110
Paris, was merely au involcing ageuncy
Tor its Frenobh importations. A double
#et of books was kept. One set showed
the prices at which the goods were
Invoiced for custom house purposes. [t
was clearly shown that the consular in: |
voices for the Frencih business were
undervalued, on an average to the ex-
tent of 20 per cent. It §a estimated that
the government has been defrauded

for the business In hand, and thongh
seeming to be a mere compilation of
useful Enowledge, by theit arrange-
ment are turned into an eloquent pro-
test agninst the extravagance of the
royal household. [!s Ainancial almanac
hag for years been the terror of the
Queen’s progeny. By an astonishing
resource of luventivenesa it hasaiways
managed to inform its readers on

out of $100,000 in this manner, since
last August.

It is claimed by free traders that dis-
honesty of this kinl has aiways pre-
vailed, but with the connivance of the
government.
supposed to invoice their importe ac-
cording to their own ideus of value,
thus enabling them to make Immense
furtunes, as well us to crush out rival
houses that were not in the swim. It
is pussible that in the past many ob-
lique transactions have~ taken place
under the guise of protection, but
probably owing more to the venality or
customus offlgiuls, than to any political
agency. In this case, however, it has
not yet been shown that any officisal
‘of the customs departinent was coguiz-
ant of what took place. Though, as the
case gtands, the United Btates consular
agenoy in France may have much to
explain.

The question le, are other firms en-
gnged in similar criminal work? The

Politlcal favorites were |

nearly every leaf that the Queen with
the income of all the crown landeand
palaces which she held, drew from the
public treasury an nannual salary
bf  £885,000, or $1,825,000; that
the Prince of Wales, since he came
of age, had cost the English peo-
ple in cold money $15,000,000;
that other membera of the Queen’s
fmmily had almost an equal sum from
the people’s taxes; and s0 on with the
rest of the exorbitant costs of the royal
eatahilshment.

In juxtaposition to these figures this
dangerous little book has never failed
to present the current statistica of the
earnings of the laborers of the king-
dom. The regular siatement of the
destitution and hopeless poverty of the
miilions who pay this annual tribute to
the court gentry, is mlways clure at
hand, 8o near that theeye of the rexder
could not possibly look upon the gran.
diloguent title of the beir apparent,and
eacape Lhe stare of poverty’s grim head-

dishonesty of Lehmair & Co. would
never have been discovered had it
not been for the
who took the case inte the
courts. Ho that if this irm were con-
tent with comparatively moderate
galne, thuy could have kept on making
_$100,000 yearly by beating the M¢Kin-
ley bill, .But their greed in mezking =
fraudulent assignment brought them
into the toils. Tarifl’ is all right if
regulated and carried out properly. It
Is discrimination or dishonesty that
makes the great evil.

-

BRITISH ENEMIES TO ROYALTIES.

ACOUORDING to the findings of an
observing newspaper correspondent
who hns been dissecting English topic,

two creditors]|

| demonutration,
'good a8 A law. When therefore this

letter arraved in ‘‘deadly parailel.*?
That this sort of thing I» making Re-
publicans with wonderful rapidity Is a
furegone conclusion. With &sll his
tenacity for traditions and his cultivat-
ed love for the person of the Queen,
the average Euglishman hns a prodi-
gious amount of common sense for
practical operations. He has an
abiding contemplt for theories of all
sorts until they have been practically
tested. But when convinced by actual
his conviction is as

persistant arraignment of royaily once
teaches his understanding, the convie-
tion willi not have to be made a recond
time. The royal household will be re-
tired from publio charge as promptiy
a8 the dignity and seriousness of the

somew hat critically, it is finances and
not politica that are threatening the |
peace of royalty. The mischiel has its
fouataln head at the Liverpool quarters
of the Financial Reform Associations
which, with its branches in all parts of
fbe kingdom, ia sewing the seeds of
discontent through the constant distri:
bution among the people of statistics on
the royal family.

Ita reports are simply cold fgures,
without a comment or word of disre-
spect to the crown or fts belongings.
But “the figures, which are al-
Wnys accurate, are - selected

occasion will permit.

Bupporters of the crown understand
this fuct pretty well, and their nervous-
neas is manifested on the ocoasion of
every trivial attack upon the Queen’s
Interests. Juat now everything Is
going wrong with them. The repuh-
lican spirit ie asserting itself without
any seemning restraint in every part of
the realm. It ia doubtful if any states-
man hag ever occupled n more delicate
position than that of Lord Salisbury
today, The cloud that is hanging over

him now {8 too denre for any man to | #as suflering intense paln.
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forces that are at work, The principle
which he is engaged particularly to
Jefend ia the greatest concernment of
every nation of Europe, and it is im-
possible to conceive what may follow_a
systemntic movement by the Engliah
republicans to overthrough the orown

A MISSOURI HEROINE.

IN sputhwestern Hissouri, o few
days ago, occurred an incldent
which has all the required equipment
for a petfect mglodrama. [t appears
that away down in that country bands
of regulators ealling themselves Biack
{ayps terrorize the people, as the White
Caps do in the Eastern Slates. The
experience of one of thore Bilack Cap
bands in its regulating misslon will
make cheerful reading for tiie orderlov.
ing public.

James Daggett, a squatter, baving
secared his full allotment of land from
the government, endeavored to hold in
addition, n piece of timbverland, close
by, for his brother. Charles Lawson
came along and entered a3s a home-
stender on the timberland clalmed un-
lawfully by Daggstt. After a tedioua
contest, Lawson succeeded in gelting
his patent for the land. Tihis so en-
raged Daggett, that he sought the aid
of his brethren of the Black Caps,
First, Lawson waa notified to leave the
country within forty-eight bours. He
fgnored the warning and pursued the
even tenor of his course. But on
the night of the 30th of June last
when returning from the market town
bhe was met hy ten men dressed in
black caps and gowns. I[mmediately,
the poor fellow was grasped and tied
by his met¢iless enemies and taken to
a piece of timberland adjoining.

Forlunately the meeting tvok place
olose to Mr. Lawson’s home, aud his
wife heard the disturbance. Divining
what was taking place, she armed
berself with a Winchester rifie, and
quietly reconoitting followed the men
who beld her husband captive. When
they atrived nt a safe place in the
woods, they proceeded to strip Lawson
of his clothing, preparatory to ad-
ministering o whipplng.

Just as the lash was raised to give
the first hlow, Mra, Lawson took aim
with her rifie and fired; the would-be
whipper dropped, Bhe fired two more
shots, and the result was that the Black
Caps fled, all but one who was hadly
wounded. Mrs Lawson unbound her
busband, and both went to examine
the wounded man.

When the hlack covering was re-
moved he was found to be James Dag-
gett. Hia thigh waa hroken and he
He it was

forsee the immediate outcome of the!who had the whip raised when DBlrs,



