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generation after generation pas-ed
away, of Whether the time com-
passed in their srection was comparn-
tively hrief must he left te conjecture,

This much 8 Epnown: long before
Columbus had thought of the Occideut
the mound builders bhad ﬁnlm.eg their
span and returned to mingle with the
sofl, When tne tirat caravel oi the
explorer pushed its prow through the
waves of the Allantic trees grew shove
the mold of u people that bad Jived in
the **New World,» )

There is iD the fzct that this race « f
dead giante is belng scooped out with
ghovels to 11l the streets and be pressed
hy the hurrying feet of civ:lizatiou, an
example of the grim reality of materiul
progress, ADd there is another lesson.
It recalls the circumstance that noth-
ing may be deemed Tustiug:

0 fleot the works of man, back Lo the carlh

agnin,
Ancient and holy things fade Uke o dream.

Peravy,s to whom prebistorle antaros
pology has been a study, anod the pec-
ple in geperal sre walching the demo-
lition of the fmacus mound in the
once-heautiful walout grove 1  Mar-
tin’s Ferry with not a little interest.
The hl: mound hag, it s suppoeed,
stoud for nearly 1000 years,and now the
ancient landmark, EKnown (o almost
every petsod IL the Oblo valley, and
which has been viewed by tuily 400,-
000 people, 18 belng removed, not for
the bepefit of science, but that the
earth ip it may be used for street-fill-
ing. A dJoZen 6D are at work with
balf thet oumber of horses and carts.
QGreat crowds are daily visiting the
scene, and relic-hunters are muking
Iife a burden tor C. Chl: Ccohran, the

r, and bis workmen.
c°§f§?ﬁ‘3x§ Ferry,which basfor halfofa
century prized the big tumulus so
highly, iz greatly exociled over th.
dispoveries made, At times the crowds
have heen 80 large that the men have
found it almost Impossitle to wotrk.
The dirt iz hauled a distance of BUV
yards tor filling, preparatory to paviog
the street with flre brick, ami every
lode is watched by those in search of
relics, The mound was purchased hy
0. B, Wood of the Wheeling and Lake
Erie Railroad by C. C. Cochran, a
brother of Judge R. H. Cocbran of
Toledo, for the purpose named, witn
the understanding that the relics, no
matter of what value, were to go to
Wood,

In 1870 a party of Mount Pleasint
students dug & Jarge trench into the
west slde of the mound, working fur
seversl days, and umntil dark every
evening. ethany students heard of
"thir, apd came one night 2nd lwme-
diately proceeded to excavate where
the Mount Pleasant boys had Jefs off.
After digglng two or three hours the
exploration gave valuahle resulia, A
large human skelelon wae found and
several pote and other rellce. When
the Mount Plearant studenta heard of
the impoeition the next morning they
left in disgust,

Parties bave often talked of remov-
ing the mound, but nothing bad bee.
done until the demolition hy Mr.
Cocbran. The peoyle objectey to the
removal, Cucbran offered to hazard
money at long odds that they could
not stop him and he proceeded,

The mound is 29 feet high and mea-
sures 117 feet in diameter. Few it
any ot the 1500 moundsin Qhlo are

lurger, This {8 said to be the first
large one ever removed. The (arther
into the mound the excavations are
made the more interesting the discov-
erles hecome. It ia expected that
bidden treasures will be found in the
hottom, several feet of which will he
lett to Lhe last,

Human skeietons, skulls and hones,
elk antlers, horns, pottery, paleolithic
implements and eDngravioga, granite
implements, arrow neads, spear heads,
palie yray flint, cup siomes, agricultu-
ral impiements, nut crackers, hammer
stoLes, sinkers, jerlorsted and varic-
guted stones apnd lmplements any
diveractther unclassiled articles are
heiug found.

One strange feature about the mound
is the ¢lay in It. This is yellow, an:
different from anyin the nejghborhood.
Nipe-tenths of the mound iz made ot
olay. The otbher tenth isof Jdark earth
and gravel. The mound is covered
with grave)] from the summit to tne
hottom. There are from thirty to
‘forty strata of earth. Then ¢omes u
stratum cf clay of from four to eight
iochea in thilckness, then dark earih,
with gravel Intervening,

Nope of the strata of eoll is over five
inches in thickness; the tarther down
the darker they are, except ihe bottom,
which is « f very sticky clay, so much
80 that water gan be squeszed out of it.
The maound js» more symmetrical than
many others, Beneuth the whole,
upon a level with the surrounding
grove, will, it is thought from present
indipatione, he found bard hurned ciay,
and a haked hearth or hasin as in
others. Upon these hasins grematlons
may havetaken placeof dead or living
subjects, or it is surmised ‘that they
were employed in burnt offerings.
Bubstances fesemhling charcoal are
usually found in these bmsins. The
earth, as stuted hefore, Is laid up io the
Jdifferect etrata vot in horizontal lines,
but in conformity with the face of the
mound, which is not the ordinary
method revealed by exeavations.

