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the bitter from the sweet; the things of
(God from the things not of God. 'When
I look at the economy of Heaven, my
heart leaps for joy, and if I had the
. tongue of an angel, or the tongues of
the whole human family combined I
would praise God inthe highest for His
great wisdom and condescension in suf-
fering the children of men to fall into
thevery sin into which they have fallen,
for He did it that they, like Jesus,
might descend below all things and
then press forward and rise above all.
Our spirits once dwelt in the heavens
and were as pure and holy as the angels;
but angels have tabernacles and spirits
have none, and they are anxious to take
tabernacles and they come to the mean-
est, lowest and humblest of the human
race to obtain one rather than run any
risk of not doing so. I have heard that
the celebrated Mr. Beecher,of Brooklyn,
once said that the greatest misfortune
that could ever happen to man was to
be born; but I say that the greatest
good fortune that ever happened or can
happen to human beings is to be born
on this earth, for then life and salva-
tion are before them; then they have
the privilege of overcoming death, and
of walking sin and iniquity under their
feet, of incorporating into their daily
lives every prineiple of life and salva-
tion and of dwelling eternally with the
Gods. I would hardly dare say this,
‘but Jesus said: ‘‘Is it not written in
your law, I said, Ye are Gods? If He
called them Giods, unto whom the word
of God came, andjthe seripture cannot
be broken; say ye of Him whoum the
Father hath sanctified, and sentintothe
world, thou blasphemest, because I said
I am the Son of God?"” The Apostle
Paul has also said: *“For as many as are
led by the EPirit of God they are the
sons of God.” ‘“And ifchildren then
heirs; heirs of God and joint heirs with
Christ.,”” And all who are faithful to
the precepts of the gospel will see Jesus
and be as He is.

I recollect once, not long after we
came to the Valley, I think it was in
1851, a Baptist preacher came here; he
Eut up at my house; I kept him while

e stayed in the city. He was a gentle-
man, very kind and wvery good. I
preached one day on the character of
the Deity, and when I reached a cer-
tain point, a point where he could
learn nuthing further, I leftit. When
we reached home he said to me “Bro-
ther Young, why did you not proceed
with your discourse? I would have
given anything in the world if you
had, for 1 should then have learned
fvnur belief with regard to our heaven-

y Father.” 1 said to him, “Do you
believe the Bible?”” '‘O yes,” he repli-
ed, I then quoted to him the 26th and
27th verses of the 1st chapter of Genesis,
in which we find the following words;
““And God said let us make man in our
image, after our likeness: and let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea,
and over the fowl of the air, and over
the cattle, and over all the earth, and
over every creeping thing that creepeth
upon the earth.

“So God created man in his own
image, in the image of God created he
him; male and female created he them."’

I also referred to the visit of the Lord
to Abraham in which Abraham said,
“My Lord, if now I have found favor
in thy sight, pass not away, I pray thee
from thy servant. Let a little water,
I pray you, be fetched and wash your
feet, and rest yourselves under the tree.
And I will feich a morsel of bread and
comfort ye your hearts; after that ye
shall pass on.”” I also referred to where
the Lord, talking to Moses, says:

‘“Behold there is a place by me, and
thou shalt stand upon a rock. And it
shall come to pass, while my glory pas-
seth by, that I will put thee in a clift of
the rock, and will cover thee with my
hand while I pass by: and I will take
away mine hand, and thou shalt see my
back parts, but my face shall not be
seen,’’

All of these passages, said I, to the
reverend gentleman, go to prove,if they
prove anything atall, that man is made
in the image of his Maker,and that he is
Hisexact image,having eye for eye,fore-
head for forehead, eyebrows for eye-
brows, nose for nose, cheekbones for
cheekbones, mouth for mouth, chin for
¢hin, ears for ears, precisely like our
Father in Heaven.” *““Well,”” said he,
*‘I have been for twenty-nine years a
preacher of the truth, and never thought
that man was created in the exact im-
age of his Father; I always had theidea
that God was a being without body,
parts, or passions.”” Headmitted, how-
ever, that he had never gained that idea
from the Bible., And notwithstanding
the scriptures dwell upon this point
with such force and clearness, the idea

