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it that po euch diseriminating
decisions were ever hefore given inp s
westero mueleal testival, and the edu-
¢ational and beneficial eflects cannol
fal} to be immedlate and far-reacblng;
jt1s nu Alight compliment to an audt-
ence io be 1aught, not only wbat the
winning event 1e but wby it won, snd
wherein il surpseses the olbers; snd
this wae afealure thal, ae sialeq, Wae
no ess pleasing and inetructive to Lbe
aydience than imporisnt and interest-
ine to the musicians themseelves,
Words might be indefinitely multi-
plied in eulogizing tbe lestival ss 8
whole, and dwelling particularly upon
ite polnte of exceilence. Bul it Is per-
baps enougb to esy In concluslon
tbst it has been AD ungualjfed
and magnificent triumph from begin-
ping to end; maiking » Ted-letter
period in the year’s oslendarof happy
events, und wionlog fof its promoters
apd participants golden opinions not
only from thelr Welah fellow citizene
bul from every soul in this and sur-
rounding communities tbal i8 atlyned
to the adoretion ot the ‘*‘heavenly
msaid,*’
——
THE SAINTS AND THE SCRIPTURES.

The NEWS a sbort time ago pub-
lisbed a sermon by Elder Fraukiinm D.
Ricbards on the importance of keepln.
records, A mong tbose Wbho have read

tbis Intereativg discouree inan edjional
writer of tbe Christian Blatesman. In
the issue of tbat paper of Beplember
2lst he makes the following exiract
from Elder Ricbrids’s addrem:

""These extracls whioh I am now read-
ing are from s revelation which the God
of beaven ban given to us tbrongh the
Propbet Joseph Smith, wbich he re-
ceived soon after the organizatlon of the
Chuzceb in 1830, and which are found in
the Pearl of Great Price. I quote from
the la‘est edilion publisbed in 1888, In
this cluy. Further ecriptire cobcerping
tbis superlatively Important subject may
be found on puages 121 and 538 of the
Book ot Morwnon.*” '

‘He then aske!

Have the Mormons with their pro-
fossad reverence for the Blble no thoughbt
of the coree pronounced on thoso who
add to the things wriiten in it?

The curee relr rred 10 i8, Wo presgme,
the one found io the lapt chapter 0}
the Revelatlon of John, whbich the-

ologians so often apply¥ as an ar.
goment sgsine! continoed revela-
tion 1o the Chuorob. It bas wre:

been shown Lbat thie 18aD Obvipm*
misapplication of the texl, nll the more
strange because of the frequevoy mnu
persistency with which it Ju resorted
lo as & shield ageinet the Jdivine trytb.

Wben John, b¥ the Bpirit, was
moved upen to write: *Ir any manp
whall add unto there thi ge, G dabalt
add unto bim Ibe plagues that are
written in tbls bovk; abu If any man
aball take away from the Words ot (he
book of this prophecy, God eball take
away bie part out of the book of hfe,”
he evideutly referred Lo Do otber
sacred record than the wonderful com-
position he was about lov complete.
What otber 1nference €D bedrawn
from the expressl ne be used—' | he
worde of the propbecy of thia b k,”
and ‘‘the book of thia prophecy??? |
worde mwesn anytbirg ‘‘this book’?
muet be the book he wase then wrlting,

the Apocalypee; for **this book’’ could
not at tbat time, wben the New
Testament wee not yel gatbered into
one Dook, nor even completed, relfer to
the entire volume. Tbhe Splrit of the
Lord waes anxjous tbat the Cburoh
showld receive this magnificent pro-
phetic composition just A8 pe+ ned by
the sulbor; bence the solem n warniog
agnipet any alteration therein.

Twere was a special reason for this.
The wery ecope of Lbe Apocalypere was
to give the Church kXnowledge of the
impending geueral apoitasy, and to
point oul the eigna of jte approach, ae
well ae foretel] tbe restorstion of the
(Goapel in the latter days and 1te final
triupapb. But all this knowledge wae
necepsarily conveyed In eymbolloal
iacguage, plain to Cbristiane to wbom
It was explained by Iinepired men,
filleq with the BHpirit of prophecy,
while to tbe unbellevers, who acoused
the [pllowers of Jepus of conspiracies
agaipst the state and sociely in gen-
era), it leit no reasonable ground for
persecuiion, because it conveyec no
fnteljigence to them. This symbolical
language necessitaled a  falthful
yrespniation ot it to the minutesl
detaile, ®ince any change migbt
destroy entireiy tbe meanioyg intended
tc be conveyed, and bring confusion
in ti»e whole srrangement. There
were, therefore, ressons wby an ibn-
Junopion sbould be given oconcerning
the faitbful trapepmiersion to the Churoh
of this hook.

