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SarT LAKE CITY,
July 80th, 1879,

Fditors Deseret News:

Some time ago, by my request,
Professor John R. Park, presi-
dent of the faculty of the
University of Deseret, and L. F,
Monch, county superintendent of
common schools for Weber County,

visited the counties of Davis, Box
Elder, Cache, and Rich, in the
interests of education, and have
made to me the following report,
and as many practical suggestions
are made by these ;lon{laman whose
positions aad practical ability will
not be disputed, I take pleasure
in forwarding to you fer publication
believing they will be interesting
to all associated with our distriet
schools, as well as general educa-
tional interests.
ele.,

Respectfully,
JOHN TAYLOR,
Territorial Superintendeut of Dis-
trict Schcols.

*—-——I—-

BALT LAKE CIiTY,
July 18th, 1879,

70 Hon. John Taylor, Ter. Super-
igtajfﬁnt of District Sechools,
tah:

Dear BSir—In compliance with
vour reqguest and appointment,
Prof Mooch and myself left Salt
Lake City, June 16th ult., to visit
and examine the schools of Davis,
Box Eider, Cache, and Rich Coun-
ties, and having completed our la~
bors, we beg leave herewith to sub-
mit & report of our travels and
work.

Our plan of procedure on enter-
ing each county was, first, to pre-
sent ourselves to
superintendent, and acquaint bhim
with the character and object of
our commission, and gather from
him such information, and get such
assistance as would best facilitate
our work of examining the schools

| ties of their office.

investigations was to hold a confer-
ence with the trustees, who gener-
ally accompanied us im our vigits to
the scheools, In this conference we
urged as essential to the best inter-
ests of their district, that they
study the duties of their office, and

rperfurm those duties with fidelity

and promptness; and in order to
avoid the unpleasant and some-

times expensive blunders that are|pe

oceasionally made, that they study
closely the school law, and with a

view also of noting its defects, that | g

as an instrument designed to aid in

the production of good schools, it | p

might be improved, On such oc-
casions we also proposed to hear
any questions that they might
wish to sek pertaining to the du-
In many cases,
these questions were answered, and
elicited the fact that blunders in

| attempts to discharge their duties

were not uncommon. Through
ignorance of the law or its miSin-
terpretation we learned that ineli-
gible persens had been elected a-
trustees, that in some cases meel
ings, at which a lecal tax had been
assessed, were illegal; that teachers
were sometimes ampi’uﬂd who held
no certificate from the County
Board of Examination; that its
enumeration of a distriet wss
sometimes made up from the tea-

the school *

cher’s roll-book, thus swelling, If
not corrected, the enumeration of
ite district by countivg the same
name two, three, and perhaps four
times, and even inecluding within
it EUEEI as were below six years of
age, or over sixteen, The opportu

nity was taken also, by the trustees
oczasionally, to consult our judg-
ment in regard to the proper loca-
tion for school-housess, and advice
asked as to the best plan of con-
struction, to meet the purposes 1o
view. -

These meetings impressed us
more strongly than ever with the
responeibility and importance of
the office of a trustee,

The office requires men of obser-
vation, good judgment and good
business capacity.

It is too often the casre, however,

of his county. BSuch aid, in most
caces, was freely given, and materi-
ally furthered our efforts, the super-
inendent in every ease, with ene
exception, planpiog the order of
our visits, making arrangements
for it, calling meetiogs for us
to address, and accompanying us in
all our visits throughcut his coun-
ty.

~econd, having decided on jthe
order our: vigits should take, we

proceeded to examine such
schools as were in  session
in these examinations we did
not interfere with the regular
order of exercises when they were
sufficient to exhibit the character
of the instruction, the progress of
the pupiis, and the ability of the
teacher as an instraector.

Oa oither occasions, however,
when our time was limited, we
would call ior what we deemed
test classes. At other times we
would conduct classes ourselves,
sometimes with the object of deter-
mining how thorough had been the
instruction given, and at other
times for the purpose of masking a
little knowledge and advice to the
teacher as to better methods of ir-
struction than those he had adopt-
ed. We realized the necessity to
success in teaching,cf an implieit
confidence of the pupil in the
teacber, hence we often choose this
guise for our imstruction to the
teacher, which, while transparent
to him,

hiwupila.
hen circumstances favored, we
would address the children of the
school and in familiar language
and by pleasing illustrations, im-
press them with some realization
of the advantages of education, the
benefits of school, the necessity of
regular and punctual attendance
while going to school, the duty
and effects of fidelity, the import
ance of habits of cleanliness, refine-
ment, &c., and with ail the duty
of gratitude, love and obedience to
their parents, kindness and respect
to their associates, and faith in Goud.
Daring our ' wvisit, we also took
notes of such facts as' we thought
might be of interest to you, or of
statistical importance to your offics,
pertaining to the locationand char-
acter of the school building, its ma-
terial, size, condition, etc., its fur-
niture and material for aid in illas-
tration, 88 maps, charts,
blackboards, &c. After the dismi--
sion of the school, if we remained
g0 long, we took the epportunity of

, giving such direct advice to the

teacher as our observations seemed
to justify. .

