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speare it is said that it is doubtful
whether in all his his life he read a
novel the stern realities of life had
more charm to him than common fic-
tion the unparalleled achievements
of the seventeenth president of the
united states can be better appreciat-
ed when his early struggle torfor intel-
lectual advancement is kept in view

As the picture of abraham lincoln
now stands forth on the pages of his-
tory it reveals the statesman steering
with steady hand and consummate skill
the ship of state through untold dan-
gers away from destruction and to
safety it shows the masterly orator the
powerful logician the upright citizen
excelling in honesty and simplicity as
in statesmanship but above all it
presents to our view the firm belbelieverleirer
inin god as the supreme ruler of the
world who controls the events of na-
tions and the destiny of men would
he have been what he was had his
youthful mental faculties been
in the high schools of the world in
stead of in the school of nature what
influence would the study of the philo
sophy and oratory of the ancients
guided by the stereotyped forms of
modern perception have had upon him
in what way would his character have
been different from that formed by
thoughtful attention to the philosophy
embodied in aesoph simple fables the
ethics of Bun pilgrim and the
solemn teachings of the bible it may
be impossible to form a true reply to
these questions but there can be no
doubt that lincoln as he was was the
man needed la the place he occupied
at the time he was the instrument
of the almighty formed for a purpose
As he was he became a savior of the
country whose fame will increase as
time rolls on and the work he accom-
plished is better understood and ap-
preciatedpreciaprec ted
tiethe life work of men like lincoln

should for ever silence the critics who
bestow sneers upon the mission of jo-
seph the prophet or his great suc-
cessor because of their so called il-
literacy or the humble beginnings of
their career they are in select com-
pany in14 this regard and the criticism
of scholarly ignorance exhausts itself
against the marvelous fact that notmany wise men after the flesh not
many mighty not many noble are
called for special purposes in the
history of the world the elect those
whose destiny tois to make epochs ververyy
often belong to the class regarded as

despised so that the glory of things
accomplished may be ascribed to him
to whom alone it belongs

it is well to remember abraham lin-
coln as an instrument in the hands of
the almighty in his life and in his
death he tois a lesson to old and young
that cannot be too much contemplated
saas long as the cause for which he gave
his life tkik dear to human hearts

ALABASTER BOXES

during a conversation in the news
editorial room about relieving the dis-
tressedtres Bed which occurred a day or two
ago a gentleman who participated
took from hlahis pocket book a ccardardwhich he said he had carried for years
and on which were printed the follow-ing words by an unknown author
OINfendWendPr

fiade you any alabaster boxes of
jove and tenderness to break over the
coffina of your friends when they are
dead please dont wait break them
slownow speak kind words while their
ears coacan hear them and while their
heartseaI1 ts can be thrilled and made hap-
pier

liet us not criticismcriticisecritic isetse others until we
vii faithfully performed our own

y thewha flowers YOUyon meant to sendr their coffins send to their hoheb

before their eyes are closed forever
say your kind words to living people

I1 itif my friends have any alabaster
boxes laid away full of fragrant per-
fumes of sympathy and affection which
they intend to break over my body I1
would rather they would bring them
out in my weary and troubled hours
and open them that I1 may be refreshed
and cheered while I1 need them I1 would
ratherfather have a plain coffin a funeral
without a eulogy and an unmarked
grave than to live without the sympa-
thy and friendship of those around
mnme

let us anoint our friends beforehand
for their burial let us cheer the
burdened spirits now flowers on the
coffin cast no fragrance backward over
lifes weary way

in the midst of the rush for money
and for power and for other forms of
self aggrandizement which so pre emi
bently characterizes the closing years
of the nineteenth century such senti-
ments as these bear a refreshing sweet-
ness like that of a cool and fragrant
breeze sweeping over a desert it is
a good thing to carry in the pocket
book along with ones bank notes a
card on which they are printed

it is well to speak kindly of the dead
but it is better to speak kindly to the
living there is a probability that the
dead have a means of ascertaining in
what tone we talk of them but there is
a certainty that the living will be
cheered if we will talk to
them the age is sordid and its ten-
dencies are selfish heartless and merci-
less itif our spiritual natures are to
escape its contamination we must cul-
tivate love and sympathy for our kind
and the virtue of charity which more
nearly than any other is the essence
of christianity

THE VALENTINE

it would be both unprofitable and un-
necessary to attempt to account foxyfor the
origin of the valentine in order to show
its gravity as an infliction upon civili-
zation like divorce the saloon and

