RELIGIOUS.

sunday Services.

ligious services were held at the
I‘;g:ré’ncle, Balt Lake City, Sunday,
October 25th, 1891, commencing at 2
p- m., Preaident Angus M, Cannon
pr'(;‘sljlzi:g(;lr apd congregation sang the
Lymn commencing:
The Bplrit of God Hke a fire ia burnlng,
The latter-day glory begins to come forik.
Prayer was offered by Counselor

Joseph E. Tnylor:.
Th':g choir saDE:
t Lord, descend and dwell
C‘i,";,“f’n?fhn:e:d Yove, In every brenat,
riesthood of the Fourth Ward
oﬂ:lrgi]:t]e?d in the administration of the

Sacrament.
FLDER JAMES K. TALMAGE

was called upon to address the congre-

gatlon. I
He said he found bimself suddenly
and upexpectedly placed before the
ple to discharge ole of the duties
longing to an Elder in the Church
and Kingdom of God. He would
not undertake to comply with the
request to addrees the audience
if he did not feel that the Latter-day
Baints were exercising their faitli and
prayers il behalf of those called upon
to fpstruct them. He bad long ago
giveu up the idea that a speaker ought
to be given B&U opportunily to prepare
his address beforeband, ‘The more a
gpeaker relied on the inspiration from
d. the more humhle be would be,
and’ the more likely to plesse our
heavenly Father and henefit his breth-
ren and sisters 88 well as himself. We
must have faith in Ged in order to re-
ceive His gifts and blessings.

The term ‘‘fnith? 18 frequently used
among us. The word is almost an
every day word. We have been tanght
that faith iz the frst principle of re-
vealed religion. [t iz the chief corpor-
stope of the superstructure of the Gos-
pel. Without it, il is impossible to
please God. It is, therefore, weli worth
while to inguire into the full meaning
of that word. Faith isoihler than the
buman race, yet many may not have
comprehended its real significance.

Considering the word itself, it may
be gbeerved that it signtfies almost the
same aa the word ‘‘belief.?? Falth is
a spegies of belief. But eetting philo-
loglical considerations aside, for the
time belng, it may be gaid, that faith
in God is implicit confldence in Him,
a means whereby we may know Him,
recognize Him as the Father of our
spirits and the author of the whole
universe, without which knowledge
we cannot worship Him acceptably or
intelligently.

Itis true, we cannoot fully compre-
hend all the powers and attributes of
Glod, for mun is capable of understand-
ing only those attributes of which he
ean form bis idear by means of com-
parison. This is recognized as a true
philosophic principle.  For instance,
to form a correct fdea of the length of
ten vards, la necessary to know the
real length of the' unit, ove yard;
any one who hase this can easily, by
by comparison, comprehend the longer
measure, [n the pame way we obtain
knowledge of abstract thinges by com-
paring them lo concrete; of unseen

law and of pature.
‘slder the clrcumsiances uovder which

things by comparing them to that
which is seen.

Thus we are ennbled to underatand,
topomeextent, the attributes of God.
For He has been pleased to allow us
to compare some of them to attributes
of which we have niready formed an
idea. We have been told to call Him
Father. Everyltody understands what
that menns. Lt is A name familiar and
dear to all ofus, We know Him to be
an individual with all the attributes
which we have, though in higher per-
fection. He is Ioving, He iaﬁust. This
we can perceive both from His words
and His actions. And as we obtain
such knowledge, we can exercire
taith fo Him, Those who bad erected
an altarto an unknown QGod, thereby
declared that they could have no falth,
for wecan place no confidenceln s
being whom we do not know.

8eing that faith is absolute confl-
dence in Gnd, we may ask the gues-
tion, How can we learL to exercise
faith? Holy writ abjunds fgof in:
stances getting forth the resuits ob-
tained by placing impiicit confidence
in God. ’IPhems can be studied to great
advantage. Lt is always good to study
the blograpby of good men and to
imitate their example.

Abraham is 80 illustrious instance,
That man with whom God delighted
to walk was called to leave his natlve
land and go to a country he knew not.
But he trusted in God and obuyed the
call and went, guided by the Lord,

The speaker here dwelt at length
upon the remarkable history of that
great patriarch, showing how he. was
tried but that he,in the most severe
trials, placed impifclt confidence in
his éod, s fuith that was rewarded
with an abundance of tbe choicest
blessings.

