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I iroIroquoiss Theater Horror Without a Parallel 11a

THETUE VICTIMS NUMBER HUNDREDS

I

Already Nearly Ix Hundred Have Been Taken from the Building

Many DlDiedd from Were Burned to Death

and Many Had the Life Trampled Out of Them as They

Were Trying to Make Their Way to Safety

Dec 31 At 1

afternoon the of dead In

re Itfit Uie theater

IsIa 61 Of thetho p known toto-

bay Injured probably on
beenbayhaV e

cannot live The miMing
Is believeditI

ntIt but It laIII expected
fss e

many of these wiltwill be accounted
large of them

for na
No bodies were foundCound today

jnIn the ruins otof the theater
ACTS

DrBy order ofat Coroner the thethe-

ater

the-

aterater charnel vas today placed

under a tiGhtfight pollee guard No perperrper-

sonson could enter without a written order

from Chief ofat ONeill who woewas

that ho would bobe held re
building InIn-

the

in-

the

keeping thefortor
the

pon
exact In which It wall lett

bY thetho sweep of the flumesames Thirty
thepatrolmen were

front ofoC the building and twenty men

the rear while wlwithin were 30

more officers the whole Interior In

dUlling the and
being guarded

todaytOllay an udndAss soonlIoon as1111

detail of policemen went
through theIho burned buildinG from toptOll

to botlon ThereThera were fearstelus that InIn-

thethe fit beneath ten feetteet of mudmud-

dydy waterInter would bobe found moramono vIe

Uma of thetho smoke bud Ills
fire engines that betor had deluged

today being tvto
the pk co were
draw forth dozen ofoC of thick

murkmarket watera from thetho b whU-

a

ll-

a

o

a dozdozenn firemenremen In hip boots made a
thOrough of thetho basement forlor
bodies No bodiesbodle however were

found In tirotho basement
ORDINANCES COMPLIEDCO

to the records of the eftcity

building deportment Which Close1080Close-

lylyIy scannedcanne the
nanco wall compiled with In ry pArpAr-

tItI n thetho cO 1 orof the irofO
The Inspector Edward

Inn reported that no
were violated It wa

eon to be an
structure The wanair
with 37 double flue butbul

wood was used and were emem-

ployed
t

JURY OF CITIZENS

With the announcement that oneona jury
fIof citizens would lIpatenten
tutb oilall the evidence regarding the firero
end return 1a singla verdict for nilall the

Coroner Treager today prompt
Iyby emp uI juryjur National

Committeeman Stewart
member of the firm of William IIH HoytHoyt
IIh eoCo wholesale grocers was toMtold byby-
the

by-
thethe thetho death of Mr
daughter Mrs lF Morton Fox and her
three children would be taken tieas IIa barbar-
etaIIeta fortor thetho Investigation

IfIC any persons are forlor
this fire said COroner Treager they
will be prosecuted to the fullest extent
otof the law TheTho of thetho
fire wiltwill bobe thorough We will leave no
stoneatone In our to the

CORONERS JUICY
The coroners jury Is18 nas followstollos IL

JrB Meyer secretorysecretary of thetho Kennedy
Furniture Company

Dr
f Peter Dyrnes salesman fortor Lyon

TdWalter lIngmanClingman foror thetho
Tobeyey Furniture company

JOJoseph A CummIngs manager of
JJrBrowning1 n nil KIng CoCo-

rl
George

rl W Atkins fortor MarMar-
shallshall Fielde I CoCo-

le
JJohn iCoW Finerne fortor A IfHH-

J
Revellle I Co

J ot the today lure0 reach the Ceno otof the fire
TheIh police however no
ert II on eitherether side otof the street nearby Therhe utlIr the building WISwaAthe nsas before the fire The giant
atoneston hehead1 otof onan Iroquois Indian over
the g symbol otthetoot Wr tOr the deserted structurestool forth1 from a front unstained byby-

cSmokec 0orr watercrcr-

AA WHITED
Thtg g without tho01 1leoter marked It os 1 true I

whiled sepulchre Upon the marble
Itat thetho leftteft and right within I

Were
maert
tthe meanf and confusion otof thethogrim march 0of theIe b of the deadAmonAmong

JI
ththee thousands orof bits otof

l
coloredl glass shattered In thetho

against the10 flames lay many
rol hed Ihits otof clothing and occa

of charred bodiesPromFrom ththe0 upperr galleries the vl w todayseemedlCt mC a remreminder of n burned out volvol-

ter
rano
ter Was In 1 aloon the theaiwas hugeng guarded n hugo pile of

and furs gathered up In thetheater afterf the fire Five bushel baake s tre
and

o tilledl witht the purses glovesgloves-
tt

handkerchiefs otof thetho fleeing mob of
en women Two barrelsbarrelIIVerocro heelednr I l to

