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It is a great blessing to be able fo under-
stand things aright, and how recious the
gift of communicatioa! How delightful it is

what the Loid is doing, and what he is going
to do, as it does to urge the Latter Day Saints
to faithfulness, to strict obedience to ever

requirement of the Gospel of the Son of God,
that we may be prepared for every event as
it transpires, no matter whether the prophe-
cies are fulfilled under our eyes or on the other
side of the earth. No matter whether we live
to see them fulfilled or fall to sleep before

to a person whose mind is. stored with rich |
ide&s, to have power to communicate them to |
his fellows—to his family, friendl,_and ac- |
quaintances with, whom he asgociates. I|
really think we do not f.ullfr appreciate this |
blessing and gift as we should.
municate to the audience what I wish to, so |
that they can understand it perfectly, I shall |
be very glad—it will satisfy me, , I
Before me is a sea of faces, and, with but !
few exceptions, allare professedly Latter Day
Saints, belong to the kingdom of God, are
numbered with the family ol Ieaven,they are
heirs of God, and are expecting to become
joint heirs with Jesus Christ. 0
these Latter Day Saints what they are willing
to do to build up the kingdom of God, bear it
off to the nations, gather the house of Israel
and the honest in heart among the gentiles, |
and redeem the Zion of our God, what would
be their answer? “Anything we can do, we
are willing to do; anything we are counseled
to do.”” Would not every heart respond in
this manper? It would. You are frequently
told that the Latter Day Saints are as free to
confess with the mouth as any people that
ever was upon the earth; you are further told
that they are willing to sacrifice everything

f Ican com- |

Were I to ask |

for thei: religion, and to travel the earth
around without purse or serip, but will they
do one thing that is essentially necessary?—
Yes, a great many will. Will they do one
necessary duty thatis devolving upon them,
which is the starting point—the gate or way
—to all other duties, that is, seek unto the
Lord their God with all their hearts? All are
not willing to do this.

This people must be pure in heart; the ne-

cessity for this rests upon me day by day,
week in and week out, year after year. This
people must be sanctified, or they will not be
prepared to meet their Lordand Master. This
is first of all. 1f is taught us in all the reve-
lations that we have received, in various ways
according to the understanding and gift of
communication in those who have communi-
cated this principle to us. But the greatest
and most important of all requirements of our
Father in Heaven and of his son Jesus Christ
is, to his brethren or disciples, to believe in
Jesus Christ, confess him, seek to him, cling
to him, make friends with him; take a course
to open and keep open a communication with
vour Elder Brother, or File Leader—our
Savior. Were I to draw a distinetion in all
the duties that are required of the children of
men, from first to last, I would place first and
foremost the duty to seek unto the Lord our
God until we open the path of communication
from Heaven to earth—from Ged to our own
souls. Keep every avenue of our hegarts clean
and pure before him. You may inquire
whether we would do away with the ordinan-
ces of the house of God. This leads you to
them, and it is the only thing that can lead
the people to a true knowledge of the reality
of facts as they exist,

We are aware that the christian world
clings to this one item, passing by every one
of the ordinances of the house of the Lord,
treating every commandment with lightness.
They will pick up, perhaps, one or two of the
ordinances and a rew of the commandments,
but they are opposed to the residue and look
upon them as a thing of naught. Though the
kinvdom of God and all of the attributes he
has dispensged to the children of men are ours,
(he has placed them upon our heads by ordi-
nances), yet if I should rise up here and tell
you that I would rather have these than all
the ordinances, the statement would need ex-
planation. First of all bave the mind of
Christ within you, and know that we are gov-
erned and controled by his spirit—by the Com-
forter—the Holy Ghost—by the influence of
Heaven, and this leads us to every one of the
ordinances of the house of God; whercfore we
bv no means do them away. -

“Some of vou may ask, “is there a single or-

dinance to be dispensed with? Isthere one of
the commandments that God has enjoined upon

le, that He will excuse them from
g” Not one, no matter how trifling

the peo
obeyin 0 I :
or amaﬁ in our own estimation, No matter if
we esteem them non.essential, or leaa% or last
of all the commandments of the house of God,
we are under obligation to observe them.—
Nothing will lead us to them, short of the
1mind of Christ within us to lead us understand-
ingly to observe them to our own benefit,
This is what I want of the people, so that e
may be prepared, each and all of us, for the
things that are coming upon the earth.
Wemight mentionagreat many eircumstan-
ces that are transpiring; we might refer to the
prophecies and their fulfillment in these our
own times; but this does not bear with 8o
wuch weight upon my mind to tell the people

they are fulfilled, we must live prepared for
the events that will take place preparatory
to the eoming of the Son of Man.