Referring to the command of the
Liord to Abrabam, toeactifice his only
child-—a test which must have touched
his heart strings to their utmost ten-
sjon—the speaker remarked, that many
have ihought it unfair of God to com-
mand Abrabham to do such an act. 1t
has been held up as an instance of (God
demusnding a servant of His to defy
the laws of the land in which he
lived, and infidels have said, it is im-
possible to have confidence in a God
who can command such violation of
But we musi{ con-

AlUragham lived. The government at
that time was patriarchal. The head
of the family was not merely theowner

of his property, but of his houschold
too, amfli o and death of the children
were to a large extend conflded

into hie haods. During the fourney in
the wilderneas, the Lord sometimes
calied upon the heads of the families to
vxercise this power, in order to exter-
minate blasphemer and other sinners
from among the people. Buch was the
law at that remote time, and the Liord?s
command was 1o violation of any ex-
isting law, The first instance of the
Lord requiring Hiarervants to defy
the laws of any land, remaios yet to
be found. Revelaiions, both anpcient
and modern, have always been in com-

liance with the just laws of the coun-
try. The Lord never called upon His
people to set such laws at defiance.
Abrabam, in this great trial, nodoubt
feit like Job—the Lurd gave and the
Lord had 2 right to take that back
which He had given.
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When one places implicit confidence

Io the Lord, the result cannot he hut
beneficent te man. We must not judge
the Almighty fccording to ourselves,
He who holds, subject to His contiol,
the Aash, of the lightning, and to whom
time and space BAre no obstacles; He
who controls even the hearts of men
and can change them to conform to
His plags and purposea—His promises
can never fail, e will fulfil them In
His own time and in His own way.
It has been observed that tw kn ow
some men is in ftself a good education,
and there is a great dea! of truth in
tbat. Butif this is so, what is it to
know the Lord. It is indeed Iifs= eter-
nal. Andthe more we know of Him,
the more taith, the more confidence we
can place in Him.

Faith is the great principle by which
ail things in the universe are operated
Paul says the worlde were made by
fufth. The Father nnd the Bon, who
organized these worlde, had to
exercise thelr faith in order to
accompllsh thie great work. Yes,
for God never asked us to do anything
which bhe would not do Himself.
Christ always told Hlis dlsciples to fol.
low Him. When He preached the
necessity of baptism, He proved it by
going down into the water Hiipself,
and it is therefore but reasonable to
suppose that God, our Father, and His
Son exerclse faith, since we are re-
quired todo so. The Lord exercises
faith in the prineciples and laws where- -
by He operates, e apake because He
bad confidence in the power He pos-
sessed, and creation was organized. He
may spesk again to us, and the power
of persecution may be stayed. His
power. Hie faith are now the same as
they were hefore.

1f we nre H!s children weé Ay ex-
pect to find in ue, to a ceriain extent,
some of the attributes belonging to
Him. Think of the mechanic who Has

breathed, a8 it were, his own
geniue into the work he
has completed. He speaks, be-

cause he kpows the exact nature of
his work and the laws governing it;
he has fafth in it, and at his command-
ing word the machine moves. Bo
does the Lreator command the work
He has made.

A man who doubts s not perfect.
But he who has absolute faith can ex-
clajm, “Though He slay me, yet [ will
serve Him.? Itis not ulways eany to
trust in the Lord, for sometimes He
tries His children, but in trials it must.
be remembered. tuat God often turns
the greatest difficulties into blessings.

Fuith is a gift of God. Isman, theu,
necountable for not exerclaing taith?
The Son of God has sald that pearis
should pot be cast before swine. He
does not lavish His gifts on those
who do not appreciate them, but those
who open thelr hearts shall have them
filled with this beavenly gift, and God
in nonrespecter of persons. The cen-
turion, Cornelius, and many others had
no right to the hlessings of God by
means of their connectlon with the
chosen seed, yet when they prepared
tbemselves for the acceptance of faith,
they recelved it, Tbeir prayers were
anewered. Even a heathen, who will
live up to the light he has, will receive
faith, while n 8aint who does not Hve
according to his light, will loose
it. Everybody will be held account-
able for what light nnd other spirituai