ShoesShOCK hold thetho overshoes andfoundO

OF EXCITEMENT

daydllY
TITheI center of excitement tow ae at thethc theater hutbutmorgue to which the lenddead takenAlt wereere 11

at
laken

th gue
Wherewh r moremore estl ere

ortaken than to
IO

ally thetho scenes
woreere worst About thetho

likeIlke

Iron
ofor
If I

len aidful
wore

them
hun

n hugelIu
orof the hundredsweepingwee ln women and children TheThonumerous Ppolice stationed therethero could
extra
not

tra
helbegin to handleIII the crollcrowds andand

were hurried to10 thetho bebe-

Mm
leg 1 morgue OnII na scale thethosameMm

the
fearful siegeelle Was In progress ntat

otherer morguesmorgue
FOUND JUS DEADDEAD-

E
ber

E l Frady president otof thePlinio company today utterlitter un
e c Ive dead ofpotty of six nn-

rEach
theaterr n

ol
headed b hIs wife

ch onone was foundnl litat 1a different morglsue OnoOne Is still missing rhose denIdell
were hire William ALJ UH Spindler Mrlr FradyY II Ills tor

Sp 10 years old Leonradyj l10 years old mother
In law died utat StRt Lukes nilan hum after
reaching the Mrs
Rise a slater orof is18 stilt missing

A IDENTIFICATION
OnoOne of the mostmoat peculiar otof thethu ideaIden

today was tint otof the headhend
less bodybOlly of BOer Alexander 8 years
old Thu lads fathertather Dr W D
Alexander boulevard
hallhal sleeplessly sought his sonlion all night
long and today Inht examinIng the headhendhead-
lesslesslesI corpse of na childl the physician

hishili own boyhoy by 1a watch 1a
birthday present from thetho fathertather found
upon thetho remains

A SCENE
A pitiful septic attended the

cation otof Edwards IfH years
old orof IowaIown HerlIer father WW-
M

W-
MM 1Edwards who hashIli been In Chicago
allon a visit Identified thetho daughters ter-
ribly

ter
bUrned body from 1a sample of thetho

cloth In her skirt which hohe carried In
hitshis pocket

TIIE
of Police ONeill tOday RUpsupersuper-

vised thetho work of helping friends Inanti
relatives recover their dead Hundreds
orof persons grief and anxiety written InIII

belt faces thronged about Chief
seekingflecking

TheTho pressure grow so great that SecyBeey
Markham mounting IIa chair read ortoft
ththe descriptions to the multitudess FreFre-
quentlyfluently persons In the crowd recognized
the descriptions read by the secretary
and Inn horror fortor the particular

named liSas thetho words tellfelt from
theha tipslips

AT TUETIIE MORGUEMOnGUE
I

At thetho morgue thetho inadequacy of the I

means of Inspecting bodies wasWilli evievi-

dentdent Only A tellfew persons Itat 1a time
hero allowed to pass before the bodiesbodle
and plates In the tineline orof admission were
nas sought and fought fortor ISas

of escape were when the theater
wasIM burning

Me Davis and Powers managers
of therho have called IIa meeting
Itat the theater otof nlall members
atar Uethe Beard company and IIaa-

runrun1111 statement will Dobo after IIn
careful

Davis end Powers emphatically denydeny-
ana report that there wasWall na firere In the

three weeks ago and that
the asbestos curtain then r to
workworle on account of being controlled hyby
ropes insteadt otof wires Theyrhey also state
that thetho curtain wasWall controlled by Jho
stronstrongestest Iroll that It was possible toto-
uulispr TheTho factsacts are a to them
that tiletide swayed the moment
the 10 or 12 exits were thrown open
owing tblb thetho rash of air

I

DAY AFTER THE

i
GREATCREAT CALAMITY

husbands Sought Their Wives andnd Moth
eraerl Their Little Ones Too ProFreFre-

quently All In aln

ChIenChicagogo brought with
It only thetho legacy otof yesterdays menumonu-
mentalmental calamity aand1111 the prediction
that the list otof In the Iroquois
fire will run over when
isIII complete

LATEST ESTIMATE OF DEAD
The latest statement of F at the

various morgues isIII Gt and It InIII stated
ntat the various hospitals and hotels toin
which thetho Injured removed that
of ththe people who
ably not can The miss
lughll were estimated ntat 31 but It wan19
expected thatt tinny otof thesethelle would hobo
accounted for or probably 1a largolarge mnma

orof them
IS STUNNED

It Is no extravagance ofat lanlanguage toto-
snysay that thetho city Is10 bby the OVer

tragedy which VIIIvan enacted
when the theater which housed Mr

became na clamberchamber otof horhorr-

emrem ThereThero 11 the
In hundreds oiof homes today deep sorsor-
row

sor-
rowrow In 1a thouthousandRand othersother and IIa pity
beyond the potency of words to conIcon

