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* sypday, June 21, 1896 will always
be a day of a little more than ordi-
nary importance in my life’s history,
for it proved a day of deliverance to
me from a ten days’ quarantine Im-
prisonment off Beyrout, Syria. At
10:20 a.m. the quarantine doctor--a
Frenchman—came on board and after
passengers and crew had been 'duly
exhibited” before him, he declared
everything all right; but true to Turk-
ish and Austrian ingenuity cembined
an attempt was made to collect from
the passengers the quarantine fees
which we had already paid on the oc-
casion of purchasing our tickets in
Egypt. One "of the passengers, how-
ever, stepped forth and explained the

situation in pretty plain terms in
Arabic, which had the desirec
effect, and W€ all escaped s
repetition of that extra tax of

ten francs per head. Soon after the
doctor had returned to the shore, the
ship obtained its final papers for com-
munieating with the land. and at 12
o'clock noon 1 left the ship, In com-
pany with Costa Abrahamides, an
English apeaking Greek, whose friend-
ship I had gained during our ten days'
“imprisonment.” By his aid I got
through easily in my dealings with the
hoatmen, custom house officers, pass-
port examiners, runners, and the many
sorts of Arabian “mobocrats” and
vagabonds which lined the shore
watching for a chance to fleece some-
bedy and everybody. For the first
time after leaving home my American
passport did me good service,

After taking leave of my friend,
Costa, 1 still refused the ald of the
many unprincipled Arablans, who
offered thelr services, and walked
about half a mile. through the heart
of the eity to the office of the Ameri-
can consul, Mr. Thomas R. Gibson.
How I found the way through the nar-
row and winding streets afterwards
puzzled me; but I got there I belleve
without walking twenty steps oul of
the way. Mr. Gibson received me
very kindly and subsequently assisted
me in arranging a good traveling pro-
gram for me through Syria and Pales-
tine.

I put up at the Victoria boarding
house, kept by an English-speaking
Syrian lady, who made me quite com-
tortable in her raiher elegant estab-
lishment and also gave me consider-
able reduction from the regular rates.
I would recommend her house to my
traveling friends.

My first act after retiring to my
room was to render due thanks to a
%ind Providence, who had permitted
me to land safely in Syria: and though
I found myself alone, when I had ex-
pected to meet ODe Or more Elders
from Zion in the Turkish misslon, I

felt confident that I would get through,

all right.. Before I left New Zealand,
President Anthon H. Lund wrote me
from Liverpool, England to the effect
that he had instructed the American
Elders in the Turkish mission to come
to England; and Mr. Gibson had now
informed me that they had left sev-
eral months ago. Under those circum-
stances the good advice and ald of
Mr, Gibson were doubly appreciated.
Later in the afternoon I took a long
walk through the city.and found many
things to interest me, if not always &0
pleasing to the eye or smell. After my
return to the hotel I had & long and
interesting conversation with Mr.Ohrn;
a young Swedish business gentleman
who is visiting the Orient in the inter-
est of a Swedish timber firm. He in-
formed me that a great deal of the
timber and lumber used in Egypt, Sy-
ria and Palestine for house building
and for other purposes is Imported di-
rect from Lhe great foresis of Bweden;
and that on account of 118 superior

quality it competes most successfully
with timber imported to these coun-
tries from other parts of the world.
Beyent is beautifully situated on the
slopes of the peninsula terminating in
the point called by the Arabs Ras Bey-
rout, The main part of the city faces
the sea to the north. The plain to
the east and southeast iz covered with
juxuriant gardens, Beyond them the
mountains of Lebanon rise rapldly,
overtopped by the snowclad summits
of the Sannin and Kenelsch. The hllls
are furrowed by several deep ravines
hut are cultivated to a considerable
height. ‘“The rosy tint of the moun-
tains contrasted with the deep blue of
the sea presents a most picturesque
scene by evening light.”” The climate of

Beyrout is genial and seldom oOp-
pressively hot. Much rain falls in
winter. The heal is generally tem-

pered by a fresh sea breeze during the
greater part of the year. Still many of
the Europeans settled in the city re-
move to the heights of Lebanon for
the summer months. '

Before the slaughter of the Chris-
tians in 1860, Beyront had about 20.-
000 inhabitants. The number now ex-
ceeds 100,000, The official statistics
for 18%9 give Moslems 37,000; Greek
Orthodox, 30,000; Maronites, 28,000;
Melkites (United Greeks), 9,000; Jews,
1,500: Roman Catholics (here called
Latins), 1,600; Protestants. 900; Sy-
rean Catholics, 600; Armenian Catho-
Iics, 400; Druses, 300; other religious
communities, 300. Total, 105,400,
There are 6 hospltals in Beyrout: 23
mosques; 36 Christian churches; 66
boys and 36 girls schools; 6f these
21 boys and 2 girls schools are Moslem
institutions. There are about 2.000
Luropeans in Beyrout. The Moslem
element Is gradually being displaced
by the Christian.

