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SALT lameLAKE city
july 1879

editors deseret news

somebomesometimetime ago by my request
professor john BR park presi-
dent of the faculty of the
university of deseret and L F
monch county superintendent of
common schools for weber county
visited the counties of davdavis box
elder cache and rich in the
interests of education and have
made tometo me the following report
andapol as many practical suggestions
are made by these gentlemen whose
positions and practical ability will
not be disputed I1 take pleasure
in forwarding to you for
believingbelievlogeving they will be inglog
to all associated with our districtdistrict
schools as well as general educa-
tional1 interests

respectfully etc
JOHNjoun TA

territorial superintendent of dis-
trict schools

SALT hLAKEAki cutyCITYb ITY
july irth 1879

1jo0 hon rohnnonnjohn tailortaylor ter super
inte dent of district schools
utah
dear flirsir in compliance with

your request abdaad appointment
prof monchmunch and myself left salt
lake city junejuno ulluil to visit
and examine the schools of DAVIS
box elder cache and richbich coun-
ties and having completed our iala-
bors we beg leave herewith to sub-
mit a report of ohrour travels and
work

our plan of procedure on enter-
ing maeheach county waawas aliat to pre-
sent ourselves to the school
superintendent andaud acquaint him
with the character and object of
our commission and gather from
him suchnuch information and get such

as would bettbeat facilitate
our work of examining the schools
of bidhid county such aid in most
casecafes was freely given and materi-
ally furthered our efforts the super

in every case with one
exception planning the order
our visits making arrangements
for it calling meetings for ua
to addresaddress9 and accompanying us in
all our visits throughout hishia coun-
ty

second having decided
order our visits should tatietake
proceeded to examine
schoola as were in session
jnin these examinations we jiddidlid
not interfere with the
order of exercises when they wemwerm
sufficient to exhibit the
of the instruction the progress
the pupils aud the ability of
thacherteacher as auan instructor

onou olthercither
when our time was limited we
would call fotfor what we deemed
testteat classes at other times we
would conduct classes ourselves
sometimes with the object of deter-
mining how thorough had been the
instruction given und at other
times for the purpose of maskingmashing a
little knowledge and aalviceivice to the
teacher as to better methods of in-
structionst than those lietie had adopt-
ed we realized the necessity to
success in teaching ccff an implicit
confidence of the pupil in the
teacher hence we often choose this
guise for our instruction to theth
teacher which while transparent
to himbim did not violate the faith of
itarhi pupils

when circumstances favored we
would address the children of tuethe
school and in familiar language
and by pleasing illustrations im-
press them with some realization
of the advantages of education the
benefits ofbf school the necessity of
regular and punctual attendance
while going to school the duty
and effecteffects of fidelity the import
ance of habits of cleanliness refine-
ment ac and with ailall the duty
of gratitude love and obedience to
their parentiparent kindness and respect
to their associates and faith in gud

during our visit we also took
notes of such factfactssasaasas we thought
might be of interest tofo you or of
statistical importance to your office
pertaining to thetho char-
acter of the schoschoolol01 building its ma-
terial alzsize condition etc its fur-
niture and aid in illus-
trationtratrattionlo10 n as maps charts globes
blackboards ae after the
slon of the school if we remained
aoso long we looktook theibe opportunity of
giving such direct advice to the
teacher as durour observations seemed

A third step in the ccourseourste of our

investsinvestigationsactions waswaa to hold a confer
ence wathwith the trustees who gener-
ally accompanied us in our visits to
the schools in thisthia conference we
urged aaas essential to the best inter-
estseatsests of their district that they
study the duties of their office and
perform those duties with fidelity
and promptness and in order to
avoid the unpleasant and some-
times expensive blunders that are
occasionally made that they study
closely the school law and with a
view noting its defects that
as an instrument designed to aid in
the production of good schools I1 it
might be improved on such oc-
casions we also proposed to hear
any questions that they might
wish to ask pertaining to the du-
ties of their office in man cases
these questions were answered and
elicited the fact that blunders in
attempts to discharge their duties
were not uncommon through
ignorance of the law or its aninmisin-
terpretationterp we learned that inellineil
gible persons had been elected a
trurusruttees that in some cases meet
ings at which a local tax had been
assessed were illegal that teachers
were sometimes employed who held
no certificate from the county
board of Eexamination that its
enumeration of a district absassB
sometimes made up from the tea-
chers roll book thus swelling if
not corrected the enumeration of
its district by counting the same
name two three and perhaps four
times and even including within
itsit suehsuch as were below six years of
age or over sixteen the

was taken also by the trustees
oc to consult our judg-
ment in regard to the proper loca-
tion for school and advice
asked as to the best plan of con-
structionst tiontiou to meet the purposes in
view a

