RELIGIOUS.

Sundayv Services.

Relirious services were held at
the Tabernacle, Balt Luke City, Sun-
day, May 18th, 1890, commencing
at2 p.m., Elder Henry P. Richavds
presiding.

The cholr aml congregation sang
the hymo commenecing:

Now let us rejoice in the day of, salvallon,

No longer as strangers on earth need we

roam.

Prayer wasoffered by Elder Ed-
wuard Slevenson.

The uhoir sang the hymun:

How preat the wisdom and the love,

That filled the conris on high.

The Priesthood of the Twunty-
second Ward officiated in the .
ministration of the Bacrament.

BISHOP ORSUN F. WHITNEY
waus called upon to address the con-
gregation, 1 believe it iz sevenly
years this spring, he said, since
Jogeph Bmith, the Prophet of thu
Intter days, received his first visita-
tion from on high. Accordiug to
the aceount that we have, it was
Just such a beautiful spring morn-
Ing as that which dawned today
upou the world when this young
boy went out into the wonds near his
home, in the Btate of New York, to
ask, in order that he might receive,
wisdom from the Lord ih regard to
his soul’s salvation. Although the
world was full of religious opinions,
notiocus and beiiefs, the aspect pre-
sented by the Christiau sects to the
mind o] this youth was not of a pre-
pussessivg chareter. It wasa chnos
of relizivus opinions, some cluiming
one thing and some another, one
priest saying, **Lio! here is Christ,»*
apd another, “Lo! here is Christy?
one preacher, baging his belief upon
the Bible, claiming that baptism
wug essential to salvatlon, aAnd an-
other, basing his belief upon the
same book, ¢lalining that it was
not essentialy; one preacher hold
ing that baptism by sprinkiing
was the proper 1mode. while
another advocated Dbaptism by
pouring. [he heavens were closed
—s80 the Christian world taught and
believed—and God no longer spake
to man; the vigitation of angels to
the earth was a thing of the past,
not to be thought of or expected in
this age, and the gifts uf the Holy
Ghost. the working of miracles, and
the signs that were promised to
follow believers angiently were all
done uway with, as being no longer
NEeCessary.

This, in brief, was the vondition
of the worli—a chaos, a Babel of
religious opinlons when Joseph
Bmith, a boy of ovly fourteen or
fifteen yeara of age, went into the
woods nnd asked of (od which of all
these relivlous was the trueone. [t
had not occurred to him up to that
time but what one of them was
true. He koew that there were
mnny thousapds of devout aud hon-
est, worshippers in the various sects,
and that so far as they belleved in
the Bible, many of them weresin-
cere and earnest 1n thelir belief. He
did pot regard them all as hypo-
orites; for this wonld have Leen an
unjust view to take. .But he could
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not decide for himself which waa the
true religion, and he koew that they
could not all be Trom God. because
they oppusud each other and were
full of discord and dissension, He
had read in the sacred seriptures,
which had been given, he he-
lieved, to make men wise unto eal-
vation, the words of the Apostle
James, *Ifany man lack wi dom, let
him ask of God, who giveth to all
men liberally, and uplbraideth oot,
and it shall be given him.??
“Never,” said he, *did words come
with more foree to the mind of man
than these came to mine; for |
thougnt that if anpy man npeeded
wisdom at that particular time it
was myself.” 8o he went out into
the womds and howed down in hu-
mility before the Lord, apd asked
Mim, in all earnestness, whiuh of
alf the denominations of the day
was the Chureh of Chirist.

