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CONTENTMENT.

Oontentment is wealth that I would not resiga

Forall the gold dust ever found in the mine;

'Tis a boon so unearthly—a jewel 80 fair

That with erowns, thrones and empires, will
never eompare,

And I would not exchange it for beauty’s fine
grace, :

Norall fiekle : ttractions that time will erase;

Boasted honors and titles I freely despise,

When contrasted with this incomparable prize,

Would you feel in your bosom, a musie of soul

Like the soft gliding stream’s imperceptible
rolif—""

Olothe your mind with a sweetness surpassing
the rose? .

Then accept the rich off’ring, contentment be-
Etows.

Not the passive contentment that laziness
screcns,

Which recoils at the use of appropriate means—

That inactive content which can earelessly wait

And leave objects adrift on the ocedn of fate

And not hazard an effort, norreach forth a hand,

By the dint of exertion, to bring them to land—

The dull stupor that reigus when the heart-pulse
is low

Ang anon disappears when life-energies flow,

No; no; but the charm which spontaneously
springs
From a sense of the nature and order of things,

_ Nota torpid inertia, with pulses confined,

‘But a principle in, and contioling the mind—

That sweet placid eompliance, which virtue in-
spires,

And which rigid necessity, often requires.

Yes, that cheerful concurrence which heaves
-not asigh,

O'er the change-woven-sceneries that time ush-
ers by, |

Which performms as a limner, when prospeets
grow pale— |

Which creates a bright lamp in obseurity’s vale;

Which can smile at misfortune and sporl amid
toil—

The dark-omen’d predictions of poverty, foil;

Which extracis the rough poison, from malice
and hate,

And which draws from oppression, its heaviest
welght—

Wakes up speech in retirement, and sportively
sings,

In the midst of life's storms,
things;

Which presidles over feeling, with an infl'ence
so strange,

That oft-varying condition’s divested of change.

t inexpressible

Thus, let virtue's clear impress, benignly im-
part

Contentment-—rich treasure—sweet solace of
heart;

'With its sacred emotions pervading the breast

Amid life's rude commotions, our spirits will
resi;

Andthe most of the varied dis¢comfitures hiere,

Will recede in the distance, and rarely appeur;

And whatever of ecomforts are graciously given,

Be received: with thanksgiving, as Dblessings.

frein heaven.
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My prayer and desire is that while I
shall attempt to speak unto you this
afternoon, 1 may be led and dictated by
the spirit of God, and I presume that
this is the desire of all the Baints who
have assembled themselves together for
the purpose of worshipping our Father
and Go
nacle. ,

There is ene point that was alluded to
this morning, by br, Lorenzo 8now in
his remarks, which struck me with a
great deal of force. It was in relation

the BSaints entertuiningg& feeling of
gratitude to God for the blessings He
has bestowed upon us—that the Lord
loves those who entertain such feelings
and who appreciate the blessings and
kindness He bestows upon them.’

This truth accounts for the frequency
with which the Elders, when led by
the spirit of God and speaking unto the
people, dwell upon the many blessings
and privileges and favors we have re-
ceived since our obedience to the gospel
of Jesus Christ. To many personssuch
frequent allusions to the blessings and
favors that we enjoy, and the privileges
that have been bestowed on us as a
people seem unnecessary, and in the
ears of some not acquainted with us
and our character, and with the prinei-

les we have espoused, sound like egot-

; but I can, myself, recognize a great

‘propriety in this style of preaching or

exhortation. I can see that there 1is a
necessity for it, that we should be con-
tinually stirred up to remember the

us—it is not reasonable that

this afternoon in this taber-1

- i ._ et
Lord our God and the favors which He
has bestowed upon us from the time we |
embraced the gospel until now, and not
only from that time, but from the |
earliest period of our infancy to this
timme, because His kindness and provi-
denee and long suflering have not been
extended to us alone since we have em-
braced the gospel, but from the time of |
our birth until now.

way of the Muddy and Rio Virgen has

The Lord has said that He is angry
with none except those who acknow-
ledge not His hand in all things—He is
angry with those who do not acknow-
ledge His hand in the various dispensa-
tions of provillence meted out to man.