these meetings impressed us
more strongly than ever with the
responsibility and importance of
the office of a trusttrusteeeegeow

the office requires nienmen of obser-
vation good judgment and good
business capacity

it is too often the easecase however
that men are who neglect
their own personal bunness andaud
thus seem to havohayo time to spare
and for this anthey are thought
best bultedsuited for the office but the
truth is that the buslbubl letbettet and
biest men have the guatmoat timao and
exeeexecexecutelitetite the dduties of the office beat

fourtha we held ourselves in rea
diness to speak tatoweloweliluil people on the
subject of education when they
seemed to desire it which appear-
ed to be the case iiiin almost every
settlement so cuilismuch so0 that for the
first twenty one daysdaysoutboutout wewb held
twenty one meetings on these
occasions we endeendeavoredcoreil foert forth
the true nature off education asaa a
means of human development and
for the acquisition of correct knowknows

the necessity of founding all
learning on a basis of ftp morality
and religion itsita importance to a
community like ours with so rich
an inheritance of children and
with such a prospect of influence
power and material progression

we would call the attention of
parents to their duties in theromethe home
training of their children to the
sunday schools asasaaaaA mearsmeans of reli-
gious moral and eventeven in-
structionst to the necessity of a pro-
per organization andhud gradation of
schools to the dangerof employing
any other than honest teachers
with intelligence and education
founded OHon thothe true principles
of morality and religion to the
evil effects of any mental or social
eccentricity or phy fical deformity
in the teacher to thetho necessity of
giving greater attention at home
and at school to the cultivation of
the social virtues

DAVIS COUNTY

on leaving salt like city we
proceeded at once to bountiful the
nearest settlement in davis coun-
ty and called upon the superin-
tendentte mr chester callcalls whom
we found at hlahia home awaiting our
arrival and prepared with a pro
gramme for our work in his county
we visited in order the principal
settlements of therthe county bounri
ful centrevilleCen treville farmington and
rnyKayeville with their several dis-
tricts the schools in most of which

found in session
having heard dihe charge so often

made that the people of this terri-
tory are indifferent to any public
school interest that they are in
fact opposed to general education
wewp were to say the least much
grgratifiedstifled though not surprised to
tindfind fuch p root of the incorrectincorrectnessriess
of the charge as we saw manifest in
the educational spirit and work of
thetho people of davisdavia colmcountyvy we

not find a school room that we
pronounce bad but onn the
bandyhand many of theinthem are

well constructed anciand of good macma-
terial adebie rooktook and brick

the furniture generally was home
made though we found a number
aff rooms supplied with the patent

triumphll desk though import-
ed furniture is in most respects su-
perior to the home made yet we
took occasion in mosmost instancesto
encourage the iatterlatter chiefly on the
ground of econ-omyeconomy imported
desks in the first place are ex-
pensive and again to purchase
them takes the money from the
district and from the territory
whereere it would act again and again
directly and indirectly to the ben-
efit of the school when good pat
ernsfarns are secured and these can beize

secured the home made article will
answer every necessity of cheapness
comfort and utility

though better supplied than the
majority of schools we visited in
the matter of school tparatus or
material for illustratoIllusillustrationtrat on yet the
schools of this county arcare not mphilp
pliedpiled in this respect as we think
they should be

the superintendent mrafr cheater
call however has turfurfurnished each
district in the county or at least
those we visited with a retnet of san
dersdera reading tablets and a set of
payson dunton herlSerlbriers charts
of penmanship which we think
the trustees ought to supplement
with additional material in some
instancesi es we found additional
pieces of apparatus but those were
generally the perpersonalsonai property of
the teacher

A remark hereuponhere upon the care of
school property and especially that
used for the purpose orof class illustra
tion will perhaps be proven ouon
several occasions during our traveistravels
we thought we dicovereddiscovered inexcus-
able negligence in this respectrespects 4

with all proper allowance for or
wear and tear and unavoid-

able accident wo still found euchsuch
material sometimes so sadly abused
through indifferent care
fit for clams use what with proper
care would have been good walwall

maps tablets and charts we have
found lying upon the floor or push-
ed behind benches or bookcases
coveovcoveredtred wilh ditt and cobwebs orOT

faded and warped and blistered
from exposure in the window as
nuns hadesbades or kostopto stop the wind and
rainruin through broken glass globes
we have seeneven dismounted and
denteddenied and scarredairedec and black-
boards wantonly defaceddefaced

thes observations are general
andapply with dreatergreater significance
perhaps to schools inJD fiherother places