In all
The first streak of daylight which

shonehone on thetho streets
found the morgues stilltill thetho sorrow
haunted center orof many 1a searcher
ThereThero were husbands fortor theIr
wives searching for hllhusbands frenzied

seeking their children so many
otof whom lost their liveslI and In somelome
instances eyedcyell children still dazed
from the horror otof their experience
groped about In scorch otof
father or mother

IrOnFOR SORROWING
ONES

Possibly nothing could better typify
the depth orof thetho sympathY which Is felt
for those who suffered y hyby the
calamity thanthon the action orof theIho
Ing livery By 1n vetoote which
was without 1n dissenting voice It waswall
decided to establish 1a truce otof 10 days

Albert Young otof the union
followfollowingIn the meeting the rIloving decree which was distributed
broadcast

Orin to the greatgrent disaster to the
public clupcausedd hyby the fire at thetho ItoIroIro-
quois theater JI do10 herherebyb declare a
truce In theIhl presentent strike orof underunder-
takerstakers and livery drivers fortor 10 days
andall do further request lint everyevry manman-
nOlI

man-
nownownOlI finon strike report Itat once to their

places otof employment anIand
do10 everything In hishili power to assist his
employer In fortor the wants otof thetha
public Wages ore to have no considerconsider-
ation

ALBERT YOUNG
InIII thetho return thetho issued na

call to their striking employee to rorere-
turnturn to work irrespective otof Inany propre
viols affiliations with nnany and all or

and promising to protect
ththemm In nilall contingencies which may
arise In the future

CROWDS CAME AND WENT
All night long the crowds came and

wontwent around the morgues where the
bodies otof theto victims of the disaster
layIllY There were thetho heads otof
brothers sisters and men and women
looking fortor those fromOm cities
who had been their guests For hours
ththey passed up and downIown thintho
long rows otof the lenddead searching forlorfor-
thethetho faces orof their missing

SORROW IN MANY nomHOMESs
Sorrow 1 In the residence otof

Dr Frank W thoIho notednote dl
I

n

vine who lives at 2618 Prairie avenue
William MclAughlin 19 yearsolirs of Uurc-
aIIa nephew otof MrsMra was onoone
of those severely burned lieHe was taken
to the Presbyterian hospital whwherero thetho
attending hs entertained no
hope fortor his recovery

Mr home Is In BuenosDuenos
Ayres He isIII na member of thetho sopho-
more

sopho-
moremore class orof timethe Ohio Wesleyan ununiuni-
versity

I

at Delaware Ohio andInd was
spending hishili holiday ptI t JI

home lie to have wit
the marriage otof Miss Martha

to10 Henry Shuler
which takes place Itat the Prairie avenue
residence this evening Owing to
condition nitall titto the cerecere-
monymony have been recalled and only the
immediate relatives otof the bride and
groom will blbe present

SEEKING FOR em
MlAt night long search wan kept uplIll fortor

Mary Dorothy Gartz 13 yearsyear old
and Barbara 41 years old who
attended the theater With their aunt
Mrs Adelaidee Today their
bodies had not been found undand there
Beems to be no doubt that the children
have perished Theyrhoy arere the daughters
of A F Gartz and the nieces otof nB T
Crane the manufacturer of
this city

Mrs was taken from thetho
theater severely burped about the headhoad
and shoulders TheTho children are hoboo

to have been caught In thetho
crush coming dOdown11 from the balcony
and to havebavo been trampled to delth-
onon thetho staircasee leading to the main
floor

Walter 17 yearn old son otof
Mr and MrsMr Zel ler Is among
tho mills ItoHe a otof Fanny

the famous pianistpianist-

AA WHOLE PARTYI IDEADEADDEAD-

A

EAD-

AA partyarty con otof Mrs fuey Garn
liceher two children 10 yearn old
and Willie 6 years old Harriet Wolfe
10 years old daughter otof I

Wolfe 1a business man and i

MissIla Burke a Is
Mr Wolfes entire family searched nilall ii-

nightnight through thetho hospitals and mor
Rues tutlut l to findnd IIa trace of anyny
members otof thetho party

BlStewartwart national
committeeman tromp Illinois spent thetho

night hunting for Mrs F MId
For of and
children Mrs Fox is18
otof William Hoyt who wnwas president
otof the William Hoyt Grocery corncomcom-
panpan oneboo of thintho wealthiest tOneconcerns
otof thetho kind IIIhim the weal Mrs Fox waswall
taken homehOllie but none of the children
WMwas found Mr Stewart saidMill the hand

ofat Hoyt Fox 12 yearsears old hindhall
been found In the pockets otof 1a suit
upon thetho body otof IIa boy ntat
morgue ThereThera Is no doubt that It Is
thetho boy although the features cannot
be