That the autbhor of the Apocniypse
pever regarded that book as tbe Jasl
sacred record to beglven totbe Churob
Is an plaln as historical facts can make
fti. The Apostle Jobn wrole the
revelmtion not later than in the year
96 A, D. This opinion 18 founded on
the guppuaition that bie exile &
Patpaos occurred' during the D clan
pereecution. Bultlt bse by no meais
beepn fully proved. Bome bold that the
exile ocourred uuting the persecution
-f Noro, nnd the date of wrlling woulu
then be 67 or 63 A D., an opinlon
advpgated by many. But even If we
nooept the latest dete, 38 A, D, tbe
fagl remaline that the A pustle himeelf,
at lemst oDe Year later, wrote Lbe
Gorpel thal hests bie pame, and
this was added to the sacred coliection
of the Soriptures, npotwitbelaunding
the “*gurse’” pronounced in the Revela-
tion. e tbereany further proof needed
tbat gmodern Christinns misappiy the
word of (Gud iporder to find an excuse
tor rejecting His message to them at
thia 1me?

Ag s general ruje it is Indeed true
that u]l Beripture sbould be Feceiveu
juet wa God lnepjred tt, It Is Bacrilege
for man to mutiiate ir, but the trutb
Jove, ol imply that the fouotaines from
whicl, epring tbe Nte-giving waters of
revelntion bave dried up lor ever, It
Jues pot meun tpat tbe Almighty at
any tigme has placed Himeel! 1o a porf-
tiem. pever agaip Lo epeak to Hie
chiidresn; nor doee it free Lhem lrom
the obligalion of listentng when His
volce §8 heard. :

I'be Laiter-day Sainls accept Lhe
Bihle, a8 cootalning the word of God,
They add nolbrng tu i1y they elim-
ynate motbing from it. They accept
the Byok of Murmun Be &leo coDtalL-
ng the word or God t. Hie oall-
dren, Tbey accept Lhe Doolrine oy
Covenanls as the wurd o) Gud, given
with apeolal reterence tu the establish.

ment of the Church in thie dispensa-
tion. And fortber, tbey accept the
tesobings of the inepired eervante of
the Liord in tbelr miust as Lbe word of
God, needed for ipstruction from time
to time, But 1o all this there Is no
ground for the cbarge tbat the Mor-
mons aiter tbe contents of the Sorip-
tures, The facl is that all tbe seored
booke mentioned and sl the eachings
of Gou’s servants are 10 euch perteot
agcord, that nll must be either recelved
ur Tejeoted together. The Bainle slmiply
Jesire to be oonsistent and to receive us
the word of God ull tbal bears suf-
ficient evidence of emanating from the
Jivine aource.

A WORD FUR THE GUALD.

——tae—

Thbe favorable action of the Dessret
Agriculiural snd Manufacturing
Booclety of thie Territory with reference

to the use of its building and grounds
in this eity by the Territorial militia ne
an armory aod driil hall, Je a 171endly
recognition of the labuls and services
ot the Nationsl Guard of which tbis
cily ana counly have given ns yet very
ew evidenpes. It auy future compli-
catione ebali ensue lo prevent ihe
Jdeslgnated use of Lbe premises, by
reason of threatened inorease of Ipsnz-
ance rates or any other cause, lbe
public and tbe Guard generally vughbt
to koow tbat theD. A, &, M. soclety
nas acted in perfect goou faitn ino
1be matter, bas done all thal wan apked
of it, »nd bas manifested Lbrougbout a
frienuly, geaerous spiril, the denial of
tbe rults of which to tbe Natjonal
Guard is due to nv fault or rewervation
of any oftbe suclety’s ofliclale,

The ocossion may net be lnoppor-
tune tor the observation that in Lhess
patrictic days a peevisb, picayunisb,
atingy pollcy toward the oitizen
soldicry of the Republic subjects indi-
viduals, corpnrations and comraw nlties
1o puhlic contempt,. Young men who
enlist for thTee years without hope of
pa¥ or other reward; wbo devole maoy
bonre per month to drill; who are ever
willing to luro out and lend the aid of
their akili sod organizatlon to
any proper lestive ccoaslon, and who,
above all elae, nre under their osath
required by day or npight Lo uvbey
their country’s call lo duty, in the
preservation of tbe peace, the protec.
1fon of lite and property, snd the res-
toration of order—eoch men, we eay,
are deserving of somelblng belter than
the sheers and pareimony wilth which
aome sballow spuls would treat them.
Least of al]l shguld they be forced to
pay out of their own pooketstbe rent,
iigbt, fuel and the ingidertal expenses
neceseallly incurred by tbem in pre-
y arlng themtelvea more efleclively to
render the public serviee whi¢h their
oath of enlisiment requires.

Without placlng the Quard jn a
position of menusicanoy, or sesaming
ruch position for It, the NEWS submits
to tbe inhahitante of Utah—nity and
county officiala e well as private cor-
porations, busioess men and the peo-
ple at inrge, that tbere sbould be a
mers generous and gy mpathetic spirit
in supporting and suostaising our
young men who have volunlazily put
vn the uuiform of blur., In strength
and efficiency tbe Natiooal QGusrd
venerally 18 & credit to the Ter.
ritory; bhut tbere I8 room for im-



