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THE DESBERET WEEEKLY:

‘ereed and their places of worship. They

The general outline of thls universe

are governed, at least In the mountain [ —using the word in a llmited sense—lIs

reglions, by village chiefs who bear the known.

title of “melik,"” king, and seem

It encloses an encormous dlsc

in in which our solar system is not far
this to have perpetuated the form of  from the center.

This dise has a

government common In the east at the [ diameter four or flve times its thick-

time of Abraham.

The most influen- | ness, but the length 13 only a matter

tial ruler ls the patriarch reslding atiof conjecture because the distance to

Kotchannes, who bears

the title of {many stars

has not been measured.

“Mar Shimun,” or Lord Simeen, evi-The distance from gne side of the uni-

dently after the Apostle Peter.
patriarchal dlgnity is hereditary and
Includes civil jurisdiction over the In-
dependent tribes,

The controversy that separated these
Christians from the maln body dates
back to the violent days of the fAfth
century. Nesatorius, a native of Syria,
held the office of patriarch at Con-
stantinople from 428 to 431 A. D., ap-
pointed by the emiperor. He com-
menced by appealing to the hend of the
state for aid in putting down heresies,
and proceeded vigorously agalnst the
Arians. The strife between the vari-
cus factions of Christians had already
at thils time assumed the natudre of a
stain upon the hdnor of the church,
mobs, riots, incendiarism and assas-
aination being among the features of
the controversy.

Then the guestion arose whether
was in accordance with Scripture to
degignate Mary as the ‘mother of
God," Nesatorlus declared against this
expression and deemed it necessary to
apply the iash to some of his oppo-
nents. Finally the Dbishop of Rome
declared in favor of the expression in
controversy, and Nestorlus was  en-
Joined to retract on pain of excommu-
nication. So far from ylelding to this
pressure, he replied with counter an-
athemas, and the casge was brought
before a stormy counell swhich con-
demned the Constantinople patriarch
and his dectrines, a decision which the
emperor was Induced to confirm. Nea-
torlus was banished to Arabla and
later to Egypt. His followers soon be-
came extinet in the Roman empire,
but thoge In the east found protection
under the rulers of Persia, and {t is be-
lleved that they at one tlme spread
from there fnto India, Arabla and even
tc China.

The present movement of the rem-
rant of this once powerful sect is
chlefly important for its political sig-
nificance, The Russian emissarles
who conducted the negotiations have
promised the people the protection of
the government at St. Petersburg, on
condltion that they purge their creed
from the peculiar doctrine of Nestor-
lanism and add to thelr liturgy a
prayer for the czar. In other respects
they are te be allowed to retaln thelr
own Pervice-books, hierarchy and cus-
toms. The Russians luriher promise
to provide schools and defend the
Bettlements against the Turks, Kurds
and Persians. The terms are said to
have heen accepted, and if they are
ratified by the holy synod of Russia,
that country has obtaired a protec-
torate over an important territory as
well an healed a breach of long stand-
ing In the oriental church.
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BOUNDARIES OF THE UNIVERSE.

Prof. Newcomb’'s announcement

the Mining and Belentific Press, San
Franclsco, that there jis strong evl-
dence te suppert the supposition that
modern telescopes have actually
brought the utmost boundarles of our
part of the universe to vlew la, to say
the least, starting. The probabllity
1s, he deelares, that the small stars
recently dlascovered look small, not on-
Iy because of their vast distance from
us, but because of their Inferior size.
There 18 no more bheyond. They are
the uttermost worlds in the large sys-
temt of which our earth is enly a amall
part,

in

The [ verse to the other

is given as from
20,000 to 30,000 light years, that ja to
gay, It 1= as many miles as a ray of
light can travel in from twenty to

thirty thousand years at a
rate of 168,000 miles a4  Bec-
ond. Some ldea of the immense

Jength of this road may be formed
from the statement that the diameter
of the ecarth's orbit, 90,000,000 miles,
would from one of the most distant
stars appear so small that the most
delicate appliances would fail to
measure it

There is probably not & more over-
whelming proof of the incalculable
power and the inscrutable wisdom of
the Designer and Constructor of this
world, than that furnished by astron-
omy. Among Its devotees have al-
waya been found the greatest expon-
ents of that faith which ia the opposite
of agnosticiam both in fits anclent and
modern forms,

A GOOD WORDP FOH IARLAM.

