
I1 I1 ay nt1 nyit I1t 14 I1

aw I1I1MI1I1 I1

iI1
I1

thekeh IAsultantan of turleyturkey has concluded to liberate
111

I1 Ioskossuthev and some of hishia fellow prisoners
1 Sand teke them to malta where a united states

man of war of thothe mediterranean squadron re-
ceives

1 1

11
11

1

them and gives them a passage to amer-
icaica 1I1 france has been the defence of the pope

3
un-

til she is becomebecominggy weary of the service and it
is whispered aboutabbat in the papers that he may

10 abdicate again it was by trenchfrench steel and
muscle that he was enabled to return to rome
last year and by the same has been retained
there france is thought to contain within her
the living elements of revolution at present as
much asaa at any previous time and insurrection-
ary movement is quite confidently spoken of
and expected at the time of their election for
president in 1852

the present being the year of the worlds
fair the petty dynastiesdynast ios oiof the continent have
managed to so far keep the peace of the world
as to enable them to come to the fair the
most important combatant the past twelve
or eighteen months have been the wigs
and holsteins in some of their sanguinary en-
gagementsgage ments thousands have fallen on both sides
their difficulties have been doctored up by a
long and complicated series of diplomatic ne

between various of the german
matestates prussia and others of the more power-
ful governments which I1 have not sufficient po-
litical profundity to expound to you of
course thehet russian bear maintains his position
upon his haunches with paw raised to shake
over or let fall upon any party that may be
foundfoulad concoctingconcoct ing measures or adopting means

ical to his prosperityv

I1 the british government has experienced
quite an anomaly the ministry were fairly
defeated on the ecclesiastical titles bill
and of course resigned but her majesty sum-
moned to her audience thedukeD uke of wellington
and commissioned

1

him to construct a ministry
he undertook to do so by requesting lord stan-
ley to head the same as premier but found the
elements too incompatible for adhesion and
although lord stanley compromised his views in
part in favor of the government the experi-
ment failed and her majmajestysty entreated lord
john russell to resume and head the govern-
ment again which he did and has since been
defeated twice in one week doubtless it is

10 bothinnothing only get used to it it has been a sea-
son ofor peace and the epidemic cholera has
not made its appearance in the nation in cu-
ba insurrection is rife hundreds have already
fallen and the results are still very uncertain

the foreign missions are mostly very pros-
perous though in some of the countries the
work moves rather slowly still it is thought to
be very sure and substantial in its establish-
ment bro lorenzo considers the work fixed
in italy and in switzerland it has given him
much care and search to get the book of mor-
mon translated satisfactorily into the italian
which he has at length succeeded in and is now
putting the same through the press he is in
the meantime making arrangements to set off
for india via piedmont italy switzerland ac
on which tour by the blessinblessing of god he will

I1 establish missions in malta bombay and cal-
cutta elder william willeswillea is on his wawayv
round to calcutta to aid him on the

I1
I1 junejane four had been baptized by elder joseph

richards sail maker on board a ship anoth-
erI1 elder will probably sail soon for bombay

bro erastus has organized his danish breth-
a ren into a conference called out a number of

native elders to aid in the ministry and is
thinking of commencing a periodical in danish
the book of mormon isis now in circulation in
danish print althoughNthough the earthquake which
elder corsgreenForsgreen created in sweden by his pres-
ence last year will prevent or render inexpedi-
ent public efforts to preach the gospel in that

I1 lauonn at present it is nevertheless being dis
abed diligently and will it is believed

lave its thorough work bro Erastus enter-
tains views of crossing the baltic and planting
the gospel in russiaRiissia the hearts of the breth-
ren seem much enlarged in their foreign ar
rangements and unexpected success seems to
attend their movements generally

I1 cannot adequately explain to you the worlds
wonder crystal palace as I1 have only had the
most cursory view of it myself it is a magnia
dicent affair calculated to dazzle and bewilder

1
unless an examination is entered into system
atically

i As to myself and my field of labor I1 do not
know that I1 could be appointed to any portion

jbf tthehe vineyardrd where I1 could labor with more
e andA more satisfaction to myself than I1

V do inm this but the vastness of the work is such
I1 that I1 feel very much my deficiency for the per-

formance4 formance of the high and important duties of
so responsible a position as I1 could wish still

I1 tb mercy and faithfulness of god is great to
I1
r me wardyward and I1 am made to see he owns my la-

bors
I1

IN as weak and feeble as they are and they
p
I1 seem to be made a blessing to his people4i bro samuel I1 rejoice continually in the

great work in which we are engaged I1 am I1

contented and happy though always anxious in
my field of labor my hearteart enlarges with

1

1

charitable emotions towards my fellow men I1

my earnest desire is continually for wisdom and
intelligence in the revelations of the holy spir-
it I1 often see in the light of the spirit much
that I1 would like to do but how to perform it
seems as if I1 knew not thouthoughh everything thatog
I1 undertake gets accomplishedaccomplish

I1 see more and more the necessity of increas-
ed and increasing confidence in the blessed dic-
tates and potent1 operations of the holy spirit
and I1 coveconfessss that nymy unbelief or lack of belief
prevents me grasping many a blessing which I1
otherwise might enjoy for this I1 often reproach
myself and am quite sensible that I1 must more

perfectlyperfectly learn this important lesson of faith
bothoth theoretically and practically for I1 find the
lord often more ready to give than I1 am to re-
ceive

