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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

ONE LESSON OF THE WAR.

The newspapers are, very properly,
endeavoring to state the lessons to be
drawn from the events of the war

will be supported by-all the European
cabinets, except that of Great Britalp,
not because they desire to preserve the
Spanlsh power In the islands but be-
cause a temparary continuation of that

-just closed. One of these i3 particulariy 'POWEer there would mean, probably, u

. hance for the iand-hungry empires to
to the point and ought to be of bepefit © .
not only to this country but to others help themselves to that territory when

welk. It is a lesson furnish : needed.
Battice In whien oo urnished by thel 0 the United States with regard to the

with s0 much|

battles In
tinguished themaelves,
honor.

On the other hand the poalley

Phllippines i8 believed to be to retaln
the entire fsland of Luzon, while

Ever since the trlumphs of the Ger- remaln}ier of the group may be given
man arms and the establishment of the, 0 Spain to rule under certain guaran-

Teutonic empire, it has been an axiom
with the rulers of Europe that vast
standing armies and years of training
are necessary for a coumiry. Slowly
the European countries have been ecan-
verted Into military camps. The na-
tions have gradually ylelded to the en-
treaties of kings and rulers and voted
money and men for armies on a “peace
footing.” Even 8mall countries have
been compelled to overtax themselves
in order to make a showing of milltary
strengih. 1

Our volunteers have demonstrated the
fallacy of the reasoning that has fast-
ened a curse upon some of the nations
of Europe. They have proven that the
Youth aof a free country when put to
the test §s equal to the occaslon. They
have proven that military service of
two or three years' duration, except for
those who choose a military career for
Hfe, is unnecessary., They have fur-
nished an unanswerable argument to
the Jleaders of lberty and humanlty
who heretofore have so often been
silenced by sentlmental appeals to the
‘Patriotism of the masses. Fram now an
they will ask this simple question: It
Amerlean volunteers after two montha'
training can fight better than Euro-
pean soldiers, what kind of patriotism
is that which compels the flower of a
country to abandon their pursuits for
years In order to serve in the army?
And the disciples of Bismarck will be
unable to reply, Then a demand will
be raised for Institutions that will
foster intellgence, love of llberty and
enthusiasm for deeds of herofsm. The
barrack for the masses of the nations
wlill have to give place for the school,
and coting generations will biess the
volunteers who taught the world this
lerson.

THE FEACE COMMISSION.

It seefns to be settled now that Sec-
retary of State Day {s to head the peace
commission which will meet at Paris

for the purpose of finally arranging the
future relations between this country
and Spain. Ambassador Hay is to be-
come secretary of state and Whitelaw
Reid will go to London as the repre-
sentatlve of our government there.
Secretary Day has proved his ability to
hoid the helm of the state during the
storm that has passed. Notwithstand-
ing the criticlsm that has been be-
stowed upon the administration he has
discharged hls dutles to the gatlsfaction
of the American Deople, and It is felt
that the interests of the nation are in
safe hanpds. He is thoroughly fa-
millar wth the vlews of the President
and in a position to speak with au-
thority upon any question that may
come up before the peace commlssion.
The members of the Spanish commis-
sjon are sald to he made up of expert
and accomplished diplomats under the
leadership of Almodovar del Rio.
The chlef diffieulty protises to be the
Philippine {islands. Probably S8pain
will maintain that she has a right to
keep all except Manila,

tees as to the kind of government to be
administered. In that event the Unit-
ed States having possession of Luzon
and its troops and naval vessels being
there it will be able to enforce the
guarantees as to the government of the
remalnder of the group. These guar-
antees will praobaby require all the is-
lands to be surrendered by Spain in
case she fails to maintain the condi-
tlons agreed upon in the treaty.

Should this soiution be agreed upon
the Philippines may become a bone of
contention between the Unlted States
and some European countries. For
with the island of Luzon Americanized,
the Inhabitants of the other islands
would soon become discontented and
wish to throw off the Spanish rule in
order to get the benefits enjoyed by
their neighbors. Spaln would be un-
able to subdue the people. The United
States would have to take a hand again
in the affairs of the islands, The only
way to avoid future complications Is
to settle the matter now thoroughly.
And this 1s all the more !mportant be-
cause the fate of the vast Chinese em-
pire is now trembling in the balances,
and the United States ought to be in a
position to make herself heard in the
councils of the nations that presume
to dictate In matters of vital intervest
to the entire civillzed warld.

FOR U, 8. BENATOR.