Father Hyacinthe, or Charles Loy-
son, attracted much attention many
years ago because of his glowing elo-
quence and Ilberal views, the latter
finally causing him to be suspected of
serious heresy. He was first censured
by the Cathollc press for acknowl-
edglng the existence of “three great
religlons of civilized people,” the Jew-
ish, the Cuthollc and the Protestant,
and later for fraternizing with various
gects in the Unijted States and Great
Britain. Finally he was released from
his monastic vows and made a "secu-
lar priest™ with the title of abbe,

1t appears that Mr. Loyson's wife is
not less liberal In her views, nor lesns
courageous in expressing them, than
her celehrated Nhusband. During a
two vears' scjourn among Mohamme-
dans In north Africa, Palestine and
Syria, she mingled with the natlves
and made thefr modes of life a apecial
study. Some of her impressions are
Elven to the Westminster Gazette. The
lady takes a decidedly favorable view
and pronounces many of the ideas
prevalent among Christlansa to be
prejudices. The fact deserves notlce
in the Interest of falrness and truth.

Mme. Loyson does not justify the
massacres, the sickenlng details of
which are sufflclently well known to
the world, but she malntain® that not-
withstanding these occurrences no
creed is more tolerant of other mone-
theistic bellefs than the Mohamme-
dan. Idolatry the Mussulmen hate; It
18 the Idelator that must he converted,
even at the point of the sword. A
Mohammedan accepts the hellef {n
God and a future judgment as the
essence of rellgion and cares but little
for dogmatic differenceés; as a proof of
thls is mentloned that the Moham-
medana still maintain wlth reverence
the holy sepulchre and permit Chrls-
tians te worship there and erect their
churches in the vicinity: if the Moham-
medans were left to themselves they
would not persecute anyone: they be-

lieve In government by God but are,

fndifferent’ to the incidental forms it
may assume.

On the gquestion of the status of Mo-
hammedan women Mme. Loyson has
nlso formed an opinion not generally
held. These women, the distinguished
author says, are satisfled with their
position and on no condltion accept the
"freedom' of thelr Christlan siatern.

-

They want seclupion. This in espen-
tfal to their happlness. It is in fact
founded upon a lofty appreclation of”
the virtue of chastity. Te the Mohan.-
medan woman the harem is a sacred
place; the Christian conception of It as
the acene of debauchery Is absurd. To
quote verbatim:

I have visited many harems, and
can testify that polygamy, which, re-
member, was only tolerated by Mo-
hammed, is rarely practiced, and when
practiced does not jnvolve that demor-
alization or abasement of the wife
which we commonly attrlbute to it
The position of women In Christian
countries fs in many respects horrible
to them. They say; 'We have a legal
and limited polygamy; with you it is
illicit and promiscucus.’ Remember,
however, that the harem among the
middle and upper classes almost al-
ways contains only one wife. And
what material devotlon and domestic
happiness we everywhere found! The
youths are as shy and as chaste as the
maidena. As to flirtation, that is ahso-
lutely unknown. A man Beldom: B8ees
tbe face of hls wife untll after his mar-
rlage. We have an jdea that Musaul-
women are merely pretty playthings—
ravishingly beautiful they often are,
but they are also intelligent, kpowing
the Koran by heart, and the most ex-
quisite embroldery in the world comes
from the harems. A striking charac-
teriatic «f the women Is their com-
plete freedom from euriosity; even a
mirror 18 seldom found in the women's
apartments.”™

Mme. Loyson I8 no convert to Islam.
She admits that the Christlan religion
as it should be ls perfect, "but,” she
addp, "we are apostates; we do not live

our falth, and we canneot, as thinge
stand. ¢laim any great superiority In
practieal morals over the Moslem
world.”

A RACE FROBLEM.

The race problem fn the South, says
the Medical Record, seems destlned to
be pgettled by natural laws, unless

| Bomething be done speedlly to save tha

negro from the results of his aown
vices. This view I8 supported by re-
cent investigations Into the matter by
a colored physician, Dr. R. H. Johnson
of Brunswlick, Ga. He gathered vital
statisties from nearly 300 towns [n the
South and found tbat the death rate
of negroes Is double that of the whitea.

and that the birth rate is smaller
among the colored than among the
white populatlon. Furthermore, the

younger generatlon of the race make
but a poor showlng, he says, g8 re-
zards wmize and physigue, compared
with their ancestors. These facts are
attributed to the carelessness and dis-
sipation of the race. 1n the days of
glavery the negroes were looked after
by physlcians and taken care of, and
the result was a race of giants: but
with Ilberty, coupled with Ignorance of
aanitary laws, came licentiousnesrs and
the enervating vices to which they arg
now yielding.

That the colored race Is capable of
great improvement when placed under
proper restraint 18 proven by the re-
port of Surgeon General Sternberg In
his annual report on the health of the
colored soldiers. The Record quotes the
following:

"Great improvement has taken place
in the past few years in the sanitary
condition of the colored troops. The
white troops have particlpated In the
improvement, although thefr rates have
not fallen so rapldly as those of the
colored men. During the past year
the total hospital admission rate for all
causes among the colored troops was
868 88 per 1,000 of strength, as compared
with 1,132.49 among the whites, and as
compared with 91588 among them-
pelves in the previous year, and with



