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1 earnestly desire a nieasure of the
Holy Spirit to assist me the few minutes
that | may stand before you this morn-
ing. We have been receiving niost
precious instructions given to us by
those who have spoken. It was brought
impressively honie to my mind yester:
day while listening with the rest of you,
the great fact that all this knowledge
and all this experience in the Church of
Christ, with every blessing that we have
received therein and that we hope to
obtain bereafter, has all come to us
through the agency, the ministry and the
dispensation that was given to the Pro-
phet Joseph Smith.  This great fact
connected with the manner of God’'s
dealing with this young man contributes
to make our whole work seem the more
wonderful, mysterious and all-powerful
in our eyes We have been singing this
morning, “‘We thank thee, O God, for a
prophet,to guide usinthese latter days.*
I'he character of this man became such
that he bas been an object of song in
the assemblies of Saints in all the world
where the Gospel has been preached;
so that lie has been spoken of as the
angel said he would be—his name would
be had for good and for evilin all the
world. It has been,so far as the sound of
him and his work has gone. Thereis
Something very strange that the Lord
should take a boy fourteen years old in
December; and in the early part of the
hextspring He began to deal with him
The boy was simple engugh to believe
that there was a God in heaven, and
that he might inquire after Him as the
Scriptures sald he might. Wonderfut
also o contemplate, that so strange an
aflair occarred in the backwoods ~-away
on the frontier. The western part of
New York in thase days wasaway out
wesl. And that, the Lord should pick
up a boy that way and deal with him
was astrange aflair, Why did He not
choose some learned mau? It He had
taken a learned man, he would have
very soon been tellipg the Lord He did
ot know His business, and if the Lord
did not hearken to his counsels, he
would turn and leave Him. Wia e
plenty of those things going on in our
€xperience, But He took a boy, and

€gan to discipline and teach him. He
showed himself 10 him, spoke to him,
and told him that the way of the world
Was wrong. He sent His angels to teach
him and to educate him.

The Lord tells us in the revela-

tions that the frst great gift He
gave to him was the gift to translate
the Book of Mommon, and that
He would give him no other gift until
?hal was accomplished. Thus he brought
orth to us, by the information given
through Moromni to him where the record
was found, the preclous history of this
half of the world extending through a
number of centuries. This book, that
has been so despised by the world, was
testified to by the Prophet Juseph when
asked: **How and when did you obtain
the Book of Mornion? Answer. Moroni,
the persom who deposited the plates,
from which the Book of Mormon was
translated, in a hill in Manchester, On-
tario County, New York, bemng dead
and raised agaln therefrom, appeare(j
unto me, and told me where they were;
and gave me directions how to obtain
them. [ obtained them, and the Urim
and Thummin with them, by the means
of which I translated the plates, and
thus came the Book of Mormon.*?
It contains the simplest declaration aud
the best elucidation of the principles ot
the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ of
any one book extant. And why should
it not bep translated word by word,
sentence by sentence, line by line. page
by page, through the Urim and Thuni-
min? We have no other book on earth
that has such claims to our undivided
confidence as the Book of Mormon.

This appeared tobe theopening wedge
and stepping stone to the great work of
ushering in the last dispensation. The
Prophet Joseph, while going on with this
work, learncad 1hat there was a necessity
for all people to be baptized, and when
he saw that. he earnestly desired the
blessings as they were oftered. He
called on the Lord about it, and John
the Baptist came and ordained him and
Qliver Cowdery to the lesser or Aaronic
Priesthood. This was a niost wonderful
thing. Now there were two men found
on earth who could administer baptism
by authority tor the forgiveness or re
miiasion of sins. This stirred up the
wrath ol the ungodly till the boy was
hunted, searched for, persecuted and
driven ffom place to place. Soon afier
hie received this blessing and power, he
neard the word of the Lord untohim in
the house of Father Whitmer saying that
it faithiul in this he should soon receive
other authority by which to admiaister
spiritual blessings, Therein he received
the oracles of the Apostleship, was o1-
dained to the Melchlsedek Friesthood,
with power to administer ail blessings of
a spiritual nature upon the people as
well as those of atemporal or physical
nature.

Referring to these ordinations, it is
revealed in the 27th section of Doclrine
and Covenants, that He will partake
with Adam, Noah, Abrabam and ]John

the Baptist, *‘which John I have sent un-
to you, my servants, Joseph Smith Jr.,
and Qliver Cowdery, to ordain you unto
this first Priesthood which you have re-
ceived, that you might be called and or-
dained even as Aaron."

*“And also with Peter and James-and
John, whom I have sent umto you, by
whom I have ordained you and con-
firmed you to be Apostles, and especial
witnesses of my name, and bear the
keys of your ministry, and of the same
thines which | reveal unto them.

“Unto whom | have committed the
keys of my kingdom, and a dispensa-
tion of the Gospel for the last limes; and
tor the fuliness of times, in the which I
will gather together in one al) things,
both which are in heaven, and which are
on earth:*?

The account of this is not given us
very fully a3 to when it occurred; but

Brother Addison Everett, who died
a short time ago, has left it on
record that he heard the Prophet
Joseph say in the Mansion House,
m Nauvoo, that it was on an
occasion when they were returning

from Colesville in York State, to Har-
miony, in Pennsylvamia. A numerous
mob had gathered in Colesville deter-
mined to destroy him, and the only way
to save his lile, to all human appear-
ance, jwas to leave at once, and he and
Oiiver Cowdery went. After travellng
and wandering along on the banks of the
Susquehanna, through the marshes and
swamps, all night long, and baving had
little or nothing to eat the day beiore.they
were wearly, taint and well nigh ex-
hausted. Oliver became so weary that
Joseph had to put his arm around him
to steady him while they gotouton to
dryer land where they could sit down
and rest. When they came out into this
place, this brother says, loseph told him
that it was there that Peter, James and
John met them in their loneliness and
weariness, and deciared untothem their
testimony, that they had been sent of the
Lord Jesus Christ to ordain them to the
Apostleship. The Prophet Joseph, in
writing about the preat work of the ,
Lord in his seclusi m in the days of
Nauvoo, says:

*“And again, what do we hear? Glad
tidings from Cumorah! Moroni. and
an angel irom Heaven, declaring the
fulfiliment ot the Prophets, the book to
be revealed. A voiceof the Lord in the
wilderness of Fayette, Seneca county,
declariug the three witnesses to bear
record of the book. The voice of
Michael on the banks of the Susquehan-
na, detecting the devil when he appeared
as an angel ot light, The voice of
Peter, James and John in the wilderness
between Harmony, Susquehanna
County, and Colesville, Broome County,
on the Susquebhanna river, declaring



