
THE DESERET WEEKLY
genergenerationtion after generation paapasseded
away or whether the time com-
passed inID their erection was compara-
tively brief must be left to conjecture

this much laIs known long before
columbus bailbad thought of the occident
the mound builders bad finishedfini SLed their
spanapan and returned to mingle with the
soilgoil when tue first caravel ot01 ibe
explorer pushed itsita prow through the
waveswavea of the atlantic trees grew a have
the mold otof a people that bad lived in
the new world

there is inim the fact that thinthia race f
dead giants lais being scooped out with
shovelshovels to tillnil the streets and be pressed

by the hurrying feet of civilization an
example of the grim reality of material

there is another lessonlemonandroggreeBreps
ftFrot recalls the cincucircumstance that noth-
ing may be deemed lasting
soft fleet the works of man back to the earth

again
ancient and holy things fade like a dream

perpersonssois to whom prehistoric anthro-
pology has been a study and the pec
ale in general are watching the demo-
litionale otof the famous mound in the
once beautiful walnut grove i ma-
rtins perryferry with not a little interest
the als mound hashag it Is supposed
stood for nearlydearly 1000 now the
ancient landmark known to almost
every pelsonper son liJL the ohio valley and
which has been viewed by tullyfully

people is being removed hothoc for
the benefit of science but that the

eartharth in it may be used for street fill
ing A dozen men are at work with
half that number of horses and carte
great crowds are dallydaily visiting the
scene and rtrelicalc hunters are making
life a burden lorfor C C cochranCcohran the
contractor and his workmen

martins perryferry which has for half of a
century prized the big tumulus so
highly is greatly excited over th
discoveries made at times the crowds
have been so80 large that the men have
found it almost impossible to work
the dirt is hauled a distance of
yards for filfillinglingo preparatory to paving
the street with fire brick and every
lode is watched by those in search of
reliesrelics the mound was purchased by
0 R wood orof the wheeling and lake
brie railroad by C C cochranCoch rao a
brother of judge JR H cochran of
toledo for the purpose named with
thebe understanding that the reliesrelics no

matter of what value were to go to
wood

in 1670 a party of mount Pleaspleasanttnt
students dug a large trench into the
west side of the mound working for
severaleveral days and until dark every

evening bethany students heard of
thip and came one nightdight and imme-
diately proceeded to excavate where
the mount pleasant buysboys had aleffi off
after digging two or three hours the
exploration gave valuable results A
large human skeleton was found and
severaleveral pots and other reliesrelics when

the mount pleasant students beard otof
the imposition the next morning they
left in disgust

parties have often talked of remov-
ing the mound but nothing had bee
done until the demolition by mr
cochran the people objected to the
removal cochran offered to hazard
money at longIong odds that they could
not stopatop him and he proceedededed

the mound is 29 feet bighighh and mea-
sures feet in diameter few itif
anyoy otof the 1500 mounds in ohio are

N

larger this is said to be the first
larolarge one ever removed the farther
into the mound the excavations are
made the more interesting the discov-
eries become it is expected that
bidden treasures will be found in the
bottom several feet of which will be
left to 1 thebe last

human skulls and bones
elk antlersanglersantlers hornsborne pottery paleolithic
implements and engravings granite
implements arrow heads spear heads
pale gray flint cup stones agricultu-
ral implements nut crackers baihammerniver
stoles sinkers perforated and aarli
gated stones and implements anu
divers r unclassified articles are
being found

one strange feature about the mound
is the clay luiu it this is yellow anami
different from amyluany in the neighborhood
nine tenths of the mound is made oi0
clay the other is of dark earth
and gravel the mound is covered
with gravel from the summit to toe
bottom there are from thirty to
forty stratastrat of earth then comes a
stratum of clay of from four to beighalghiL

