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my prayer and desire is that while I1
shall attempt to speak unto you this
afternoon I1 may be led and dictated by
the spirit of god and I1 prpresumeestime that
this is the desire of all the saints who
have assembled themselves together for
the purpose of worshippingworshipping our father
and god this afternoon in this taber
nacienacle

there is one point that waswas alluded to
this morning by br lorenzo snow in
his remarks which struck me with a
great deal of force etwasit was in relation
to the saints entertaining a beelinfeelingg of
gratitude to god for the I1blessingsblessin s he
has bestowed upon us that the lord
loves those who entertain such feelings
and who appreciate the blessings and
kindness he bestowsbestons upon them

this truth accounts for the frequency
with which the elders when led by
the spirit of god and speaking unto the
people dwell upon the many blebieblessingsssings
and privilegeses and favors behave re-
ceived since our obedience to ttietlee gospel
of jesus christ to many persons such
frequent allusions to thetile blessings and
favors that we enjoy and the privileges
that i have been bestowed on us as a
people seem unnecessary and in the
earscars of some not acquainted with us
and our character and with the princi-
ples we have espoused sound like agot
ism but I1 cancall myself recognize a great
propriety in this style of preaching or
exhortation I1 can see that there is a
necessity for it that we should be con-
tinually stirred up to remember the

lord our god and the favors which he
has bestowed upon uau from tilethe time we
embraced the gospel until now and not
only from that time but from thetile
earliest period of our infancy to this
time because his kindikindlkindnessfossfess and provi-
dence and long suffering have not been
extended to us alone since we bavohavo em-
braced the gospel but from the time of
our birth until now
way of the muddy and rioeio virgen has

the lord liashas said that he is angry
with none except those who acknow-
ledge not his hand in all things he is
angry with those who do not acknow-
ledge his liandhand in the various dispensa
eions of providence meted out to man

it is right that we as a people and as
individuals should be continually grate-
ful to god for what he hahai done for us
unless we appreciate these blessings it
is not likely they will be increased upon
us it is not reasonable that greater
blessings than those already received
willvill be bestowed upon us but if we
are humble meek and filled with
thanksgiving and gratitude to our
father and lodgodled under all circumstances
appreciating and putting a high value
on the mercies he extends unto us it is
more than probable that those blessings
and mercies will be increased upon us
acaccordingcordin to our wants and necessities
and we zallzalisshallshail still have increased cause
for gratitude and thanksgiving before
him

while the brethren were blessing the
bread it struck me how grateful we
ought to bobe for the blessings which god
has guaranteed unto us the great and
the inestimable blessing through the
death of our lord anhandand savior jesus
christ how grateful we ought to be
every day that we live that our father

i and our god has provided a way andaud
means of salvation for us that before we
were bornbonn and took upon us the form of
mortal men and women the bordin
his mercy and in his wisdom and kind-
ness had provided a way whereby we
should be redeemed from the power of
satan from the power of death and be
broubroughtht back into his presence alqan be
clotciotclothedled with immortality and all the
blessings which attend such a hondlcondi-
tion every time we the
sacrament our hearts should swell with
thanksgiving and gratitude for gods
mercy unto us in thistills respect yet it is
too frequently the case with thes bless-
ings as with many other blessings
which11 cilell god has bestowed upon u their
being so widespreadwide spread prevents us from
appreciating them as we should were
they confined to a few of us and were
not bestowed upon all the family of
man the blessings of air of water of
the earth the blessings that all the
family of man enjoy in common one
with another because they are so
widely spread and so universally anen-
joyed are not appreciated as are other
blessings which are more eimelmconfinedfined
in their application and in the result
which attends them to the children
of men til blessings oiof the air we
breathe the earth upon which weive tread
of the water which courses down in
crystal streams to satisfy our wants aniand
all the blessings that aream so bountifully
bestowed uponius ought to be as much
tilethe causechuse of thanksgiving to our
heavenly father thoughalthoughas they were
confined to a few families only and
koso also the great blessings of that sal-
vation which is extended universally
through christ to all the children of
men who will be obedient to his re-
quirementsquirequiroments ought to be appreciated
just as much as though confined to us
alone to a few families or to a small
portion of the community which occu-
pies thesethose valleyvaileyvallevalieyslssisJ

the lord has truly provided for us a
plan of salvatisalvation that is as wide as
eternity that is godlikegod like in its nature
and in its origin it is intended to exalt
us his children and bring us back into
his presence for this purpose our
lord and savior camecaleinin the meridian of
time his blood was shed that an ex-
piation might be made by which the
plan of salvation could be completed
that we whose bodies would otherwise
continue subject to an everlasting sleep
in the grave might have our mortal
tabernacles resurrected and brought into
the presence of our father and god
there to dwell eternally