Bome of theskulls and human hones
are in a good state of preservalion,
while others crumhble into dust when
removed. It is remarkahle how sound
scme of the bones are. Beveral of the
skulls found would seems to indicste
that io the days of the mound builders
there were glants in this section of
country, The skulls are twice as large
as those of the present age, One pair
of thigh howes, nlmost as well pre-
served as it huried a few years ago, are
8o large that they must have helonged
to a person at least blpe feet tall.
Beveral jaw bopes are large and the
teeth are round. Home of these look
s it they had done good service.
HBeveral sets are compieto,

Over two skeletous found in one
place was a thin stratum of red ciay,
looking as If it bad been burned and
carefully cemented over the iirt, as i
put there for the purpose of keeping
off the water. The skuils all faced
westward, as  Jid the points of thous-
ands ¢f flint darts found io close prox-
imity to the pkeletons.

The elk antlers mueasursd over reven
ieet aocross and six aod one-fourth
inches in diameter, The work of re.
moviug these was tedlous and it was
abgolutely impossible to get them out
intaet, They were in a goud atale of
preservation, Thelargest antlers ever
heard of any where mensureu only ten
fcet ten lnches. The elk s pou Jonger

found in Notth America. The finding
of these antlers makes it appear that
the elk onge inbabited this section.

A strangesmoking-pipe was found on
Baturday. In it was sometbing be-
lieved to have heen tohacco, The pipe
mesasured two and three-fourths inghes
ipn iength and two-thirds of an iuon in
diameter in the inner circle and a jiftle
larger on the outside. The pipa is
round and has a round hole io the bot-
tom, the hole measuring a fourth of an
inch. The pipe, supposed to he made
out of stone, 1s turoed at the bottom,
and the exterlor ia ns smooth as gluss.

Most of the relics are found deep in

the meuna, The cztones, of which
muany have been unearthed, are
entirely uifferent (rom any in the

Ohio valley, and some ure really beautt-
ful specimens. Onseveral are Jelicate
puleslithic eogravings. The psle-
olithic Implements are numerous and”
are the finest everseen. They range
from the iarge point, shaped after the
fashion of a laurel leaf, vown to very
smulf but pretty ones in differont
colors,

One granite implement is different
fron any ever heard of or seen hy
mound explorers, Very littie pottery
has heen found, The relics paturally
will sell at good pricee. Many in-
quires have heen received con-
cerning them. An elterprising
merchant ohtained permission to
exhibit them and thousands of

people ate viewing them, the
show heing free. People are coming
| from hundreds of miles around to see
the mound and the contents,

The articles of personal use found in
the tumulus must have been exposed
to an intense beat. Only clay or stone
could bave resisted it. 1f it were pot
for this more might be learned of their
nabita apd the advance they had made
ip arts, But enough remains to show
that they bhad develoved u clvilization
of vigorous growth. The precise pur-
pose of the earthwurks ean hardly be
kunown, but the people who bhuilded
them must have heen e¢f great mum-

bers and industripus, oot Jike the
scettered [ndian tribes or buntera.
The multitude employed, upono the

great aystem being not producers must
have been supported by the iahor of
another multitude who tilled the sofl,

There are no data by which the
exact age of these mounds can he ixed,
They have probahly atood deserted for
1000 years, This particular mound
was covered by large oak trees known
to bave grown for mors than a century,
and these live for several hundred
years, The mound must have been
abandoned for a long petiod before the
ground was oocupied. Bome pursons
think that the dark soil proves con-
olusively that the apcient people wure
years building this mound, and that
they visited it annually for the purpose
of worshiping,

Walout Grove, In which the anclent
iandmark stands, wae prior to the
destruction of the trees hy the oyclone
in 1887 one of the most beautiful ln the
worid, Lt wasa uvoted picnie, cam
meeting and vutdoor meeting ground,
It is in the upper end of tow. aud the
location excellent Ex-President Hayes
spoke there and pronounced it the
mwst heautiful he had ever scen, He
greatly regretted to bear of its Jestruc-
tipn some years later. Several parties
attempted to buy the greve and make
a park outof it. The ground on which