I ask the people what they are willing to
do? “All we want to know ie, what we should
do.” My mind is continually exercised to
urge the people to faithfulness, that they may
have the spirit of Christ, and being in posses-
sion of this mind everything comes to us nat-

‘urally. We understand those things we call

There is a natural body, and there
is a spiritual body. All things are natural,
and all are spiritual. Every duty of life, no
matter what it is, every requirement necessa-
ry to sustain and exalt man, is incorporated
in the kingdom of God aund in the ordinances
of His house, in the duties God requires of
his children, It is all in the church and king-
dom of our God. “What! our labor?? Yes.
I sometimes take the liberly of preaching
upon economy to this people. Perhaps some
are inclined to think that in sc doing I tran-
scend my own duties and obligations. Ido
not. 1 instruct the husbandman how to till
his farm, because I know and understand the
nature of the elements that produce grain,
better than he does. I know how he should |
prepare the elements for the seed {o produce
the increase which he desires in the things
necessary to sustain himself and family. It
is my duty to instruct my brethren, if I under-
stand any branch of business better than they
do. If 1 understand how tomake myself com-
fortable, if I understand, better than others
do, the anization of the elements God has
iven us ability to operate with for our bene-
t, it is my duty to instruct them, Here are
the elements; they are not made in vain, but
are made for the benefit, comfort, convenience
and happiness of God’s children.

There is an infinitude of elements, and if
ou know more than U do with regard to
ringing them together and organizing them
for the comfort and happiness of man, it is
our duty to impart that knowledge to others.

is may appear to som: of the Saints as
though it was out of the pale of our duty, not
strictly incorporated in the ministry, and I|
want to inform all such that there is not a la-
bor performed under the sun but what we have
to render an account of it to our Father and
God. There is not an act of man, in no case,
in no circumstance, but what is by the gift of
God. Every power, ability, capacity, and
zift that man possesses is the gift of God,
and man must render an account to him for
the improvement he makes, no matter what
the labor is. No element that we see, no part
of the earth, no part or portion of the starry
Heavens, or of the deep above or below, but
what is God’s creation, he organized it. Do
we realize this, that every element that now
is in existence, that we have any knowledge
of, that we ean conceive of, is organized by
our Father in Heaven, and is his ’Pruperty?
It is his in' time and in eternity. The earth
and its fullness are his and the Heavens are
hisj the height, the depth, the length, and the
breadth all are his. Every capacity that the
children of men possess is the gift of God.
‘Ms4ny might ask whether God is the author
of sin and Iniquity. Ihave told you many a
time, that everything is good, is perfect;
everything is right, is lovely to look upon, to
enjoy, for we received it from our Father and
our God. Properly use it, and there is mno
gift, no blessing, no enjoyment, no happiness,
in the Heavens or on the earth, but what be-
longs to our Father in Heaven, and he is will-
ing to bestow these blessings upon his chil-
dren. But whencecomesevil? Itcomeswhen
we make an evil of a good. Speaking of the
elements and the creation of God, in their na-
ture they are as pure as the Heavens. When
we see the vanity that is around us, the magz-
nanimity of the Deity, and contemplate the
extent of his knowledge, we can enjoy him as

natural.

Supreme in every act, in every path of life, in
every portion of life that belongs to the chil-
dren of men, if we can understand things as
they are. Was there ever @ spear of grass
or a single grain upon this earth, or in any
other kingdom, but what was produced by that
beneficent Being? Notone. Behold the van-
ity and extent of His knowledge in the crea-
tion of the elements! Every element is His.
“The gold?” Yes, he organized and made it,
is a common term used. “The silver?,” Yes,
be made it. ‘“The diamond?? Yes. “And
every other precions stong?”? Yes. “The
rude rock?’”” . Yes. The land and all are His.
The earth that we walk upon, the air we
breathe, and the water we drink, are His cre-
ation, He organized them and placed them
hére for our good, Takeall the elements that
God has created, and do you think we use
them and notf abuse them?