A third step in the course of our|the people of Davis Ocunty.

that men are chosen wbo neglect
their own personal business and
thus seem to have time to spare,
and for this reason they are thought
best suited for the office, but the
truth is, that the busiest and thrif
tiest men have the most time and
execute the duties of the office best.
Fourth, We held ourselves in rea
diness to speak to the people on the
subject of edueation; when they
seemed to desire it, which appear-
ed to be the case in almost every
settlement, so mueh 8o that for the
first twenty-one days out, we  held
twenty-one meetin On these

occasions we endeavored to et forth |

the true nature of education as a
means of human development, and
for the acquisition of correct Know-
ledge; the necessity of founding all
learning on a basis of true morality
and religion; its importance to a
community like ours, with so rich
an ivheritance of children, and
with such a prospect of influence,
power, and material progression.
We would call the attention of
parents to their duties in the home
training of their children; to the
sSunday schools asa means of reli-
givus, moral and even recular in-
struction: to the necessity of a pro-
per organization and gradatiop of
schools; to the danger of employing
any other than honest teachers,
with intelligence and education
founded om the true principles

of morality and religion; to Lhe

did not violate the faith of | evil effects of any mental or social

eccentricity or phyeical deformity
in the teacher; to the necessity of
giving greater attention, at home

| and at échool, to the cultivation of

the gocial virtues.
DAVIS COUNTY.

On leaving Salt Lake City, we
proceaded at once to Bountitul, the
pearest settlement in Davis Coun-
ty, and called upon the superin-

F made that the peop
globes, |

tendent, Mr. Chester Call, whom
we found at his home awaiting our
arrival snd prepared with a pro-
gramme for our work in his county.
We visited in order, the principal
settlements of the county—Bounti
ful, Centreville, Farmington aud
Kaysville, with their several dis-
tricts, the schools in most of which
we found in session.

Having heard fhe charge so often
le of this Terri-
tory are indifferent to any public
school interest, that they are in
fact opposed to general education,
we were, to say the least, much
gratified, though net surprised, to
find such proot of the incorrectoess
of the charge as we saw manifest in

the educational spirit snd work f;r
=]

e —

did pot find a scheol room tbhat we
could pronounce bad, but on the
other hand, many of them are
well constructed, and of good ma-
terial, adobie, rock and brick, :

The furniture generally was home
made, though we found & number
*f rooms nuPpliad with the patent

Triumph’’ degk. Though import-
ed furniture is in most respects eu-
rior to the home made, yet we
took oceasion, in mos' instances to
encourage the latter, chiefly on the
round of economy. . Imported
desks, in the first place, are ex-
ensive, and again, to purchase
them takes the money from the

district and from the Territory, |and ex

- T —
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for the winter gession, for using the|and Mantus, at both of which the,

buiidings now occupied for prima-
ry grades only, and a central build

ing, now in course of erection, for
intermediate and high grades, The
new building promises to be a fine
structure of brick, two stories, and
45 x 28 feet in dimensions. The
plan of the house is well design-
ed for the purposes intended, and
so econfident are the trustees of the
early completion of every arrange-
ment necessary to carry into effect

| their plan, that they bave alread)

secured thelr teachers for the in-
termediate and higher grades The
Superintendent, Mr, Call, desir »
pects to bring the other dis

where it would act again ana again, | tricts of Bountiful, South and West,

directly and indirectly,
efit of the school,
erns are secured, and Lhese cap
secured, the home made article will

answer every necessity of cheapness | adopt a similar orgauization,

comfort and utility.

to the ben-|soon into thesame plan,and b
When good pat-| the good results which he believes
e[ will follow,

he hopes to induce
other rettlements of his County Ito
L

recommending the gradation of our

Though better supplied than the | schools, we would have it under

majority of schools we visited in |

the matter of school sparatus, or
naterial for illustration, yet the
schools of this county are not sap-
plied in this respect as we thiuk
they should be.

The Buperintendent, Mr, Cheste:
Call. however, has furnished each
distriet in the county, or at least
those we visited, with a set of SBan
der’s reading tablets, and a set of
Payson, Dunton & Scribner’s charts
of penmanship, which we think
the trustees ought to supplement
with additional material, In some
i .stances, we found additional
pieces of apparatus, but those were,
generally, the personal preperty of
the teacher.