entertained by this gentlomen is that
entertained by the Christian world in
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general. Weare told that Jesus was ““the
express image of His Father's person.”
Think of it! Was Jesus a man? Yes.
Clothed upon as we are? Yes. Did He
pass for a man the same as others? He
did. When He did not wish to be
known he could pass through a crowd
and from house to house, neighborhood
to neighborhood, town to town, without
the people knowing who He was. He
had this power; and yet He was like
other men, having eyes, forehead, nose,
eyebrows, mouth, cheekbones and chin
like we have, and the Apostle tells us
that He was the express image of His
Father's person; and if the saying is
true, that to know the only true and
wise God and Jesus Christ whom He
has sent is eternal life, we have eternal
life, for we know them,

I have talked a great deal about what
we believe as far as spiritual things are
concerned; but the result of our faith I

have not done with. The faith of the | chasten them and

Latter-day Saints, so faras moral execel-
lence is concerned, leads them to adopt
in their lives, the practice of every mo-
ral prineigla believed in by the Chris-
tian world. It leads them to do
to each other and to all their fellow be-
ings, and to injure none. It leads us to
honor our beings upon the earth assons
and daughters of the Almighty; to hon-
or Him that created us, too e ever
true principle, enrything that produces
eace and happiness, for everything
bat has this tendency is of God. The
spel of Jesus Christ teaches him that
as stolen tosteal nomore; it teaches the
swearer to swear no more: him that
has borne false witness to do it no more;
him that has dishonored his being to do
it no more: and, in fact,there isno hight,

may take the history of the world from

| the days of Adam down, and I am at

the defiance of any historian to prove
that the Saints have ever suffered as
much as the sinners. This is my belief
about the religion of Jesus Christ. Some
may #ay,''Did not the Children of Israel
suffer?” ‘‘Yes.”” “Why?"'’ ' Because of
their iniquity. They transgressed the
laws God had given them; they changed
the ordinances and broke the everlast-
ing covenant, and for their sin and dis-
obedience they were led into captivity.
If they had been obedient, I reckon
they would bhave been led direct to the
Holy Land and stayed there. Some
may say, “Now, Mr. Speaker, you have
been driven from your home, was it for
righteousness?’’ No, I expect not, I
expect it was to chasten me and make
me better. I never attributed the driv-
ing of the Baints from Jackson county
to anything but that it was necessary to
prepare them to
build up Zion. They were driven from
Ohio to Missouri, from Missouri to Il-
linois, and from Illinois here, only for
the advancement of Zion and the work

good | of God on the earth. I donot comylain

of*persecution. I have left a great deal
of property in different States. Consid-
erable in Ohio, Missouri, and Illinois.
Do I care anything about it? No, we

Y | have more land here than we can oc-

m;ﬂr. God led us from a sickly to a
healthy country, and I thank him for
it ere the Latter-day Saints driven

| l;fma after time on account of their sins?
One of the first revelations that God
gave to Joseph Smith was for the gath-

ering of Israel, and when the ple
came to Jackson county, Missouri, the;
were as far from believing and obeying

| with them; and we go so far beyond

depth, length or breadth in moral con-
duct believed in and practiced by the
Christian world but what we are one

them in the things of God that they are
lost, and yet they think we are lost. I
have smiled thousands of times within
myself to hear them talk; they are ig-
norant, but they think we are. Besides
being far ahead of the Christian wordd
in the things of God, I will say that in
their morals, and their recreations the
Latter-day Saints will compare favora-
bly with any of them. The question
arises sometimes in me, Is there any-
thing immoral in recreation? If I see
my sons and daughters anjuging them-
selves; chatting, visiting, riding, going
to a party or a dance, is thereanything
immoral in that? I wateh very closely, |
and if I hear a word, see a look, or a
sneer at divine thingsor anything de-
rogatory to a good moral character I
feel it in a moment, and I say, *‘if you

follow that it will notlead to good, it is
evil; it will not lead to the fountain of
life and intelligenue; follow, only, the
ath that leads to life everlasting.”
here is it? God has it.
Not only does the religion of Jesus
Christ make the people acquainted with
the things of God, and develop within