I1 the teal boss the valentine in all
its enormity is with us to know when
or whence it came would hardly allevi-
ate its baneful effects

there ia some likelihood that the
valentine in its original form was all
right but in the form which it mostly
wears nowadaysnow a days it isia all wrong
when it used to appear as a dainty and
delicately worded missive timidly yet
hopefully expressive of the tender pas-
sion it probably do a great
aamountmaunt of harm sometimes it perhaps
did good by enhancing the sum total of
happiness in the life of both sender and
recipient but in its modern comic
character it is only fit for execration

in fact it is a misnomer to call it
comic for it is too iiseriouserious a nuisance

to be regarded as at all funny it tois
low coarse and often indecent its
humor toIs of a gross and debased sort
that ought to be universally con-
demned it tois a convenient vehicle foxfoi
insult when used by persons older than
children and its tendencies among jhb
latter axeare the opposite of elevating oz01
refining

it has become the custom in this
state and especially in this city dur-
ing recent years for children to go
from house in the evening lay
comic valentines on the doorsteps

pound thunderously on the door and
then scamper away this sort of
amusement tois kept up until a late

hour at night for a week or two in-
cluding st valentines jayday proper and
its extensive prevalence Is deemed a
justification by refined and well bred
children for engaging in it but such a
practice can never be otherwise tathanlareprehensible no matter how widely it
may prevail parents should exert

it
their influence and authority to atop

in regard to the sending by mallor otherwise of so called sentimentalvalentines there are certain rules ofpropriety that ought to be observedand one of these forbids actyanonymous correspondence betweenyoung people of opposite sexes onoil anypretense whatever A sentimentalvalentine is often a very beautifulthing and most appropriate to be keptand prized as a souvenir but no real-ly honorable young man will send sucha token to a young lady unless the ac-quaintance and relations of friendship Sbetween them justify such an acthis part and he should enclose MA
on

card or in some manner indicate hu IS

ind entity no young lady ought to prizesuch a gift from an unknown giver in1132so doing she may be incurring seriousrisk there are various phases of thevalentine question that demand theconsideration of parents and other ad-visers of the young

THE eisteddfod
the news is pleased to learn thatarrangements have been perfected foi s

1

I1 a grand eisteddfod to be given in thistv conference time thetion of this state embracesembraces natives of smany countries and as a rule all aftdional traits and prejudices that tend 9tc perpetuate narnarrowness13 or blanish H
ness or that exert an influence to orere tvent the people of the state from blbbcoming a homogeneous and solidifiedbody of patriotic citizenscitizen8 ought to bediscouraged

but the eisteddfod though peculiarlypec uliarly 1
a welsh institution comes under novalid objection in its very nature it SN

is calculated to stimulate the noblest 1impulses of any people song musicpoetry eloquence patriotism humairsympathy and the universal brothersbrothehood of man are all promoted by
ancient feature of celtic civilization faand every nationality and every creed ain the state will do well to lend it ahearty endorsement participate in itsit fdelights and drink in of its influence

the eisteddfod which was held in thiscity in october 1895 spread a motmost ivwholesome effect not alone over allutah but over a number of other statesstate t
in the union notably colorado altohbok
and pennsylvania and thousands 0or 1

people in various parts of the
saw a new light in deseret and ex r vperlenperien ced a shaking up of their formeropinions of its people in consequence
of that feast of music and flow of goob jt
fellowship much good a great deatdeaf i

of innocent pleasure for the masses
aniland no harm at all would come 0off rnmaleaking the eisteddfod a permanent insel A

aution in this commonwealth

SINGULAR CAMPAIGN

boston shoe manufacturer whoawho
doesdoas not believe in a tariff on hideshide x
and wants to seeaee it removed has adopt

1

ed a novel method for pubp
lie opinion in that direction in each

shoes he sends out tois enenclosedlosew
a circular addressed to the retailrecall dealdead-
er reading as follows

in each pair contained in this caiaacsa
will be found a protest against thematt
hide tariff which has increased the coot
of footwear none of your neighborly
friends and customers can I1 believebellevp
ascribe any larger return for their cat-
tle to the enactment of this hide tarttariffs
while you have no recourse but to
along the increased cost of your sshoeam
and this increased postcost works inmot

I1 seriously upon the corthoncommon low arleed
grades which are sold to the
majority of working peopeopleale

also laIs a petition to ober


