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aday june 21 1896 will always
a day of a little more than ardi
y importance in my lifes history
ltit proved a day of deliverance to

aga from a ten days quarantine im-
minent off beyrodtBeyrout syria at

am the quaquarantinecantine doctor a
ichman came on board and after
engers and crew had been duly
baitedb before him he declared
athingt ing all right but true to turk
and austrian ingenuity combined

Vatattempttempt was made to collect from
40 patpassengers the quarantine fees
achaeb we had already paid on the oc-

iondaxion of purchasing our tickets in
14bupt one of the passengers how
I1

stepped forth and explained the
wuatlon in pretty plain terms in
arabic which had the desired
effect and we all escaped

editioneti tion of that extra tax oiof

liwfet francs per head soon after the
r had returned to the shore the
obtained its final papers for com

v doating with the land and at 12

sockekknoonnoon I1 left the ship in com
Y with costa Abrah amides an

h speaking greek whose friend
I1 had gained during our ten days

Isonrison ment by his aid I1 got
ughgb easily in my dealings with the

benjen custom house officers pass
examiners runners and the many

6 of arabian and
ads which lined the shore

ahinging for a chance to fleece some
and everybody for the first

after leaving home my american
rtt did me good service
r taking leave of my friend
I1 still refused the aid of the
unprincipled arabians who

1 their services and walked
half a mile through the heart
city to the office of the amerlameri

bonsalbonsul mr thomas R gibson
bloundfound the way through the nar
padnd winding streets afterwards

me but I1 got there I1 believe
it walking twenty steps out of

gibson heceireceivedvedW wayray mrkr roeme
and subsequently assisted

tu arranging a good traveling pro
orpr me throughugh syria and pales

put up at the victoria boarding
kept by an english speaking9
lady who made me quite com

in her rather elegant
and also gave me consider
action from the regular rates

ihla recommend her house to my
ung friends
birott act after retiring to my
waswaa to render due thanks to a
providence who had permitted

to land safely in syria and though
idd myself alone when I1 had ex
1 to meet one or more elders
zion in the turkish mission I1

dent that I1 would get through
rightht before I1 left new zealand

jaentt anthon H lund wrote me
liverpool england to the effect
shee hadad instructed the american

in the turkish mission to come
elandnd and mr gibson had now
ed me that they had left sev

months ago under those circum
es the good advice and aldaid of

gibbon were doubly appreciated
y ter in the afternoon I1 took a long

through the cityand found many
bilingstilings to interest me if not always so

to the eye or smell after my
V to the hotel I1 had a long and
I1

f ng conversation with Mr
alt wing swedish business gentleman

aaa16 visiting the orient in the inter
otf a swedish timber firm he in

me that a great deal of the
and lumber used in egypt sy-
l

by-
l palestine for house building
other purposes is imported dl

the great forests of sweden
on account of its superior

quality it competes most successfully
with timber imported to these coun-
tries from other parts of the world

becent is beautifully situated on the
slopes of the peninsula terminating in
the point called by the arabs ras bey
rout the main part of the city faces
the sea to the north the plain to
the east and southeast is covered with
luxuriant gardens beyond them the
mountains of lebanon rise rapidly
overtoppedover topped by the snowclad summits
of ththee bannin and Ke the hills
are furrowed by several deep ravines
but are cultivated to a considerable
height the rosy tint of the moun-
tains contrasted with the deep blue of
the sea presents a most picturesque
scenecenes by evening light the climate of
beyrodt is genial and seldom op-
pressivelypres hot much rain falls in
winter the heat is generally tem-
pered by a fresh sea breeze during the
greater part of the year still many of
the europeans settled in the city re-
move to the heights of lebanon for
the summer months

before the slaughter of the chris-
tians in 1860 beyrodt had about 20

inhabitants the cjunumberaber nwnow ex-
ceeds the official statistics
for 18891839 give moslems 3 greek
orthodox marositesMaro 28

kelkitesMel kites united greeks jews
1500 roman catholics here called
gatinsLatins 1500 protestants sy-
rean catholics armenian catho-
lics cruses other religious
communities total
there are 6 hospitals in beyrodtBeyrout 23

mosques 36 christian churches 66

boys and 36 girls schools af these
21 boys and 2 girls schools are moslem
institutions there are about 2000
europeans in beyrodtBey rout the moslem
element is gradually being displaced
by the christian

the christians of beyrodt are as a
rule very industrious apparently pos-
sessing a share of the commercial en-
terpriseterprise of the ancient phoephoeniciansPhoenicianic iansns
many of the firms have branches in
england france and ayrea italian
was formerly the comonest language
here but it istsisnownow being displaced by
french the english language is also
spoken by many and in most of the
largest business establishments the