it should be a subject of thanksgiving
and gratitude to us that we havehapehave thethetho
privilege of comprehending the truth
sufficiently to derive the full benefit of
tilethe salvation which is offered unto us
through tilethe death of our lord and
savior jesus christ because we are as-
sured in the word of god that there
is a class who through their sinfulness
and neglect of the privileges and oppor-
tunitiestuni ties granted unto them and their
disobedience to the requirements of
god are cut off from the full benefits of
that salvation which they would enjoy
were they more obedient but untounta us

idis irelireiofirolvl the salvation in its fullness
extended through the death of jesus I1

after we have done with this mortal
life we are promised a glorious resurrec-
tion in thatho first resurrection and that
our bodies shall not sleep in the tomb
any length of time only so long as is
actually necessary to fulfillfulfil the require-
ments of the lordlora

through the revelations of the truth
which have been made unto us we are
promised all that men and women could
ask all that god haslias ever promised
to his faithfalthfaithfulfulfui children we will receive
even every blessing that is necessary for
our eternal happiness in the presence of
god if cewillwe will live subject to the re-
quirementsquire ments hohe has made of us in the
gospel of jesus christ this should be
a constant theme of thanksgiving in
our heartsliellearts and I1 believe it is so I1
really believe that tilethe latter day saints
are the most grateful people upon tilethe
face of the earth I1 believe they give
evidence of it in their actions there
is however room continually given
unto us for 1improvementI1 in this res-
pect we ccannotabunot be too grateful we
cannot get to a point where there is a
necessity for us to slacken in this res-
pectpecpee t aldaidand the more we comprehend of
the purposes of our god the more grate-
ful and more full of thanksgiving we
willbewill be I1 notice that among those who
are not as fully acquainted as they
should be with the principles of the
gospel there is more ingratitude and a
greater disposition to murmur and a
greater laeklack ofthankfulness than among
those who are educated educated I1
mean in the knowledge of the truth in
the principles of life and salvation I1
notice that among those who have the
most experience and have made the
greatestgreatestreatest advancement in the things of
godod there is the greatest disposition to
be thankful and grateful and to pourourgodout their souls in prayer before god
and I1 notice as the saints increase in
the knowledge of the truth and the
comprehension of tilethe principles of life
and galgaisalvation their disposition in this

i direction increases with their know
i ledge

looking at it with the worlds view
we have abundant cause to be thankful
but to look at it through the light of the
spirit of god our gratitude and thanks-
giving should be unbounded to god
there should be no limit to it in our
hearts every time we reflect on our
position and onoil the blessings that have
been bestowed upon us what people
on the face of the earth todayto day can com-
pare with us illin temporal blessings and
when we look at the blessingsblessingswewe enjoy
as saints of the most high from the
stand point from which ththe latter day
saints should view this work how callcan
weg limit the feelings which should ani-
mate our hearts continually with praise
to our father and god

when unprejudiced strangers look
upon us they see our temporal
acses and they think we are a blessed
and happy people but there areare other
blessings that we enjoy we enjoy
promises which arearo extended unto us
of which strangers kniknowdw bothinnothing0 ol01

which they have not the least concep-
tion blessingsblessings andandt promises which no
man can comprehend except theytiey who
have received the spirit of god we
have blessings we have favors we have
causes of peace of which the human
family know nothing while our
hearts are burning with joy with happi-
ness and with peace while the spirit of
GOIgolgodasis descending upon us and we are
filled therewith they who look upon us
cannot see or comprehend tiiethe spirit
that we are of they cannot understand
the beelinfeelingss that animate our heheartsaitsalts
they only see us as natural men and
women they know not that power
which has been communicated unto us
and been poured out upon us while
we feel as though we could sing hosan-
nahnah to god and the lamb they cannot
see anything to cause us to lihaveave such
feelings because theytiley have not access to
that power to that fountain of know-
ledge of light and wisdom which our
god has opened unto us as a people
wowe have tilenthen in addition to the teni-

a
tem-

a
tem-

poralpor- ia advantages which god has bes-
towed upon us abundant cause for grati-
tude on other points

