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RELIGIOUS
sunday services

religious services were held at
the tabernacle salt lake city sun
taylay may 1890 commencing

ataat 2 pm elder henry P richards
presiding

the choir and congregation sang
the hymn commencing
now let us rejoice in the day of salvation

no longer as strangers on earth need we
roam

prayer was offered by elder ed-
ward stevenson

the choir sang the hymn
how greatreat the wisdom and the love
that filled the courts on high

the priesthood of the twenty
second ward officiated in the ad-
ministrationmt of the sacrament

BISHOP ORSON VF WHITNEY
was called uuponpon to address the con-
gregationgre gationgatton I1 believe it is seeDseventyty
years this spring he said since
joseph smith the prophet of the
latter days received his first visita-
tion from on high according to
the account that we have it was
just such a beautiful spring morn-
ing as that which dawned today
upon the world when this young
boy went out into the woods near his
home in the state of new york to
ask in order that he might receive
wisdom from the lord in regard to
his soupssouls salvation although the
world was full of religious opinions
notions and beliefs the aspect pre-
sented by the christian sects to the
mind of this youth was not of a pre
possessingposs esai ng char it was a chaos
of religious opinions some claiming
one thing and winesome another one
priest saying lol here tois christychrist
and another 10idollo here is christ
one preacher basing his belief upon
the bible claiming that baptism
was essential to salvation and an-
other basing his belief upon the
same book claiming thatthai it was
not essential one preacher hold
ing that baptism by sprinkling
was the proper mode while
another advocated baptism by
pouring rhefhe heavens were closed
7 so the christian world taught and
believed and god no longer
to man the visitation of angels to
the earth was a thing of the past
not to be thought of or expected in
this age andaind the gifts of the holy
ghost the working of miracles and
the signs that were promised to
follow believers anciently were all
done away with as being no longer
necessary

this in brief was the condition
of the worlie a chaos a babel of
religious opinionsophilons when joseph
smith a boy of only fourteen or
fififteen years of age went into the
woods stud asked otof god which of all
these religions was the true one it
had not occurred to him up to that
time but what one of them was
true he knew that therere were
many thousands of devout and hon-
est

bon-
est worshippersworshippers in the various sects
and that so far subab they believed iuin
the bible many of them were sisin-
cere

n
and earnest in their belief he

titdid not regard them all as hypo-
crites for this would have been an
unjust view to take but be could

not decide for himself which was the
true religion and he knew that they
could not all be from god because
they opposed each other and were
full of discord and dissension he
had read in the sacred scriptures
which hadbad been given he be-
lieved to make men wise unto sal-
vation the words of the apostle
jamesjamea ifancy man lack wi dom let
him ask of god who eth to all
men liberally and upalupbraididetheth not
and it shall be rivengiven him

never said he did words come
with more force to the mind of man
than these came to mine for I1
thought that if any man needed
wisdom at that particular time it
was myself sf11 so he went out into
the woods and bowed down in hu-
mility before the lord and asked
kimhim in all earnestness which of
all the denominations of the day
was the church of christ

he declared that soon after hebe
began praying there fell upon him a
power which he could not compre-
hendgond which filled him with dark-
ness andami horror and tied his tongue
so that he could no longer pray oral
ly but he continued to beseech
the lord and when he could no
longer pray with his tongue he
prayed in his heart and mind and
asked god to deliver him
he would not relinquish tthehe
object which he had in view
although the spirit of dark-
ness which had fallen upon him
strove to crush and overpower him
Jjust as he was about to be overcome
he saw a light descending from heav-
en until it rested as it were upon
the tree topstopjustejust above his head in
the midst of this pillar of light which
hebe describes as being brighter than
the sun at noonday he saw two glo-
rious personages in the form of man
and one of them pointing to the oth-
or

oth-
er and addressing joseph saidsald this
is my beloved sonaon hearbear him

As soon as he could collect him-
self joseph asked of these person-
ages what hebe desireddedred to knoknow

peran
which of all the christian churches
was the true church of christ to
his astonishment he was told that
none of them were that while there
were many souls who wereere devout
and sincere and living up to the
light that was within them those
churches which claimed that god
was not a god of miracles that he
would no longer communi-
cate with man by heavenly
visitations but hadbad delegated
to colleges and institutions of
learning the power and authority to
equip his ministers and send them
out into the world to act in his
name instead of receiving from
himself the authority of the holy
priesthood which holds the keys to
minister in the name of god that
that all those churches which
held these opinions and opposed
each other and were at
war with one another in their ideas
and practices that they and their
hypocrisies were an abomination
in the eyes of god he was further
informed that the true church was
about to be restored to the earth
having been taken aay from it
hundredshundred of years before after me
Aapostles fell asleep and the true ser-
vants of god were persecuted cast

outout and slain in fulfilmentfulfillment of the
predictions of the prophets and
apostles and of the savior himself
joseph was told that a new dispen-
sation was about to open and that
he bad been chosen as an instru-
ment in the hands of god to begin
a great and a inarmarvelous work in
the midst of mankind avork hav-
ing as its object the preparing of the
world for the coming of the lord
jesus christ in hishill glory

when the vision departed and
the young boy came to himself he
found that he waswaa lying upon hisbis
back gazing up into heaven he
knowknew that hebe had seen the father
and the son and had received a vis-
ion from god supposing that those
around him would rejoice cliequallyqually
with him because of the great things
he had to tell he began to speak of
his wonderful visitation he made
a confident of a minister or profess-
ing minister of the gospel who bad
shown him some kindness and tak-
en some interest in his welfare
but what was his surprise when
this man instead of rejoicing at the
tidings of the marvelous manifesta-
tion which this humble and pure
minded boy had received even as
samuel of old had received the
word of the lord told him that it
was a delusion and a snare that
god no longer spoke to man that
the preachers of the day were his
ministers and that there was no lon-
ger

on
any necessity for angels to vis-

it the earth because the people
were living in the full blaze of gos-
pel light in the nineteenth century
an era of learning power wisdom
and civilization

but did this convince joseph
smith that he bad not received a
visitation from the lorl no he
could not deny it though tonten
thousand ministers chose to doubt
it said hebe 1I knew that I1 had
received a vision and I1 knew that
god knew it and that I1 would be
condemned ifil I1 should deny what
my eyes had beheld 11 this was
the testimonymany which he bore to
those around him

but the same fate betel him that
has usually befallen men in every
age whonwhen they have come in con-
tact with the preconceived ideas
and notions of their generation
when they have resolved to bellevebelieve
for themselves and not be mis-
guided by the uninspired and
erroneous teachings of others he
began to suffer slander abuse and
persecution and was neglected
ignored and slighted by those who
should have been his best friends
wandering into bye paths giving
way to the weaknesses of youth be-
cause forsaken by his monitors and
guides and being persecuted bybv the
more respectable portions of society
he confesses in the honesty of his
heart that he did many things
which were sinful in the sight of
god but he repented and some
time later bowed himself down be-
fore the lord and besought him
earnestly and with tears in his
eyes that he would overlook hisbis
youthful follies receive him again
into his favor and give him a
manifestation that he might know
whether or not he was still accept-
able and would be forgiven


