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The Muybridge Trial,

IN the recent trial at Napa, Cal.,

THE DEMANDS OF THE HOUR.

e

There's a cry from the toiling masses,
A cry half in despair,
And, like an'electric ehock, it passes
Our pathdn tbe midnightair—
Quickening the Epirits of thoughtful men,
And giving forco to the tongue and pen.

Muybridge, there were some excib-
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insane. They finally carried their
point. Platt was the first of the
miporily to ‘waver. ‘Assoon as he
went over to the other side a ballot
was. taken, and to the surprise of
every one of them, although five
minutes before they had no expec-
[ tation of ever agreeing, they all
fell into line, and Jen counting the
ballots it was found that they had
greed upon a verdict. This was
at 12 o’clock. They notified the
sheriffand he, by previous arrange-
ment, secretly notified the judge
and counsel.”  Muybridge was
brought'over from the jail, and the
‘whola thing ;was managed so ad-
roitly and quietly that none of the
crowd ‘"who were waiting arouand
the Court-house block kuew what
was going on inside.

The jury were brought into court
by aside door, and tne .attorneys,
prisoner, and counsel passed in
ihmugh the same entrance. Messrs.
| Pendegast, Johnson, the District
Attorney, and his assistant, Judge
Strong, were present. Muybridge
was given a seat belween his coun-
I sel, and fearing that his composure

nited States currency, which is a
wise thing, the same as it_is wise
vever to name a child or a town
after a living person. How a man
will turn out is ““ene of those
things no person can tell.” * =

“What does your Majesty think
of American women ?” Kalakaua
~«¢T think they are bandsome, bold
and forward.: Why I actually re-|
ceived several letters from ladies
Iil?os an lyﬁk’ Washington and

n, plainly preposing marriage.
I 'am a baehelor; but when 1 . want
to marry a woman I will: ask her. |
I do not like to have women pro-
pose. It is, in my opinion, wrong.”

In Siecily & woman who seemed
to be dying of consumption, but

. was without any of the common
. wpﬁbﬂlﬂ of that disease; was
i nd, by the use of the laryngo-
. ‘Scope, to have a leech firmly adhe-
- by both extremities to the
“walls of the air passages at their
upper portion, and go the difliculty
of breathing, speaking, coughing,
ete., 'were easily explained. He
was got out by surgical operation.
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{of. Muybridge. for killing Henry
Larkyns, for seducing the wife of

ter .of 11 ﬂ’ﬂ]’ﬂﬂk on Friday night.'|

diet of acquittal within an hour,
spectators who had throng-
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'wuuld give way under thesupreme | sort of provineial pride on their
pense of the moment, Johnson | side was involved in the matter,

whispered in his ear, ¢ Now, Muy-|and for the good name of the

and keep very calm.” Muybridge
answered, ‘I feel fally

we most desire.” Subs

himself.
names of the jurymen and then in-
quired, ‘““Gentlemen of the jury,
have you agreed upon a verdict?”
R. H. Sterling, the foreman of the
jury, arose and replied,'* We have,”
at the same time passing to the
clerk a slip of paper. Theclerk un-
folded it amid a silence like the
stillness of death, and read its con-
tents. Then he passed it to the
judge, who read it and returning
it to the clerk said, ““Gentlemen of
the jury, is this your verdict?”
{ The Foreman—' 1t is.”’

The Judge (to the clerk}-—”Re—
cord the verdiet, Mr. Clerk.”

The pen of the clerk flew nerv-
ously over the paper for a few mo-

ments, while all eyes were fasten-

ed upon him, the prisoner sitling
like a statue, his eyes fixed in a
stony stare, and not a muscle mov-
|ing under the tension of exeite
ment.  Suddenly the Sen of the
clerlt ceased moving,and arising the
seribe said, reading from the book:,
Gentlemen of the jury, listen to
your verdiet as it stands recorded:

People vs, Muybridge—We, the
jury, find defendant not guilty.

At the sound of the last mo-
mentons words words a convul-
gsive gasp escaped the prisoner’s
lips, and he sank forward from his
chair. The mental and mnervous
tension that had sustained him for
days of uncertain fate was remov-
ed in an instant, and he beecame as
helpless as a new born, babe. Mr.
Péndegast caught him in his arms
and thus prevented his falling to
the floor, but his body was limp as
a wet cloth. His emotion became
éonvulsive and frightful. His eyes
were
face livid, 'I'he veins of his hands
and forehead swelled out like whip-
cord. He moaned and wept con.
vulsively, but uttered no word of
pain or reioicing. Buch adisplay of

overpowering emotion has seldom, |

if ever, been witnessed in a court
of justice. The floodgates of feel-

lifted and the long pent-up torrent
of emotion to have burst upen the
man, sweeping all befure it. He
rocked to and fro in his chair. His
face was absolutely horrifying in
its contortions, as convulsion suc-
ceeded convulsion. The Judge dis-
charged the jury and hastily left
the court room, unable to bear the

sigh® and it became necessary tore- | the committee was that the past
uently to finish the | year had been an eventful one for
The elerk hid his face | Trades’ Unions. The struggle of
Mr., John-|the agricultural laborers for an ad-
and better condi-

call him subseq
proceedings.
in his bandkerchief.