A remark here upon the care of
school property,and especially that
used for the purpose of class illustra
tion, will, perhaps, be proven. Ob
several occasions during our travels
we thought we di-covered inexcys-
able pegligence in this respect, &

With all proper allowance for or
dipary wear and tear and uvavoid-
able accident, we still found such
material sometimes so sadly abused
through indifferent care, asscarcel)
fit for class use What with proper
care would have been good Wwal
maps, tablets, and charts, we bave
found lyivg upon the floor, or push-
ed behind benches or bookecases,
covered with dirt and cobwebs, or
taded and warped and blistered
from exposure in the window as
sunshades, or to stop the wind and
rain throngh broken glass; globes
we have sven dismounted ano
dented and ecarred, and blaeck-
boards wantenly defaced,

Thes- observations are g-neral
and apply with greater significance,
perhaps, to schools in other places
than to those of 1-avis County.

In the matter of good teacher-
for ber schools, this county has just
reasons to. be proud  There ir
nothing, perhaps, connécted with
our school affairs that more gignifi
cantly indicates true efficiency, or
their relation to the spirit and
progress of the age than
the character of the teachers em
ployed. Fipe grounds and houses
and forniture and spparatus and
boeks, all of the best and most ex-
pensive kinds, are simply dead, un-
productive manner without the an-
jmmus of a live and progressive
teacher. The old-fashioned text-
book questions-and-answer teach-
ers, we believe are rapidly becom-
ing obsolete, and we trust will be
soon entirely supplemented by a
class with better scholastic attrin-
ments, higher conceptions of man
and his destiny, broader views of
the ehjec's apd duaties of life wnd
in consequence, in possession of
improved and more consistent me-
thods of instruction,

Without detracting anything
from the appreciation and good
judgment of the trusiees in this
county, who have employed com
petent teachers, we have reason to
believe that their opportunities for
~uch selections are due, in a great
measure, to the efficient munage-
ment of their county superintend
ent. We found bim greatly inter-
ested in the wellare of the schonls
of his county, and so active in the
duties of his office that he seemed
to be thoroughly acquainted with
the condition and wants of every
district in his eharge, especially 1n
the matter of teachers,

| The grading of schools is a sub-

ject of which we took particular
| note and urged on almost every
occasion in epeaking before the
people. There has been scarcely an
attempt yet at gradation in Davis
County, though it bas fine facilities
for executing such a plan to its evi
dent advantage.

In East Bountiful distriet, how-
ever, arrangements are being made,

which probably will be compicted

stood that we do not refer to the
procrustean plan of classification
that is, an arbitrary groupivg Of
pupils into elasses, or grades &r
they are called, without any refes
euce to mental peculiarity or capa-
¢ity, tuste or disposition. This plan
of easting all natures, however di-
versified in charaoter, into the same
educational world, restricting all
to the same class of studies and  lo
the seme rate of progression, is
proving a failure where it has beewn
iried, and is becoming justly uvu
popular,
radation, however, based upowm

the principle of division of labor, a
tried and true principle of politica)
economy, is quite a different thing
and is what we should recommend
in all cases justified by the extent
of patronage, and its diversity of
avtainment in puplils. There,
is no cramping of the intellect
in this system, but each pupil i
given the fullest Jatitude pussibl
to carry out any peculiar bent ol
mind, or to foster any aptitade tha
he may posses~, and thus perhap-
atiaip a ~uperior degree of excel
lence in a direction unsuited I
every other mind. 1's most plausi
ble and popular srgument, how
e7er, i= found in the economy of
lavor and expense that it secures

In closing our report of Davi
County, we soould not forget 1o
call your attentien to the pleassaot
receptions we mel, and the Kind
entertainment . and trealment we
everywhere received as commis
«ioners of the chief educationa
«fficer of our Territory. The eivi)
officers, the bishops, and the peopie
of (his county, as well as 1he otbers
we visited, by their favor and assi~
tance, aided us greatly in the ac-
complishment of our work, whieh
we truly appreciate, and we hope
+ all instauces, properiy recog

ﬂiiﬂd. :
BOX ELDER COUNTY.

Our introduction to Box Elder
County was auspicious., Arriving
mm willard City, on Sunday, Juane
22, we were met by the Count)
sSuperintendent Wm. A Christen
sen, from whom we Jlearned that
arrangements had been made for us
to addr: ss the people in the even
ing on the subject of our misgion,

The meeting held was large and
the audience attentive, and mani
fested & deep interest in the subjec
of education, and an ability, if we
may judge 'rom impressions receiv
+d, to diseriminate in favor of it-
best principles.

