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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

THE MARTYRDOM.

The anniversary of the martyrdom
of Joieph, the Prophet, and Hyrum,
‘his brother, wbho were slain at Carth.
age, Il),, on June 27, 1844, wili be

Jiept in eolemn rememhbranee by
Lalter-dsy Sainia aa long as the divine
message Lhey were sent to deliver
-gootinues to influvnee toe privale and
publig acts of this people. It was
great oveut in tbe brief bisiory of the
‘Churebr. Bome time it will be recog-
njzed as an epoch-making ocourrence
.in the annule of the worla.

History in general, and that of the
foburch of God in particular, must be
Yiewed from a spiritual standpoinl And
in tho ligbt of revelsation; else mueh ol
it s unintelligible. When the son uf
Uod was pailed to tbe croes and His
fuw flollowers were soatlered, fui)
o! fear and sorrow, it sppeared Jor a
brief moment as 1If the powers of dark-
nees were trivmpbant in victory. Yet
Calvary was but oue steppiDg sione to
celeprtial glory, aod the power ol
Christiapity wae manifested trom the
meuwent the dylog Bavior, eonquering
desatb ennounced Hia Telelestar—It 1n
finiehed! 'Ibe followiug outpouring
of power from on bigh and the con-
quest of pugsnizm hud been fmposeibie
had it upt been for the depariure ol
the Bavior. Aasfar as s COmMpAriscn
way be made,ln ail reverence,bsl Wwesn
the imartyrdem ¢n Calvary and that
at Carthsge, it is evident tbat the
latter, tuo, altbough planned and exe.
guted by enemies of God, wae made u
part of the training of the Churebh for
the mission it bas in tbis w. rld as the
bearsr of light snd truth and the
foundation hbuilder of a milliennial
kingdom.

Tois becomes plsio wben it is con-,
sidered that wservants uf God, altoough
removed from (bis epherv ol action,
still Jive and lubor for the c¢ause tbat
wup theirs on earth. There iz on
record how ibe Propbet Eijjah, severa
years after hls departure jn s chartot
o! tire, sent a flaming lviter te 1he
jdoiatrons Kiny Jeboram, exhorting
bim 1o repeniavee. The eame prophet
Jo company with Moses came Jjorth
from bebind the veirl in glory on
Mount Tahor to conter with Jepus and
Hie three [ollowers cobncernivyg the
wurk of atonement. Chriat appenred
to Baulinthe interett o! tne soreiy
persecuted Nozareves, And in this
dispensation, Jubhn toe Haptist, Peter
James and John, and Moroni, bave
sppeared with instiructions regarding
ihe re-establishment of the Chburch.
Tuere ig, indeed, a close communivn
between the fajtbful Baints bebinid the
vell and thuse engaged un earib; be-
tween the work here and youder, A
sy be gatbersu from the Apoocalypae,
and {rom olbur inepired witnesses, the
pians snd desigue of toe heaveuly
couucils are visible In t) eir results on
earth—from all of wbicb is clear thal

tbe mariyred Prophets, altbough tem:
porarily removed from the olrele
of titeir brethren, continued their work
commenceyd here, and will atill gon-
linue it, until it sha}ll have been con-

summated aod as » result, Joeus shall
be acknowledged the Havior aud the

King
earth,

‘Tertullian originated the maying, so
often since bis time repeated, that the
blood of the martyis isw the Bsed of the
Churen. It bes proven so in the oaee
of the Listter-day Balnts. Yet, it eap-
not be denled that periods nf perpecu-
tion bave |beir disadvantage as weil as
bieseings. Violeut opposition hes &
tendency to strengthen the faltr, where
it1s pvenuine, apd develop brotherly
feeling and feliowship, so eeewntial in
lollowerso! Jesus. Qu the other hand
it lends sleo to retard pr gress in some
uireeiiooe. It is a remsrkahle factthat
the age followine Lhe first Apoel'es is

tbroughout every part of the

cbiefly baracterisiic of contuston,
mediocrity ard  igeorance. It s
aimoust Smpossible to form a coor-
rect idea of the tbeology «f toae

age [rom (he writings of the apostolie
iathers aud chureb 1athers of toe first
three ceuturies. T'he traces of 1he crue:
R anan persecutiouve sie ¢learly voen 10
tbie, fur by them the Christlane were
deprived of mavy oppriduities o!
intelfectunl adveavcement, ard tbe
ground was prepared 1or errory, at first
insignificant but later hearing fruit in
A pOstany.

