is of itzelf one of
the greatest privileges. The world of mankind
Inay soon know that God is with us and that He
is at the heln, that He is the founder of this
work and that the women as well as the men ars
the best upon the earth and that we are deter
mined to live and be governed by principle and
not passion, -

Have we all learned to be altog-ther thus gow
erned? DNo, we huye not, bt we are Iearning ity

same of them are very du!l seholars and would a
great deal rather go off and play than tzke a les-
son and they whine and ery over it and sit on the
dunce bloek rather than study and lsarn their les-

so1:8, and they will be dunces, becpuse nothing
but foolishiness is bound up in their hearts; bug
muny of vs are learning to be poverned by prin-
ciple, not pussion, and learning that we must be-
come one, lhial there is somebody else that hug
teelings besides them, that there is somebody elss
worthy of respeet and love besides them, thst
there are some cood qualifications in some other
being, and some other woman’s chiidren have
soma claims as well as mive; they are leerning
to let principle 1ule them.

Well, go on, let the good work continue, this is
my prayer all the time. Avre ali the families of
israel and every woman striving herself to play
well ber part and reverenee her husband 2s hey
lord, for he is her loid? - Will she ever have ap-
other? Neo, never, und if she ever expects
have another, she has not learned ¢Mormopism®
aright. She may {eer herself loose frem hitn and
altach herself to another but she may have a
worse one—she ought to have a worse one; if she
canvot learn to honor him, the next one she gets,
if she is permitted to bave another, ought to bs a
worse-one. How shall women honor their hue-
bands? Just as we honor br. Brigham in bLis
place and the anthorities of the Wards in thelr
places, because upon him is laid the responsibility
of thet family and he cannot get rid of it; he 1s
in duty bound to purge them of their follies and
they are in doty beund to listen to his reproofs
and bonor him and pray for him, that he may be
led aright. 5

Do the women, when they pray, remember
their husbands? Do you pray for br. Brigham?

when you pray for Lkim, do you pray also for yonr
own busbands, that he may have the inspiration
of the Almizhty to lead and govern his family es
the lord? Do you vphold your husband before
God as your jord? ¢What!—my husband to be
my lord? I ask, ean you get into the celestial
kingdom without him? Have any ofiyou been
there? Yon will remember that you uever got
into the celestial kingdom without'the aid of your
husband; if you did, it was becanse vour husband
was away, and some one had to act proxy for
for him. No woman will get info the celestial
kingdom, except her husband receives her, if she
is worthy to have a husband, and if not, some-~
bodv will receive her asa servant.

We have one God, the Father of usall, who ia
gracicusly kind to us, and those who cali npon
His name receive His spirit, but the spirit we
bave got to be in is for every woman 1o be ona
with her husband and every man to be one wiih
those that are set over him in the Lowd; thus we |
become as branches of one vine, partakes of the |
same spivir, |

Does every woman pray for her children and
with her children? Does she teach them to rev-
erence their father and honor him? If she does
not teach them thus fo honor him in her owp
words and examples, her children learn disobedi
ence from her. 8how me disobedient children
and I will show you disobedient parents, the
world over. |

Where there are disobedient and rebellions chilk
dren in the midst of Israel, tell me who their fa-
ther and mother are and I will point out to vou
disobedient, rebellious, disaffeetad pare: t=, avd if
there 18 a woman in #uy family wiose ehildrep
dishonor their father, I will siow von a woman
that dishoners her hisband aud shogs him tisrae|
spect, from which the chidren faks their exame
ple. ' |

We do not wuﬁt such women in Israel, we ::!lli
not want their offspring nor unythinithnt pertains
to them, except they repent. If they will hsw

their children learn righteousness let them ssok ft

the men and women of Tsrael are learning it, bug®

Yes, you should always pray for him, but when

-




