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THE EDITORS COMMENTS

ONE LESSON OF THE WARWAB

the newspapers are very properly
endeavoring to state the lessons to be
drawndramn from the events of the war
just closed one of these is particularly I1

to the and ought to be of benefitnot only to this country but to othersotheras well it is a lesson furnished by thebattles in which outour volunteers dis
themselves with so much

honor
ever since the triumphs of the ger-

man arms and the establishment of theteutonic empire it has been an axiom
with the rulers of europe that vaststanding armies and years of trainingare necessary torfor a country slowly
the european pouncountriestries have been con-
verted into military camps the na-
tions navehave gradually yielded to the en-
treaties of kings and rulers and votedmoney and men for armies on a peace
footing even small countries havebeen compelled to overtax themselves
in order to make a showing of military
strength

our volunteers have demonstrated the
fallacy of the reasoning that has fast-
ened a curse upon some of the nations
of europe they have proven that theme
youth of a free country when put to
the textteat is equal to the occasion they
have proven that military service oftwo or three years duration except for
those who choose a military career for
arfe is unnecessary they have fur-
nished an unanswerable argument to
the leaders of liberty and humanityjhb heretofore have so often been
silenced by sentimental appeals to thepatriotism of the masses promfrom now on
they ddll ask this simple question if
american volunteers after two months
training can fight better than euro-
pean soldiers what kind of patriotism
Is that which compels the flower of a j

country to abandon their pursuitspursuit for
beairs in order to serve in the army
and the diseldisciplesples of bismarck will be
unable tooto reply then a demand will
be raised for institutions that will
foster intelligence love of liberty and
enthusiasm for deeds of heroism thebarrack for the masses of the nationswill have to give place for the school
aad coming generations will bless the
volunteers who taught the world this
lesson

THE PEACE commission

it seems to be settled now that sec-
retary of state day is to head the peace
commission which will meet at paris
for the purpose of finally arranging the
future relations between this country
andaed spain ambassador hay Is to be-come secretary of state and whitelaw
reid will go to london as the repre-
sentativesentative of our government there
secretary day has proved his ability to
hold the helm of the state during thestorm that has passed notwithstand-
ing the criticism that has been bbe-
stowed

e
upon the administration he has

discharged his duties to the satisfaction
of the american people and it is feltthat the interests of the nation are in
satesafe handsbands he tois thoroughly fa-
miliar ath the views of the president
andaid in a position to speak with au-
thority upon any question that may
come up before the peace commission
the members of the spanish commis-
sion are said to be made up of expert
fwuand accomplished diplomats under theltheleadershipalad enship of almodovar del rioahe chief difficulty promises to be the I1

philippine islands probably spain
will nAntmaintainaln that she has a right to
keep allail except mantiamanila and in this she

will be supported by all the european
cabinets except that of great britain
not because they desire to preserve thespanish power in the islands but be-
cause a temporary continuation of thatpower there would mean probably a
chance for the land hungry empires to
help themselves to that territory when
needed on the other hand the policy
of the united states with regard to the
philippines is believed to be to retain
the entire island of luzon while the
remainder of the group may be given
to spain to rule under certain guaran-
tees as to the kind of government to be
administered in that event the unit-
ed states having possession of luzon
and its troops and naval vessels being
there it will be able to enforce the
guarantees as to the government of the
remainder of the group these guar-
anteesante will probably require all the is-
lands to be surrendered by spain in
case she fallsfails to maintain the condi-
tions agreed upon in the treaty

should this solution be agreed uponn
the philippines may become a bone of
contention between the united states
and some european countries forwith the island of luzon americanized
the inhabitants of the other islands
would soon become discontented and
wish to throw off the spanish rule in
order to get the benefits enjoyed by
their neighbors spain would be un-
able to subdue the people the united
states would have to take a hand again
in the affairs of the islands the only
way to avoid future complications is
to settle the matter now thoroughly
and this is all the more important be-
cause the fate of the vast chinese em-
pire is now trembling in the balances
and the united states ought to be in a
position to make herself heard in the
councils of the nations that presume
to dictate in matters of vital interest
to the entire civilized world