I1 am your brother FRANKLIN

from the same to presidentresidentJP young
STAR OFFICE aug 29 1851

it is a source of constant pleasure to me
that gives me much strength in my work and in
my prayers before the lord that all the elders
and presidents of conferences and branches so
far as I1 know without exception are one with
me in allabeall the measures adopted or proposed to
forward the work I1 do not know of one dis-
cordant string and numbers of the elderseldera are
signsignalizingsignalalilingizing themselves by their deeds of valor
and enterpriseenterprize in the glorious cause the
spirit and power of the anointing is visibly and

i mightily manifest through those generally who
havehaie received it and those who have not strive
to emulate them in noble deeds

some of our american brethren were some-
what feeble in health such as bros J W cros-
by J W young and 0 V spencer butbat they
are all in tolerablele health at present and mov-
inginal prosperously in their labors

I1 have been somewhat afflicted also by the
close application and confinement necessary to
the revision of the hymn book which is now in
print I1

the number of this edition is twenty five
thousand about three thousand copies are al-
ready sold and I1 am confident that not less than
five thousand will be before the new year

the book of mormon is also outoat of print I1
have contracted with a printer in london to
print an edition of that work and stereotype it
from elalirelyentirely new type I1 have corrected and

1 returnedI1 the first pages in this editeditionionII1
c iveave given the number of the chapter at the
1 I1 I1 innerinner corner of each page and also num

I1 ahotae0 parapangparagraphsgraphsral which I1 think will render I1iSI1 I1

1 1a I1 L 11 1 1 I1

the work more convenient for study and ref-
erence

the doctrine and covenants is now almost
exhausted and I1 think of stereotyping that also
when the book of mormon is through soBO that
1851 will be pretty closely occupied in publish-
ingra the various works of the church for which
blessed privilege my heart warms with joy and
thanksthanksgivinggiving

I1 have so arranged my business as to enable
me to spend a time among the conferences as-
certain more particularly their various wants
and also how to arrange my appointments when
some of the elders shall leave next winter to
return to their homes some of which are E B
kelsey john S higbee 0 H wheelock anand
george halliday my purpose is to more gen-
erallyarall employ the native talent in the presiden-
cyc 07of conferences and appoint the american
eiderselders over several of the conferences in order
that their influence may be more generally felt
in all the conferences such a visit will I1
trust add strength and vivacity to my spirit as
well as my body and I1 hope benefit the saints

you have seen if the star reaches you and
they have been sent regularly that duringdaring the
first half of the present year members
were added to the british churches by baptism
the number for the present half year will be
considerably larger

since the opening of the latter day saints
depot at 35 cewin st city london a new and
very important degree of astrenstrength0rth and charac-
ter has been given to ouroar holy cause not only
in london and vicinity but generally through
the kingdom and among the upper classes or
perhapsperhaps more properly speakespeaking among the
betteretter informed portion of the people while
editors of all religions and none notice us for
good and for evil giving us not
special strokes of a whole column at a time
an abstract of your last general epistle had
quite an extensive circulation and inin

i one pa-
per it was published entire I1 regret that I1 did
not procure its insertion in one of the london
journals entire it has however been publish-
ed and circulated extenextensivelyively in the french and
danish languages on the continent the pa-
pers generally are ggivingiving

i i a nobler estimate of
the saints than heretofore ranking yourself as
one of three master spirits who stand at the
headbead of governments uniting church and state
thus admitting most fully the potency of that
wisdom which dictates your course while they
denounce the same as fanaticism I1 shall for- i

ward copies of those papers which have taken
important notice of our work to the recorders
office by some brother coming out next winter i

I1 have diligentlydiligentlv sought
11

alfall summer to obtain
something favofavorable in the way of shippinging
saints around the hornicorn or across the isthmus
to SanDsan diegolego I1 have found no chance of
sosendingending any around and it was not until re-
cently that a house in this place agreed to take
out a load to san juan a port at the mouth of

augua riverriver and for this they would
charge double their present price to new or-
leans although not so far and nearly on the
wayvay to that port the following is the only
account of passage across the isthmus on thatmassage
route whichchic I1 have received

the pacific U S mail steamship pacific
with gold dust on freight passen-
gers

passe-
nger and san francisco mails of the july I1I1

arrived on the alt and landed her freight
at san juan del sud her passengersassenars took the

augua route over the isthmusisthmus traverstraversinging
the first fifteen miles by land crossincrossingtr the lalakeke

augua inin the steamshipt i p director and
steamingll11

down the river to san juan in the
iron steamshipiship sir H bulwer on arrivingarriving at
san juan thirty two hours only havinhaving ideenbeen
occupied in crossing the isthmus

i
they embark-

ed on board the splendid U S ssteamshipteam ship pro-
metheus on the morning of the ath dinst and at
5 am of the dinst arrived at new york
after a passage from san francisco of about
twenty nine days hitherto this route has not
been used and thiethe result of the experiment was
regarded as most favorable

this and the enclosed sscraprap is all I1 have
been able to gather in relation to emikemigrationration
from liverpool to san diego I1 am endeavor-
ing to open0 communication with bros lyman
and agenrich in hopes to elicit something more
upon the subject from them I1 have received
nothing from them yetvet