A IPATHETIC SCENE

ThereThero was IIa pathetic secene at Rol
morgue when thetho bodbody of John

18 years old of
Will was identified Friends ofat the

family hindhall spent many hoursh
searchingMarching litat thetho request otof Mr andInI
MrsIrs who werewelO injured To-
day

Toroo
day four otof the children who
areoro believed to hahave0 perished tolu thetho
lire hadbad not been accounted for TheThey
are oGracerace 2 yearsyear old Dotty 6 yyearsars
lId Mary 13 and JEdward 20
oldsohl One ofat thetho saddest otof the many

c enacted inIII Thompsons restau-
rantrant near thetho theater whore ninnymany orofor-

thothetho deaddoad and injured were taken ImIm-

mediatelymediately after the tirelire wasns the search
by a11 body otof priests and nuns headed
b11 thetho Rev J L Hollinger otof Ontona-
gonRongon hilch fortor Edith Horton anti herhor
slater youngoung girls who In company
with onoann orof the convent sisters hadImd ntatat-
tendedtended the performance The body ofoCoC-

IIEdith was foundCound In tho resrellres-

taurant many otof theOle nuns breaking
down and weeping bitterly at thetho sight
The other Horton girl and thetho Hissistertor
sho accompanied them were not found

II

SASAVED DYBY FOY

Charles Dexter otof thetho Roston BallBaser
ball club and rankFrank Houseman thethe-
oldold Chicago second baseman with their
families occupied a11 box DothBoth claimclaim-
eded that but forlor the presence of mild
orof Eddie Foy thetho death rollrolt would
have been doubled When thetho paula
beganhegan DexterDoxter and each

fortor and manned 1a door lendleadlend-
InglogIng Into thetho alley on the north side orofor-
thethe theater TheTho people fromCrom thetho
balconies had already commenced
Jumping to thetho ground floor when

and Dexter forced upon
their doors and they were compelled to
lifttift away the maimed andInd thetho lend In
order to permit of exits tramfrom thetho

floornoor Houseman having eses-
corted

S

hishili Party out took a11 position ntatat-
hishis door and kept It from In upuu-

byby peole through Finally
forced awayIway by limetho flames
got Into the alley just In time to hear
thinthe agonized voice ofat 1a woman from
the window In nnan gallery shriek

Catch me As thetho woman screamed
shesho jumped and Houseman catching
her to the best ofat hishili ability brokebroko herhor
falltalt to thetho ground and she walked away
uninjured

Clinton C Meekerleeker1 IIa Clerk In the reg
division ofat tho pos living ht

the suburb otof Irving park
at toao ln nil
k t Wife two daughters
and two lionsnonenone-

AA friend elIcalledd Mr Meeker oft timeIha
phone Itat 41 In thetho and

nakedrt him ItIf any otof his family had gonegono
to the lieI answered that no
far asII hohe knew nonenono otof them hadad leftlett
home When ho reached thetho house
however he found ononly hishie
law therethele

PRAYED TOro GOD
Where are Mahle and the

hohe asked
TheyThoy havehavo gone to thetho Iroquois thethe-

aterater was the reply
I dropped right down on mymay knees

I

sold MrIr and prayed that
GodJol mmightIght spare them

Today Mr Meeker had partially
identified timetIll bodies of his wife and
two daughters lieHe tailed to find any
trace otof his twoto sousons

OF PInFIRE
Among many orof thetho theatrical motmon

employed In thoho other o theaters
timetho fortor thetho IIwanII asan

today to thetho careless placing of
electric arcIro light too close to
ono of timetho hanging l otof thetho
sceneryseener TheTho otof n leading

theater expressed great surHursur-
prisepriseo on hearing that ilia was considconsid-
eredered a possible cause of thetho lire

NO NENEEDD FOILFOn FIRE
ThereThero never would kayohavo been any

are hohe saidlalli If proper care had been
exercised In handling timethe lights TheIhoelectric plant otof thutho theater wasWilli InIn-
stalledstalled liSas I happen to know front per
nonal observation In accordanceeveryovery modern requirements fortor safety
Therhe plant walvas not to blameblume If the1facts I havo given areoro correct tietho
whole blameblamo rests onof timethe who
placedphed or who wanWIS operating11 n light
tOno closeclaRo to timethe curtain

TimeThe allure otof timethe expected fire pro
t Is attributed by Insurance men
to trouble wihwith timetho asbestos curtain

STAGE IN DANGER POINT
The stage isIII always recognized as thethodanger point In time theater amid thethoni derIII

sireiro to haveluo It cut ortoft from thetho
allas thoroughly as possible The

insurance men declare that timethe curtainItat thetho Iroquois nevernover had worked per
oldand that timetho hind

not been reparepairedhedgE UR Wetmore otof thetho insurance unit
whichts placed thetho Iroquois theater dcder