there will be no time in the vast fu-
ture whenvllefi our cause for thanksgiving
and for gratitude will cease for the more
we know and the more we comprehend
thetho purposes of god the more gratitude
we will have the angels who sur-
round his throne indulge in thanks-
giving and praise to god and the lamb
to a greater extent than we can do be-
cause their causes for thanksgivingr are
greagreaterteriterl they have attainedd to a gloriousclorious

tiietileexaltation and they bask in the sun-
shine of the presence of the great eter-
nal although they are there they
still have cause to sing hosannah to
god and the lamb though they are in

possession of such great blessings dwel-
ling as they do in a state of immortali-
ty and freed from the power of satan
sin and death they nevertheless see
causes for thanksgiving to god our
father and the nearer wowe approximate
to them and to their perfection the
more we shall have of this feeling in our
hearts the more causes of thanksgiving
we will perceive and the more fro

we will express these feelings t

there is no time that we can conceivecongeiveelve
of throughout the vast ages of eternity
if we continue our onward progress
when we will become cloyed in our re
ligion and in our worship of god it will
not be a matter of form with MSug a duty
that will be wearying and onerous upon
us on the contrary it will increase in
its pleasures these are reflections con-
nected with tilethe truth as revealed to us
which are cheering if we will let our
imaginations stretch into the future
there willwiil be no time when cewill ar-
rive at such a condition that we will
through weariness relax our efforts andana
our exertions and cease to feel thanks-
giving and gratitude but there willwiil bebo J

increased causes contributed continual
ly to prompt us to indulge in these feel-
ings more and more and take pleasure
in their indulgence j

there never was a people on the face
of the earth to whom the same promises
have been given as to us others who
have preceded us in tilethe enjoyment of I1

the blessinblessinggj of the gospel have looked
forward to the timetine of their decease
and have seen that after they should
pass away the work they then were en-
gaged in would disappear from the
earth they saw that the power of the
adversary would be again wielded to
great effect among men and that their
labors would be comparatively lost
sight of through the evil that would
prevail upon the earth but this is not
the case with us unto us are extended
promises which have never been ex-
tended to any other people who have
lived upon the earth from the days of
adam to this time unto us a promise is
given that this kingdom shall stand for-
ever that it shall not be given into the
handshands of another people that it shall
roll forth increase and spread abroad
until it fills the whole earth until all
the inhabitants of the earth can dwell
in peace and safety under Usits shadow
being freed from misrule oppression
and every evil that exists among the in-
habitants of the earth that a reign ol01

truth and righteousness shall be inaus
I1

the eignreign of god and son
jesus christ oilon the face of the earth I1

this is the promise which has beobeer
extended unto us and the work is eoneconecommcorn
bitted unto us and to the dispensation
in which we live such a promise waiww
not extended unto enoch unto noah
unto abraham or unto any oforthethe protprof
pacts who succeeded theinthem down to th
days of our lord and savior jasuacs
christ when the apostles asked fhth
lord jesus about the restoration of thahi
kingdom he parried their quequestion I1I1
was not for the people who lived in ththalthai
dispensation to participate while in tbtthi
flesh in the blessings of the restoration
of the kingdom of god on the earth ant
its final establishment in the
days it was reserved for the great anialiallalf
lasthist dispensation of the fullness 0d

times that great dispensation jnn abiel
we nowmoat live when the gospel
be restored to the earth inin its fullness
and the eternal priesthood be revealed
when every angel and every prophet
who have lived upon our earth
revisit tilethe eartearth hagainagain and bestow eveeven
key and all power and authority
they held on the man who was electaelects
to stand at the headbead of this dispensation

we live in this day and our poster s k
will participate in the blessings of thitil
dispensation if we and they should
faithful in looking forward to oo000
future generations for the next thoi
sand years we are nonot under the decadeco
sity ofi beholding 1in vision bur poster
ity strayingg into darkness in such
manner as to close the heavens swn

I1

shut off the communication betwee
god and man god has taught us dldt
ferventlyferent ly he has taught us that anstes
of the heavens becoming nidremore closet
and communications less frequent ad
seldom received truth will be momol j

abundantly bestowed on mapmanman instead
of angels ceasing to communicate witwi
man angels will communicate witwil
him moremotre and more until arnanman sha
bask in the full light of eternity j

these are the prospects that aretare K
tended to uaus as individuals and aas
people hence I1 havebave ivaldwild that f
have greater cause than any other ppe
pie that ever lived to be thankful to 0diedleatherfather and god for what liilbelifeb has ddo
for us and promised unto us yet do
understand it do we appreciate
when wowe have tilethe spirit of god restirest
upon us and our minMIDmindsds are slighter1
by it I1 presume wevve do to some ext

I1


