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weed and their places otof worship they
weoki governed at least in the mountain

by village chiefs who bear the
title of mettk king and seem in
this to have perpetuated the form of
governmentMent common in the east at the
timebofof abraham the most influent i

41 sad ruler isia the patriarch residing at
who bearsbean the title of

mumar shimun or lord simeon evi-
dently after the apostle peter the
patriarchal dignity is hereditary and
includes civil jurisdiction over the in-
dependent tribes

the controversy that separated these
christians from the main body dates
back to the violent days of the fifth
eon tury Ne a native of syria
heldbeld the office of patriarch at con-
stantinoplestantin ople from to A D ap-
pointed by the emperor he com

by appappealingeVing to the heedhead of the
statefate for aid in putting down heresiesher esies

and proceeded vigorously against the
allans the strife between the vartvari
ious factions of christians had already
faalt this time assumed the naturenature of a

upon the honor 0ofaththee church
mobs riots and assas-
sinationsi being among the features of

6 controversycontroveray
then the question arose whether t

Wwaa in accordance with scripture to
designate mary as the mother ofiyay atod NestNeatororluslua declared against this

al expression and deemed it necessary to
jely the lash to some of his appo

finally the bishop of rome
4declaredlared in favor of the expression in
controversytroversy and NeNest orlus was en
joineded to retract on pain of

f cationtion so tarfar from yielding to this
pressuresure he replied with counter an

fi emas and the case was brought
r before aa stormy council which con-
fV 1 aed the constantinople patriarch

midand his doctrines a decision which the
was induced to confirm nes

orius was banished to arabia and
t to egypt his followers soon be
t came extinct in the roman empire

i fastbut those inn the east found protection
7 widerde the rulers of persia and it is beetved thatbat they at one time spread

on thereere into india arabia and even
P china

present movement of the rem
htt of this once powerful sect is

ttleflyY important for its political sig
nee the russian emissaries

p 00conductedn the negotiations have
alsed the people the protection of

ament at st petersburg on
aton that they purge their creed
dihe peculiar doctrine of nestor

1 got and add to their liturgy alinyerer for the czar in other respects
atey are to be allowed to retain their
ownn service books hierarchy and cucus
toon the Rusrussians further promise

ftcit provide schools and defend the
against the turks kurdsburdser the terms are said to

r n acceptedacceptPd and if they are
ats kwea by the holy synod of russiarussia

W eto itry has obtained a krotec
agae over anAH important territory as
allt asao healed a breach of long standitinto the oriental church

OF THEr
f newcombeNewcombs announcement in

A alagnlag and scientific press san
alco that there is strong evlevi
to support the supposition that

telescopes have actually
tthee utmost boundaries of our

the universe to view Is to say
least startling the probability
ieq declares that the small stars
anttyVY discovered look small not on

because of their vast distance from
iutut because of their inferior size
re toIs no more beyond they are

worlds in the large gys
of which our earth Is only a small

J

the general outline of this universe
usingusi the word in a limited sensesenseisas

known it encloses an enormous disc
in which our solar system is not far
from the center this disc has a
diameter tourfour or five times its thick-
ness but the length is only a matter
of conjecture because the distance to
many stars has not been measured
the distance from one side of the uni-
verse to the other is given as from

to light years that is to
say it is as many miles as a ray of
light can travel in ffromrom twenty to
thirty thousand years at a
rate of miles a sec-
ond somegome idea of the immense
length of this road may be formed
from the statement that the diameter
of the earths orbit miles
would from one of the most distant
stars appear so small that the most
delicate appliances would fail to
measure it

there is probably not a more over-
whelmingwhelming proof of the incalculable
power and the inscrutable wisdom of
the designer and constructor of thisthIs
world than that furnished by astron-
omy among its devotees have al-
ways been found the greatest expon-
ents of that faith which is the opposite
of agnosticism both in its ancient and
modern forms