It is right that we, as a people and as
individuals, should be contipually grate-
ful to God for what He has done for us.
Unless we appreciate these blessings, it
is not likely they will be increased upon
greater
blessings than those already received
will be bestowed upon us. But if we
are humble, meek and filled with
thanksgiving and gratitude to our
Fatherand God under all circumstances,
appreciating and putting a high value
on the mercies He extends unto us, it is
more than probable that those blessings
and mercies will be increased upon us
according to our wants and necessities,
and we shall still have increased cause
for gratitude and thanksgiving before
Him.

While the brethren were blessing the
bread, it struck me how grateful we
ought to be for the blessings which God
has guaranteed unto us—the great and
the inestimable blessing—through the
death of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. How grateful we ought to be
every day that we live, that our Father
and our God has provided a way and
means of salvation for us, that before we
were born and took upon us the form of
mortal men and women, the Lord in
His mercy and in His wisdom and Kind-
ness had provided a way whereby we
should be redeemed from the power of
Satan, from the power of death, and be
brought back into His presence, and be
clothed with immnrta.{ity and all the
blessings which attend such a condi-
tion. Kvery time we partake of the

is offered the-salvation in its fullness
extended through the death of Jesus.
After we have done with this mortal
life we are promised a glorious resurrec-
tion in the first resurrection, and that
our bodies shall not sleep in the tomb
any length of time, only so long asis
actually necessary to fulfil the require-
ments of the Lurt{

Through the revelations of the truth,
which have been made unto us, we are
promised all that men and women could
ask. All that God has ever promised
to His faithful ehildren we will receive,
even every blessing that is necessary for
our eternal happiness in the presence of
God, if we will live subject to the re-
quirements Heo has made of us in the
gospel of Jesus Chwrist, This should be
a constant theme of thanksgiving in
our hearts, and I believe it is so; 1
really believe that the Latter-day Saints
are the most grateful people upon the
face of the earth; I believe they give
evidence of it in their actions. There
is, however, room continually given
unto us for improvement in this res-
pect. We cannot be too grateful, we
cannot get to a point where there is a
necessity for us to slacken in this res-
pect, and the more we comprehend of
the purposes of our God the more grate-
ful and more full of thanksgiving we
will be. I notice that among those who
are not as fully acquainted as they
gshould be with the prineciples of the
gospel there is more ingratitude, and a
greater dispogition to murmur, and a
greater lack of thankfuluess, than among
those who are educated—educated, 1
mean, in the knowledge of the truth, in
the principles of life and salvation. 1
notice that among those who have the
most experience, and have made the
greatest advancement in the things of
God, there is the greatest dispesition to
be thankful and grateful, and to pour
out their souls in prayer before God;
and I notice as the Saints increase in
the knowledge of the truth, and the
comprehension of the principles of life
and salvation, their disposition in this
direction inecreases with their know-
ledge.

Looking at it with the world’s view,
we have abundant cause to be thankful;

sacrament, our hearts should swell with
thanksgiving and gratitude for God’s
mercy unto us in this respect; yetitis
too frequently the case with these bless-

but to look at it through the light of the
gpirit of God, our gratitude and thanks-
giving should be unbounded to God;
there should be no limit to it in our