son and the Prosecuting Attoiney | vance of wages
lled to leave the room, | tions of labor had been _lunf, per-
pectacle. Others gath- | sistent, and intense; and_ in its

were compe
to avoid the s
ered around to e¢alm the prisoner,
and all of themm were moved to
tears. Pendegast begged Muybrid
to control himself and thank the
jury for their verdict. He arose to
is feet, and tried to speak,butsank
back in another convulsion. ke
was carried out of the room by Mr.
Pendegast and Jaid on a lounge in
the Jatter’s office. Dr. Boynton was
gsent for, and soon arrived, but could
do little for the man. Mr, John-
ston finally said; sternly, “Muy-
bridge, I sympathize with you, but
this exhibition of emotion is ex-
tremely painful to me, and for m
snke alone I wishs you to desist.””
Muybridge suddenly straightened
his form and said, “1I will, sir; 1
will be. calm. I am calm now;™
then his emotion subsided, so that
in a quarter of an hour he was able
to go upon the streel.

The judge was then recalled to
the bench, and, upon motion of Mr.
Pendegast, Muybridge was formally
diseharged from custody. In the
meantime the news of the acquittal
had reached Lhe- street; where it
spread rapidly. A, large crowd
gathered in front of the court-room,
and as Muybridge descended the
steps & free man, they cheered
vociferously and long, He was
surrounded by the crowd, every
man of whiech geemed anxious to
congratulate him first. Then they
went off to fimd the jurymen and
congratulate them. 'I'be town was
never before in such a state of
feverish excitement. Nothing but
the wverdict was discussed. The
satisfaction with the verdict was
very nearly unanimous, but a few,
while admitting that Muybridge
should not be severely punished,
contented that his acquittal was in
defiance of law, and would encour-
age others to deeds of blood. A

bridge, you have acted the man all |eounty
through it, restrain your feelings|{see homicide go unpunished, but

glassy, his jaws sel and his|
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they said they felt sorry to

these were in an insignificant mi-

preparéd tol nority. -
ing-seenes, The following is-from |meet anything except that which ) S a of new
equent con- | parture in such cases, an abandon-
‘{duet showed that he understood | ment of the insanity theory, under
The clerk ealled the|the disguise of which homicide for
the eause assigned in this cese has

_ The verdict -iE a sort of new de-

s0 often been justified by American
juries, On retiring to their room
fthﬁdjury were given four forms of
verdiet by the gudge, with instrue-
tions to sign the one upon which
they agreed and return with it to
court. One was guilty of murder in
the first degree and . assessing the.
death penalty, another fixing it as
imprisonment. for life, a third of
not guilty, and the last, not guilty
because of defendant’s insanity.
| They were very pointedly instruct-
ed by the judge, that if the deceas-
ed sedu defeadant’s wife, that
constituted no justification for the
homiecide—that defendant in that
case was not justified in taking the
law into his own hands, and slay-
|ing the seducer. The defense, re-
cognizing this asgood law, set up
the theory that defendant was act-

insane impulse arising frg_m the
discovery of his wife’s infidelity,
The jury discarded entirely the
theory ofinsanity, and meeting the
case on the bare issue left; acquit-
ted the. defendant on the ground
that he was justified in Killing
Larkyns for seducing. his wife.
This was directly contrary to the
charge of the judge, but the jury do
not mince the matter, or attempt
to excuse the. verdict. They say
that if their verdict was not in ac-
cord with the law of the books, it
is with the law of human nature;
that, in short, under similar cir-
cumstances they would have done
as Muybridge did, and they could
not eonseientiously punish him for
doing what they would have done
themselves, This fact was recog-
nized, fully and freely, by judge,
jury and counsel and prisoner. The
latter still denies the correctness of
the insanily theory as he did be:
fore the trialy saying that he knew
what he was doing when he sought
Larkyns and killed him and he did
it designedly. _. .
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The English Labor Congress

A Trades Union Congress was in
session in Liverpool towards .the
close of last month. Eighty-three
societies were represented,aggregal-
ing over six- hurdred and sixty
thousand members. The report of

re-
sults not without permanent ad-
vantage to that under-paid class.
The better-paid workmen of the
towns assisted them in their efforts
to improve their condition and in
alleviating the distress and suffer-
ing of those lecked out and on
sirike; the miners, ironworkers and
otheras had also had severe strug-
gles, chiefly to maintain advantag-
es already won, but with' varying
success. There had been a remark-
able absence of strikes amongst the
better paid mechanics and artisans.
Much of this the committee be-
lieved to be due to their strong and
bealthy organizations; and evi-
dence, to their thinking, that good,
sound, well conducted trades’ as-
sociations did mnot econduce to
strikes. _
An important incident in the pre-
liminary proceedings of the Con-
gress was the discussion of the
standing of women’s associations
towards the other Trades Unions
It arose on tk2 report of the Com-
mittee on Credentials as to the

credentials of a male delegate who
had n appointed to _re?rmuti
the National Union of Workio

