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ourbur pulpits and lnerfourour lecture rooms
to our own congregations weave hayehave
hevernever closed bur ddoor66r against hem
although we have been so very ex-
clusiveeluclusive although we tireare 96 peculiarpecullar
a people and so arbitrary iniri our
Ppriestlyr teaiea

dogleruleruie asfis chargechargedd by biarour IIIlite-
ral

e
accusers but when our mis-

sionary elderseiders jiahebab gone forth to
thetho world it hasifa been Aavery rare
thing indeed to meekmeet with suchsueh a
favorfavorandleuid when mich
hashaa been profferedI1 we have known
lio to prize it when ministersna
have opened the doors ofbf heirtheir
meeting houseslouies ochurches offering
us the use of the same to preachnh ta
their assemblies we have ac-
knowledged most respectfully11 theflie
receipt of such favors mhdV d do
you think is the more charitable
nah ereero are we to16 draw the mig of
elemarclemarkation between the char
ity of the mormonsMormons hindand that
of other dissenting christian
churches and their feefeelingslingg andland
sentiments towards us it would
not be a difficult thing to draw this
line but I1 forbear this afternoon

I1 will simply say it affords me
pleasureleasure to realize that god hastousthusthus far prealpreilprowledaided over our destinies
that we hayehave been held asis it were
in the bollowhollow of hishh handhafid ve livehave
been a handful of people with the
prejudices of an unbelieving genera-
tion running high aldeaide against Us
wevve have been looked upon as un-
worthy a passing poticepolice but a
a change has come overoven the 41visionsionslon
ofdf their minds now eveeverybody is
giving us notice god has permit-
tedted us tolo gather strength and that
too jari the ficoface of the bitterest per

and thi fiercest opposition
which we have had to con tend with
and that which god has designed to
develop and establish in the earth
will triumph all the more by beinbeing9
thusihus opposed themorethe more the effectsts
of iesvesresistanceistance are brought fobearto bear
against it ilka themthe shaking of ththe6
foreforest tree veryveny frequently promotes
its growgrowththittwitit disturbs itsits roots it
loosens the soil around it andtand it catacom-
mences to put forthmith fresh energy
increasing hiIn strength andnd sizebize andand
like the mustmustardhirdfird tree the more itiit is
kicked the farther the seed is scat-
tered

now this is the view I1 take of the
I1 resuresultsits ofbf opposition which we have
liedhad and we have excellent prece-
dent for belielbelievingleIng this not only in
the day and age in which we live
batallbut allali past history contributes to
the support of this belief and its sup-
ply of material is ample for the argu-
ment now thisthis is not only the
case with reference to the
truth itself but it is a prin-
ciple inherent jnja nature that
sometimes A bad causecausa is also foster-
ed by the opposition it meets with
so80 that those of our friends
whether here or elsewhere who sup-
pose that opposing the truth will
produce an arrest of its growth
and exextinguishtiI1aguish the life it con-
tains the vitality embodied in
it are simply poor readers
of human history are simply
ignorant of the facts otof history and
are ignorant otof the various phases of
human nature as that human unna-
ture has been developed in the varied
schemes that have sprung into life
during thetho centuries past and gone
but when we take these Indestindestruct-
ible

ruit
principles that outlive the ages

when we take a truth that
sally boyboxso onethaone thatthabtisais a truism in itsts
nature and when we take our asso-
ciation of those truths together abildand
constitute a system and then un-
dertake to wage war against that
system my friends it is a very cost-
ly

t
experiment it is a losing game

for truth though trampled to
the earth will niserise again 35 yop
cannot destroy that which cannotanliot
die you cannot put lifelire out of thatthaea

