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fours of tthe kingsekings capital before they
saw anything of their toes at this point
however tens of thousands of abys
minaniansians sprang out of the hills they
rodegrode their horses right up to the cannon
and cut the egyptians down almost to a
naninan of the 2 men 1800 were

massacred those who were wounded
were brutally mutilated their bodies
wereevere not buried and a french consul
who visited the battlefield a few days
afterA ard tells how hebe saw the bones of
1000 men piled up togethertogether in one place
and in another jackalsjackalajackals wolves and
bienashyenas eating at the corpses arendrup
was killed

the horrors of an abyssinian battle-
field cannot be described they muti-
late the dead as well as the living and
their fighting is accompanied by all sorts
of unnecessary cruelty the scalping
donecone by the indians is a refined and
gentle custom in comparison with that
ot the abyssiniansAbyssinians in their wars they
cut up difdifferentterent parts of the body and
carry away pieces as trophies general
dye says that in going through the
battlefield he saw one mass of mangled
humanbuman remains the bodies looked as
rithoughhough they had been chewed up by
wild beasts there were hundreds of
lieada which had been cut off and hun-
dreds of naked and bleeding bodies the
facesaces of which were distorted with pairspain
and fear and the eyes of which were
protruding and glaring some otof the
bodies were burned some hadbad been
clubbed and backed with swords and
all were mutilated in such a way as can-
not here be described

in this battle above referred to the
egyptians lost between five and six
thousand men all of whom were well
armed and who had cannons to assist
them in their fighting at the signal lorfor
the charge the abyssiniansAbyssinians came right
up to the batteries they were armed
with swords pistols guns and shields
they jumped behind the rocks at the
time otof firing and though an incessant
fire of rocket shell and shot was thrown
at them they came to the veryverv jaws of
the batteries and finally took them

jn this battle they killed one thousand
menimen wounded sixteen hundred and
captured as prisoners two thousand one
hundred and eighty six of01 the two
4thousandthousand prisoners one thouthousandsard were
massacredi in cold blood the next day
those who were saved belonged to their
captors and their fate was even worse
thanthant abatba t of those who were killed in
the first place the prisoners were all
stripped and then made to10 run along

4 naked with their captors at the point
otof the lance they were jabbed with
the lances if they did not keep up and
some of those who escaped and got
back to genera dyes camp came in
bloody from head to lootfoot many of

ithemhem had been shot then cutcutIanlancedced and
speared and spear ed again many had
their bands cut off and in addition to
ghisi bad meter cuts on their heads
shoulders and necks some of the
prisoners were bound hand and lootafter
having beenbeen stripped and were kept for
some time without food or water and
athen slaughtered in cold blood often a
victim was partly unbound and told to
iron torfor his life he was pricked with
ahe spear to hurryburry him on and then shot
down after hebe had gone but a lewjew steps

during this battle one of the american
burgeons who was connected with the
Ahedives army was taken prisoner

was major jonnsonjohnson of tennessee

general dye had sent him from one
part of the field to another with a mes-
sage for general loring his mule
balked and he had to get off and make
the trip on foot he was pursued by an
abyssinian who threw his spear through
the doctors leg and thus captured him
the abyssiniansAbyssinians at once stripped him to
the skin they tied his arms behind
him and made him walk for days thus
naked with almost nothing to eat and
drink under a burning sun the ab

rode on horseback but major
johnson was dragged along onan bootfoot
when he fell behind they jabbed their
spears into him to make him keep up
he did the best he could for in all di-
rectionsions hebe saw his friends forced by
spears to flee for their lives and then
shot down as they ran at night he had
to sleep among the mountains with no
covering and he almost perished from
the cold at one time he was seized by
three bloodthirsty abyssiniansAbyssiniahsns and
taken onoft into the mountains his guards
sharpened their swords at every large
rock by which they passed and gave
him to understand that they intended to
kill him they had made all prepara-
tions for his murder when a horseman
was seen coming alarafar off it was a
courier from the king who ordered the
men to bringbrinar back the captive major
johnson was then kept in the camp and
watched over by abyssinian boys who
threatened him with knives and tortured
him in other ways the boys troubled
him so that at last he could stand it no
longer and concluded to thrash them if
he had to die for it he gave one of
them a good licking his action caught
the attention of one of the chiefs who
took him to be his slave and from this
time he was well treated until peace was
brought about and he was exchanged
the nervous wear and tear was such
however that it almost killed him