the mail which left the valley may ar-
rived here june that of june 1stast on the

of july that of july on the dinst

the deseret news arrivesarrives generally to either
bro levi bro robert or myself sometimes to
two of us sometimes each 0of us get it I1 havelhave
not learned whether you receive the star at all
although a small nittermatter it is one ofnf some im-
portance that the three first volumes of the
times and seasons be sent out for the benefit
of this office it would prove vastly more ben-
eficial if copies of the same were sent for the
french and danish offices also they are sup-
plied with the fourth fifth and sixth volumes

even as I1 would have you remember me so
do I1 fail not to remember youyon in my
eions and occasionally allow myself to wonder
when I1 shall again enjoy the precious society
inin council and prayer of my brethren in zion

my own health is tolerably good and will no
doubt be more substantial when I1 have been

I1

out among the churches a short time I1

i

with love to yourself brothers heber and
willard and if you please my dear family

I1 subscribecrite myself ac

astronomical LECTURES

BY PROF ORSON PRATT

lecture firstastronomy is that scienceencLe which treats of the
figures magnitudes distances motions relative I1

I1

positions appearances and physical cons titu
I1
1
i

eions of the great bodies which compose the vis j

ible universe or in other words it is that de-
partmentpartment of science which has for its object to
investigate the phenomena of worlds and

of worlds which exist in countless num-
bers in the immensity of sspaceitee it is that sci-
ence which lifts the veil ov

of obscureobobscurity and ex-
hibits the grand scenery of the universeuniverse as it
existed in ages past as it now exists and if
not interfered with by causes unknown irwillit will
exist in ages to come it is that science which
above all others is calculated to give us the
most profound sublime and exalted views of

I1 the power wisdom and goodness of that being
whoha formed those magnificent syrsystemsadems from the
eternal elements and devised laws calculated
to maintain their stability through all their
complicated and infinite variety of movements
for indefinite ages to come

this is a science which has engaged the at-
tention of individuals nations and generations

I1 from the earliest period of man for what ra-
tional being can look upward into the blue

I1 vault of heaven and behold the sun in its ef-
fulgent

f
glory the moon shining with a silvery

brightness exhibiting its ever varying chang-
es the stars bespangling the vast concave of a
nocturnal sky twintwinklingklink as it were with joy
and lighting up the dark unfathomable ababyssass
of an unknown immensity what rational beingr
we againagain enquire can behold this august and
sublime scenery without feeling the most in-
tenseten ge desire to know something more about itP

kings upon their thrones and the humble
shepherd in the field have alike participated in
this feeling the poet enraptured with the
magnificent glories of the heavens has poured
forth his sublimest effusions in the most melt-
ing harmonious strains of glowing eloquence
while the man of godagod withi th loftier viewsviews and
higher aspirations has soaped aloft from na-
ture up to natures author and overpowered i

i

1

with the ideas of the infinite re-
splendent glories which surround him on every
side he bows in humble adoration before the
great eternal and exclaims what is man
that thou art mindful of hnhm or the son of man
that thou test him

i
i among the early cultivators of this scienceoe
the prophet enoch stands conspicuous before
the antediluvian world this great astrono-
mer ascertained that the sun moon and stars
were not merely lights placed in the firmament
of heaven for the meagre purpose of giving
light to the inhabitants of this world but he
learned that they were made for a more noble
purposepose to accomplish more noble ends ininearfineei ltthat they were worlds of themselves inin-
habited by rational intelligent and moral be-
ings neither did he limit the anuniverseiverse to the
few shshininginina orbaorbs visible to the naked eye but
while enraptenrapt in the visions of the spirit his
mind expanded and the immensity ofof creation
presented itself before him stretching out to
infinity in all directions and overwhelmed with
the magnitude of this magnificent scenery he
gave vent to his feelings in the ffollowingollowing

0 beau-
tiful and sublime language were it possible
that man could nunsnumberbathethe particles of the
earth and millions of earths like this it would
not be a beginning to the number of thy crea-
tions and thyisi curtains are stretched out still
and yet thou art there and thy bosom is there
and also thou art pstjust thou art merciful and
kind forever thou hast taken zion to thine own
bosom from all thy creations from all eternity
to all eternity and nought but peace justice
and truth is the habitation of thy throne andtand
mercy shall go before thy face and have no
end see prophecy of enoch revealedrevealedbyby
joseph smith th Seer

none of ouroar Mmodern astronomers though
aided by thothe most powerfulwerf ul telescopes can taketae
in a maremore enlarged view of the universe than is
here given he not only declares the immensi-
ty of the present universe but he declares the
immensity of unnumbered millions of univers-
es traced back in almost an endless succession
that these were all habitable worlds is clearly
shown from the fact that a people called zion
were taken or redeemed from them all from
which we learn that the great plan of redemp-
tion is not limited to ourour world nor indeed to
the present universe of worlds butbat has been
continued in all anterior worlds from all eter-
nityanity

abraham also through thefhe arim and anum
mim enriched the science of astronomy bby dis-
covering the grand presiding central
world amonoamong