I

elated today that the loss would ntnot lXex
teed 2000 lieHe Ilsoalso asserted tint timethe
spread otof timetho flames to thetho
wasWIlS due to the failure otof thetho asbestos
curtain to work properly

TIETIIE IROQUOIS lm I

Early last summer Ia prominent
trade journal otof ChicagouAcriticised the
construction otof thetha Iroquois theater
because It lacked na shaft 0or fluenue at thetho
bockback of thetho stage fortor carrying thetho

amid smokemoko and away
from the auditorium In thetho event otof

lrtire Such shafts were buitbuilt In Maul
SOnnon Square and the
tan opera houhouse In New York anti sink
tarliar provision Is made at the Chicago

The methods otof fireproofing thelimo balbal-
cony

bal-
conycony and galleryaler was alsoIlso declared bby
this to bo detective because
metal lathloth waswan used In what isIn known
allas exposed construction where heat
would elleasilyly affect IIt In modern lirelreproof buildingbuildings this lath Is burled In
concrete IIt wasIU timethe buckling out of
this meta lath and Iron rods giving
the impression that thetho galleries themthem-
selvesselves worewere taingfalling that IIis by
someomo contractors to hlohave been partlypartyresponsible fortor the panic There was
no criticism of hohe strength orof thetho glgal

lelyhery andInd balcony arches which were

hultbuilt In thetho usual maImernu

CUil TALKS

Chlor tushar ofat the Illfire depart
lent when asked todaytoday what would
best
auld

provoltprevent na repetition otof thetho horror

I1 dont know as I1 can answer that
until linehUB beentn

made allan to ththe CI Ules of this lrelire On
the whole I1 Iit would bobe 1a good
thing fortor thintho to have active
uniformed men toad stationed
IIIht every theater through eVery Irperper-
formance I that NewNew-
York

New-
YorkYork hashall them and that they Ireare paid
bby thetho orof timethe theaters

They haulhad a IUn UmIn theIho iron awls who
wasal WIan ex ofat thetho Ch CUlO Irofire
deportmentdepartment lieHe should have known
what to0 do It seems to me thathat therethere-
in

Uler
IIin nothing inII thetho worlworld Itfit bust nottnothnoth-
InglagIng that I entcant think otof at timetho present

that can save10 liven 1000
persons try to 11peas through onoone doordoor-
way

door-
wayway ntfit one time It WISwas timetho rushing
thetho crowding nail the trampling that
was11 responsible fortor timetho majority otof timethe
deaths that havehavo occurred Anybody
who thethu deadead Infn thetho clcalm

teltell that fitat a glance
A CROWD 01OF HY

It WIwasS 1a causeCUSO of wonder to manyalY
people around the theaterhelter how

i

tOso malYmany physicians and so many trailtraintrain-
ededcd nurses could arrive on thetho spotRIot
within sono short 1a time Dr
Spalding senior official In thetho city

department ltat thetho time timethe firere
broke out 11amuck allull timetho
fortor medical attendance

I telephoned to alnil the physicians Inht
tho downtown hhe saidsuld and
then to nurse associations
Ildamid schools tortOl persons to assist IIIn thetho
carecuro otof the Injured teloteletele-
phonedphoned to 11all thorho olcelags and told thetho operators Itat the
switchboards to lottynotify every

canclan In timethe while otherothers teleelc
to the nnurseseR There were over

whom I personally knowow

ltat thintho lirero and probably nurses

ORDERED TO GIVE ALL AlAID
Mayor was on his way ttothe north fortor In hunting trip and CompCOIComp-

trolleroller McGann wan acting mayor ThefM
finance otof th city

t Wilwas hin session when thetho extent otof thetho
1
I disaster became Itat thetho city hilhall

Mrlr McGannMcCann was authorized bby Chair-
man

Chair
man Mayor of the committee to dIrect
thetho firere thetho chief otof willstd
timetho otof public works to
proceed In the emergency without anyally
restriction orof Inammy3 asaa to expenses

MAYOR INFORMED

A telegram was lentsent to Mayor Ilar
Ileon hinthim orof timetho Ihtire and Iitit-

isIs expected that he willwi return fronfront
firstalon thutho

When timetho Hev PF OBrien otof timethe
Jol Numo cathedral learned of timetho

Irolire ho d to the old Tremont
house converted Into thetho NorhNorthNorth-
westernwestern Inv school Into
which many victims hallhad betHbeen taken
to administerr timethe last to
members otof thetho Catholic church 10lie
Wilwas followed byb l hop MuldonMuldoon thetho