A GOOD WORD FORFOB ISLAM

father hyacinthe or charles loy-
son attracted much attention many
years ago because of his glowing elo-
quence and liberal views the latter
finally causing him to be suspected of
serious heresy he was first censured
by the catholic press for acknowl-
edging the existence of three great
religions of civilized people the jew-
ish the catholic and the protestant
and later for fraternizing with various
sects in the united states and great
britainDri tain finally he was released from
hishia monastic vows and made a secu-
lar priest with the title of abbe

it appears that mr hobsonsLoyhoysons wife is
not less liberal in her views nor less
courageous in expressing them than
her celebrated husband during a
two years sojourn among mohammed
dans in north africa palestine and
syria she mingled with the natives
and made their modes of life a special
study some of her impressions are
given to the westminster gazette the
lady takes a decidedly favorable view
and pronounces many of the ideas
prevalent among christianschristiana to be
prejudices the fact deserves notice
in the interest of fairness and truth

mmeame loyson does not justify the
massacres the sickening details of
which are sufficiently well known to
the world but she maintains that not-
withstanding these occurrences no
creed is more tolerant of other mono-
theistic beliefs than the mohamme-
dan idolatry the Mussulmen hate it
is the idolaterido lator that must be converted
even at the point of the sword A
mohammedan accepts the belief in
god and a future judgment as the
essenceessence of religion and cares but little
for dogmatic differences as a proof of
this tois mentioned that the
madans still maintmaintainaln with reverence
the holy sepulchre and permit chris-
tians to worship there and erect their
churches in the vicinity if the
madans were left to themselves they
would not persecute anyone they be-
lieve in government by god but are
indifferent to the incidental forms it
may assume

on the question of the status of mo-
hammedanham women mmeame loyson has
also formed an opinion not generally
held these women the distinguished
author says axeare satisfied with their
position and on no condition accept the
freedom of their christian sisters

they want seclusion this tois essen-
tialtiel to their happiness it is in fact
founded upon a lofty appreciation of
the virtue of chastity to the moham-
medan woman the harem isais a sacred
place the christian conception of it as
the scene of debauchery Is absurd toT
quote verbatim

1 I have visited many haremshares and
can testify that polygamy which re-
member was only tolerated by mo-
hammed is rarely practiced and when
practiced does not involve that demor-
alizationaliza tion or abasement of the wife
which we commonly attribute to it
the position of women in christian
countries is in many respects horrible
to them they say we have a legal
and limited polygamy with you it is
illicit and promiscuous remember
however that the harem among the
middle and upper classes almost al-
ways contains only one wife and
what material devotion and domdomesticestia
happiness we everywhere found the
youths are as shy and as chaste as the
maidens As to flirtation that is abso-
lutely unknown A man seldom sees
the face of his wife until after his mar-
riage we have an idea that
women are merely pretty playthings
ravishinglyangly beautiful they often are
but they are also intelligent knowing
the koran by heart and the most ex-
quisite embroidery in the world comes
from the haremshares A striking charac-
teristicte ofat the women is their com-
plete freedom from curiosity even 9a
mirror is seldom found in the
apartments

mmeame loyson is no convert to islam
she admits that the christian religion
as it should be is perfect but she
adds we are apostates we do not live
our faith and we cannot as things
stand claim any great superiority in
practical morals over the moslem
world

A RACE PROBLEM

the race problem in the south sayer
the medical record seems destined to-
be settled by natural laws unless
something be done speedily to save thetha
negro from the results of his own
vices this view is supported by re-
cent investigations into the mattermalter by
a colcoloredpred physician dr R H johnson
of brunswickBrunsw lck ga he gathered vital
statistics from nearly towns in the
south and found that the death rate
of negroes is double that of the whites
and that the birth raterale is smaller
among the colored than among the
white population furthermore theyounger generation of the race make
but a poor showing he says as re-
gards size and physique compared
with their ancestors these facts are
attributed to the carelessness and dis-
sipationsi of the race in the days of
slavery the negroes were looked after
by physicians and taken care of0 and
the result was a race of giants but
with liberty coupled with ignorance of
sanitary laws came licentiousness and
the enervating vices to which they aroar
now yielding

thatthal the colored race Is capable of
great improvement when placed under
proper restraint is proven by the re-
port of surgeon general sternberg in
his annual report on the health of the
colored soldiers the record quotes the
following

great improvement has taken place
in the past few years in the sanisanitary
condition of the colored troops the
white troops have participated in the
improvement although their rates have
not falfallenlensoso rapidly as those of the
coloredored men during the past year
the total hospital admission rate for all
causes among the colored troops was

per 1000 of strength as compared
with among the whites and asan
COMPcomparedared with among them
selves in the previous Yyearear and with