has 13 printing and 12

arabic newspapers are published one
or more of them are partly french
no regular english periodical is pub-
lished here but lots of english litera
ture is sold beyrodt being the center
of the oriental book trade in syria
the american mission presbyterian
has been laboring in syria since 1821

and beyrodt is the center of its op-
erationserat ions the university in beyrodtBeyrout
witwithh its theological seminary medical
faculty and training college is one
of the very best educational institu-
tions in the orient the handsome
new buildings containing the above
named institutions with an astronom-
ical observatory are situated immedi-
ately west of the town proper on high
ground overlooking the sea and near
ras beyrodtBeyrout the influence of the
great american institution of learning
is felt throughout all syria

beyrodt is furnished with water
from the dog river by the waterworkswaterworks
of the beyrouteyBeyrouieroute waterworksWaterworks corncom
pany opened in 1888 in ancient
days an aqueduct conveyed the water
to the city from jagoras bey
rout but of that structure a few
arches only are now standing since
1888 a french company has supplied
the town with gas

beyrodt is the chief seaport of syria
and occupies a central position in that
particular part of the country which
in the days of the savior was known
as phoenicia to which some of the
brethren traveled in thortheir dispersion
on the persecution of sstephen acts

phoenicia comprised a portion
of the coast of the mediterranean ex

tending from the neighborhood of
mount carmel northward one hundred
miles or more along the base and
western slope of the mountains of
lebanon and into the interior a few
miles to the summit of lebanon
the coast of tyre and sidon occupied
anciently the central and most popu-
lous portion of phoenicia the moun-
tains towering to the regions of per-
petual snow and ice with the graceful
sweep of their waving summits slop-
ing sides and mountain dells covered
with the richest verdure adapted to
every clime to alpine frosts to tropi-
cal suns and the ocean sleeping at ita
base or lashed into fury by the tem-
pest form a succession of goodly
prospects so grand so beautiful so
endlessly diversified as to charm the
dullest eye and kindle into poetic fer-
vor the coldest heart numberless
mountain streams flow down to fertil-
ize the narrow plain of the coast and
open harbors for a boundless com-
merce

phoenicia is believed to have been
settled soon after the deluge and it
became the earliest and most re-
nowned commercial region of an-
tiquityty when the israelites conconquer-
ed

quen
the country this coast was occu-

pied by powerful maritime towns
which though given by the lord

jews for an inheritance main-
tained their independence through all
the vicissitudes and aggression of the
jewish nation

the town of beyrodt seems original-
ly to have been unimportant and al-
though mentioned by the greeks be-
fore alexander is not named inhi the
history of the campaigns of that mon-
arch in the second century before
christ berylus the original name of
beyrodtBeyrout is said to have been entirely
destroyed in consequence of a rebel-
lion against Ant VII but the

afterwards rebuilt it intro-
duced a colony and named it augusta
felix after the emperor Autaugustusustus
with a view to please his friends the
romans herod agrippa embellishedembellish acs

berylus with bathsbathe and theaters and
caused gladiatorial combats to be ex-
hibited there after the destruc-
tion of jerusalem titus aho
caused numerous jews to enter the
lists against one another at berylusBery
in the middle of the third century af-
ter christ a roman school of lawlaw
which afterwards became very cele-
brated began to nourishflourish here the
traderade of the place was also considera-
ble and the roman empire was at
that time furnishedfurbished with silk fabrics
from berylus and tyre in bery

was destroyed by an earthquake
after which the town was never re

builtuirt in its ancient magnificence and
itsts school of law was never re
limbed in it was still in ruinsand
in it was taken with ease by the
moslems in 1126 it was captured by
the crusaders under baldwin and
continued in their possession with littyelittle
intermission down to the battle of
hattinhat tin in 1187 beyrodt was for a time
the residence of the druse
eddined din this able man by abusing
the confidence of the porte succeeded
in founding an independent kingdom
for himself he banished the Bedulnet
and alltalliedd himself with the venetiansVenetianst
the natural enemies of the turks
beyrodt was his favorite residence
and the environs are said to have been
his gardens he favored the native
christians and promoted trade but
he was finally captuscapturededbyby the turks
and strangled at stamboul the drusedrus
control of beyrodt terminated about
1830 when emir beshirbeshir was defeated
and banished since which the turks
havebave beenbec n in possession Under its alter-
ed circumstances it at length became an
impoimportanttant seaport while sidon and
tripoli declined many otof the chris-
tians were murdered in beyrodt dur-
ing the general massacre of christians