I1 than to those of I avis county
in the matter

for her schools this county hashassutault
reasons to be proud there ikii
nothing perhaps connected with
nurour school affairs that more signify
cantly indicates true eillefficiencyclencyelency or
their relation to the spirit and
progress of the age than
thel character of the teachers em
aloyed fideFIDO grounds and houses
and furniture and apparatus and
books all of the best and mostmoat ex-
pensive kinds are simply deadendead un-
productive manner without the an-
imus of a live and progressive
teacher the old fashioned text-
book questions and answer teach-
ers we believe are rapidly becom-
ing obsolete and we trust will be
boonsoon entirely supplemented by a
cibbsclass with bettervetter scholastic attain-
ments higher conceptions of man
and his destiny broader viewviews of
the objects anifanti duties of tiffliff nd
in consequence in possession of
improved and more consistent me-
thods of instruction

without detracting anything
from the appreciation and good
judgment of the trusttrusteespebpes in thirthis
county who have employed comcorn
potent teateacherschurschirs we have reason to
believe that their opportunities for
buchruchruehr selections are due in a great
measure to the efficient manage-
ment of their county superintend
ent we found him greatly inter-
ested in the welfare of the
of his county andaritt so active in the
duties of hisbis office that behe seemed
to be thoroughly acquainted with
the gondibondiconditiontion and wants of every
district in his charge especially inils
the matter of teachers

the grading of schools is a sub-
ject of which wowe took particulari
note and urged on almost evevoryeveryery
occasion in eppepepeakingaking before the
Ppeoplepie thetherbthere bhabhasas been scarcely an
atattempteampt yetit at gradation in davis
cucountyaty though it haba fine facilities
for executing suchbuch a plan to its evi
dent advantage

in earteast bountiful district how-
ever arrangements are being made

1 which probably will babe clomp lewd

for the winter session for using the
buildings now occupied forfor prima-
ry grades only and a central build
ing1139 now in course of erection for
intermediate and high tradesgrades the
newnow building promisesprom ieca to be a fine
structure of brick two stories and
45 x 28 feet in dimensions the
plan of the house iais well design-
ed for theithe purposes intended 1 and
eo confident are the trustees of the
early completion of every arrange-
ment necessary to carry into effect
their plan that they have already

their teachers for the in-
termediatetermedter late and higher grades thirhe
superintendent mr call desir 1

and expects to bring the other dis
of bountiful south and west

boonsoon into the samegame plan and bj
the good results which he believebeliever
will follow he hopes to indue
other settlements of his county to
adopt a similar organization luin
recreerecommending0mm ending the gradation of ourout
schools we would have it under
stood that we do not refer to the
procrustean plan of classclasiclassification
that is I1 an arbitrary grouping of
pupils into elelassieeiaselasasseskteste or pradesgrades aia
they are called without any refer
euceonce to mental peculiarity or capa-
city taste or disposition this plan
of casting all natures however di-
versifiedversi fied in character into the sarnearn
educational world rekrezrestricting all
to the samesams class of studies andaud toto
the o irieilie ratetate of it
proving a failure where it has beehbeer
tried and is becoming justly
popular

gradation however based upon
the principle of division of labolaborr a
tried and true principle of politicalol01

economy is quite a different hingthing
and iaIs wwhatnathat we should recorecommendmilell
in all casesdases justified by the extent
of patronage and its diversity of
attainment in pupils ther
is no cramping of the intellect
in this systembyrem but each pulpuipupil11 i1
given the fullest latitude pussibl
to carrycrarry out any peculiar bent nl0 1

mind or to foster any aptitude tha
be may posses and thus per hap
attainattale a cueuperlor degree of excel
lence in a direction unsuited t
evryev ry other mind itsiia most I

ble and popular argument ho
eber ifIs found in ececonomynomy of
lator aidardaad expense that it secures

in cloying our report of davibavi
county weve soulas not forget to0 o
call your attention to the pleasant
receptionsrectec we met and thetha kind
entertainment and treatment wwo

everywhere received as comma
hinnersfinners of the chief educationap
f officerr of our territory the civil
onnofluersfluera the bishops and the people
of this county aswellas wellweli ashe etbert
we visited by their favor anandd assis-
tancebatice aided us greatly in the ac-
complishment of our work which
we truly appreciate and we hopehopt
t all instances properpropertyjy lecog

BOX ELDER COUNTY

our introduction to box elder
county was auspicious arriving
in villard city on sunday Jun
22 we were met by the county
superintendent Wwmm A christen

beneenen from whom we learned thatthai
arrangements bad been made forboruhus
to addessss thetho people in the even
iriging on the subject of our mission

the meeting held was large and
the audience attentive and manmant
bested a deeddeep interest in the
of education and an ability if we
may judge nomromfrom impressions receive