What do we see? All the elements that we

have any knowledge of are the handy-work
of our Father in heaven, and then you see
poor, pusilanimous man rise up—a worm of
the earth whose breath is in his nestrils, and
if God should say the word and withdraw his

I want to say to all the brethren here, with
the Bishops and representatives from differ-
ent parts of this Territory, and to all the peo-
' ple, that your legislators are very easy—their

and is very light upon you—in the matter
of taxation. “Well,”” say some of the breth-

supporting' hand, he is no more—and says, ren, “I thought they were hard, rigid, ex-

“thig is mine.”?” He bhas a
through the blessings of God, and says, “this
is mine.” He has a sack of silver, and say,
“this is mine,”” He builds a house, and calls
it his house. He makes a farm, and says,
“this is mine.”” This poor,weak man does,who
is notcapable of makinga single spear of grass.
He cannot sustain his own existence one mo-
ment, without being dependent upon God for
the next breath, and yet he says, *““these pos«
sessions are mine,” and he clings to them
with the tenacity of death, This you see in
mankind; they Lold to the earth as though it
was their all. You see this, every day of
your lives. .

When I carefully scan the subject, we can
not, neither in this time norin the spirit world,
possess the least particle of element nor our
own beings and call them ours, until we pass
the ordeals the Gods have passed and are
crowned with crowns of glory, immortality
and eternal lives. " And when we pass
through the spirit world and hear the trump
of Gabriel sound, and our’bodiég rise from the
dust and again clothe our spirits, even then
we are not our own. We bhave not passed
through all the ordeals until the Father
crowns a son and says, ““you have passed so
far in the progression of perfection that you
can now become independent, and I will give
you power to control, and organize, and gov-
ern, and dictate the elements of eternities.
There is a vast eternity stretched out before
yoli, now organize as yon will.”
then will we possess one particle that is real-
ly our own, and yet we see people e'inging to
the earth. :

I am going to reduce my remarks tq prae-
tical life, and perhaps I shall introduce ideas
that some wnurd naturally take exceptions to.
I, in the providence of God, am here before
youas I am, and I wish to instruet this peo-
ple. They say they are willing to do any-
thing for salvation, to build up the kingdom
of God on the earth. They are willing to
forego everything they can and undergo ali
that is possible, to save themselves and the

' children of men, and bring the day of peace

and rightecusness upon the earth. Then let
all learn that the earth is not ours. Letus
learn that these elements are put into our
possession to work with and improve, and to
determine whether we know how to improve
upon them. We wish to see Zion built up,
the earth beautified and prepared for the
coming of the Son of Man. We are looking

forth to the day when Zion will spring into

existence, and stand forth like a bride prepar-
ed to meet her busband, with all the beauty
and glery that belong to the kingdom of God
on the earth. We shall then see Zion in its
beauty. We are looking for this. We look
forward to the day when the Lord will pre-
pare for the building of the New Jerusalem,
graparaturj' to the city of Enoch’s going to
e joined with it when it is bult upon this
eaith, We are anticipating to enjoy that
day, whether we sleep in death previous to
that, or not. We look forward, with all the
anticipation and confidence that children can
possess in a parent, that we shall be there
(when Jesus comes; and if we are not there,
we will come with him; in either case we
shall be there when he comes.

To think of all this, and then think of the
course the Latter Day Saints are taking, the
life they live! How do the brethren feel? Is
there 2 feeling that “this i3 mine, and that is
mine?’? Yes, it is as natural for them to
say so as to breath. They are of the earth,

earthy., Can we school our own feelings and
judgments, our hearts and dispositions really

J

to be the children of God and ask our Father;

whether this is ours, or not, which he puts
into our possession? Do we ask him what
we shall do with the abundance he has put
inte our possession? I am in possession of
houses and lands; I have legally obtained
them by my economy. The earth is here,and
there is no end to the elements we are using
day by day. We lvok to the right and to the
left and see proverty and distress, tho’ there
ig less in this community than in any other
upon the earth. We all see more or less a
lack of wisdom and judgment in providing for
 the wants of the body, yet there is not that
family in this community but what would
feed a brother or sister that was hungry, and
do so from day to day, so longz as might be
necessary. With all the lack of wisdom man-
ifested by the people, and their coveteonusness,
there is no community in the world that
suffers so little as this.