The Christlang of Beyrout are as a
rule very Industrlous, apparently pos-
sessing a share of the commercial en-
terprise of the anclent FPhoenjecians.
Many of the firms have branches in
England, France and Syrea. Itallan
was formerly the comonest language
here, but it {s now being displaced by
French. The English language is also
spoken by many -and in most of the
largest business establishments. The
city has 13 printing preses, and 1z
Arabic pewspapers are published. One
or more of them are partly French,
No regular English periodieal ig pub-
tished here, but lots of English litera.
ture is sold, Beyrout belng the center
of the Oriental book trade in Syrias
The American mission (Presbyterian)
has been laboring in Syria since 182I,
and Beyrout is the center of its op-
erations. The unltversity in Beyrout,
wlith its theological semninary, medical
faculty, and training college, Is one
of the very best educatfonal institu-
tions in the Orient. The handsome
new bujldings containing the above
named institutions with an astronom-
tcal obeervatory are sltuated immedi-
ately west of the town proper on high
ground overlooking the sea and near
Ras Beyrout. The infiuvence of the
great American institution of learning
is felt throughout all Syria.

Beyrout is furnished with water
from the Dog riyver, by the waterworks
of the Beyroute Waterworks com-
pany, opened in 1888 In ancient
days an agueduct conveyed the water
to the city from Magoras (Nahr Bey-
rout), but of that structure a few
arches only are now standing. Since
1888 a French company has supplied
the town with gas.

Beyrout is the chief seaport of Syria
and occupies a central position in that
particular part of the country which
in the days of the Savior was Known
as Phoenicia, to which some of the
brethren traveled in their dispersion
on the persecution of §Stephen (Acts
x1:19). Phoenicia comprised a portion
of the coast of the Mediterranean, ex-

tending from the neighborhood of
Mount Carmel northward one hundred
miles or more along the base and
western slope of the mountains of
I.ebanon, and Into the interior a few
miles to the summit of Lebanon.
The coast of Tyre and Sidon oecupied
anciently” the central and most popu-
ious portion of Phoeniecia, The moun-
tains. towering to the regions of per-
petual snow and ice, with the graceful
sweep of their waving summits, slop-
ing sides and mountain dells covered
with the richest verdure, adapted 1o
every clime, to Alpine frosts, to tropi-
cal suns, and the ocean sleeping at its
base, or lashed into fury by the tem-
pest, form a successlon of goodly
prospects, so grand, so beautiful, so
endlessly diversified, as to charm the
dullest eye and kindle into poetic fer-
vor the coldest heart, Numberless
mountain streams flow down to fertil-
ize the parrow plain of the coast, and
open harbors for a boundless com-
merce,

Phoenicia is believed to have been
settled soon after the deluge; and it
became the earliest and most re-
nowned commerclal region of an-
tiquity. When the Israelites conguer:
ed the country this coast was occu-
pied by powerful maritime towns,
which, though given by the Lord to
the Jews for an inheritance, main-
tained their independance threugh all
the vieissitudes and aggression of the
Jewish natlon.

The town of Beyrout seems original-
ly to have been umimportant, and al-
though mentioned by the Greeks be-
fore Alexander, Is not named in the
history of the campalgns of that mon-
arch. In the second century before
Christ Berytus (the original name of
Beyrout) is sald to have been entirely

destroyed in consequence of a rebel-
llon against Antiochus VII; but the
Romahs afterwards rebuilt It, intro-

duced a ¢colony and named It Augusta
Fellx after the emperor Augustus.
With a view to please his friends, the
Romans, Herod Agrippa embelllahed
Berytus with baths and theaters, and
caused gladiatorial combats to be ex-
hibited there. After the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem, Tijtus also
caused numerous Jews to enter the
lists against one another at Berylus.
In the middle of the thiril century af-
ter Christ a Roman school eof law,
which afterwards became very cele-
brated, bewan to flourish here. The
trade of the place was also considera-
tle, and the Roman empire was at
that time furnished with silk fabrics
from Bervtus and Tyre. In 52) Bery-
Lus was destroved by an earthquake,
after which the town was never re-
buitt in its anclent magnificence, and
its school nf law was never re-estab-
lished. In 600 §t was still in ruins,and
ir. 835 It was taken with ease by the
Moslems. In 1125 it was captured by
the Crusaders under Baldwin, and
entinied in their possesszion with little
intermission down te the battle of
Hattin in 1187. Beyrout was for a time
the residence of the Druse princeFakhr
ed-Din. This able man by abusing
the confidence of the Porte, succeeded
in founding anp independent Kingdom
for himself. He banished the Beduins
and allled nimself with the Venetiansi
the natural enemies of the Turks.
Beyrout wus his favorite resldence,
and the environa are sald Lo have peen
his gnrdens, He favored the natlve
Christlans and promoted trade, But
he was finally captured. hy the Turks
and strangled at Stamboul. The Druse
contrnl of Bevrout terminated about
1830 when Emir Beshir was defeated
and banished, since which the Turks
have been In possession. ITnder its alter-
ed circumstances it at lengthbecame an
Important seaport, while 8idon and
Tripoll declined. Many of the Chris-
tlans were murdered in Beyrout dur-
ing the general massacre of Christiane