Women, The Committee d'o’cidég
that it was a dona fide tradesociety

tion. The report was opposed on
the ground that if the organization
was recognized and the man dele-
gate admitted,the next thing would
be the appearance of a woman dele-
gate from that Union, and then

ates were willing to admif th
%&'nmau when she came, and ’n‘f@r&;
thought it would be time enough
| to discuss the guestion what they
would do with her when she actu-
ally presented bherself, The report
of tli:e committee was confirmed
and the women’s male representa-

| :E'a?f’!

ing under an irresistible passion or.

and therefore intitled to representa-|

what would they do? Some dele-|

tive took his seat with the others,.
A good part of the time eof the
Congress was taken up with argu-
ments in favor of repealing or
modifying the conspiracy and mas-
ter and servant laws, which they
thought were one-sided im. their
operation, being oppressive on the
labor class. Mr. George Odger,who
is well known as the representative

of the extreme class of Labor Re-

formers, moved: *‘that this Con-
gress is of opinion that the conduct
of empleyers in locking out work-
men who are not on strike is a con-
sgainst such workmen, ard
ld the workmen Tocked otit
under such circumstances take ac-
tion at law to obtain redress, the
trades societies pledge themselves
to assisl them by ‘every medans in
their power.” This met with
reat disfavor, as it .was held fo be
fighting wrong with wreng, and
would prejudice the ‘eause of the
workingmen in their . efforts to
secure a reform of conspiracy legis-
lation. Several delegates said if
this kind of retaliatory spirit was to
rule they would withdraw from
Trades Unions. Finding the senti-
ment so strongly against him, Mr.
Odger withdrew his resolution.—
Cleveland Herald, Feb. 12.

A Liong Mnule back Ride.

Mr. George Harris, formerly of
the town of Liocke,Cayuga County,
New York, has had a four thou-
sand miles’ ride.on a mule during
the pasttwelve or fourteen months.
He writes to a friend that, starting
from Pueblo, in Colorado, he went
across New Mexico to El ?Pa.sn, and
two. hundred miles further down

nto old Mexico, then across inte

exas, and travﬁfﬂd' over the coun-
try west of the BStaked Plains,
thence back across the southern
part of New Mexico to Silver City,
thence west to Tucson, Arizona
then striking the Gila river and
down to’ Fort Yuma, on the ‘Colo-
rade river, near the southeast eor-
ner of California, thence to San
Diego, on the Pacific ocean, thence
back to the Colorado river, and up
along that river te the south line of
Utah and in Brigham’s dominions,
sixty miles south of Salt Lake Cily,
to a place called Jazob’s City. At
Silver City he fell in with a man by
the name of Lash or Lausk, from
Wayne County, New York, who
seems to have shared with him the
remainder of that perilous journey.
Harris speaks of the country up the
Colorado as the most difficult to
%’ﬂ.‘?ﬂl over of any he had seen.—

Very Frenchy.

One of the strangest and most
horrible of sensational incidents
‘took place the other day at Puteaux.
A party of children who were play-

ing in the environs: discovered

floating in the air and partly en-
tangled amid the branches bf a tree
a white parcel upborne by means
of some twenty or thirty little red
toy balloons, which were sattached
to it. The attention of the police
being called to this singular object,
it was brought down and the pack-
age opened, which proved to cen-
tain the corpse of a new-born in-
fant. Investigations into the mat-
ter brought to light the following
facts: The child was that of a poor
tovmaker and his wife; just after
the confinemeut of the latter the
husband had died suddenly, and all
the household goods and chattels
had been seized fgr rent. The un-
happy woman was driven mad by
this accumulation of misfortunes;
she killed her infant, and then
went and threw herself into the
river, Jeaving behind her a written
paper in which she declared her in-
tentions of committing suicide,
and said that she “had wotten her
baby all ready to go up tv heaven.”
A sadder ‘tale with « stranger ter-
mination it would b» hard to find.
The toy balloons had evidently
formed part of the tead husband’s
stock in trade.—Pan's Correspond-
erce of Philadelphic Press,

“Its Our Bapy, W - T. J. Wolfle
is not an old man; N "« nota young
mn, but he is amar jed mang and
has been for several y s, He lives
one mile west of W tport; but no
¢hildren climb upon I.is knee when
the day declineth, and . twist the
col’s tail and listen to buggar sto-
ries. ' Yesterday morning he went
to the fodder shock to get provender
for his milch cow, and as he stoop-
ed to pull the ears e suddenly dis-

|

covered, midway i: theshock,what
he at first took to Le a heorse-blan-
ket. He picked it p 1nd unrolled