|

them moral excellence and purity, but
it holds out every encouragement and
inducement possible, for them to in-
crease in knowledge and intelligence, |
in every branch of mechanism, or in
the arts and sciences, for all wisdom,
and all the arts and sciences in the
world are from God, and are designed
for the good of His people. If I had
only seen in my young days an interest
manifested by those who had wealth,
ower and influence to reach down a
and to take the suffering, ignorant
poor and elevate them to the standard
they occupied, and to place them in
session of every u?::t:u:nf-:n:rl;‘l it would

ave been a matter of great jey to me.
But it was not so then, neither is it
now. Men generally use their wealth
for selfish purposes, and do not seek to
devote it to God and to the glory of His
name. In the Kingdom of God only
will the poor and the ignorant of the
children of men be purified and elevated
and prepared to hold the positions God
has designed for His chilmn.

1+ have heard a great many tell about
what they have suffered for Christ’s
sake, I am hapﬁy to say I never had
occasion to. . I have enjoyed a great
deal; but so far as suffering goes I have
compared it a great many times, in my
feelings and before congregations, to a
man wearing an old, worn-out, tattered
and dirty coat, and somebody comes
along and gives him one that is new,
whole and beautiful. That is the com-
Eariann I draw when I think of what I

ave suffered for the gospel’s sake,—I
have thrown away an old coat and
have puton a new one. *No man or
woman ever heard me tell about suffer-
ing. “Did you not leave a handsome
property in Ohio, Missouri, and Tlli-
nois?” ‘‘Yes.” “And have you not
suffered through that?” No, I have
been growing better and better all the
time, and so have this people. And you

that revelation as the East is from the
West, and a great deal further, for the
East joins the West; but the people
were so far from obeying that ravolatﬁtn
that they scarcely complied withitin one
instance. They were ignorant and had

| neither eyes Lo see, ears to hear, nor

hearts to understand, and God suffered
their enemies to drive them. What
were we driven for? Was it because of
polygamy? No, for that was not known
generally until after our arrival in these
valleys, although we received the reve-
lation years before. The accusation
brought against the Latter-day Saints
was that they tampered with the slaves
in Missouri, with the design of setting
them free, and because of this the peo-

le were driven, and the Lord suffered
t. But I ask did the Latter-day
Saints ever suffer in Missouri as the
Missourians did in the late struggle?
No,notadropina bucketcompared with
it. The Missourians have been driven
from their houses and hung up, their
property confiscated, their women and
children murdered, and every conceiv-
able evil has been heaped upon them.
Did we ever suffer lilte that? In very
few instances; and it is a shame for the
Latter-day Saints ever to talk about suf-
fering.

What are we doing here, for the peo-
ple that we are gathering from the na-
tions? The majority of those that we

ather are from the poorest that can be
ound; we gather a few scientific and
learned men, but the great maj gyty are
the poor and the ignorant. e take
them and we calculate to make them
rich; we have taken the foolish and we
calculate to make them wise; we take
the weak and we calculate tomake them
strong. We calculate to build up this
people until they know as much as any
other people on the face of the earth,

in mechauies, in the arts and sciences, |

and in every true philosophy. Alltrue
wisdom that mankind have they have
received from God, whether they know
it ornot. There is no ingenious mind
that has ever invented anything benefi-
cial to the human family but what he
obtained it from that One Source,
whether he knows or believes it or not.
There is only one source from whence
men obtain wisdom, and thatisGod,the
fountain of all wisdom; and though
men may claim to make theirdiscover-
ies by their own wisdom, by medita-
tion and reflection, they are indebted to
our Father in Heaven for all.