I1 which Isawelife ilsek you cannot ex-
tinguishish the power that I-sis limitless
in its resources cannot doltdoitdo it

now I1 purpose occupying
your time but a few moments longer
I1 have directed your thoughts over
quite oa04 ground hi quite a
rambling mannerbanner il have not feltfeit
disposed to take a subject and direct
your thoughts specially to it for I1
amaam awarewa1lreire when subjects are spoken
band aresprung the mind
involuntarily follow out and con-
ducts itself through a series ozireaofi rea-
sons and deductions until it aarrives
at legitimate conclusions satisfying
itself or otherwise as the case mayway
be but I1 have brought up a number
of questions showing the general
character of the work in xwhich we
arpenabreare engagedaged I11 am convinced that
godPod liasilas directed our Oedestinyes tinystiny antiand
that hishia hand Isike etietlstillif over us for
goodridgoodlidMidand that we are thetib happy
recipients of manmany proofsroofs of his ddi-
vine

f
favor he has withheld from

us the chasteningcha rod of our ene
liick HIS hm theth 9 clous

which have gathered around
us in sable thickness and has
shed forth the light of heaven
upon us which haslas caused our
hearts to rejoice in the god of our
salvation we have received the
doctrines of jesus christ faith in
him repentancerepenuance of sins and bap

for the remission of sins and
wawe have essayed and covenanted to I1

live fta nowhewnew life in cairlchristA jesus to
seek todoto do good to all menmien and evil
to nionerione and like daniel VIMof oldoid to be
faithful to the statutesstatute and totd the
decrees and behestsbehesta of jehovah the
decrees of man against us
standingstandihg we having comedoffie to thehel
conclusion initi ourout own minds that
god andatidaa few good menmend form ianlanan
overwhelming majority and we
shall iseileseelb and yet learn that truth
will triumph and prevail but it
may be and wewb havehaye promisespromise
moreover totd that effect that clouds
of darkness will gather that threat-
eningeinifie storms will rise that the im-
pending dangers will be so

to causedause the countenance of
tomatobomesome to pale ardand their knees to
tremtremblebielbJeL and ther faith to fal-
ter but then thetiie darkest hour is
before the dawn of day so shall we
find that god when he shall hayehave
bienbieublben flullyfully ephepiconvincedvinced of our Integintegri-
ty

rl
having provenproven us as gold is puri-

fied through fire will abide by the
results of obedience to his coven-
ants that we shall come off moremoire
than conquerors through him who
loves us even jesus christ our sav-
ior

mayway his spirit and HAhis grace sus-
tain us in thetho discharge ofbf everyeverk
duty in the developing of every di-
vine institution and iind maintaining
every correct principle andland in pro-
motingg peace and righteousness up-
on the earth is my prayertrayer in the
name of jesus christ our redeemerr
amen
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1I1 have listened attentively to the
remarks made to us by brotherlybrother by
water this afternoon he hasfias pre-
sented to us a great many things
that are true andayad profitable for astous to
reflect upon I1 always take pleasure
in listening to my brethren when

something CE take plea-
sure inin reflecting upon the ideas
which they present and in carrying
them to their legitimate conclusion
when we hear aa truth ppresentedtedented ttoitoto
us by the spirit of the Tlord it 1

this nature that we agrenot only in
struttedted in that particular truth nonforor
the time being but it leads us to
reflect upon truths thatthai gra oulionbof
or are connected with it oneone truth
seemsreems to lead to the contemplation
of other principlesileslles and they to
lahlalothersot erserg until thewe greatgreit field ofcirch i

0openpen to durburour vigvievielandwwandand we see that
we know but very little buubul thatwat i

there willwili pe
us to advance andjeandleand leamleabarn that off
which we are now ignorantIgno

bro bywater has to some extentexie t
this afternoon drawn the line of 0dis-
tinction

9
between the faith ofot heie

latter day saints and thetth prcreedspreaseds of
the various denominations express-
ing blinhlinhimselfself mothe effect that where
as each of ththemem take in but apart of
the gospel of jesusjesua christ
ed in the scriptures jojn their creedsrJ
the latter day sainta embody jnhr
their faith the df itif that
whereas the different christiantd56 4deez

are founded upon16pomeme
few peculiarpecular ideasdeas and tenets the
faith of the katterutter dayAY saints Jsis
based upon a broidebroaderbroaderifafoundation
that we take in ththe0 whole of the
gospel the whowhole of the revealrevealed wll
of god to man this is correctco act BOso