Tne Liatter-day Saints at present are
e: joyiug peace and proeperity. Tbia
is & tiine in which to lmprove jn
knowleuge of s} things 41¥vine and to
carry it out in lives of righlecusnees;
to lay ino the hearls of ibe ehildren n
sure foundation for belierin the Gospel;
to advaupe and Carry tow divine mes-
¢tage to the uiterrmost parts of the
world, thus growing In siresglh avn
in faitb avd in [knowledge, gloritying
the Bon of Gou, in whose rervice the
movern Prophet and Patriarnh bravely
gove their hves,

MURMOUNS LN CALIFORNIA,

The Bab Fravcieco papers huve
been glving consdlderable atteption of
iate to the Liter-duy Sainte ino bheir
California mlssion. With regard to
these references it is pleasing to stute

that there ja a manifest disposltiou to
deal rairly by the Mormons, and while
\naccuracies appear in the publications
they are of a cnaracter whien do not
Indioate a uesffe to pisreureseut.
Among the papers to thus note the
work of missionaries there are the Ca/i
and Exraminer,which have been quoted
from by tbe NEws, snd the Chronidele,
which has an srticie v its Js-ue of
Tueauay, June 25, toe opening para-
gruphs of which au):

The California mission of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latler-day Sainws,known
as the Mormons, bas moved its logaiion.
The SBunday services are now held ar
Calanihe Hall, 309 Marketsirest, instead
of 927 Mission atreet, hetween Fifih and
Sixth, as formerly.The mission baa been
further reinforeed by a very good-look-
ing young KEider, H. 8, Tanver, who is
president of the California mission., Mr.
Tanner is tall, dark-baired and blue-
eyed. He has broad shoulders and a
very frank, honest face. The (ninisters
of the eity are rather tnking bim up and
extending (o0 him the glad band of
brotherly welcome.

The congregations at the little Mormon

cLurch run from forty (0 sevomty-five.
There-is a Sunday sebrool at 1#00 4, m.,
and servicesal 2 p.m. and 7-i5 p.m. Nince
ILlder Tanner came Lhere bave been
about twe!ve converts. Usually Elder
Tanner preaehies at the serviges, but oe-
casionally some of the oihier Elders 1ake
w turn,

All the new converls have to be hap-
tized, even if they bave already goue
through that ceremony in another
church, for the Mormons belisve in the
apostolic suecession and only these who
bave the proper sovt of authority from
God are permitted to administer baptism.

Thearticle furtler reoites particulars
regarding the culling of misslonaries,
and the methnts employed In Cul-
if rnis to get their messsage heiore Lhe
people. Altogether 1t breathes a gpirit
of kindneegs and eourtesy which wil)
be thghly appreciated by the Batots,
and which sugyests that as Inteiligent
newapaper men hie brought in im-
mediate contact with Mormos Elders
they become, as is usually ilhe cuse
with acquaiuntavees, impressed with
‘the feellug of eincerity and pure
-Christian love tbat impele the mis~
Alonariee to go forth anu prozlaim the
'Gospel freely [or the aa!vation of man~
‘kind. And those Eldera who have
the privilege ot paciog before the
' people, thriugh newspapera as well as
other meanp, Buthentic information
regarding the true Gospel proclaimed
by the Lintter-day Hainte, without in-
voking unnoecessary antagoanlsm or
eugaging in unprofitable disputes, are
to he cummended 1m embracing the
opportunittes thus ¢ffered,

THE FLELD OF THE FLA&,

The Ban Franclaco Chronig/e points
oubthat the torty-four stars now in the
field of the Awmerican flag present a
very jazged appesrance, and suggesta
thaf there does nol eeem to De any wry
to arrange (hem in equal rowt; nor
wliil tbhere be any uniliorm arrange-

ment while there §s the expectation
that the number will be sbortly in-
oreated. 1D this eonnection it ivstated
that no ebAnge can be made until 1896,
a8 the law requires tuat additional
stars shail be wdued only on tbe Fourth
of July suecceeding tne admlssion of
new states. In all probability Ulah,
and perbaps New Mexico, will be ad-
mitted next winter, whicb wilt lo-
creage Lhe etars in the field to forty-six.
But even iben there will be aimoet the
samne irregularity, thouulk the feid
will be mre vearly fAtled up aod wiil
appear jues |RZged than now.

The suguestion ts made that forty-
eigbt stare coula bie arranged 8o a8 pre-
renl a perfectly reguiar appearance,and
this pumber will be reacbed when Arl.
zona snd Oklaboma are adm tted. The
ideal wumber, hiwever, is placed st
forty-nice stars in the fieid. Then,
“up, down, uuu diagonally, there
wouid be rows of assven, the mystio
number.”’ To complete tbis arrange-
ment it s stated that, as Alaska harufy
can be consldered a p-sslble atate, it
migbt he added to Washington vreven
to Cahfornia, and with the Indian
Twrritory admilted, the whbotle affair
could be satisfactorlly arrapged, and
itie limit of states in the Unfon be defi-
nitely fixed al forty-nine, If Hawail
should be received, the number gould




