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narrative OPOF rioTHE WRECK
OF THE strathmore
rBYy ONE OF THE survivors

the strathmore was an iron ves-
sel of one thousand four hundred
and ninety two tons and acanoacknow-
ledged

V

to be as fine a ship of her
class as ever left the port of lon-
don her commander captain
macdonald besides being a worthy
man was an experienced and care-
ful seaman his first ofofficerfleer mr
ramsay waswaa also a sailor of the
right typetyke but of the crew gene-
rally that could not be said al-
though therb were some good men
among tthemem we musmusteredteredaa crew
of thirty eight men and boys paspaa
fengers of the three classes fifty
one in all eighty nine souls this
was the clippers first voyage and
our destination was new
zealand the ships cargo was
principally iron but along with
other things we had candles and
spiritspirits and a still more inflammable
item immediately to be mentioned
we left the docks on the of
april 1875 and dropped down the
river below gravesendGravesend to complete
our cargo by taking aboard twelltwentyty
tons of gunpowder which having
been stored all the arrangements
for sailing were compcompleteletelets and
heaving anchor we bade farewell
to england about midnight of thehe

of april
vewe got very pleasantly out of

the channel andands owing to the
ccourse0u e we steered we in a great
mmeasuree a

arsu re avoided that land mian
terror the swell of the bay of bis-
cay

bis-
yY A headwindhead wind now came oniticalcalischwhichilchlich continued for a forthalfortnightlit

driving us right arrossacross towards
america when had ceased
wowe had a fair wind but so blightelight
that at times we did not make
more than a quarter of a mile an
hour after a time more fitting
breezes blew we had now some-
what settled down to life on board
ship the weather had become ex-
ceedinglycee y hot and wowe bookbatok our-
selves to such light amusements
as suited the temperature some to
reading some to whist and back
gammonimmonemmon others spinning or
it toning to a yarn

and three occupied one
cabin fred bentleyBeutley and two
brothers percyPercyandand
our meals were alwaalwnalwaysya welcome
agreeably breaking the monotony
of life at sea when we had been
out about ten days the routine was
rather unpleasantly varied by the
discovery that the crew had broken
into the cargo and abstracted a
couple of caskscass of spirits this
might notnoc have been BOso soon found
ouout 1wadhad the knavesa not got so
lihelplesslyI1 drunk that theythey were
incapable of work for a day or
two they were insubordinate and
the pas hadbad to assist in
waworkingakin 9 thetho ship thisthiv miwattermatteratter
hohoweverw ver blew over and things
fell into the ordinary course sebe
reckless were these men that they
cereseenwere seen as49 we afterwards learned
from a third classelms passpassengerengereDger in the
vicinity of the gunpowder withawith a
naked candiecandit I

on the of may we iadhadlad a
thunderstorm EOfo terrterrineitle that from
its exciting effects somesomosom e of the la-
dies

la-
dles werewerd confined to their berths
nearly all next day to me and
my compancompanionsiotislotis it was a scene
grander of the kind than we hadbad
ever witnessed in our borhornorthernthern lat-
itudes no ordinary language could
describe it

on the following day mayblay slat
we were hailed by the loehloch marseHaree
homeward bound and shortabort of pro-
visions

ro
visions latitude V4 av20 north our
cotcaptain having supplied this ship
with ausuehsuchch stores as lie could spare
wowe sent letters home by her we
were spoken by the borealis on the

of biablamayy and for the lastlasu time
by the melpomene on the ath of
june Wwe had thisthia vesselinvesselwessel lnin sight
for two day

passing over the amusements in-
cident to crossing the line nothing
of importimportanceancane mccuoccurred whilewhilohifehilo pro
ce algdig 1in a southbouth easta ris direc-
tion till we had the cape
argoodtr good coptihope and got aidyaldyf birlykidy into
the southernbouthern ocean ih vavasvast9 t
expanseanseause tfof seatea between latitude
ID10 anandd E60W IsIA dotted with beveralseveral
groups pfaf small desdusola ipland
lequiringrequiring to bobe shunned1 kh aalI1
vitviit t caie of then at mmidid

ddayy of the oth ofor junellejune we were I1

eightyaty sevenseten muesmilea from one of
these dangerous groups the
Ccrozetozet liinlandflandes and running at the
rate of six knots an hour we ex-
pected them to be in sight byuy next
morning tha of july A good
look ortoutoutgaswas keptkepl but two cir-
cumstancescum stances baffled every precau-
tion therothere was anam error in14 the
compass and a fog settled down on
the horizon the result being that
the captain ibelleyedeTed we were ten
or fifteen miles further south than
wowe really were hence the dread-
ful fatality that ensued at a
quarter before four in the morning
off the of july when in my
berth r felt the shipchip strike on one
of thosethoe wretched crozet islands
I1 hurriedly dressed and ffriendmmfbentley went to warn thethel ladlesadies
whom hebe already found uptip andauda d
hashRshastilytIly attired the shiphad got
wedged in a cleft ofor the rocklock this
our partial escape from destructdestructionienlen
appeared to us little short of a mir-
acle for had she struck a few feet
on either side our ship good
though shetilie was must inevitably
have at once gone down shebhe hung
by with a list to star-
board her stemstern being submerged
in deep water

bentley andana I1 with others made
for the port quarter boat but we
could not get it offOLT the davits as a
sea washed broke us and washed us