during this campaign general dye
was associated for some time with gene-
ral kirkham who hadbad been an english
officer connected with thehe abyssinian
king he met a number of other abyss
aniansanians and he obtained some interesting
stories about the people and their cus-
toms general kirkham said that the
abyssiniansAbyssinians were great gluttons and he
told how he had seen three abyssiniansAbyssinians
devour fifteen pounds of meat at one
sitting kirkham said that after a feast
the abyssiniansAbyssinians often throw themselves
on their backs and permit their fellows
to walk up and down on their abdomens
they are very fond of raw meat and
they likeike it when warm from the animal
the beef is usually slaughtered right
where it is eaten often at the door of
the tent and the guests at the table are
fed with delicious moiseis of the smok-
ing flesh one of the greatest otof abyss-
inian travelers was james bruce he
describes how he saw the abyssiniansAbyssinians
cut steakssteak from a living cow his story
has been greatly doubted but all travel-
ers say that the abyssiniansAbyssinians are fond of
raw flesh bruce tells how when travel-
ing through the country he met three
abyssiniansAbyssinians driving a cow just as he
passed them they threw the poor animal
on the ground one of them sat upon
her neck holding down her head by the
horns the other twisted a halter about
her fore feet while the other cut a steak
out of her rump they cut out a piece
bigger than two ordinary beefsteaksbeefsteaks

I1 first laying back the skin andan j after thebet
steaks were cut out fastening the skin
on again with two small skewers orof pins

they plastered clay over the wound MAri
then drovedrove ththe cow onward to the cawl
where they intended to eat it brill
desdescribescribei a banquet of raw flesh chwe
the cows were cut up by inches outside
the door being cut in such away astasto
keep the animals alive as long as
ble the flesba being eaten as soon as it
was taken in he tells how the ab

eat raw meat they cut it batinto
long strips and then putting one end of
thethestripstrip in their mouth and holding the
other in the left hand the man cus 06 a
bit of the meat with an upward blow of
his meter the abyssiniansAbyssiniaAbys ns makee
good deal of noise when they eat and04
the bigger bite a man can take and the
more noise he makes inin chewing it the
mure polite the man is thought to be
they are very fond of red pepper and
they sometimes eat pellets of raw mea4
red pepper and onions

the are very fine looking
people they are a mixed race mmand
have it is said considerconsiderableablie caucasian
blood some of them are as black as
the blackest negro others are as
bronzed as an american Jindian their
noses are straight rather than thick
they have fine tyeseyes and a proud erect
carriage they are very hospitable butbat
they livefive very simply they have pra

no stores and the business is
chiefly done in the markets at the fairs
which are held from time to time in dif-
ferent parts of the country there fiis
very little farming the women and
children work the fields and tend to the
herds and flocks evryevery man has tmthe
right to as much land as he can pay
taxes upon but one fifth of all he batsraises
goes to the king and one tenth to the
governor in some parts of abyssinia
salt is used as money and sa t and cot-
ton are the chief commodities the
verplepeople dress to a large extent in cotton
they wear a sort of a toga about ninenin
feet long and six feet wide which they
wrap about their bodies these togas
are homemadehome made in addition to them
the sts idlers and rich people and chiefs
wear globe fitting trousers from the towlow
waist to the middle thigh the chief
also wears a sort of shirt of authauthorityonty
this is of foreign make though a lions
skin sometimes takes the place of it

the abyssinian women are said to be
very beautifullul they are of different
colors some jet black others copper
colored and others fair they are noted
for their very pretty soft hands which
are so small that in general they WMwill
pass through the bracelets which fit their
waists use mutton fat inin dressing
of their hair and sleep upon pillows
upon which they rest only the neck
much like the japanese the women
do all the work connected with the
household and the men scorn to do any-
thing of a domestic nature the women
do not fight in battle though they go to
the field and take care of the wounded
they are often given charge of the capp
tives and during general dyes trip one
of the doctors escaped through a woman
who fell in lovejove with him Abyssabyssiniaiaia is
said to be a land otof free love Marmarriagekiage
seldom lasts for any length of time
couples marrymar 1 y and separate at pleasure
upon separation they divide the chil-
dren the eldest son goes to the
mother and the eldest daughter to the
father itif there is but one daughterdaugh sersex aand
all the testrest sons the father gets the girtgirl
but itii there is one son and allajl the rest
daughters the boy goes to the mother

the most of the Abyssiniaos are