Catholic prelate next to ArchArch-
bishop

Arch-
bishopbishop Quigleyr 11in theMho diocese otof ChiClil
cargo

GENERAL ABSOLUTIONr OVGIVENN
that they were to ntat

bud timetho great number being broughtI

InImm Bishop Muldoon announced that toho
would give a generalgenera absolution to 11till
thetho Catholics among the victims nurDur
lugIng thetho brIef moment that thetho two
priests with uplifted hands
GoGod to pardon alall thetho frailties of Ills
II servants timetho poor lenlen-and

linen
and women who lay In dozensdozenI on timetho
floor scented to realize that theythoy were
taco to facetace timetho last scene In their
liven MnMany though crazed with pain
coceasedc to moan and fastened their fastfaRt

eyes 01on thetho two priests AfterAtter
thinthe absolution was given orof them
barely able to move feebly stretched
out their hauls Imploringly to thetho
priests forfOl 01one hard clasp anti oleone word
otof before they passed away
Both clergymen
tiouHou until timetho Maldead were
removed to tethe andamid thetho injured
to hospitals

TO RESTORE LIFE
Over onoone girl In Thompsons centaur

ant thetho doctors labored fortOI oleono hour
Theyrhey loosened her dress and two ofat
them waveduV d her amarms over her head
and slowlylowly moved thelthem towndown agallagain Inin-
am attempt to Induce artificialnnam

tonion Everylery moment or two aieone otof
them with his a fortor
her heart beats Therehero was not IIa nighignign-
ototof a burn on liarhor SheBhe could not
benbeen more than lt16 yearnyean old andInd when
they forced her e oe apart her
brownhron eyeses weretro yet bright

SunSho IIis too perfect a11 creature to give
up sadsll onoone doctor Stimulant after

was tredMod mid last of ailalhutbut proved andan-
dInI the end thetho doctors gave up

wWATCHER DOmDOIN TO MElElE-

NotNot far away a0 nurse and two doedoo
tOItorn labored over a boy Aftertor termten
minutes toho opened hi eyeseyell

Watcher dolldoin to me ho qu
edel Taking care of you01 soldsahl timetho doordocdoc-
tortor fell Us your name

I to havehae any onoone cilia
mmy mother about this orof fine Ire till
right I1 alnot IIt wawas 1a firere hat
what It waswas-

A
vasvas-
AA GRATEFUL MANIAN

ImIm timeIho mostmORt grateful lal In ninil
Chicago Maid John A who
ownsO s thetho restaurant M sister WIvan
In timetho theater with two aged

I
S and 7 SueShe almost got to thetho door
wihwith bothbath of thel when Ruth onoone of
them lyMy slsister told momemo-
she

me-
sheshe knew that thetho cidchild must bbe latesafe
hutbut I ran around Ikolike 1a manilo fortor niat
hour boorebefore I1 found her Hohow itIl Ihapp

I1 do notnol knowknoll butbul sheha ran back
Into thetho theater ndand out under the
stage through thetho dago

A COOJ MANAGER
Ono of01 ttheo K ever seen

In thetho theater which IsIII on tome
samefamo nsas limotho Iroquois leNless than

lnone blokblock Il tant IIha
anca orof the avid tragedy being enactenact-
ededI o feetteet away When thin
slonsian between netsacts came Manager Hehu

II-

bortbertbort ordered thetho doors colledcloset and roo i

tuned to Iloallow nnany onoone to patpassanIIn or
I

out 11as hehe WIwas determined that nno

knowledge orof the firero should reach thoIho In

Wilton Lackey time star t y
otof tho playpillY now being presented Btat tho

before thetho curtain ndand j
entertained the aaudience for over fiveIvo
minutes wihwith a witywitty speechech which
kept hilhis henr In continual laughter
TimeTho curtain rOirose fortor thetho next ntnet withwith-
outout anybody other than thetho theater Mem

I

that hundreds orof lvelives i
were being sacrificedcd almOtalmost next door

f
LOOKING FORFOn FRIENDSl

Ien the people fedfiled out of the
Garrick bey were greeted Itat the dordoor
by hundreds of frantic omenmen ndand women
who anxiously scanned their faces
looking fortor members otof their families tt-
andand who had gone down t

m r
town simply to Ittelattend a wihwith
dutut to what theater they had t
Intended to go Therehee worewere malmany
scenes otof joyful recognition Indamid anion
Iishelhod members ofat timethe audience
WOIenre hugged and kissed In frantic do
light by relatives a

WOMEN AND CHILDREN FIGHT FOR LIFE

At firtFirst Audience Calmly Watched the flames Creeping Along the Stagetage Then Came the TTerror

Striking Cry of Fire That Panic and Pandemonium Mothers and Their Little Ones

Were Crushed to Death Their Faces Torn and Mangled Beyond AlAll Recognition

Over Mounds of Dead and Dying the Living Clambered

4 H H o 1 1 f 11 H I H H

BEAUTIFUL BINDAND ILL FATED IROQUOIS
WMWas thetho Pride orof orof the elt Now PIaPlay