He declared that scon after he
began praying there fell upon him a
power which he could not colnpre-
hend, which filled him with dark-
pess and horror, and tied his tongue
a0 that he could ne longer pray oral-
ly. But he continued to beseech
the l.ord, nod when he could no
longer pray with his tongue, he
prayed in his heart and wind, and

agkedd God to  deliver him.
He would not veliuquish the
ohject which he had in view,
although the apirit of dark-

negs which had fallen upon him
strove to rrush aud overpower him.
Just s he was about to be overcome
he saw a lightdeacending from heav-
en, unti it rested, as it were, upon
the tree tops just above hishead: In
the midst of this pillar of light, which
he describes as being hrighter than
thesun at noonday, he saw two glo-
rious personages in the form of man,
and one of them, pointing totheoth-
er pod addressing Joseph said, “This
is my beloved Bon, hear Him.”?
Assoon 28 he could colleet him-
self Joseph asked of these Person-
ages what he desired to kngw—
which of all the Christian churches
was the true Church of Christ. To
his astonishment he was told that
pone of them were, that while there
were many souls who were devout
and sincere, and lHvipg up to the
light that was within them, those
churches which claimed that God
was not a God of miracles, that He

would no longer communi-
cate with man by heavenly
visitations, hut bhad  delegated
to colleges and institutions of

learning the power and authority to
squip His ministers and send them
out into the world to act in His
name, instead of receiving from
Himself the authority of the Holy
Priesthond, which holds the keys to
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out and slain, in fulfilment of the
predictious of the 'Prophets and
A postles, and of the Bavior Himself.
Joseph was told that a new diapen-
sation was about to open, and that
he hau been chosen as aAn instru-
ment in tlhe hands of God to begin
a great aud a marvelous work in
the inidst of mankind, a work hav-
ing as ils object the preparing of the
world for the coming of the Lord
Jesus Christ in His glory.

When the vision departed and
the young boy came to himself, he
found that he was lying upon his
back gazing up into heaven. He
knew Lthat he had seen the Father
and the Son, nod had received a vis-
ion from God. Bupposing that those
aroundl him would rejoice equally
with him bLecause of thegreat thinga
he had to tell, he began to spealk of
his wonderful visitation, He made
a confident of a minister—or profess-
ing minister-—of the woapel,who had
shown him some gindness and tak-
en some interest in his wellfare.
But what wae his surprise when
this man. instead of rejoicing ut the
tidinge of the marvelous manifesta-
fion whigh this humble apd pure-
minded boy had received—even as
Samuel of old bnd received the
wourd of the Lord—told him thai it
was a delusion and A spare, that
God po longer spoke to man, that
the preachers of the day were his
ministers and that there was no lon-
zer any necessity for angels to vis-
it the earth. hecause the peaople
were llving in the full blaze of goa-
pel light, in the nineteenth century,
an era of learning, power, wisdom
and eivilization.

But dJid this econviuce Joseph
Bmith that he had not recelved a
vigitation from the Lori? No. He
could > mot deny it though ten
thousand ministers chose to doubt
it. Said he, *I knew that [ had
received a vision, and [ knew that
God koew it,and that I woulki be
condemned if I shoulid deny what
my eyes had beheld.”” This was
the testimauy which he bore to
those around him.

But the same fate befel him that
has usually befallen meun in every
age when they have come in con-
tact with the preconceived fideas
and notions of their generation—
when they have resolved to believe
for themselves and not be mis-
guided by the uninspited and
erronecus teschlings of others. He
began to sufter slander, abuse and
persecution, and was neglected,
ignored and slighted by those who
should have been his best friends.
Wandering into bye-paths, giving
way to the weaknesses of youth, be-
cause forsaken by his monpitors and
guides, and being persecuted by the

minister in the name of God; that

that all those churches whichi
held these opinions and opposed |
each other, and were

war wilh one another in their ideas,

and practices, that they and thelr | time later bowed

more respeetable portions of society,
he confersen in the honesty- of his
heart that he did many things

at | which were sinful in the sight of

God. But he rp?]ent,eti and some
lmscl,f down he-

hypocrisies were an abomination | fore the Lord and besought Him

in the eyen of God. He was further
informed that the true Church was
about to be restored to the earth,
having been taken away from it
hundreds of years Lefore, after the
Apostles fell asleep and the true sec-
vants of God were persecuted, vast

earnestly, and with tears in his
eyes, that He would overlook his
yvouthful follies, receive him ugain
into His favor, and give him a
manifestation that he might know,
whether or nol bhe was still accept-
able and would be forgiven.