FORFOK VU 8 SENATOR

it is not an open secret nor much of
a secret of any kind that a great deal
of the interest that itre being and will
continue to be a fortiori taken in the
coming state election centers upon the
personnel of one office which the peo-
ple do not fill directly this tois the unit-
ed states there is by
no means anything reprehensible in
the voters of the realm taking such
interest albeit deprived of participat-
ing directly in the choice nor is there
anything specially if at all censurable
in a qualified citizen nursing an am-
bition to fill the place when all
things are considered in the light oftheir own consequence the post of a
senator of the united states has buttwo or three superiors in the whole
governmental fabric the exceptions be-ingg the presidency certainly and in any
event the of state when
filled as it was by seward or fish andthe when its functionsare presided over by such a man assalmon P chase

the senator is not merely a law mak-er but inift many respects a law inter-preter he sitssite in a place which iscalled the upper house for other rea-sons than figurative altitude it issthe body which represents the states intheir sovereign aggregate capacity as
the representatives do the individuals
who cocompose the sovereignty thesenate jointly with the
withth foreign powers in the matter oftreatieseadies and assists sometimessometimeis con

the president in the matterthe higher grade appointments iterexcisesalses a steadfast surveillance overofficial acts causes them to carresiwith the great charter and the enaenments of congress and torfor gross
lations of either or for general
havior not in consonance with the ddi

u

I1 anity and honor of the station can dewimove him from office when 111aa imaholds a position of this kind and n aaias
has for himself extenextensivesive eaedffcation a comprehensive inintellect tfcopious and always available voelkocabalary a good presence and a forforciblecialak le isslivery he is apt to become

if not famous aridand itisit is not didifficultC
I1

understand why it Is that tthee pladrated so high and why there I1iss alalwaso great a demand for it
it is only fair to say that it laig vvcrarely that utterly unworthy orcapable men succeed in making thway to the senate as members theroof in the first place a marman wartAhave a high and honorable stanstand toin his state before his name Is likely

to be seriously mentioned in suesuch OMElectiontion he must then be koputenough to have at the beginning bff fabtlegislative term ahlwhichch elects the seas
tor a majority of that body favorato him and not a few who prefer niia 1

to anyone else with a decidedowinglowing even though many votesvote shortof a majority he is still not neco
without hope unless a majority inimmovably against him here v
where much of the odium attaching 3
senatorial elections has its origin ISboon sought Is of such great eocoquence and the struggle forsometimes becomes so exciteconfused that men are
too often to act without coconalconsultnaltheir best judgment and nnot iathey yield to the inaiinfluenceemoney As much as this prpracticeantlbeen denounced as often and veper
antly as it has been legislated axiand as thoroughly as investtoolhave been made it is no nearertirpation now than at any otherin the nations history on the coatit seems rather to have taken ieroot undoubtedly there are legicampaign expenses which those wuberned must meet and thereno reproach upon the candidate W
candidates friends who pay thefor services properly and degl
rendered there tois no fault toi
found with this per sefie although
practice tola so susceptible of aaltoIs so difficult at times to detdelwhere legitimate expenditure I1off and actual corruption begbeginI
it Is19 as well not to look upon thehe
cal payments on a large os
lightly

A man or woman who winwill
himself or herself to recelle cawiother than what was nominated toIV

I1 bond what he or she impliedlyy
dented to perform the official AXfor or to take by devious or roiabout methods anything of vaalbaitt
embraced in the contract is unfita member of a legislature or toany other office of hohonornor f
emoluments these are alonot m
hereabout and it isin sincere
they never will be while allalpreviously been said re 21
rightfulness otof a contest forr theastands it does not follow Hany one no matter where hebe I1liboa
what his station has any right A
ploy such agencies to effect his on
as cannot be brought to light wt
subjecting the parties thereto
criminal prosecution or the
tion of all law respecting deoppeople
this does not refer exclusivelyexclusivelruse of money although this if
chief method of corrupting it I1
ly if not i quite as bad to har