. Isdistress among ‘& peaple cansed by the
want of element? No, it is through want cf
ability to bring the elements home to our use
and benefit. There is a great scarcity of
gold, and you hear some brethren, thoughout
\this Territory, complaia pf laxation. Really

il

purse obtained | trava

Not until |

gant in establishing a Territorial tax of
five mills on a dollar.” ere must be in the
neighborhood of eighty or ninety thousand

ersons in this Territory, and there are pro-

ably more than fifteen thousand men who
are subject to taxation. How much tax
money do you get? Shall I tell you how mueh
coin was received in taxes last year? Less
than twelve hundred dollars, from some fif-
teen thousand men. Do you call this paying
a heavy tax? Was this all they were taxed?
No, the tax amounted to some twenty odd
thousand dollars, and seme complain and feel
that they are hardly dealt with,

Some complain and say that the tithing is
too hard on the people, while at the same
time some of our legislators rise up and say,
“considering that we pay such a tax in tith-
ing, we think the church ghould make all our
public improvements.” The whole amount
of coin paid in on taxes last year was in the
neighborhood ‘of twelve hundred dollars. In
what was' the residue of the taxes paid?
Wheal, chickens, eggs, butter,cityszrip, coun-
ty and Teritorial scrip, auditor’s warrants,
labor, ete., ete. Is this hard on the people?
No. Isthere any lack of gold or silver here?
These are matters I wish you to understand.
How can you understand them in the kingdom
of God? You cannot, only through the light
of revelation, just as you see anything else in
ttuth and with the Spirit of truth, by which
means only can you discern truth from error.
I want you to learn by the Spirit of truth.
There are a good many legislators here, and I
want them to go home with these instructions,
and put in praectice some things they already
understand. They are active men, men of
wisdom, men of ability and good judgment,
men of strong minds, and yet, in some things,
they are more ignorant than children qught to
be. The gold is not yours, nor the silver,
nor the cattle that roam over these hills
and plains, neither are they mine. They
are put in our possession, but they belong to
Him who owns the whole o” them. - All we
want is the ability to convert them to ourown
benefit. There is no lack. Has there been
a lack of money here? Some of the legisla-
tors have been opposed to taxation. I have
a right to talk about these things, though I
am not Governor, and do not sign nor veto
bills passed by the assembly. I ask again, ia
there any lack of money? I will prepound
one other question, will five hundred thousand
dollars cover the amount that has been paid
by this people to merchants here during last
year? I presume not, thongh if you had the
statistics before you, you would probably fird
this gum to be not far from the amount. Since
1849, we have probably paid to them at the
rate of nearly a million of dollars each year.
Is there any scarcity of money? No. Are
you fearful that one man is going to get all
the gold in the world and eift it to the four
winds, so that it never can be gathered? You
need have no such fear, for it cannet be de-
stroyed Are you fearful that all the silver is
going to be destroyed, so that we cannot have
it? Such fears are groundless, for you can-
not destoy a particle of it. What is the d:fii-
culty? A want of judgment, a want of true
knowledge pertaining to the earth and tothe
heavens, to the elements and their organiza-
tion; a want of the power to master the elé-
'ments, to handle them advantageously and
' make them useful, and devote them toour own

comfort and happiness.

I frequently take the liberty to teach econo-
my to the people. This is natural to me—it
agrees with m#feelings, experience, and faith.

. 1 do not know that, cruring thirty years past,
I have worn a coat, hat or garment of any
kind, or owned a horse, carriage, etc., but
'what I asked the Lord whethér I deserved it
or not—sehall I use this, is it mine to use, cr
not? If | had my will satisfied, I would not
use a farthing’s worth of anything without its
being put to the best use my judgment could
dictate, increasing and multiplying it, and
bringing forth those things that make men
comfortable and happy, useing my means in
the fear of the Lord for the building up of his
kingdom and glory upon the earth. I;ﬂj’ ex-
perience is, that this people bavetoo great a
tenacity for the geods of thisworld,and the ene-
my thinks he can get the advantage over them
in thisrespect,and heisimproving the time.

It is different with us now, from what it
wasg three years ago. Then it was, ““what is
the news from Bridger? from FEcho kanyon?
'from the plains?”” We'are not destroyed, but
are the Latter Day Saints preparing them-
selves for the calamities that are coming
upon the earth, or are they covetecus? There
is no trait in the charaecter of man buf what
the devil—the opposerof all geod,understands.
Our common foe is an ingenious workman; he
is a master at bhis business. Bunyau speaks
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