From Observations aco by a oPof thoIho Staff Who WnWas

Itat itsIs BrilantBrilliant FivePho Weaks AdoABo

A ret News representative who happened to be in Chicago about five weeks ago attendattend-
eded the opening of the Iroquois theater which was the most important event in Chicago theatricals
in manmany years The opening hadbad long been eagerly anticipated and the public appetite WitSwas only
whetted by the several postponements of the event forced by the inability of the m to
complete the intricate and expensive decorations WhenNhen finally it was positively announced that the
Iroquois would bebc christened by a performance of Mr next this hebche-

linglinging Monday there Wasvas a frantic rush forlor seatsscats and the resulresult was the greatest crush audience
that ever attended a theatrical performance in Chicago except in onene house the Auditorium
which has a much larger seating capacity Had the tragedy of yesterday afternoon beenheen enacted
at the opening performance the death list would have been very muchankh heavier

The Iroquois was the pride olof theatrical public No theater in New York excx
celled iit in magnificence IIt partook of the Mosaic French and Roman styles of architecture isits

I exterior presenting a view frontfrom the distance not unlike a huge cathedral ButDut inside the lobby
which by the way waswa aas wide and as long as the width of MauiMain visitor might imageimag
ireine himself in a pillared Roman temple In other parts the theater was Colonial in appearance
but there wasas always a harmony refreshing to the eye The furnishings and decorations of the
Iroquois baffled description To walk through the place was iniii itself worth the price of a ticket

I

Thel he strangest part of alall was the strong belefbelief thatt the Iroquois wihwith its many exits wasties
the sasafestlest of alall theaters theater has always had as isits motto do safest
theater in the world and the boast olof WillWi J Davis that he would yet make Jacob LitLitt
proprietor of drag in that sign

nI

1

people wihwith Davis and Harry Powers own the Iroquois as welwell as the IIIand Powers theaters two other Chicago houses fiehe old adage that trouble revnevrev-
er

11
er coniescomes singly was illustrated when only three the Illinois was forced to close on ac fcose
count of Jerome Sykes d ath and directly on top of that comes the Iroquois horror iti t

3

i scents crude to mentonmention the financial loss in the same breath it is also a curious fact that KlawKlaty
and ErlangerEranger wn the two attractions which cosedchosen the two houses and doubtless have lost the

Mr production which cost not less than IIt consisted veritably of acreseres of X

t scenery and costumes people bengbeing onan the stage in one scene
Rather an interesting point has arisen amongnong theatrical men regarding the responsibility

I1 for the Chicago disaster IIt is stated in the dispatches that the Iroquois was in an y
conditIon inasmuch as the frefire escape ladders had not been iut in and that the platforms were EE-

notnot and therefore escape hyby wa of the usual means waderunder suchsch appalling conditions
was entirely cut ofoff If the case doubtless there wihill hebe damage suits against 1

the of the theater for the terrible loss of lele-
The

life
The1 he interesting poIntpaint among professional people at least is here Theinc Iroquois was owned t

jointly by Klaw Erlanger Nixon and Zimmerman Vilii J Davis antiand Harry Powers tlcthe ltlatlat-

terter two holding only smalsmall parcels of stockslack IIf the usual thing happens tlethe wealthiest owners

wiwill be compelled to satisfy the ind and certainly Klaw and Erlanger wiwill hehave to bear the
greatest budenburden IK EoE means the syndicate which is ggenerally unpopular in theatrical circir-

cles
er

1

descles aieOne visiting managerl declared todatoday I breaks Kia and Erlanger absolutely IIt 1

would hebe just retribution forfar the plannermanner ilhi which they have drawn the cinches on the rest orof the
profession for the past 15 years

0111 II l H l H H I HtHHH H H H H HfH IHJHHHH HI11 r

rt

MANY PEOPLE EXPRESS SYMPATHYY
A

i
AI

I

President RoosevelRoosevelt In a Message to Mayor CarterCarler Harrison

Voicing the NatonNations5 Grief Extends to PeoplePeople
1

HisIs Deepest Sympathy In the Terrible Catastrophe That HAS

Befallen Them
I

FIE
FIRE SWEEPS OVER

THEATER AUDIENCE r ii-

TheTl-eThe Iroquois lain ChIcago thehI Scene Of
Quo ofat ththe Worst

In history

Chicago DecDC c 30 Nearly CO people P
Were killed In ten minutes this afterafter-
noonnoonoon during na Ilefire inIII the Iroquois thenthea k

ter the newest thetho largest adand Ina far aa-

nsns IIpowerower could make It thetho I ji

thertheaterter Infu ChicoChicagogo
I

E of thorho dead and Injured Pvarynr TheTho police count orof dead In
The of the newspapers Is