inincheschesinin thickness then dark earth
with gravel intervening

none of the strata of soiloil is over five
inches in thickness the farther down
the darker they are except the bottom
which tois t f very sticky clay so much
so that water can be squeezed out or it
the mound is more symmetrical than
many others beneath the whole
upon a level with the surrounding
grove will it is thought from present
indications be found hard burned clay
and a baked hearth or basin as in
others upon these basins cremations
may have taken place of dead or living
subjects or it is surmised that they
were employed in burnt offeofferingsrinks
substances resembling charcoal are
usually found in these basins the
earth as stated before is laid uupp in the
diffdifferentereLt strata not lain horizontal I1 linesline
but in conformity with the face of the
mound which is not the ordinary
method revealed by excavations

some of the skulls and human bones
are in a good state of preservationov
while others crumble into dust when
removed it is remarkable how sound
semeacme of the bones are several of the
skulls found would seem to indicate
that in the days of the mound builders
there were giants in this section otof
country the skulls are twice as large
as those of the present age one pair
of thigh bones almost as well pre-
served as it buried a few years ago are
so large that they must have belonged
to a person at least nine feet tall
several jaw bones are large and the
teeth are found some of these look
as itif they had done good service
several sets are complete

over two skeletons found in one
place waswall a thin stratum of red clay
looking as if it had been burned and
carefully cemented over the dirt as itif
put there for the purpose of keeping
off the water the skulls all faced
westwardrd as did the points of thous-
ands 0of flint darts found in close prox-
imity to the skeletons

the elk antlersanglers measured over seven
feetbeet across and six and one fourth
inches in diameter the work of re
moving these was tedious andandi it was
absolutely impossible bogetto get them out
intact they were in a good state of
preservation the largest antlersanglers ever
heard of anywhere measured only ten
leetfeet ten inches the elk is no longer

found in north america the finding
of these antlered makes it appear that
the elk once inhabited this section

A strange smoking pipe was found on
saturday in it was something be-
lieved to have been tobacco the pipe
measured two and three fourths inches
in length and two thirds of an buob in
diadiameter in the inner circle nodand a little
larger on the outside the pipe Isig
round and haabas a r und hole in the bot-
tom the hole measuringmeat aring a fourth orof an
inch the pipe supposed to be made
out of stone is turned at the bottobottomi

m
and the exterior is as smooth as glass

most of the reliesrelics are foufluidd deep in
the maund the stones of which
many have been unearthed are
entirely different from any in the
ohio valley and some are really beauti-
ful specimens on several are delicate
paleolithic engravings the pale-
olithic implements are numerous and
are the finest overseenever seen they range
from the large point shaped after the
fashion of a laurel leaf down to veryI1

small but pretty ones in different
colors

one granite implement is different
from any ever heard of or seen by
mound explorers very little pottery
has been found the reliesrelics naturally
will sell at good prices many in-
quires have been received con-
cerning them an enterprising
merchant obtained to
exhibit them and thousands of
people aie viewing them the
show being free people are coming
from hundreds of miles around to seegee
the mound and the contents

the articles of personal use found in
the tumulus must have been exposed
to an intense beat only clay or stone
could have resisted it if it were not
for this more might be learned of their
habits and the advance they hadbad made
in arts but enough remains to show
that they had developed a civilization
of vigorous growth the precise pur-
pose of the earthwormsearthworksearthworks can hardly be
known but the people who
them must have been ofef great num-
bers and industrious not like the
scatteredact indian tribes or hunters
the multitude employed upon the
great system being not producers must
have been supported by the labor of
another multitude who tititledled the soilgot

there are no data by which the
exact age of these mounds can be fixed
they have probably stood deserted for
1000 years this particular mound
was covered by large oak trees known
to have grown for more than a century
and these live for several hundredyears the mound must have been
abandoned for a long period before the
ground was occupied some personspersona
think that the dark soil proves con-
clusivelyclu that the ancient people were
years building thisthin mound and that
they visited it annually for the purpose
of worshiping

walnut grove in which the ancient
landmark stands was prior to the
debtdestructionruction of the trees by the cyclone
in 1887 one of the most beautiful in the
world it was a noted picnic camp
meeting and outdoor meeting ground
it is in the upper enoend of town and the
location excellexcellentept fixex president hayeshayea
spoke there and pronounceduntied it the
mustmost beautiful he hadbad ever seen he
greatly regretted to bear of its destruc-
tion some years later several parties
attempted toso buy the grove and make
a park it the ground on which
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