15
those of the same order in the

present universe it is from the diurnal and
annual revelationsrevo lations of this vast body that god
and the highest orders of celestial

measure their time situated comparatively
near dolob abraham discodiscoveredverea many other
great worlds of the same order each governingi r
and controlling vast systems of their own ac-
cordingcord in to the laws and forces which god or-
daineddain for those of the somesame order

worlds of a superior order or those which have
ascended higher inin the grand scale of progression
are not under the dominion of dolob lutbut they con-
stitute that vast assemblage of celestial kinakingdomsdows
redeemed inin eternal ages past where gods en-
throned in majesty power and might arrayed inin all
the gorgeous splendors of celestial light sway a
universal sceptre over all knoob and the universe

I1 of kinkingdoms over which it presides have advanced
1I1 by degrees through a long succession of ages until
they havebave drawn nigh unto the throne of the eter-
nal and are waiting in their turn to be admitted

j amongamborg the higher order of worlds under superior
lalawsv s and with superior privileges see book of
Aabrahamb ra ham translated by joseph smith the seer
from egyptian papyrus taken from the catacombscata combs
of egypt

moses like the astronomers who had preceded
him contributed much valuable information in

I1 lation to the origin extent purpose and final desti
j ny of the present universe by him we learn con-
cerning the agencies that were engard iftm the mag-

i
inag-

i
mag-

nificentI1 ent work of forming the worlds by him we
learn that the organization of our globe though hutbut
a speck among thefhe vast constellations of heaven
waswall not done in a moment but by a succession of
laws issued biorn the mouth of jehovah each law

i

taking effect during a certain period rcalled day or
age gradually arranged the elements combined
them in ther proper proportions and placed them
in craper positions until it had fulfilled the
purpose ot01 end for which it was given when it
gave place to other laws of a higher order which
further organized arranged and perfected the globe
for its future destiny until at last after a succes-
sioni of agesages it is prepared for the habitation of man

1

and propronounced very good by him we learn that
vast numbers of worlds have already passed away
or their substances have been dissolved into their
original elements and new worlds formed in their
place by him we learn that the end or purpose to
be accomplished by the formation of worlds is the
immortality and eternal life of man by him we
learn that the dimensions of the universe are incon-
ceivablyceiva bly great and that the creations of which it is i

composed cannot be numbered unto man but that
they are all nambenumberedTed by him who made them I1

i

see the visions of moses revealed anew by joseph
Smith the seer

it is easy to perceive from these discoveries of
moses that the universe however great in the es-
timationti of man still has its limits or boundaries it
is not infinite if so its creations could not as we
conceive be numbered but as the almighty has
numbered them they must be finite therefore
there must be an infinity of space where organized
worlds do not exist but as there is no spacee with-
out a kinorkingdomdom theesee revelation to joseph smith
the seer it follows that there must be an infinity
oftof thehe smaller kingdoms of matter which have not
as yet been organized into bodies sufficiently capa-
cious to accommodate rational and intelligent beings
like man and therefore there is an ample sufficien-
cya jr to enlarge eternally the boundaries of that vast
system of worlds now in existence

passing over many distinguished and celebrated
astronomers of ancient times we merely observe
that during the dark ages ignorance usurped its
dominion over the mind of man and the light of
ancient astronomy became nearly extinguished from
the world the earth was assumed to be the station

1 ary centre of the universe around which the sun
i moon and stars were said to perform their revolu-
tionsI1 eccentrics cycles and epicycles beresin in

1 vented to account for the irregular motions among
the planets and the whole system of astronomy be-
came encumbered with absurdities invented to up-
hold the false theories of ptolemy and aristotle
which held for many generations an alinosi univer-
sal sway over the mind of man

I1

i copernicus at the beginning of the sixteenth
century broke through in a measure the supersti-
tion and ignorance of his predecessors by transfer
ing the centre of the planetary system from the

I1 earth to the sun and thus forming the heliocentric
theortheoryy to account for the phenomena observed

I1 keprkepler nearly a century afterwards discovered the
elliptical theory of the planets and overturned the
favorite hypothesis of circular orbits which had up
to that time been universally received he aalsoI1so

discovered the law of motion in elliptical orbits
and unfolded the relation existing between their
periodic timeslimes and distances

I1

these grand improvements in the science of as-
tronomy laid the foundation for the great discover-
iesies of the immortal newton who revealed to the
astonished nations that greatareat law of universal gravi-
tation or the law ofoffereeforee by which the great bod-
ies of the universe are bound together in their res-
pective orbits during the last century and a half
the newtonianan system has been studied with un-
wearied diligence and astronomy has been rescued
from the errors and absurdities of the dark ages
and established upon the firm foundations of mathe-
matical certainty whichaich can never be overthrown

it is the newtonian system which we shall en-
deavor to illustrate in the present series of lectures
and to which we earnesearnestlydy solicit your undivided
attention we shall commence with an examina-
tion of the earth as one of the constituents of our
solar system and as the planet with which wwee are

