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Russian naval vesse] to leave the
waters. He also argues from the
speech of Sumner, when introduc-
ing the question of the purchase
of Alaska to Congress. It wag
equally clear that the Uaited States
government did vot regard thiem-
selves as purchaging a monopoly.

Having deait with thefur-Jearing
animals, he went yn to treat of the
fisheries, and after alluding to the
presence of different species of
whales in the vicinity of the Aleu-
tiansg, said: “No sea is now mare
clausum. Allol these may be pur-
sued by a shipunder any flag ex-
copt directly on the cofst or within
itsa territortal limit.”> The Mar-
quis also says that  Blaine
must have been misinformed re-
specting the uninferrupted posses-
sion of the United States from 1867
to 1686, and submits extracts from
reports of United States officers
4o show that during that (ime
Britis!t vesssls engaged at inter-
vals in the fur-seal fisheries with
the cognizsuce of the United
Btates government. e further states
that whales have wvot heretofore
engaged in sealing because of a lack
of timeand finds it necessary to deal
with the question of the extinction
ot the geal through Pelacie sealing,
ag it is proposed to examine the
subject by a committee appointed
by the two governments, He
ndmits that If all such sealings were
stopped the seal would multiply at
even a mole extraordinary rate
than at present, but cannol admit
that this is sufflcient ground fto
justify the United States in foreibly
depriving other nations of any share
in this industry in waters whieh,
by the recognized law of nations,
are now free to all the world.

The next Jetter in the series is
fromn the British Minister to Blaine,
daied May 28rd. The Minister
says, as the Seerctury hias confirmed
newapaper statements that revenue
cutters have been ordered to Behring
Sea to seize foreign sealers, he iz ir-
structed Lo say that a formal protest
against such interference will
British vessels will be forwarded
without delay. Blaine’s response,
three days later, js even mire brief,
beiug a simple acknowledgment of
the receipt of the letter. ILater,
however (oa the 23th), he wiote Bir

_ Julian that in turn he ls lostructed
by the President to_ protest against
the course of the British govern-
ment iu authorlzing, encouraging
aud protecting vessels which are not
ounly interfering with American
rights in Behring Bea, but which
are doing violence as well to the
rights of the civilized world. The
President, he says. is surprised that
such a protest should le authorized
by Lord Salisbury, cspecially be-
cause Lthe previous declarations of
his lordship would scem to render it
impusslb‘le.

The secretary then rapidly sketeh-
ey the hisfory of the negotiations
und®r the previous ndministration,
and says: ““*You will observe that
from November 1, 1887, to Aprii 23,
1888, Lord Silisbury had 10 every
form of apeech assented to e neces-
sity of a cluse season for the protec-
tion of seals, These agsurance wers