I1 forward to the handrail
all from tho poop forward was now
rapidly getting under water to
mid hip the capcaptaintaintalu seemingly
greatly diat reseed yet with charac-
teristicte disregard of seifself gave orders
as8 to the boats directing that the
womwomenn should be looked to first
his chief offiterofficer mr ramsaranramsay an-
other fine fellowfollow also doing all that
was possibleibleibie in the short time left
to tilthem unhappily for them and
fornorusus the second or third wave
that washed over the ship carried
away these good men all of whom
were respected and lamented A
number of the people got into the

lifeboatslifeboat including mrsurs words-
worth the only lady saved and

bentley and spencer jos-
len A seasen came and took this boat
on the chocks she fell back and

stove in her bottom but
rose and floated across the poo
finally left the ship to the wonder
olevery onone withoutwithout capsizing
it was rzin endeavouringendevouring to leap into
this boat that our poordoor friend percy
boalen waswaa lost the gigig with
others of the crew and paispassengers
followed in charge of the second
mate and after her the dindicghey in
charge of the third mate about
nine a m

to rinymy personal experi-
ence the boats left us going to-
wards the rocks which wov bawsaw in
front of us hundred yards
oftoff rbranging lilkelike a wall several hun-
dred feet out of the water I1 should
have mentioned that for the timebenteyhaving parted company with bont-
ey 1I to bavesave myself took to the

mizzen rigging there I1 remained
with others until daybreak by
which time the ship had gone
underunderwaterwatervater all but the forecastle
headbead on day bbreakingreaking I1 got niongalong
the mizzen topgallanttop gallant stay to the
main mast and from down
the mainstay to the aroarof of the
deck house there was a heavy
swell 1 but every wave did not break
over us several others scrambled
to the same place we then went
into the forecastle

late in the afternoon the gig
returned andabd took away aveanve pas

whom we had not before
seen and who had been clinging
to the top they went off
and we were lefe shivering in the
cold the lateness of the ddayayrenrenderder
ing it blebie for thothe boat to re-
turn we paspassedbedabodasedaa miserable night
our position was one of great peril
as we felt the vessel rising and fall-
ing with the flowing and reeyperecedingeding
wave we netnot knowing but the next
wave would llliberateberate antt sink our
illjul fated ship as was thethecaeww a few
hours after we left her we had
nothing to subsist on but afewa few bishis
cults and were almost frozen by
the wet andaud extreme cold about

theth error mayway have arisen from the
proximityity of0 tbthe mlpchip to ththa crcrozetsCro whosehwe
rockrcckrockboundbound coast ababoundsabdada in compass

ironstone or the compasses of
the abshipshirp which nienpierperhapshaps wasww not properly
swung before leaving hortmaypor havebave

bbeenen effected by herber cargo of ironimn

ten aam ofor tibthe second day the gig
cretureturnedened bringing back the hope
of lifelie1 which had almost left us
thisThia boat took us all off the last
remaining being myself another
passenger and nine of the crew
the beasea had now become more
calm and we got to the landing
pirce about a mile and a half to
the southeastA of where our ship
had struck this place had been dis
covered by the first boat and a
rope had been fixed to the cliff by
which we climbedupjip the rock

As the morning off the wreck was
nearly pitch daik and the incid-
ents were too crowded many oc-
curred which did not come under
my personal observationobiter miss
henderson was sweptpt from the
deck by an early wave her brother
aurasurvivedI1 ved to thedie a more lingering
death on the island mra walker
fell a victim to htherherr maternal feel
ings as she could not enter thethie
boat without her child it had
been taken by the second mate
and placed in charge af the second
steward in the riginriggingrig in one of the
ships apprentices mchmuch to bislis cre-
dit gave up on jerequestquest a life
buoy to one of t liehe passengers terr-
ible as the circumstances of this
sad morning were it is surprising
the outwardoutlaid composure that was
maintained throughout I1 did not
hear even a rscream from the wo-
men mrslur wordsworth showed
great selfseli slonsion when all
landed and collected wo found
forty lives hadbad been lost including
one entire family of tentell george
mellarlellarri a third elawclawda H passengerpass ngger
died ashore of exhaustion the sec-
ond night and was butted in the
sea

upon landing I1 was regaled with
a leg of a young albatross of which
and other birds there was fortu-
nately a considerable store on the
island roroastedasted and after having
been thirty hours off thothe wreckfteck I1
need scarcely say that It hoverhever
tasted anything sweeter A glance
at the sterile rock onory which the
fates had driven nsus and on which
wewo were to live if we could foranfor an
indefinite time showed that com-
pared with it Cru soei island was
as the garden of eden we were
on apostle island which to judge
by the guano deposit must have
been the home of seabirdsseabirds forages
and on which very probably ththathe
foot of man had but seldombeldom if ever
trod