I1

more immediately connected and as the station
from which allai the others are seen if we form er-
roneous opinions inin relation to the earth the
same errors will be interwoven in a greatergrater or
less degree with all our notions concerning tthehe
other bodies of the system if we suppose the
earth to be a flat extended plane the phenomena
exhibited in the heavens as seen from different
points of its surf acce would be inexplicable if we
suppose it to be stationary the motions observed
among the heavenly bodies can no longer be consid-
ered aass apparent arising from the motion of the
earth but as the real motions of the bodies them-
selves many of which would appear inconceivably
strange if not absolutely absurd beingbeing subject to no
regular law of order which characterizes other phe-
nomena with which we are acquainted

if the rising generation among these mountains
were to grow up without any instruction in regard
to the form magnitude and motions of the earth
only what they should gain by their own observa-
tions their first impression would be that the earth
is a kind of concave valley bounded by mountains
on every sideaide and after an exploration of fifty or a
hundred niilesmiles thirtheir views would be somewhat en
barged they would now consider the surface of the
earth a suesuccessioncession of bills and valleys delineated
upon a comparatively flat plane all ideas con-
cerning the extent or thickness of this plane would
be exceedingly vague and uncertain some might
ssuppose it to be limited by an awful precipice ex-
tending down thronthroughgh the infinite depths of space
others might suppose the earth itself anall infinitely
jwiedext n led plane without boundaries in any direction
except its upper surface

we will now suppose that a committee should be
appointed by them to explore the earth in an eastern
direction when they had traveled due east be-
tween seventeen and eighteen thousand miles al-

ternately over land and sea what would bpbe their
astonishment at finding themselves just entering
the valley of the great salt lake on the west
they would searcescarcelylv believe the evidence of their
senses the only just conclusion they could form
upon so strange a phenomenon would be that the
earth is round at least from vastast to west but a
question would immediately arise amongamong themaln m
whether the earth was round or convex in allall direc-
tions like a ball or whether it might not be of a
cylindrical form like a saw log being convex frowfrom
east to west but straight from north tolo south thath it

question could be decided in the following manner
if wea stand on the deck of a ship ataat apaa when out oj0
sight of land we should be able to seesec hundreds ol010
miles in all directions if the surface of the ocean
were a level plane indeed were our view not ob
struttedted bybv mists fogs or clouds we should be abl
tton sidesee liggA reds of millions of miles large continentscontinent
aandnd islaislandsnds thousands ofoffles in th distance wonoil laa
I1iee render d visible ovation aws this not tti
be the case but we find inill every direction from oui

I1

station a clear well defined boundary only a flfewean

nilesmiles in the distance As ships pass over thi
boundary we gradually lose sight of them the baill
disappearing first then the lower sails and finally
ththeP top sails seem to sink out of sight as they rn
cede in the distance after they have thusthiis disna

thehe most powerful telescopes will riotnot render
thernthem visible but by ascending to the mast heaapai
they seeniseem gradually to rise again above the horizon
and ardare distinctly visible to the naked eye
clearly demonstrates that it is not owing to any in
capacity of the organs of vision to see further bu
that the convexity of the water intervenes bebetween
the eye and the object and thus hides it from our
view

since the same effects are observed from everaever
partjart of the ocean and in every possiblepossieI1 e dirdirectioneaction
north and south as well as pasteast and wewestastl it fonowfollows
that the same convexity must prevail on everyevery sidside I1

and therefore that tthelie earearthill cinncannott be of a cylindri-
cal form but inist be round like a globe

another demonstrative proof that the earth is a

globe is given by considering the form of thith
earths shadow when it falls upon the surface of thith
moon during a lunar eclipse when the moon
passes directly behind tho earth so as to form a
straight line with the earth aridand sun the shadow olof
the earth extend ng in a direction opopposite to the
sun will fall upon the moon and will at all time
appear circular upon the moon s disc if liehe earile
were considered stationary and if a lunar eclipse
should aalwaysways happen at I1thehe same hour of the night
this would be considered unsatisfactory evideneevidencee oloi
its globular figure for there are many bodies be-
sides a gobeglobe which will in certain positions castacast a

circular shadow A grindstone a sugar loaf or01
even a log of wood when heldfield with its circular end
facing a light will form a circular shadow in the
opposite direction

now in order to determine the true figure of ei-
ther of these bodies from its shadow let different
hides alternatelyy face the light and we should soon
iee able to declare its true figure with mathematical
certainty now let elifdifferentferent sides of the earth be
resentedpresented towards the sun and if the shadow still
i
i continuesonti to be circular we know the earth must be
a globe for no other figure is capable of producing
ai circular shadow when its different sides are exposespos
ttdfdd to the sun in a variety of positions for in-
stance if a lunar eclipse were to happen at six

in the evening about thehe first of januaryJnJ muaryuary
and another should happen at some future period
about the same time of year but at 12 at
night then the side of the earth presented to the
stin during the former of these eclipses would be at
right angles to tilethe side presented during the latter
yet in both instances its shadow upon the moon
would be circular this then is a conclusive dem-
onstrationon of the globular figure of the earth inde-
pendent of its diurnal or annual revolution but if
the diurnal revolution of the earth be admitted then
we shall have almost every side of the earth suc-
cessivelyces turned towards the sun and eclipses hap-
pening within a comparatively short period of time
under all these conditions

by such observations as the sethe earth is proved
to be of a globular form by the most incontroverti-
ble evidence

when we come to speak of the diurnal revolution
of the earth upon its axis we shall again refreferer to itits
figure and show that there is a slight deviation ffromroin
the globular form arising frem causes connected
with that motion but ipforor all practical purposes
wherein great nicety or precision is not required
the errors which arise by assuming the earth to be
a perfect sphere will be inappreciable