On the following day we visited
the only school then in session ip
the settlement. We found it ex
cellent in almost every respect I
has two departments, a primary
and & more advanced one, both
teachers of which are good, the
principal, by bis broad conceptiou
of the object of education, his apt
qualities, and his excellent methoo
of instraction, certainly de
serving the pame he bear-~
The appointments of the school
rooms were all that could, be «x

ted; patent *'Triumph’ de-ke,
onteith’s wail map, Spencerian
writing charts, goou wall black
boards, globe, map f Utah, color
charts, pumerical frame, primary
charte, ete, most of which were
u-ed in our presence in such a wa)
as gave evidence that both teacher
and pupil had comprehended their
atility in other ways than that of
serving simply to adorn the school
room. _

Leaving Willard we proceeded to
Brigham City, and from that point
visited in succession the schools of
Mantua, Corinne, Lake Side, and
Deweyville, the only settlements
thus accessible to us that had
schools in session

We attempte! meetings in only
two of these places, Brigham Ciby

| provementb Beetel¥y

geemed to be a fine ‘ﬁﬂﬂlﬁou“
spirit prevailing.

The earnestuess of the good
ple of Mantua is shown {p
willingness to convene on such
call as an educational meetiyg !
an hour so unpropitous '“F‘
We remonstrated with %
aent Christensen for calling &
i.g at ~uch an unfavorable g,
for farmers, and in their b
scason. However, it seemedy,
the only time possivle, unde
arrangements for our visits; by,
said the people would “come gy
and indeed they did, for wehy,
crowded house of atlentive lig
ers. After our examipatio ,
the echool and at the closeoly
meetivg, we held our u
ference with the trustees, anfl
for the first time heard a com
which we encounterd freque
afterwards in this a..d other
tiee. They say, ‘**We
of the public mun%
schools,” ¢ 1
gaye our teachers. pl
selves for such part of Lh
the public schoo) money wol
but, being unable to obiainy
portionment o the sehool fug
are obliged to borrow mong
heavy interest, tv Keep our ey
wviolate ” They re.son,
asmuch »8 the three will tax
the payment of sebool 1
oply, it should be used for
«Jee; that under the new iy
Jating the collection of taxs
should be few if any ¢
taxes; that this school &
therefore, come into the i
that if this is the case why @
not get their erders cashed
report this fact 10 you substau
as we have head it frequ

hroughout Box k)der (Mx
Rich counties, and, i% ﬂqh !

he =ame fact is true
‘v, but we did not h

it. e
[bere was but one +ohool in s
sion in Brigham City duribg w
vixit, and that com pused ehield
primary pupile,which might bl
in truth of nearly all  the
we examived. [be latenssy
season and the demasnds of
have left but few of the lag
sdvanced pupils in the sehal
privcipal scheool had closeds

e
| S o

sion before our arriv
visited the room, bhowess,
which the school huad

taught ana foond it large anl
mudious, 33 x 63 feet in dim
-eated wih 62 of the paw?
umph?’’ desks, and supph
sev: ral good pieces~ of &
«atus, |
be building, the uppﬂﬁ‘
which are used for =chool pipe
is kKnown as the Boeisl Hallk b
not school property, that i
pot legaily ip the poesessiond
crusteess, which we founl”
rrue with respect to the
u~ed for school purpugses I
aistriet of this county that®
ired, but two, Willard at
Side, .
I this respect Box Bl
most exXceptional to e
counties we visited, for s
we were correctly informd
of the property employedinss
purposes is derded 10 thells
(he Jistricty, and the houss
rally, used exclusively for &%
Corinne was renting &
Methodist church for her
[ hbao been convepiently:
vised for the schoul, and &
i'8 new purpose, we though*
well. X
Deweyville was the lasti®
eur route through Box
County, at which we

chool in eession, We DS
misced the superiutendess &
Christensen,- and p

pilot  ourselves mitﬂ;

should Sreach our ~
ol regular labor ot
Cache County, we called i'
[udiap Farm on the bulil]‘ -
River, where we fouund %
tions under Euy fudriu enliDg ™
school for the_lndisn .

couvenient l"ﬂud ﬁ‘lﬁ
for the purpose, in ‘@ bulltts,

cently erected It needed obll
requisite furniture and l%
teacher to complete tllﬁw
ments, which, we were 155
would soon be supplied. _ o

Leaving. the Iudiap L85
proceeded to the "Dﬂﬂm
erative enterprise of Brig
located near the boundary *
tween Box Elder apd Ust
ties.. The institution «m
20 virls to milk over 40
make the nDeCcessary
cheere.

These young p:ng: |
ized themselves 1L -' |
zed th " whih