ings, as wiith many other Dblessings
which God has bestowed upon us, their
being so wide-spread prevents us from
appreciating them as we should were
they confined to a few of us and were
not bestowed upon all the family of
man. The blessings of air, of water, of
the earth—the blessings that all the
family of man enjoy in common one
with another—becruse they are’ so
widely spread and so universally en-
oyed are not appreciated ‘as are olher
lessings which are meore copufined
in their application and in the result
which attends them to the children
of men. ' Tha blessings of the air we
breathe, the earth upon whichwe tread,
of the water which eourses down in
crystal sireams to satisfy our wants, and
all the blessings that ars so bountifully
bestowed upon us, ought to be as much
the c¢ause of thanksgiving to our
Heavenly Father as though they were
confined to a few families only. And
0, also, the great blessings of that sal-
vation, which is extended universally,
through Christ, to all the children of
men who will be obedient to His re-
quirements, ought to be appreciated
just as muech as thongh coniined to us
alone, to a few families, or to a small
portion of the community which occu-
pies these valleys.

The Lord has truly provided for us a
plan of salvatidn that is as wide as
eternity, that is God-like in its nature
and in its origin; it is intended to exalt
ug, His children, and bring us back into
His presence. For this purpose our
Lord and Savior camein the meridian of
time. His blood was shed that an ex-
piation might be made by which the
plan of salvation could be completed,
that we, whose bodies would otherwise
continue subject to an everlasting sleep
in the grave, might have our mortal
tabernacles resurrected and brought into
the presence of our Father and God,
there to dwell eternally,

I't should be a subject of thanksgiving
and gratitude to us that we have the
privilege of comprehending the truth
sufficiently to derive the full benefit of
the salvation ‘which is offered unto us
through the death of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ; because we are as-
sured, in the word of God, that there
is a elass, who through their sinfulness
and negleet of the privileges and oppor-
tunities granted unto them, and their
disobedience to the uirements of
God, are cut off from the full benefits of
that salvation which they would enjoy

hearts every time we reflect on our
osition and on the blessings that have

ecen bestowed upon us. What people
on the face of the earth to-day can com-
pare with us in temporal blessings? and
when we look at the blessings we enjoy,
as Saints of the Most High, from the
stand point from which the Latter-day
Saints should view this work, how can
we limit the feelings which should ani-
mate our hearts continually with praise
to our Father and God?

When unprejudiced strangers look
upon us they sce our temporal advanta-
veg, and they think we are a blessed
and happy people; but there are other
blessings 'that we ‘enjoy. We enjoy
promises which are extended unto us,

which they have not the least concep-
tion; blessings and promises which no
man can comprehend, except they who
have received the spirit of God. We
have blessings, we have favors, we have
causes of peace, of which the human
family knew nothing. While our
hearts are burning with joy, with happi-
ness and with peace, while the spirit of
(God is descending upon us and we are
filled therewith, they whe look upon us
cannot see or comprehend the spirit
that we are of, they cannot understand
the feelings that animate our hearts;
they only sce us as natural men and
women; they know not that pewer
which has been communicated unto us
and been poured out upon us. While
we feel as though we eould sing Hosan-
nah to God and the Lamb, they cannot
sce anything to cause us to have such
feelings; because they have not access to
that power—to that fountain of know-
ledge, of light and wisdom, which our
God has opened unto us as a people.
We have, then, in addition to the temn-
poral advantages which God has bes-
towed upon us, abundant cause for grati-
tude on other points.

There will be notime in the vast fu-
ture when our cause for thanksgiving
and for gratitude will cease; for the more
we know and the more we comprehend
the purposes of God, the more gratitude
we will have. The angels, who sur-
round His throne, indulge in thanks-
giving and praise to God and the Lamb,
to a greater extent than we can do, be-
cause their causes for thanksgiving are
greater; they have attained to a glorious
exaltat.inn, and they bask in the sun-
shine of the presence of the

nal. = Although they are there, they

were they more cbedient. But unto us

God and the Lamb; though they are in

e

of which strangers know nothing—of

reat Icter-

still have cause to sing Hosannah to

1

=

possession of such great blessings, dwel-
ling as they do, in a state of immortali-
ty and freed from the power of Batan,
sin and death, they, nevertheless, seo
causes for thanksgiving to God our
Father; and the nearer we approximate
to them and to their perfection, the
more we shall have of this feeling in our
hearts, the more causes of thanksgiving
we will perceive, and the more ire-
quently we will express these feelings.