Ad to discriminate in favor of itith
bestbeat principles

onn the followingfollow dg day we visitedteil
the only school then in session inJD

the settlement we found it ex
cellena in almost every respect it
baa two departments a primary
andaand a more advanced one boubott
teachers of which are good the
principal by blahia broad conception
of the object of education hishia apt
qualitiesulesties and his excellent method
of instruction certainly detj e
servingS the name he bear
the appointments of the school
rooms were all that could be ex
pecked patent triumph dekedehede hehs
monte ithamallwail mapmsp
writing charts good wall black
boards globe map f utah color
charts numerical frame primary
charts etc most of which were
utaeded in our presence in such a wa
as gave evidence that both teacher
and pupil had comprehended their
utility in other ways than that of
serving simply to adorn the school

1 room
leaving willard we proceeded to

brigham city and from that point
i visited in slonblon the schools of
mantua Cd rinne lake sidebide and

the only settlements
thus accessible to us that had
schools in session

attemptedwe attenapte mekmetmeetingsbinks in only
two otof thm places brigham city

and mantumantua at both of which then
seemed to bea a fine
spirit prevailing

the earnestness of the good udoico
pie of mantua iais shown in
willingness to convene on buchsuch
call as an educational
an hour BOso 1aaleI
we remonstrated with
nentneut christensen for calling an
logbog at uchfuch anart unfavorable Utiutin
for farmers and in their bawhaw
seasonaasonasabonasonabon however it seemed lovlok
the only time uloet 4Harrangements forfur our visits butkbulk

said the people would com out

and indeed they did for
crowded house otof attentive ilgtig

erbere after our examination
the school abdatand at
ineroemeetingeting we huldhald our usual 0
feferetichferretice with the trustees adyacyauaaug

for the first time heardbeard a connicconnie
which wevia
afterwards in thibaudthibaudbandsaud other naLZ
ties they say we
or the publiopublic money for tt
schools why iais itelvettilnettVett
garogano our teachers pledis

out0
melvesrelves for euchsuch part of01 abelnthelmlbelnelm as
the public school money gaasswroteif1

but being unable tuto 1

0 the fulli
are obliged to borrow moneys
heavy in terent tuto keepkepp our evletl
tai violate 11 they rebonrebunre bunsoneon 14
kamuch MSas the three duillhiu ttaitax 1

the daymopaymentnt of school tjthilai
onlyuly it should be used for lint

himihoh o that under the lewnewali w iny
dating the collectlolloi of isi i
should be few itif any I1dalktaxes that thibthia schoolechool
therefore come into tim

i

that it this va cavacata w by wamam A

butnull get i heirtheir orders cabbel
report thiathis fact to you
as we have healdbeald it

box
rich countiescoun ties and it mapmay brbp liilit
he hamefame facttact is rueruf I1

it
v but we did not hiak to hegtbeal

abere was but one
bionstun iuin brigham cit during iwOW

and that compohiedfied

primary
in tiute of nearly bliuli the abol

we examined rhephe
measonseason and thetho
have left but few of th 18laatt 1I

advanced pupils in theeb I1
principal school had closeal
sion before our arrivaarrivi N

visited the room
wujen the school hadhud takd

taught anti fluid it largelauge dald

mullousmudiouslousousoua 33 x 63 feet in diniedime
bated 62 of the

desks and
bevbev ralrul good
atus

rhefhe buildmogfog hethe upper hllbli
which are aea for L chool purimpup
Is known as the social hailhall
nelnetnoli chool property thatthai bsithitil

not legally in ibethe
which we rouinlouin

1

rueruotruetue with respect to the TA

umed for school purposesea W
listrict of this county chati

iredted but two willard anaw

side
luin this respect box eldeeide i

mostmoat exceptional to uteuie ltv1

countisscoun tits we visited forkinA
we were correctly md ml

of the propertyproperly employed lads
purposes liflis det ded to
be district and the hounou

rally used exclusively for idd

corinne was renting a 10

methodistMethodiat church for heirbeir
I1 hau been

for the school and sosip

isPs new purpose we though4
wellweli ft

deweyvilleDewe wa A the
our route through boiBOX

Countcounty3 at which wbwe fjonfoo

chool in sessionseidon webert
wad the
chriChil stensenen and preparedprep 11

pilot ourselves until
should preachreach our dextwil t

utof regular labor oaon bur r

cache county we called 1

I1indian farm on the banks of1

river where we found pt
40

underwayunder way for openings3
1

school for the indian yoo
0convenient roomroum halihalt beenbeed el

for the purpose in a buibut

bently erected it oil

requisitert ffurnitureurn iture and ftA cobiaco

teacher to complete the v
ments which we were i
would soon be supplied

leaving the lidian fa
proceeded to thetile daiydalyAC

ovi
enterenterpriseprise ot lad

located dearrear the cour1
tweentweed ax eldereldera andv cache

1tit

ties the I1 lonion awaid

20 eirisleiria to milk over 0 I1gjdd

mauemake the neconecessaryosary VS0 1

cheesechee e haor cu

these young POpeople
8 jl ijo mlzed lnlawvu