but ihei
latter day saints is not compre-
hended alone in tthathat whwhich1 cbcb godC hashnsas
revealed andaud jis pricedplaced on record
the creed bof thetho lajterlatter day saintsmaints
is not comprised by a certain num-
ber of wewearvearare not limited to a
certainbertain numbernumber ofbf articles of faithyfaith
we are nofengee conalseedweed to 1 theathe thingfl
whichardchare laid down inla the boorbook
willed hetho bible whichwinch all ththeepropro
bessing christlChristichristiansansofof the times de-
clare they believebellevebe ll11 ve wearerwe areaarfa notn0 t houbouboundnd
up by the old Tettestamentament nor th-e
Nnewei es lament nur by bath com-
bined we have received ertaincertain
principles that can be founduund within
the lids of the bible A great elanymany
of our principles can be found existdg among the valvaivariousrious christian de

ornORO mosBOIbt ilatilaa

some things which we believe in
other sects believe in other things in
which we believe but there are prin-
ciples connected with our faith which
0o overand and above all that
whichwilloh is comprehended in the chris
tianjan world and all that which Is
tonialcontainedned within the lids of the
bible and yet at the same time
there is nothing in our faith there
iss nothing in our creed which con-
tradicts that which laIs inintheithe bible
there is notto principle in our faith
which contradicts anything that
can be clemondemonstrated by known
truth truth always harmonizes
with itself and when a person
grovesSTOWS in of the truth
and advances to higher principlespless
he does not receive anything that
contradicts any truth heho had
bously learned forfob truth is never dis-
cordant with itself truth is eter-
nal truth as wowe have been fold this
atafternoon Is indestructible and never
contradicts itself

the great as arview it
bringing it down to a small pointat
existing between the people called
latter day saints and allill other bod-
ies of professing christians is this
that our creed is founded upon doc-
trines and principles and a spirit
which have come from heaven in
our own times the doctrines
of our faith most of them can bebb
found laid down in great plainness
in the books of the bible and were
revealed aforetime yet we hayehave
aidtno received our training our ideas
concerning them from the bible
they have come to us from

i heaven
direct every doctrine andaud princi-
ple of our faith has been sent down
to us in our own times these doc-
trines havellave comecomb by present rerevela-
tion now in that there is a mark-
ed difference between us and the
rest of the people who profess to be-
lieve in the christian religion the

I1 various sects of modem times draw
their creed or profess to do sogo from
the bible they take it from the
written books they do not profess to
have received any direct communi-
cation from the heavens take all
these various sects of modem times
indand exexamineain I1ne into their different
creeds and the foundfoundationatlon of their
belief in them and you will find
thatis rests upon the hypothesis of
the divinity of I1thehe old and new
testamentspants they trace their doc-
trines oior profess to do so motheseto these
books and they believe in the vari-
ous doctrines which exist among
them because they consider that
they can find them in these books
the bookisbook Is uievie foundation the
bible theethed written wortvortword the dead
letter is the foundation of all their
creeds perhaps the roman catho-
lic church aas it is commonly called
is the only wiceviceexception in that resrespect
but even I1the roman camCafcatholicfiolic
church who look to the pope as
the great earthly headbead of the church
dd believebelleve in present revelation
thathitheycy did not obtain their creeds
throughgli with
the heavensbeavens although the popo

tobeto be thiethe direct defendantvf0of bt peter
1 llelie does nobnot even pro-

fess to have that great gift which
made peter a veritable apostle
thabthat is the gift bf revelation peter
received comeomcommunicationmunicationcatlon from on
high so did his brethren of the

this was the real
source of their light this was the
real power tyby which they instruct-
ed the people they were filled
with thetho holy ghost the spirit of

I1 revelation they were in communi-
cation with the great unseen head bfof
the church jesus who was crucifi-
ed and had departed from their
midst

but all the various sects that com-
pose modem christendom more or
less repudiate the idea of present
revelation thoithoythey do not believe
that in these times man can com-
mune with his taker they be-
lieve to useusg one of their favorite ex
pres that thothe awful voice of
prophecy is closed forever that the
canoneanon of scriptureiture is fulifull and they
believe that when john the apostle
wrote the book revelation that
waswag the last sacredsacred record commit-
ted to man
r i nowcouseeyo there is aaa great dif-
ference between the whole christian
world and the latter day saints
whereas we also believe in the bible

believe that godgojgod
inspired holyholhoihollanenmienblen of old and that
they well as spoke by the