objections have been raised to the globularglo billar form
of the earth on the ground that the great ine
ties existing on its surface under the name of mount
a ns and vallies are inconsistent with such a finn but
the highest motmoi elaina of our globe when comparedcomp ired
with the earth itself would be only about one six
teen hundredth pirt of its diameter tileth tough-
ness on the surface of an orange isis far greagreatertir
when compared with the magnitude of the orange
than isis the roughness of the surface of the gl bfbe
when compcomparedaxed with its magnitude indeed if oui
albe were reduced to the sizesize of an orange the
mountains delineated upon its surface if reduced idin
the simesame propof ton would require a microscope of
considerable power to clearly discover them

havingdaving determined that the earth isis a globe we
sshallhall next inquire how its magnitude inmaa be deter-
mined if any means can be devised by which we
can measure the circumference of the earth its d-
a

di-
ameter together with the number of square miles up
on its also its solid content scan hebe easily
calculated now to measure the whole circumfer
ence of tlth earth with a chimchain or line or any other
accurate measure would hebe altogether impractica-
ble on account of mountains oceans swampslips andanc
other opposing obstacles but if we can accaabc
ly erasure a portion of this circumference
stancestance one degree of latitude and find hohov any
milesil contains all that would now be
would be to multiply the number of inmilI1 hiie
degree by whichw aich isis the number of rees

I1

in
the whole circumference of the earth aaej ie prod
act would be the number of miles arounaround bearth
now a degree may be measured as foiledfollo let the
latitude of this council rousehouse be accuroaccuratetW taken
by a sextant ththenii measure due southk1 ayouI you
reach the southern extremity of the va and
again take the latitude which we will s iis one0n
half of a degree and the distance as ineameada d wew
will also say isis 34 3 4 miles this doubled wo be
696 1122 miles or the lenlength

P
oth of one degree thish is ii-

i

plied by would give miles furforr ththe dc
cumference of tthehe earth this divided by
would give miles for its diameter As the av-
erage length ot a degree isis not quite 69 121 2 miles i

I1

these numbers are rather too large
1

to those who oreare unaccustomed to traveling it is
di licule to convey a correct idaid a of the magnitude
of the earth in nuinumbersibers but as we are now ad-
dressingdressirig a people who have traveled over no incon-
siderablesiderable portion of the earthsearth s circumference they
will be better prepared to form more correct notions
on this subject by comparing the distances over
which they have traveled with the numbers ex-
pressing the distances around and through the
earth the distance from this to council bluffs
is in round numbers about 1000 miles I1 he di-
ameter of the earth is nearly eight times that dis
tance while the circumference is nearly twenty five
times that measure if we were to pass round thearearth with our ox teams at the rate of 10 miles per
day it would require eliout 7 years to performper torin the
journey but as will be more fully noticed here
after this magnitude vast as it may appear dwin-
dles into insignificance cheh compared with the
ounun and many of the other stupendous bodies of our
system

having determined that the earth is a globe of
definite magnitude the next questionquest lun which would
naturally occur isis up mn what does it rest has it
any solid foundations these questions naturally
arise from the constant habit which we have of as-
sociatingsocia ting foundations with all the objects perceived
upon the surface of the earth withoutaithout some anidkl nd
of support all terrestrial objects have a constanacon stanl
tendency to fall perpendicularly to this surface we
have never seen any exceptions to this general lawclaw

and therefore when we think of the earth as a
whole we naturally suppose that it must fall unlessa I1

supported by something but a few moments of re-
flection will convince us that the force whatever it
may be which causes all objects to fall or press to-
wards the centre of the eai ill will havelave no tenden-
cy to cause the earth as a to move in any di
dentionrenree tion forces which press equally andana in oppo-
site directions will be in and cannot pro-
duce motion

if the forces of any two opposite hemispheres of
the earth taken inm any position be equal as they
ire inin opposite directions theyibey cannot produce mo-
tion

io
therefore the earth under such forces existingexisting

within itself will have no tendency to go inin onione
directionilili more than inin motherlher hence unless it
were influenced by bodies external to itself it
would remain at pperfect rest inin anyny part of space
where it might be placed

the earth under these conditions would have
no up nor down relirelativetive to the different points ofol01
space wihu h which it isis surrounded up and downdovin
lieire relative terms and when applied to the earth

from and to its centre irwillit will easily bbe
erreopree ived that the earth could not fiillfall down to

wardsbirds its own centre so as to alter the position
f tintthat centre inin space neither rould it as a whole

nove from that centre inin any possible direction
because we ae a wooden genbe91 be haveh ive an upper
ind under side relatively to the earth inin any givengive
positionion in which it naymay be placediced we are apt to

the sfseineme property to the earth and suppose
t to have an upper indand under side inin relation to
he spicespace enclosing it but this isis an illusion form-

ed by habit ell wevie must entirely divest our
elves of inin orar tuto forniform correct ideas iff the earth
xi sling in spare without foundations on which to
est it any one of this audi enetc were placed
ilonedone inin empty space and no other b dies existed
ie could not conceive of up or down As he

would have no tendency to moveinove inin any direction
hebe terms over under above b low ac would
lave no meaning whatever to him if he wereN e titu
takeile a bushel of wheat and sow it in every

oleile direction liehe never could lose one kernel of it
tbrr by the power of gravity it would all return to
nun again with the samesaine velocity with which it