II

ThereThero arc 65 people mIssing at mittmid I
night limotho of whom Ireare yably among thetho ddeada totn the morgue
apt various undertaking establish P
rnesta 1 orof the feaddead have n

4

been identified and 6303 per
lonseons areIro known to bobe Injured

OJOF DEDDEAD UNKNOWN
1 if

IIt wiwill hebe many hours before the num
herber of dead lais luraccuratelyLely known and
ninny days before niall of them beba i

There noare bodies lying by
dozensdozen tonight In the undertaking I

1001 inIII thetho station andamid In tlthe n

hospitals trofrom which nearly everything i
that could reveal their Identity to thosthose t
who knew themteem best Is gone

Their clothing isIII torn to rags or t

burned to chilerscinders and their facesrghavehavo t
been mashed Into Innn unrecognizable
pulp by the heehs otof the crowd that
trampled them dOlndown as they fled fortor
safety

The lretire broke out timetho second r

net otof the which
waswall the first production propro-
duced

j
In the theater sinceInce IllIts 1 f

Thoho company which WMwas ververy large
escaped to the street In safety

CAUSE OF FIEFIRE UNKNOWN
t

TheTho accounts otof the origin otof thetho fireroro-
aroarearo and arearo certain
hutbut the beat reasonrenson givenoni inII that aim1

r

I

electric wire on thetho lower part ofoC IIa
piece otof drop scenery suddenly brokebroko t

Ildamid was grounded
TheTho lrefire spread rapidly toward thetho

front ofat time timetho members torof thetho chorus who worewere then engaged
InIII thetho to fleeee tto thetho wIngs
with screams otof terorterror r

ASBESTOS CURTAIN STUCK p

ThoThal firero In lfup tto this WIwan
nOt serious possibly could tlehave bbeenn r
checked hind not thetho asbestoss t
limited to workworl Asl loonsoon as timetho fire walwan t
discovered I FayFoy tho chief comeomo idine of thetho company shouted to lower jlIt
thetho curtain mid this was
donedono IIt descended abutabout halfbait 11

i1

then suckstick
The Irolire thus lallwas Iven 1n j

flue through which ua strong draft walwan I
I

aided by the doors which hahad iI
been open In thetho front of thu
theater With narroar ndand 1a bound thetho Jr I

shot through the openinGopening over ii-

the
i

thetho bends of thEthe on timetho firstrt tj
floorHoor 1111anti reaching clear up to those illIItetime first balconyheathcaught them andInI IN
burned themIel to death where they satButsat-

A

I I

Y
j II-

AA TEmUTERRIFICJ EXPLOSION
Immediately following this rushIh of I

there Olnocame an explosion prpro 1 r
sunned to bobe the gas reservoir which
lifted timetho entire root orof thetho theater
from Itits wallsvals shattering the great

Into fragments jI
8 1001soon Ias the lesroes first appeared I

beyond thetho curlan aa man In thetho rear t 4ofat thetho hall shouted Fire firerol andInd n

the entire audience roseroso nsas one perOperson l3i
and mantle fortor tothe doors I

WHAT MANAGER DAVIS SAYS
r

Wiwill J Davis manager of thetho thenthew I ftarter saidRaid after the nt1

t catastrophic that Ift
timetho ople hied In theirheir seats ss-

andand hadharl not benbeen excited by thelike crycry-
or

t
orof
lost

firaIro not a Ie Iolife would havoli beon tf

ThisThill however a8 contradicted by timetho I

statements orof thetha firemen who found i
of people In their seats 1

IH
ftheir faces directed toward theth Stage

ate ItIf timethe Performance were sllstill going h tt-
onon IIt isIII thetho opinion orof UrnUIO firemen that 03 t4
these perpersonsJ hind Leonbeen natt m1 I

by the lowflow otof gas Raffia10
ti

I II-

I

fromtroU behind timeUle asbestos curtain nF

I HUNDRED PRESENTNT i

AAs near as concan hIbe estimated about I
IJjarr

1

tlIIi I

I

MESSAGE FROFROMI is II-

THE
fJ

J ii-

TiE1 TiETHE PRESIDENT 11

I

11 t
I

I 1

In Common WihWith American Poo
t

pOlplo Us Expresses Sorrow8orrow J I
j
II-

I

s
I

j
I J

t
DeeDec follow 1f JJ-

InglogIng message WOIwas receIved this tlI
I

moringmorning I1 i1 1

DoaDoe I ICarter ILI HarrisnHarrison Mayor C-i
1

cage In common wihwith alnil our hrpeople throughout this ladland I exex-

tend
rI iV

tend through youOU to timetho people 1

of Chicago my t t P
thy In thetho terrible ca
which hRhas befallen them j

n

Signed i
J
t

THEODORE ROOSEVELT y

t tt

i
tt-

tt t
1 t 1

i t 1 r I