given o the American ambassador,
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to the Russian ambassador, and on | of the high seas, even for an hour,
mote than one occasion to the two | without legislative enactment,
of them togethier. The United Btates|{ In reply, on the Ilth, Becretary
had no reason, therefore, to doubt| Blaine says thiz government would
that the whole dispute touching the | be satizsfied if Lord Salisbury would,
geal fisheries was practically. set- | Ly prociamaiion, simply request
tled!”’ British vesszels to abstain from en-
Continuing, Secretary Biaine says|tering Behring Bea for the present
that five days after that assgr_unce season, in order to give full time for
Lord Salisbury said that peitber an | impartial negotiation.
xet of parliament nor an order in| Sir Julian, June 11th, writes
Council could be drafted ‘‘until| Blaine that he has informed liord
Cauada i heard from.” Mr. | Balisbury that Secretary Blaine
Phelps, in his despatch of Bep-!could not giveassurance thatsailing
tember 12, reported: ¢‘His lord-l veesels would not be interfered with
ship slated that the Capadian | during the negotiations, and ex-
goverumenft objected to any such | presses a liope that Lhe decision is
restrictions, and until its consent|wnot final, and that, while thzre is
coufd bLe obtained her Majesty’s | yet time the communders of the
government wag not willing to enter | {nited States revenue cruisers will
into negotiations.”’ be instructed to abstain,
“Thisgovernment cannot but feel | On June 14th, however, the min-
that Liord Balisbury would have|ister, with regret at failing to secure
dealt more frankly if, in the begin-|a favorable reply, presents the
ning, he had so informed Minister | formal protest of the British govern-
Phelps. The British government | ment. In the protest he says, in
would assuredly and rightfully com- | part:  “The Britlsh government
plain if an agreement between her | cabnot admit the right of the United
represenlative and the representa- | Blales, of their own eole notion, to
tive of the United Statey should, | restrict the freedom of navigalion in
without notice, be broken off'by the ! Behring Sea, nor to enfurce mumni-
United States on the ground that ' clpal lepislation agaivest British ves-
tiie State of California was not will- | sels on the hilgh seas, Her Britannio
ing that it should be completed.>’ | Mnjesty’s povernment is therefore
In conclusion he proposes, in be- | unable to pass over without notice
half of the President, that herlthepublic apnouneement of an in-
Majesty’s goverument agree notl to |tention on the pari of the United
permit vessels to enter Behring Sea | States to renew the acts of inter-
this seasoun, in order that time may | ference with British vessel naviga-
besecured for negotiations that | tion outside of the territorial waters
should not bedisturbed by untoward | of the United States of which they
events, or unduly influenced by |had previously to complain. The
popular agifation. minister is in consequence instru et~
June Z2nd the Becretary writes|ed formally to protest against such
8ir Julian that the President be- | interfercuce, and to declate that her
lieves that arbitration cannot be| Britannic DMajesty’s government
concluded in time for this season, must hold the goverpment of the
and suggests that Lord Salisbury ' United Stutes responsible Tor conse-
make for the single season the regu- | quences that may euste {rom acts
lation which, In 1888, he offered to ! which are cootrary to the estab-
make permanent, a3 a step which |fished principles of international
would certainly lead to a friendly |law.
agreement. The Minister next, on June 27th,
‘Po this the minister replies, June | replies to Secrelary Blaine’s propo-
3rd, thal a further examination of |sition looking to a proclamation b
liie question has gatisfled his lorc- | her Majesty’s government that Brig-
ship thatsuch an extreme mMmeasure|igh vessels shall not enter Behring
as that proposed in 1888 goes far be- | Bea the coming season. 'The Minis-
yond the requiremcnis of the case. | ter writes that Lord Salisbury says
There would be no legal power to | the request presents conslitutional
enforce observanceof such an agrec- | difficulties which would preclude
ment by a British vessel, her Majecty’s government from ae-
Recretary Blaine replying, June| ceding to it, except s a-part of g
4th, says the ‘‘exiteme measure” |yeuers! scheme for a sctticmeft of
wag proposed some fime previously |ihe controversy, and on certain
by Lord Salisbury Limself,and eov- | conditiong, which are: That the
cludes: “The President does not|governmunts agreed forthwith to
conceal his disappointment that,!refer to arbitration the qumestion

even fcr the sake of securing an im- | of thg legality of action of
partial arbitration, her MaJesty’s the United Siates in seizing or
government i3 not willing to sus- otherwise interfering with %lrit-

pend for a single season a prae-
tice which Lord Salisbury desig.
nated, In 1888, as the wanton
destructionof a valuabie industry,

Ish vesecls engaged fu  Behring
Sea outaide of (ferritorial waters
during 1886, 1887 and 1889, and that
pending the award all interfercnee
and which ibat government has|with the British sealing vessels
uniformly regarded &3 an un- should absolutely cesse; that the
provoked invasion of its established | United States, if the award should
rights. | be adverse to Lhgm, will compensate
Jupe 8th Bir Julian Pauncefote | the British suifects for the losses
yreseuts & copy of a cablegram from | which they may sustaiu by I'eason
ord Salisbury, in which he regrets | 0f thelr compliance with tho British
that the President should think his | Proclamalion,
government wanting in coneiliation, | In the next comwmunication dated
but that it is beyond the power of |the first of the present month,
his government to exclude British | Lord Salisbury, referring to Binine’s
or Canadian ships from any porﬂowcwipisn: upon the abrupt close of