I1 was projected or scattered from him if he were
tot0 fire a bullet directly brorn him though it would
uelie absent torfor many hundredshundreds of year and pass
verover minymany thousands ol01 miles in space yet it

i would return and penetrate his body hagnhavingg the
ameaine velocity it had when first projected from tillthe

of the gungun the directwn of the bullet or
of the kernelkernell of wheat would be up or down as
hey proceeded from or towards the body

our antipodes or ahe inhabitants of desolation
ind amsterdam islands situated inin the indian
ocean are on the opposite side of us theirheir feet
point towards ours their zenith or that portion of
he sky which isis over their headsbeads isis directly under
ur feet and yet they have no moreinore tentendencyjency to

all towards their sky thanth m we have towards ours
ill11 bodies around them have tilethe samesaine tendency to

press towards the surfacesurl itee of the globe there that
hey have here the indian ocean is no more likely

to be poured out into their sky than the salt lake
iiis into ours magnets placed on opposite sides of
an ironiron globe will adhere to its surface and wil
revolverevive viv ith it withoutkitbout fallinfalling9 A powerfulp gerful mag
net held 2 or 3 inches fromfroin the under surface of ana
ironiron globe will fall upward to that surface the
same as a stone will fill downwards upon the sur-
face of the globe of the earth all directions to
wards the centre of an ironiron globeglob are down to a
inmagnetagnet all directions from its centre aleaie up all
who wish to make any progress in astronomy
aust familiarize their minds with the rigright con-
ception of up and down ascending and descending
above below and such ake1 ke termsterm always remem-
bering that they are terms which relate only to the
centre of forces and that they change their diorec
eions as often as we change the position of objects
inin relation to that centre

short history of the normansmormonsMorNormons
extracts from the saint louis weekly union

oct 7

the rise and progress of the mormonscormons as a
bodaibod of religionists are perhaps amongamong0 the
most remarkable events of the present century
only twenty one yearsyears ago this sect sprungsprang

C
up

in the state of new york under circumstances
which left those who professed the faith liable
to as much ridicule as abuse bo A were heaped
upon them beyond measure and still they kept
on increasing driven from one place to anoth-
er hunted torfor slaslaughteru literI1 like beasts of prey
they still enduredendured alfan and still maintained their
onward progress from missouri where they
settled after inhuman butcheriesbut cheries had been com-
mittedM on them they were driven like wild
beasts and when again they reorganized in il-
linois and built up the beautifulul downtown of nau-
voo thythayth y weiweree againagain0 driven out of their homes
and lesting place by the force of outlawry
backed bybv local public opinion their main
leader josephjseph smith the founder of their order
and 5 were shamefully butchered as
well as some others when they scattered them-
selves for a time hither and thither throughout
the world and finally in a short time afterwards
appeared again inin Aan organized form stronger
than ever since their last reorganization and
their fixedaed purpose as they assert of acting un-
der divine command to settle at what is known
as the salt lake country no parallel to their
increase can be ffound in modern times not
satisfiedsati fied with putting many M10 im na la drafta
and driving all of them in ajagthe I1 the
settled and civilized parts d tates 1

to a wild and unsettled cape e westest we
have as a people awitwit ridel y a av exceptions
villi fied their na famed their religion

we not ootaided them and beat them with
manyman DM we drove them from the
Statesiee sspokeI1 oke and published defamations

em off ttethe most scandalous kind we
d upon them licentiousness and

I1
ausnessu ess of the worst description among other
thingsings polypolygamyamy than which it now is known

nothing coufacould be further from the truth and
thushus we went on until public attention and

finally public sympathy were turned toward them
and made them converts to their faithfaithey by thou-
sands

no body of people in the whole world not
greater in number seems to us to occupy a

ta
position8 soBO peculiarly prominent and powerful
whetherhether considered in reference to religion
politics or commerce as these people who have
founded their zion in the bosom of the salt
lake country

it Wwould be a blessing to all editors if they
learn to tell the truth about the mor

s 9 as does the union in the above extracts
e I1

e are many who do but we have not space

I1

i

for ail the friendly and truthful sketches we see
1 and much less space have we for the falsehoods
which ignorant wicked and daigAdesigningingmenmen and
editeditorsorli are disposed to originate and apropo
gate causing innocent blood to be shedshad on the
earth which if scripture be true they must
atone for sooner or later my soul come not
thou into their secrets ed news
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I1 to the saints
ewryevry thing which tends to the prosprosperitykity and ad-

vancementvan cement of the kingdom of god on the eath tends
same objects in the heavens for the saintsfaints

while here are laying a foundation for their exalta-
tion hereafter and although they may cease from
their labors such as produce weariness fatigue and
sorrow yet their works will follow them and con-
tinue to increase and multiply upon their hands for-
ever and ever even so long as they shall continue to
increase and spread abroad and acquire dominions in

the efeeternalnal worlds yet fatigue combined with their
work will not be their companion as it is while
dwelling here in mortality

hence the avs of the savior to those who should
go forth to preach his gogospel and pune liis vineyard
fortfor thehe I1lastas t time if they continued fail ill in all things

they should become renewed in their bodies and not
go0o hungry or thirsty they should run and not be weary
they should walk and not faint this is a blessed prom-

ise and has been the means of sustaining many of the
elders of israel in their travels at home and inm foreign
countries for many have realized the fulfilmentfulfillment of
these promises and rejoiced therein and the principle
is equally good and may with equal propriety be ap
lilied to the saintsi who are laboringlaboi ing at homebome to sustain
the families of the elders who are abroad proclaiming
bee gospel or are laboring to prepare forfoi the reception