we believe in the
merits of JILjesuslis the mediator of the
new covenant belbeibelievebelleveleveAnin his atone
menti believe in the work he
wrought out forthe Ealyasalvation
kind and believebelleve inthein the teachingsteach ings of
higbig insinspiredpired AApostapostlespos ieaties yet we do not
bundfound our faith upon that which is

recorded in the sacred book called
the bible but ouroun naithfaith is founded
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our own ti the nineteenth cen
auaryuary by living prophets and living

by men who todayto day hold
thathat authority which the men held

who wrote the things contalcontainedneinet
i in

that book in that then is a great
distinction between uuss and all the
rest of thothe christian world

and there Is another distinction
as JX remarked just now that where-
as these various christian sects are
agnconfinedfined within certain narrow lim-
its of faith tied up within a certain
number of articles or principles our
faith Is not tied up by any number of
tenets the revelations which have
been given to us at the present time
do not constitute the whole of ounpur
creed true they constitute our
creed so far as we have advanced joto-
day but wowe stand ready to receive
still further communication from
the same source the way Js still
open for us to receive still furtherther
light further principles further
admonitions further poucounselsneisnels and
further plans for the rolling forth of
the great work of god anon the face of
the earth so that our creed al-
though it is true it can be likened
to the blossomingblossoming of that flower
which brother bywater has so beau-
tifully pictured before us but which
will fade anda away is to me
more like thetiie tree of ilfelife which shall
never perish whose leaves are for
the healing of thetile nations whose
fruit bears the flavors and the juices
of immortality whose leaves never
crumble or decay whose roots are
grounded in eternal soilsou and that
shall never wither and never die
this everlasting gospel which
havebave received is the tree of life iwatmatdvedvoat
shall flourish for ever andieardithe
same power which has revealed faith
repentance baptism and the laying
on of0 handsbands fand the holy priest
hood and has made known unto us
the plan for the redemption of the
living and the beadidead and hastins insinspir-
ed

pirpin
us to our works up to the present

time is still ready to communicate
line upon line precept upon precept
here a little and there a little that
we maybemay be ready for every emer-
gency prepared for every event in
the work of our god as it rolls for-
ward on the earth and whenhen
we as individuals depart be-
hind the vail we shall find
the samegame opportunities there we
shall not lose the power to receive
revelation our Priespriesthoodchood will go
with us wevve will continue to grow
in the knowledge of correct princi-
ples that same holy spirit which
has revealed a few things to us on
the earth and stamped the truth of
them upon our hearts will continue
to open unto us the great things of
the boundless universe for it is the
spirit of truth and it will guide into
all truth

this is the condition that the
church of jesus christ of latter
day saints is in and in that respect
itif stands distinct from all other
bodies of so called christianachristians now
extant upon the face of the earth
butinbut in thi q respect it is exactly thetho
same as thetiie old church we read
about in the bible

the beginning of this great lat
ter day work was when the father
and the sonbon revealed themselves to
the prophet joseph smith god

from heaven god opened up
t iletie comcommunicationmuni catloncation that ladbadiad been
lost for centuries ages hadbad rolled
along and there was no voice from
above but the lord to joseph
sayingyings a this iiIs my beloved son
hear him the lord the great
sodgod the eternal father who s 0
in ancient times by the propprophetse
and in the meridian of time by Hhisa
only begotten son has spoken in
thistills age of the world and has point-
ed to his son as his mouthbouthmouthpiecepiece as
standing between him and the in-
habitants of the earth and this
work in which you and I1 are engag-
ed is under the immediate direction
of that holy being ouour rElderelder broth-
er jesus christ whom we are com-
manded to hear we are not to go
after the vain traditions of sects nor
the vagaries of men we are to hearbear
him god has saidsald so every doc-
trine and every principle that has
been revealed to the church of jesusjesua 0
christ of latter day saints has come
from the through the son
and by messengers who have ikenimentx en
sent to this world by the son and
by the power of the holy spirit
which bears witness of the father
and the bon it is as it was in that
revelation given to st john on
patmosPatmoosroos readbead the first two verses
of the finstfirst chapter of the book of
revelations the revelation of
jesusje us christ which godledlodiod gagavev6 unto
him to show unto his servants
things which must shortly edmecome to
pass and he sentgent and signsignifiednedbed it by
hlahia angel unto hiahid servant john
that laIs the order god our father
19 ihloibs of nilall esra upon