It I1s not an open secret mor much of
a secret of any kind that a great deal
of the Interest that & being and will

contlnue to be {(a fortiori) taken In the
comnlng State election, centers upun the
personnel of one office which the peo-
ple do not fill directly. This I8 the Unit-
ed Btates senatorship. There 8 by
no means anything reprehensible in
the voters of the realm taking such
Interest, albeit deprived of participut-
ing directly in the choice; nor is there
anything specially if at all eensurable
in a qualified cltizen nursing an am-
bition to fill the place. When all
things are considered fn the light of
their own consequence the post of a
sepator of the United States has but
two or three superfors in the whole
governmental fabrie, the exceptlons be-
ing the Presidency certainly and in any
event, the secretaryshlp of state when
filled an It was by Seward or Fish, and
the ‘treasuryship when its funelions
are presilded over by such a man as
Salmon P. Chasge.

The senator i8 not merely a law mak-
er but in many respects a law inter-
preter, He sits in a place which is
cailed the upper house for other rea-
Bons than figurative aititude. It s
the body which represents the states In
their soverelgn, aggregate capacity, as
the representatlves do the Individuals
who compose the soverelgnty. The
Senate, jointly with the Executive,deals
with forelgn ,powers in the matter of

and In this she treatles, and assists—sometimes con-

the !

trols—the President in the matter of
the higher grade appolntments, It ex-
ercises a steadfast surveillance over his
official acts,causes them to correspend
with the great charter and tha enaet.
ments of Congress, and for gross vio-
latlons of elther, or for general be-
havior not {n consobance with the dig-
nity and honor of the station, can re-
move him from office. When & man
holds a position of this kind and ‘n ag.-
dition has for himself extensive edu-
cation, a comprehenzive intallact, g
copious and always available vocabu-
lary, & good presence and a forcible de-
llvery, he Is apt to become conspieuo
if not famous, and it Is not
understand why it Is that t
rated so high and why ther
80 great a demand for it.

It is only fair to say that it is very
rarely that utterly unworthy ar :p.
capable men succeed in making their
way to the Senate as members there.
of. In the first place a mgan must
have a high and honorable standing
in his state before his name |s, likkely
to be seriously mentioned in such con-
nectlon. He must then be popular
enough to have at the beginning of the
legislatlve term which elects the senAa-
tor a majority of that body favorable
to him and not a few who proefer him
to anyone else. With a geecideg fol-
lowing, -even though many votes short
of a majority, he is stlll not necessarlly
without hope unless a majority are
Immovably  against him. Iepe is
where much of the odlum attaching to
senatorial electlons has its orlgin, The
boan sought Is of such great ponge.-
quence and the struggle far it
sometimes becames g0 exciting and
confused that men are jnduced
too often to act without consulting
thelr best judgment, and npat infre-
quently they yield to the influences of
money. As much as this practiee has
been denounced, as often and persist-
ently as it has been legislgted against
awvd as thoroughly as Investigations
have been made, It is ne nearer ex-
tirpation now than at any other time
in the nation's history; on the contrary
it seems rather to have taken deeper
raot. Undoubtedly there are legitimate
campaign expenses which those con-
cerned must meet and there should be
no reproach upon the candidate or the
candidates’ friends who pay the biljg
for serviceg properly and legitimately
rendered, There is no tault being
found wlith this per se, although the
practice |s so susceptible of abuse—it
1= 80 difficult at times to determine
where legitimate exXpendlture Jleaves
off and actual corruption begins—-that
it Is as well not to look upon the potiti-
cal payments on a large scale too
Iightly,

A man or woman who will permit
himself or herself to recejve money
other than what was “nominated in the
bond”—what he or she Impliedly con-
sented to perform the officlal dutijes
for—ar to take by devwious or round-
about methods anything of value not
embraced in the contract, Is unfit to be
a member of a leglslature or to hold
any other office of honor, trust or
emoluments. These are not numerous
hereabout and it la sincerely hoped
they never wlll be. While all that has
previously been said regarding the
rightfulness of a contest for the sena-
torship stands, it does not follow that
any one, no matter where he lives or
what his station, has any right to em-
ploy such agencles to effect hls purpose
as cannot be brought to light without
subjecting the parties thereto to a
criminal prosecution or the reproba-
tion of all law-respecting people. Ana
this does not refer exclusively to the
use of maney, although this js the
chiet method of ‘corrupting. It is near-
iy if not)quite as bad to have mem-
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