We calculate to make this people
just as wise and prudent as they will
bemadeand justas humble asthey will
be made. hen I look at the world of
mankind and see their pomp, splendor,
covetousness and worldly mindedness,
I think whata shame!' What have you
got to be so proud of? They have gold,
silver, houses, lands and possessions,
and they feel ‘'O, we are kings, potent-~
ates, or men »f great influence because
of our wealth.”” But where did they
Eet their wealth? They will say they

ave been fortunate and have
it together; or it was bequeathed to
them by their father or grandfather.
But none of them have aught but what
came from Him who lives and reigns in

gathered |

lJaly 1.

the heavens,—the God whom we serve,
who alone’ bestows blessings upon His
children, the sons and daughters of
Adam,

I have heard a great many sermons,
prayers and exhbortations for people to
go and get religion and have thejr
names written in the ‘Lamb’s Book of
Life,”” Iwant to inform the whole world,
all thesons and daughters of Adam,
that their nameys are written there, and
there they will remain to all eternity
unless they by their evil aets blot
them out. I want to inform -every.
body of this fact.

I want now to say a few words on
political matters. First, I will say we
are a very seligious people; the world
knows that; and it was our religion
that influenced our minds to leave our
homes and parents, and in many in-
stances our gompanions and children,
Are we a political people? Yes; very
political indeed. But what party do
you belong to or would you vote for
I will tell you whom we will vote for;
we will vote for the man who will sus
tain the prineciples of civil and religious
liberty, the man who knows the most
and who has the best heart and brain |
for a statesman; and we do not cares
farthing whether he is a whig, s
democrat, a barnburner, a republican,
a new light or anything else. Thes
are our polities. If we could have
men to control the affairs of the nation
who had sufficient foresight and fore
thought to Enow the results ot their
own actions, it would have been better
for the pation than it is at present
But we are just as we are; no matter
what brought about the present condi
tion of things. I leave the peoplet
judge whether it is righteousness or sin
that has brought upon the nation the
evils it has been called to endure. 0f
one thing I am sure, God never insti
tutes war; God is not the author of
confusion or of war; they are there
sults of the acts of the vhildren of maen,
Confusion and war necessarily come g
the results of the foolish acts and polig
of men; but they do not come becaust
God desires they should come. Ifthe

ple, generally, would turn to th
ord, there would never be any war
Let men turn from their iniquitis
and sins, and, instead of being covetoy
and Wiﬁkﬂd, turn to God and seekb
promote peace and happiness throug
out the land, and wars would ces
We ex Eect to see the day when swat
shall be turned into ﬁluughahm
spears into pruning hooks and wha
men shall learn war no more. Thisk
what we want. We are for peac,
Flanty and happiness to all the human
amily.

A great deal could be said about our
peculiar faith, and our peculiar internal
institutions, as the world terms them.

| I do not want to say anything about

them; I act them out. I have got 8
family, and a pretty large ome. I am
willing to compare them with any fam-
ily on the face of the earth when the
privileges they have enjoyed are consi
dered. I think thatso far as I myselfan
concerned, when it is remembered thal
Inever went toschool but eleven daysin
my life, and that until I commenced
preach the gospel I had to work ha
every day for my bread, I have mad
some improvement. I think this per
ple areimproving; and I think we shal
continue our work wuntil the whole hv
man family will give up all notiond
going to war with each other. I er
pect to see the time when  this pauxla
will possess every good thing. Al
knowledge and wisdom and every gool
that the heart of man can desire &
within the circuit and circle of the
faith we have embraced. The ds
will ecome when the gospel will b
presented to the kings and queens ani
great ones of the earth; but it will b
presented with a  different influent
from that with which it has been pres
ented to the poor, but it will be the
same gospel. e shall not presentany
other gospel, it is the same from ever
lasting to everlasting. Noman will b¢ |
saved and come into the presence of the
Father only through the gospel o

Jesus giarist,—the same for one as th
other. ¥'he Lord has His cause, HE
ways, His work; He will finish it up

Jesus is laboring with His might ©
sanctify and redeemi the earth and
bring back his brethren and sisters inl0
the presence of the Father. We ar
laboring with Him for the purification
of the whole human family, that ve
and thaﬁmay be (Pmpnred to dwell with
God in His kingdom.
God bless you, Amen,
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At Mt, Pleasan!, U. T., July 4th, 1869, of dyp-
theria, Anna Drusilia, d:uzgw‘hl‘awr :’i& and
Eliza Smith, aged 1 year, 11 months and 3 days.