There is no time that we can conceive
of throughout the vast ages of eternity,
if we continue our onward progress,
when we will become cloyed in our re-

' ligion and in our worship of God; it will

not be a matter of form with us, a duty
that will be wearying and onerous upon
us; on the eontrary, it will inerease in
its pleasures. These are reflections con-
nected with the truth as revealed to us
which are cheering. If we will let our
imaginations stretch into the future,
there will be no time when we will ar-
rive at such a condition that we will,
through weariness, relax our efiorts and
our exertions, and cease to feel thanks-
giving and gratitude; but there will be
increased causes contributed continual-
ly to prompt us to indulge in these fecl-

in their indulgence.
There never was a people on the face
of the earth to whom the same promises
have been given as to us. Others, who
have preceded us in the enjoyment of
the blessingg of the gospel, have looked
forward to the time of their decease,
and have seen that after they should
pass away, the work they then were en-
gaged in would disappear from the
earth; they saw that the power of the
adversary would be again wielded to
reat effect among men, and that their
abors would be comparatively losi
sight of through the evil that would
prevail upon the earth. But this isnot
the case with us; unto us are extended
promises which have mnever been ex-
tended to any other people who have
lived upon the earth from the days of
Adam to this time; unto us a promise is
given that this kingdom shall stand for-
ever, that it shall not be given into the
hands of another people, that it shall
roll forth, increase and spread abroad
until it fills the whole earth, until all
the inhabitants of the earth can dwell
in peace and safety under its shadow,
being freed from misrule, oppression
and every evil that exists among the in-
habitants of the earth—that a reign o
truth and righteousness shall be inaug:
urated, the reign of God and of His Sor
Jesus Christ on the face of the earth.
This is the promise which has beer
extended unto us, and the work is com
mitted unto us and to the dispensatior
in which we live. Buch a promise wa
not extended unto Enoch, unto Noah
unto Abraham, or unto any of the pro
phets who succeeded them down to th
days of our Lord and Bavior Jesu
Christ. When the apostles asked th
Lord Jesus about the. restoration of th
kingdom, He parried their question; i
was not for the people who lived in tha
dispensation to participate, whilein tly
ﬁesll?ic; in the blessings of the restoratiol
of the kingdom of God on the earth an
its final establishment in the latie
days. It was reserved for the great an
last dispensation of the {fullness ¢
times, that great dispensation in whicl
we now live—when the gospel shoul
be restored te the earth in its fullness
and the.eternal priesthood be revealed
when every angel, and every prophet
who have lived upon our earth, shoul
revisit the earth again,and bestow ever,
key and all power and authority whie
they held on the man who was electe
to stand at the head of this dispensatior
We live in this day, and our posterit
will participate in the blessings of thi
dispensation, if we and they should b
faithful. In looking forward to ot
future generations for the next thot
sand vears we are not under the nece
sity of beholding, in vision, our posie
ity straying into darkness in such
manner as to close the heavens an
shut off the ecommunication betwee
God and man. God has taught us di
ferently; He has taught us that instes
of the heavens becoming more close
and communications less frequent an
seldom received, truth will be mo
abundantly bestowed on man; instes
of angels ceasin_% to communicate wil
man, angels will communicate wil
him more and more until man sha
bask in the full light of eternity,
These are the prospects that are e
tended to us as individuals and as
eople. Hence, I have said that
ave greater cause than any other pe
le that ever lived to be thankful to o
E‘athar and God for what he has do
for us, and promised unto us; yet, do 1
understand it, do we appreciate
When we have the Spirit of God resti
upon us, and our minds are enlighten

L

by it, I presume we do to some exiel

ings more and more, and take pleasure
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