before entering anthoon the subjectof
our lifefife on the island it may be adasi
well to give a brief account of the
group of islands ours was
one the crozet islands areaare a vol-
canic group to the south efof the in-
dian ocean lying between ker
guetensguelensJens land on ibothe eastcast and
prince edwardsEdwared wardlsa islands on the
west they taketaue their name from
crozet a french naval officer
apostle lelandisland on which weWO were s

was the largest of the reef
called the twelve apostles form-
ing part of thetho group large and
small islands and rocks inclusive
are twenty six in number

Wwe pentspent the first and second
nights ashore very miserably ow-
ing to the cold and damp axy

first night the second since thothu
wreck 1I along with fivelive others
lay undera rock next night we all
got into a shanty which had bebean
built but we were so closely packed
that it was not possiblebleibiel to
therefore next night BeBentbentlyleyloy
henderson and 1I went back to the
rock under the ledgeedge otof we
slept for several weeks before wmee
gotgol maro sheltered 3 by buildingk up
a wall of turf we were sometimes
in the morningniorning whenn hen wovye awokeai okeoko
covered rwithith two or three inches of
snow little of anyally value was
saved from the areek someborne clothes
were got out of the foreforecastlecastlocastle and
a passenger chest eonconcontainingtain 1119jilg
shee tings blanketsbianLIan letbLeta
knives forks spoonsspoon and a few
other chingo maswasva picked up on
return tofa thuthe ship bytheby the lifeboatlife boat
the boats pickedpacked up floatfloating a11

casilcasts of port wine two basea of gibagini
twowo cases of runia one of brandsbraudy
one of pickles some 11firewoodlewdremd and
acueacme of ladiesladles boots which were
lotofnot of much use to uus aladaladaa caecate
0off the tins ofdf vilichwhich
became teryvery uleuieble aspoasas pois
foifor linareuculinary purposes

two barroisbarrelss of
were found esnaesad6 d
deck planks lecaleeabiccsJof

J f lirifflff S

timberlimler weweree secured whichi weree 0
useful for our fires when the
kopd was exhausted we disdiscover-
ed

coveri
that the skin of the birds maderhadd

excellent fuel during the night
of the ard3rd july the boats inomooredored
to the rocks broke away and weidweldwere
lost this was greatly deplored at
the time but I1 consider it a forfortu-
nate

tu
circumstance for the ship

having sunk the only that
would havehavo keenbeenbeen recoverable wagwas
spiritspirits which perhaps we were
better without and for another
reason with the boats we might
have been tempted to visit and
perhaps remain on hog islandraland
which appeared about six miles otoff
we should have hadbad a greater va-
riety ofor food there and probably
altogether less privations and dis-
comfort than we were subjected to
on apostle island but we would
havebao been more out of the course
of ships going to australia or nanaw
zealand so that our rescue might
hatehava been much longer delayed

the want of a controlling author-
ity was soon apparent in our small
community there was no one
capable of exercising ihat influence
which by judgment firmness and
a serissense of justice supported by the
wall disposed would haveaveavo kept in
check the troublesome spirits who
howhowevereverdver were a8 small im
disciplinary power being wanted
thetho turbulent element was enon the
ascendant for someseme weeks3 after our
lancingianJan ding at length matters sub-
sidedsided inteinta comparative order but
ththeretheroeroere never was perfect conalconfidencedende
it was found advisable for the
gougeneralralrai advantage tbthathwotwowe should
parteseparate jintolinto parties susubsequently
into as many as six squads ilits

warwas ec bya
of affinity in the combining
elementselement

mrs Voidsworth lived
siderablo time in the largelargo shanty
until ata smallermailer onedasoneono was given up A
for the sole use of 11lieriierr and herson 1

tillsthis ladyidy was ill during nearly aheho
whole time ofor our sojourn on tupthe
island but borebora thetho privations ohp
was subjected to alth great forti-
tude little could be done to allevi-
ate the hardships she sufferedbuffered she
received such attention as the lim-
ited means at handbaud afforded and
was throughout treattreatededwithwith gen-
eral respect for instance when
dinner was served each man pass-
ed hishia hat for highis share of fowl
Mmrsurs Wordwordsworth was handed to
her enn a piece of board A niblebible
had been saved which was read
aloud and psalmspsalm burgsurgsung from time

I1 to time with greatgleat feiyfetyeryencyvency and
early teachings which had jahijahl
long latentA tent were revived4 withigreat force inja theintheirt application1 to
our hebe read
inginga badat a when
we were hayinglaying our dead in their
grave the emptionps alius prapro-
duceddeuced were with bomesomeonie alobaprobablyly
transient mh at the slime

with others tbt impres-
sions mayrlemay ibeliber 9 1
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