0off the saints who are coming home provided they
labor with the same singleness of heart and
ng devotion to the interests of zonzion as the elders feel

who are abroad in foreign lands among strangers and

bhaveeive no friend but god to depend upon for food
astren th support and direction in all thinthings

i

the grealer pwpurityy of body the saints can attain

into before death the less change will necessarily havehav e
to take place before the resurrection for inin the rec-

ur
res-

urrectionur the body must be perfect and consequently
he nearer towards defectionpe faction we arrivearrive at here the

nearer and more rapidly we approach a glorious re-

u
res

and the less time we may havenorhave for our spirits
to be separated from our bodies while our bodies aarere

tinundergoing a purification and change inm their graves
wdmd the more intelligence we aiacquirequire inin this state of
existence the more we will have to carry with us into

hiebe next or higher state consequently the more exalt-
edd will be our introduction to the eternal worlds

knowledge is power and the more a man knows
I1 hebe greater good he is capable of doing and his reward
willvi ill be according to his works and although through
the vanity of man it is true that knowledge
up 51 yet it isis not so with the saints while inm the ex
arcise of a rilihtgh t spirit but it tends rather to make
them more humble while they become more power
ful and godlike but it is the foolish that are puffed
up with Inowknowledgeledge and such are not edified with
charily 0oi godlike love self love is their god and
that true love that out fear has no place with
them q

purity andland knowledge
11

being requisite qualifications
I1

I1 of all saints to prepare them to enter into the presencepreselica
of the leatherfather we have no time to idle away nopno spareme

moments to loiter about the stores theilie post office or
any of thehe public offices 0 haushalls of assembly intheif the
saints havelave special business at such places let them
transact that business as speedily as possible and
depart riving room to others to do their business
and when the business hours of each successive day
are closed the mercmerchanthanf the clerks the business men d

want and need the succeeding hours and evenings
i

to count their cash to bbalancealance their books to put up
1

their mails and to arrange their business torfor the ffuture 1

i

day and any unnecessary delay of the peo plein re
I1

I1

tiring from the public piplateslfes when their business is
completed is a hindrancehin drame to public affairs which
ought not to be countenanced by the saints who need
every moment they can get to wash and purify their
bodies feast their minds and prepare for the coming
of the lord jesus christ wise men receive hints
thankfully and profit by them while fools wait for
kicks and then receive them most ungratefully let
the saints be wise

to be continued

promised blessings conditional
in11 revising the lifelie of joseph published inin this

paper the question so of ten asked by the saints
dented itself to wit what shall we do with ththeseese
pomprompromisesses there are no conditions inin the blessings given
to the twelve they were blessed to do a great work
even to the coming of christ and several havehaae apos
tat zed how shall we account for these failures 9

all blessingsLles sings promised by the priesthood which has
come down from the heavens are conditionalconditionalnona mat-
ter whether expressed or implied conditions are often
sspoken inin blessings which are not written and for a
good reason the church has not always been blessed
with ready writers they could not write all that was
spoken and being obliged to leave a part unwritten
the writers have left that portion which they truly
understood to be universally acknowledged by the
Ppriesthoodestwood 3 namely that faithafaithfulnesskilness on the part of the
receiverreceiver of blessings was requisite to ensure the bles-
s promised

letlat any minm in wao has the truth4 ach abiding inin
him i readead all wswee have published inin this paper and he
will see the conditions inin president Cow derys com-
municationmunication to parley P pratt and that these con-

ditions we e necessary for him to observeve or else he
wasvi as liable to lose his crown and his office be taken
and given to another and the same conditions werewei e
equally applicable to all the quorum of the twelve
apostlesApos lles whether expressed or not they were im-

bed1 to all andanji whether written or not it matteitt er eQ
heykcy e 7I1

1

I1
ere nnotoi t spoken y

7 baeaad this isis fbthee cascasc TOw all1 gs throughgh the
priesthood to all saintss except the e decrees of I1

the father made manifest through by
special revelation with which the p
has very little to do and conse jaen eed e them-
selves

I1

no trouble cone ernide it towy will lurel I1 uree to
know it when it comes 1

I 11 I1

many have wondered wowhy thentheir friends have boeabeen
cut off and laid inin their flavesgravesfc aves when it was baidinsaid in
their patriarchal blessblessinging

i they should live to the corn-
ing

com-
ing of christ if they continued faithful but this
brings us particularly to the principle of faith which
isis largely treated of inin the doctrine and covenants
and to which we refer the saints for information for

I1

the present alichwi ch read and be wisewise
11

OUR GENERAL SUMMARY is gathered from the I1

current newspapers ofef the day as they floatboat before I1

us and if errors creep in we design the responsibility
I1

I1

shall be with the prints and not with us we can only
I1

be responsible that we give as we receive air last
summary was brief and we here continue it from the
same mail

it is understood that henryceory skillmanof new mex-
ico has contracted to carry a monthly mail bentive

A


